
ADVANCED PLACEMENT PSYCHOLOGY 2014-2015 
 

The Official Course Requirements for Students and Parents 
(Or everything you need to know to succeed in this class)  

Mr. Martelli/ Mrs. Moschetto 
 
 

BENEFITS OF AN AP PSYCHOLOGY COURSE 
Participation in an AP Psychology course provides you with an opportunity to: 
 

• Develop a passion for learning and enhanced interest in Psychology 
• Engage in challenging college-level course work at the high school level; 
• Improve analytic and persuasive writing and research skills 
• Demonstrates to college admission officers a willingness to take challenging courses; 
• Prepare for the demands of the college course-work; 
• Receive college credit, by-pass lower level college courses, or both, depending on institutional policies. 
 

Course Content 
“ The AP Psychology program is designed to provide students with both the facts and the analytic skills 
necessary to deal with the problems and materials in Psychology.” (AP Psych Description) As a student in 
AP Psychology course you are expected to: 
 
• Assess materials related to psychology, both primary and secondary, evidence, and interpretations; 
• Analyze events and developments from a multidisciplinary perspective. 
• Interpret documentary material, including case studies, observations, and conduct experiments based on 

human behavior. 
• Develop skills to assist in the learning of a large amount of content relating to psychology. Including 

note taking and outlining. 
• Write analytical and persuasive essays with clarity and precision, using documentary evidence. 
 
 
There are two key content component in the course--- (a) factual and conceptual knowledge and (b) 
communication skills, especially analytic and persuasive writing. Additionally, preparing for the AP 
examination will be part of the instruction. 
 
Factual and Conceptual Knowledge. This course is similar in scope to a college-level survey course. The 
AP course at Avon Grove will cover introduction to Psychology to social psychology and all psychology in 
between. 
 
Communication Skills. Students will be expected to write frequently and with increasing complexity and 
skill. Writing assignments will include a variety of essay questions and research projects, and will require 
students to use documentation relating to psychology to support positions and viewpoints. 
 
AP examination Preparation. Students will be thoroughly exposed to the types of questions encountered 
on the AP examination. These include multiple choice questions and different type of essay questions. Free 
response essay questions will require student to develop a thesis based on the question, and then use the 
concepts and the factual knowledge acquired to support their thesis. 
 



Evaluation (Grades): Grades are based on a point system. Each activity is worth a number of points, and 
the grade determined on the number of points earned out of the total. Number of points will vary each 
marking period, but is usually around 600-800 points. This course will include the following evaluative 
instruments: 
 
• Class participation, seminar (40-60 points) 
• Multiple choice quizzes, 1 per week. (150-200 points) 
• Free response writing assignments, most done in-class and timed (100 points) 
• Class work assignments and homework assignments. These include case studies, graphic organizers, 

Venn diagrams, and short experiments. (80-120 points) 
• Independent and group project (100 points) 
• Midterm examination (project or AP practice exam) 100 points 
•  Final examination (multiple choice and essay- 100 points) 
• Note:  Students who take the AP PSYCHOLOGY Examination, AND who have an 81% average 

in the course are exempt from the final examination.  Both Requirements must be met before an 
exemption will be granted. 

• Note on Homework: In any college-level course, students are expected to prepare for class in advance in 
order to participate in class activities. Student will be provided with a general with a general course 
syllabus for the year. 

 
One final note: Official written grades are sent home with the student at the midpoint and at the end of each 
marking period. Students are given more frequent notice in class. Parent may access the In-Touch program 
at any time to view their child’s grade to date. 

 

Supplies Required Daily 
a. One or more three ring binders (with notebook paper) 
b. Writing implements for class work. All essay completed at home must be typed, black ink. 
c. Highlighters (at least two different colors) 
d. Psychology, 7th edition by Bernstein. This is the course textbook. Students are expected to read and 

outline the textbook carefully. 
e. Study guide to the Psychology textbook by Bernstein. This book provides chapter summaries and 

recommended practice multiple-choice questions. Questions are frequently assigned from the study 
guide.  

