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Scholarship Guide

Master the Basics

Where to start

¢ Go online and take advantage of free scholarship matching
services such as www.fastweb.com for local, regional, state,
national awards and college-specific scholarships.

e Ask your school guidance counselor about local, private and
corporate sponsorships.

» Search your community. There are many philanthropic and
non-profit organizations that may offer awards. Visit your
school or local public library to research scholarships. Ask
your parents’ employers and unions if they sponsor
scholarships for children of employees.

How to prepare

* Get organized and keep the scholarships you are working
on separate from those you have not started. Use a calendar
to keep track of dates and deadlines or the status tool
available on Fastweb.

¢ Know your time frame to apply. Complete and submit the
easiest scholarships first. Then focus on the scholarships
with earlier deadlines and ones that may require more time.
Allow plenty of time when requesting letters of
recommendation.

Submit your application
¢ Remember to check your spelling and grammar.
¢ Proofread your materials and have a teacher, parent or
friend review your application and essay if submitting online
or by mail. They can provide feedback and catch mistakes.
» Keep a copy of your application, if you submitted paper or
electronic copy.

The Scholarship Essay/Application

Academic plans and possible major

¢ Instead of saying, “Science is my favorite subject,” discuss a
specific assignment or project that you worked on that
sparked your interest. Give examples.

¢ Avoid saying that you selected a major or career path to
“help people.” What specific actions can you take to improve
the lives of others? Discuss how your values are relevant to
what you will be studying in college.

Social issues and current events
* Think about current issues or events in the news that you
feel strongly about,
* Do you know a lot about a controversial topic?
¢ Do you know of someone who is directly involved in an issue
who might be able to provide insight?

Mentors, admirers and influences

s Think about your friends and family, community and the
things you've learned outside of the classroom. Pick specific
people, incidents and learning experiences to write about
that will let your personality come through.

e [s there a person you aspire to be like within your chosen
academic major or career path? Someone who encouraged
you to succeed?

¢ Focus on specific qualities or actions that the person has
inspired in you.

What Do Judges or Evaluators Look For?

Before you begin:

* Develop a theme that fits the scholarship. Learn about the
scholarship provider's mission and goals. Tailor your
essay/application to complement the sponsor’s
expectations. For example, if the provider is interested in
community service, highlight ways you impact your campus
community-and your community at large within your essay.
Here are a few topic ideas:

Personal achievements

» Talk about specific interactions you had with others.
Sponsors want to know the impact you had on others and
what this says about “you”. Do you stifl keep in touch with
anyone you've helped? How did you influence their lives?

* How did your achievements reflect your values? Why are
your achievements important to you? Did you do something
that received high praise or recognition?

* Personalize your experience. For example, what makes the
volunteer and community service you've performed unique?
What made you stand out?
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Do you qualify? Every year, students waste time by applying
for awards they aren’t eligible to win. If you don’t meet the
eligibility criteria, don’t enter!

Is your application presented well? Type your essay and
check for grammar and spelling errors. Place the application,
essay and other contents in a large folder for mailing. Do not
fold any of the materials.

Did you include all required documents? Make sure you
include all required academic transcripts, references and letters
of recommendation. When selecting individuals to provide you a
letter of recommendation, be sure you know them very well and
give them ample time to provide you a letter and provide them a
self addressed stamped envelope, if it will be mailed.

Did you answer all of the questions? Double-check that you
haven't forgotten any required information.
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Student Aid Report (SAR) and Expected Family Contribution (EFC)

What is the Student Aid Report (SAR)?

Highlights of each page in your SAR:

The SAR is a summary of the information you entered
on the Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA,). It tells you how much federal student aid you
might be eligible to receive, and how much the
government thinks you can reasonably pay for your
school expenses. The SAR also notifies you if you are
eligible for a Federal Pell Grant. You will receive a SAR
in 1-3 days after you filed an Electronic FAFSA or 2-3
weeks after you filed a paper version. Check
immediately for your EFC and any mistakes or errors.

What is the Expected Family Contribution (EFC)?

The EFC is the amount you and your family will be
expected to pay for the coming academic year based on
your financial situation. Some colleges do not satisfy the
student'’s full demonstrated financial need, leaving the
family with unmet need (a gap). Some need may be met

with loans, which need to be repaid, usually with interest.

How is the EFC calculated?

The U.S. Department of Education uses the Federal
Methodology (FM) to calculate your aid eligibility. The
FM takes into account your family’s income, the number
of family members, in college, net value of assets and
your enrollment status, among other factors. To estimate
your EFC, utilize the Expected Family Contribution
Calcutator: www.finaid.org/efc.

What happens after | receive my SAR?

Page 1 Intro: Tracks the aid process for you. If there
is an asterisk next to your EFC, you have
been selected for verification (see below)*.

Page 2 Confidentiality information; reminders.

Page 3 EFC, other info: EFC is listed at the top,
along with other information, such as any
issues with aid eligibility.

Page 4 Summary of loans: Refer to your records
and make sure your totals are accurate.

Pages 5-8 FAFSA summary: Review the summary.
Make corrections or changes in the spaces
provided. You can also make changes
online at: www fafsa.qov.

SAR Information Acknowledgement: Correct any wrong
information on pages 5 through 8 of the SAR or online.

When do | receive my financial aid?

Look for mistakes or errors. Any colleges you listed on
your FAFSA will also receive an electronic copy of your
SAR. If you find an error notify your school's financial aid
office immediately to let them know. Errors can aiso be
corrected online using your FSA ID at www.fasfa.gov.

What if | find mistakes on my SAR?

Once your college reviews your SAR and verifies your
eligibility, it will create and notify you of your aid eligibility
and send an award letter. You do not need to accept all
of the aid that’s offered to you; accept only the aid you
want. Rejecting one form of aid, however, will not result
in increases in the other forms of aid. Federal aid will
first be applied to certain school charges, such as tuition,
fees, room and board. Excess may then be disbursed to
the student or credited to his or her student account.

*Why is there an asterisk next to my EFC?

Let your college know and go to www.fafsa.ed.qov.
Under “FAFSA Follow Up,” click “Make Corrections to a
Processed FAFSA.” Check the items you want to
change and make corrections. On paper, on the last
pages of the SAR, find your original FAFSA info. Make
changes and only fill in the areas that need to be
changed and/or corrected. You and your parents must
sign and mail the corrected FAFSA to the central
processor or send to each school to which you are
applying to for admission and financial aid.
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An asterisk (*) means you have been selected for
verification and you must provide documents to your
college to verify that information submitted on the
FAFSA is correct. If your college asks verification
documents, send as soon as possible to avoid a delay in
the aid pracess. The US Department of Education has
switched to a targeted verification process. About a third
to half of all FAFSAs will be selected for verification.
Some colleges verify 100% of their aid applicants, they
find that this increases the accuracy of the information
used to award financial aid. This helps ensure that the
most deserving/needy students receive financial aid.
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