 
Materials and Text Used 

Bernstein, Douglas A., Alison Clarke-Stewart, Edward J. Roy, and Louis 
A. Penner. /Psychology 7th edition/. 
       Boston: Houghton Mifflin. 2006  
Henry, Kelly, Lebie, Linda, Bernstein, Douglas/ Study Guide, Psychology 7th edition/ 
Boston; Houghton Mifflin. 2006 
Maitland, Laura L., / 5 Steps to a 5: AP Psychology/ New York: McGraw Hill., 2004 
 
Assignment Requirements: 

All work submitted is expected to be of professional quality in content and appearance. Specifically, all 
assignments must be: 

a. On time (no credit will be given for Late Assignments!) 
b. Neatly written in blue or black ink or typed** 
c. On straight –edged paper. ** 
d. Complete and Organized. ** 
e. All essay written at home must be typed (12 font, New Time Roman, double-spaced, 1” margins) or 

handwritten neatly in ink. 



** There will be a 10% deduction in point value for assignments not meeting these requirements. 
 

Resources recommended 
a. Daily Newspaper (Philadelphia Inquirer) 
b. Weekly news magazine (Newsweek, Psychology Today) 
c. Computer with internet access 
d. Printer 
e. APA Handbook (latest Edition): For research assignments 
f. Any of the commercially published AP Review books. There are several good ones. AP prep books from 

Arco or the Princeton review are exceptionally good. You can go on Amazon or Barnes and noble to get 
a new or used test prep book. It is recommended that this book be purchased at the beginning of the 
school year and used throughout the year. 

 

Academic Honor Code policy 
All students are expected to follow the academic honor code. Unless specifically designated, ALL work is to be 
done independently. Collaborative assignments will be specifically designated. It is emphasized that all outlines 
and study guides must be completed independently. 



AP Psychology 
2014-2015 YEARLONG SYLLABUS 

 
You will find the due dates for each chapter on the yearly syllabus.  A completed outline (Different from study guide 
outline) and Focus and concept list for each chapter is due on the day of the quiz for that chapter.  It is strongly 
recommended that you have the outline completed on the first day the chapter is begun in class.  This will make it easier 
for you to complete weekly assignments.  These outline assignment dates will NOT change in response to changes in the 
school calendar, inclement weather days, etc.  Also, there are four major tests during the year.  The first three cover 3 or 4 
chapters (Chapters 1-4, chapters 5-9, Chapters 10-13); the last test covers five chapters (Chapters 14-18).  These tests will 
be scheduled the week following the last chapter for the section. Test are worth anywhere from 120- 150 points. 
 
You will receive a bi-weekly syllabus with specific assignments for each day.  These syllabi may need to be modified due 
to changes in the school calendar and inclement weather, but the week that each chapter is covered will not change. 
 
The AP Psychology Exam is scheduled for May 14, 2013.  Our challenge is to complete the study of Psychology before 
then; the test date does not change.   
 
 
WEEK OF . . . CHAPTER  NOTES 
8/27-8/30 Introduction & Summer 

Assignments Psychology – 1 
day; Chapter 1 – 3 days 
Topics: sub-fields of Psych, 
History of Psych, seminar 

4-day week (8/31-holiday) 
This course traces the emergence of scientific psychology in 
the nineteenth century from its roots in philosophy and 
physiology and covers the development of the major “schools” 
of psychology, showing how these schools differed in what 
they viewed as the proper subject matter of psychology and 
the methods used to study it.   

9/4-9/8 Chapter 1 – 1 day  
Quiz 9/05 
Chapter 2- 3 days 
Topics: Scientific Research, 
research methods 

4-day week (9/3-holiday) 
Quiz 9/05 

9/11-9/15 Chapter 2 
Topics: Research Methods, 
statistical analysis,  

This course studies the scientific nature of psychology and 
makes clear, through coverage, the methods psychologists use 
to ask and answer behavioral questions.  Emphasis is given to 
the experimental method and issues of appropriate 
experimental sampling and control.  However other methods, 
such as correlational method, which includes descriptive 
methods, naturalistic observation, the survey, and the case 
study, are also covered.  Finally students examined different 
research methods such as central tendency, variability, and 
correlation. 

9/18-9/22 Chapter 2- days 
Chapter 3- days 
Topics: ethics, The nervous 
system 

Quiz 9/20 
As per chapter two, students covered ethics; specifically 
patient/doctor confidentiality 

9/25-9/29 Chapter 3 
Topics: The peripheral 
nervous system, the brain 

Govt trip 9/29 
Throughout this course students study the brain as a key part 
of the body’s nervous system, paying particular attention the 
anatomical and functional relationships between the central, 
somatic, and autonomic nervous systems.  Students also gain 
an understanding of how the nervous system functions on a 
cellular level by examining the functions and structures 
associated with the neuron in the electrochemical transmission 
of impulses.  Finally students explore the interrelationship of 
the nervous system and the endocrine system as they examine 
hereditary influences on behavior. 



10/2-10/6 Chapter 3 
Topics: the Brain, 
Neurotransmitters, endocrine 
system 

4-day week (10/2-holiday); Spirit Week; Homecoming 10/7 
Quiz chapter 3 Friday 10/06 

10/9-10/13 Test Chapters 1-3 
Chapter 4 (4-days) 
Topics:  Social Influences on 
self, social perceptions, 
attitudes 
 

Unit #1 test Monday 10/09 

10/16-10/20 Chapter 17 
Topics: attitudes, Prejudices 
and stereotypes, interpersonal 
attraction 

Oct. 16-1st Per. Assembly-Seniors Only; Oct. 20-Govt. Trip 
Students learned in this course the basic concepts of social 
cognition, including how attributes of behavior are a blend of 
situational and dispositional factors.  Students also learned the 
influence of stereotypes on attributions of behavior.  Finally 
students learn that attitudes are relatively stable beliefs and 
feelings that individuals may have about controversial political 
issues, other social groups, or other individuals.   

10/23-10/27  
Chapter 17 – 2 days 
Chapter 18- 3 days 
Topics: Conformity, 
compliance, Obedience 

Quiz Chapter 17 Tuesday 10/24 
In this course students are exposed to classic studies dealing 
with the concepts of conformity, compliance, and obedience 
and learn how findings in the laboratory setting can shed light 
on everyday behavior.   

 
WEEK OF . . . CHAPTER  NOTES 
10/30-11/3 Chapter 18 

Topics:  Aggression, 
Altruism, Cooperation, 
conflict, Group Process 

Govt trip 11/3; AP US trip 11/4-11/7 
Quiz Friday 11/03 

11/6-11/10 Chapter 4 –sensation 4-days 
Topics: Hearing and vision 

4-day week (11/7-inservice); AP US Trip 11/ 4-11/7; AP Eur 
Trip – 11/10  
In covering the various sensory systems, this course gives 
greatest emphasis to vision and audition.  Coverage includes 
anatomy and function of the eye and ear, color theories of 
vision, audition, perceptional acuity, sensory adaptation, and 
sensory disorders such as deafness and color blindness.   

11/13-11/17 Chapter 4 
Topics: Smell, taste, touch, 
and pain 

11/17-early dismissal; Junior Play 11/17-11/19 
Quiz Friday 11/17 
Guest Speaker: Angela Crouch Christiania Care 

11/20-11/24 Chapter 5 Perception – 3 days 
Topics: Psychophysics, 
perceptual organizations 

3-day week (11/20-11/22 early dismissals & conferences; 
11/20-11/21-Bowling Trips; 11/23 & 11/24-holidays;) 

11/27-12/1 Chapter 5: perception- 4 days 4-day week (11/27-holiday) Quiz Friday 12/01 
This course involves the interpretation of the raw materials 
provided by the senses and focuses on the interplay between 
characteristics of the perceiver and those of the environment in 
the constructive processes of attending to and organizing 
experimental data.  Therefore students will discover how 
stability is created in the perceptional world via perceptual 
constancies, how a three-dimensional world is constructed 
from a two0demensional retinal image, what conditions are 
required for the perception of motion, and how familiar and 
unfamiliar patterns are perceived.    

12/4-12/8 Unit #2 Test 
Chapter 6- Learning 
Topics: Classical 

Unit #2 test: Monday 12/04 
This courses introduces students to the differences between 
unlearned and learned behavior.  It covers the basic processes 



Conditioning, Operant 
Conditioning 

of classical conditioning and operant conditioning and makes 
clear their similarities and differences.  Students will learn 
about the basic phenomena of learning such as acquisition, 
extinction, spontaneous recovery generalization, 
discrimination and higher-order conditioning.  Furthermore 
students will study the effects of reinforcement and 
punishment in different learning paradigms.     

12/11-12/15 Chapter 6: Learning 
Topics: Operant conditioning, 
Cognitive process, People 
learn 

 

12/18-12/22 Chapter 6: Learning 
Topics; Research on learning 
Midterm assignment given, 
Memory assignment given 

Early dismissal – 12/22 Quiz Chapter 6: Wed. 12/21  

12/25-12/29 Midterm Projects over Winter 
Break, Memory assignment 
Topic: The most influential 
Psychologist, Therapy 
session. 

Winter Break 12/25-12/29 

1/1-1/5 Chapter 7 memory  – 4 days 
Topics: nature of memory, 
storing memories, retrieving 
memories 

4-day week (1/1-holiday) 
In this course students will study the field of cognitive 
psychology, specifically how individuals process knowledge.  
Therefore students learn about reconstruction, complexity, 
episodic, and semantic memory, forgetting, the role of context, 
and current models of memory processes and practical 
methods for improving memory.   

1/8-1/12 Chapter 7 memory 
Topics: Forgetting, biology of 
memory, memory research 

Quiz Friday 1/12 

1/15-1/19 Midterms: Most influential 
theorist. Therapy session 
Paper and oral seminar 

4-day week (1/15-holiday) Midterms 1/16-1/19  (tentative 
dates) 

 
WEEK OF . . . CHAPTER  NOTES 
1/22-1/26 Chapter 8: Cognition and 

language 
Topics: Functions of thought, 
Mental representations, 
thinking strategies 

4-day week (1/22-inservice) 
 

1/29-2/2 Chapter 8: Cognition and 
language 
Topics: Problem solving, 
Decision Making, Language 

Quiz 2/02 Friday 
Students, following their examination on memory, will study 
the various psycholinguistic models of language and learn 
how biological, cognitive, and cultural—social constraints 
operate on the acquisition, development, and use of language.  
Students are also introduced to the relationship between 
language and thought.    

2/5-2/9 Chapter 9: Consciousness- 3 
days 
Topics: Analyzing 
Consciousness, Sleeps and 
dreams 

   Senior play 
In this part of the course, students are introduced to research 
information on different states of consciousness, ranging from 
normal occurrences in day-to-day lives to those that are 
different form the experience of most people.  Understanding 
consciousness and what it encompasses is critical to an 
appreciation of what is meant by a given state of 
consciousness.  The most  

2/12-2/16 Chapter 9: Consciousness PSSA Writing (Juniors) – Window 2/12-2/23 



Topics: Sleeps and dreams, 
Hypnosis, Psychoactive drugs 

Chapter 9 quiz Thursday 2/15 
Students will learn about the stages of NREM sleep and REM 
sleep and will be introduced to the functions, dysfunctions, 
and theories of sleep, as well as studying the variations in 
consciousness including hypnosis, meditation, daydreaming, 
and the effects of drugs.  

2/19-2/23 Chapter 10: Cognitive 
abilities- 3 days 
Topics: Testing for 
Intelligence 
 

3-day week (2/19-holiday; 2/23 - inservice); PSSA Writing 
(Juniors) Window 2/12-2/23 
This part of the courses deals with the major theories 
pertaining to the structure of personality and intelligence, 
including trait and type theories of personalities, and general 
and specific-factor views of intellect.  This course also deals 
with the development of intelligence and considers the 
extremes of this trait.   

2/26-3/2 Chapter 10 Cognitive 
Abilities 
Topics: quality of tests, IQ 
Scores, understanding 
cognitive abilities, diverse 
cognitive abilities 

Law trip 3/2 
Chapter 10 quiz 3/02 
Students will confront the ethical issues that arise in 
connection with the use of tests, such as conflicts over the 
confidentiality of the information obtained on tests, problems 
in reporting the results of tests to the individuals who take 
them, and the use of test scores for making comparisons 
among people.    

3/5-3/9 Evaluating Intel. Tests 
Unit# 3 Test 
Chapter 11: Motivation and 
Emotion (4 days) 
Topics: Theories of 
motivation, Conflicts of 
Motives, Nature of emotion 
 

Unit #3 Test Monday 3/05 
Chapters 6-10 
Throughout this piece of the course students will learn about 
the forces that influence the strength and direction of behavior.  
They learn that although early theories of motivation only 
concentrated on the internal instincts, later theories 
acknowledged the role of external incentives.   
 

3/12-3/16 Chapter 11 Motivation 
Topics: Theories of 
motivation, Hunger and 
eating, Sexual Behavior, 
Achievement motivation 
Chapter 11 Motivation (4-
days) 
Topics: Conflicts of motives, 
nature of emotion, theories of 
emotion, Communicating 
emotion 
 

PSSA Reading & Math (Juniors) – Window 3/12-3/23 
Quiz Chapter 11 on Friday 3/16  
Students will learn during this piece of the course that motives 
are divided into two distinct types and that both physiology 
and sociology play a role in motivational states.   

3/19-3/23 Chapter 12: Human 
Development 
Topic: Beginnings of life 
Topics: Infancy and 

PSSA Window 3/12 – 3/23; Junior Prom – 3/23 
In this piece of the course students will consider psychology 
as a life-span perspective and that development takes place in 
the physical, cognitive, social, and moral dimensions of our 
lives.    

3/26-3/30 Ch. 12 Human Development 
Childhood cognitive 
development, Infancy and 
childhood: Social and 
emotional development 

Early dismissals & conferences 3/27-3/30 

4/2-4/6 AP Psych Review over 
Spring Break 
Adolescence and adulthood 
section given over break  

Spring Break 
AP Practice Exam Review 
Chapter 12 human development quiz given over break 



4/9-4/13  
Chapter 12: Human 
Development (1 day)  
Chapter 13: Stress and health 
(4 days) 
Topics: Stress and stressors, 
Stress responses, Stress 
mediators 
 

4-day week (4/9 - spring break); Law trip – 4/13 
Quiz due 4/10 (Spring Break Assignments due 4/10) 
AP Evening Reviews 4- 6p.m. 4/10, 4/12 

4/16-4/20 Chapter 13: Stress and Health 
(days)  
Topics: Physiology of Health 
and Illness, Promoting 
healthy behavior 
Chapter 14: Personality 
Topic: Psychodynamic 
Approach 

Musical 4/20-4/22; Law trip – 4/20 
Chapter 13 quiz Tuesday 4/17 
AP Evening Reviews 4/16, 4/18 4- 6p.m. 
Students will come to understand in this part of the course the 
major theories and approaches to personality, which include 
psychoanalytic/psychodynamic, humanistic, cognitive, trait, 
social learning, and behaviorist.  Throughout this chapter, 
students will recognize that each of the approaches to 
personality has implications for their understanding of both 
normal and abnormal personality, the assessment of 
personality, models of personality development, and the 
treatment of dysfunctional behavior.    

 
WEEK OF . . . CHAPTER  NOTES 
4/23-4/27 Chapter 14: Personality 

Topics: The trait Approach, 
Social Cognitive Approach, 
Humanistic approach 
Chapter 15: Psychological 
Disorders (1 Day)  
Topics: Defining Psych 
Disorders,  

Law trip – 4/27 
Chapter 14 Quiz: Thursday, 4/26 
AP Evening Reviews 4/24, 4/26 4- 6 p.m. 

4/30-5/4 Chapter 15: Psych Disorders 
Topics; Explaining Psych 
Disorders, Classifying Psych 
Disorders, Anxiety Disorders,  

AP Reviews 5/01, 5/03 4- 6p.m. 
Practice Exams Given Saturday 5/05 
2004 released exam 
8 am-11 am 

5/7-5/11 Chapter 15 Psych Disorders 
Topics: Somatoform 
Disorders, Mood Disorders, 
Schizophrenia, Personality, 
other Psych Disorders, 
Treatment of Psych Disorders 
chapter 16 
 
 

AP Exams 5/7-5/11; AP US – 5/11 
AP Reviews 3- 5p.m. 
Chapter 15-16 quiz Thursday 5/10 
Unit #4 test Chapters 11-16 Friday 5/11 
Through this final piece of the course students will be 
introduced to the treatment of psychological disorders through 
an overview of the approaches used by therapists of different 
treatment orientations such as behavioral, humanistic, 
psychoanalytic/psychodynamic, Gestalt, cognitive-behavioral, 
and pharmacological approaches.   

5/14-5/18 Monday AP Review 
Test taking Strategies 
Tuesday AP Psych Exam 
Wed. Debriefing 
Thursday/ Friday Begin 
Psych multimedia projects 
Psych in film, in-depth 
original case studies, original 
demonstrations of psych 
concepts 
 

4-day week (Inservice – 5/15); AP Exams 5/14-5/18; Senior 
Prom – 5/18 
5 steps to a 5 Practice exams 
 Review of 2004 released exam strengths and weaknesses 
AP Evening Review 5/14 3-6 p.m. 
 AP PSYCHOLOGY EXAM 5/15 
12 p.m. Off Site Kennett Red Clay room  
Be there by 11:45 am. 



5/21-5/25 Project Research time Mental 
Illness in Film (2-days) Start 
presentations on Wed.  

AP Euro trip – 5/24; Law trip – 5/25 

5/28-6/1 Project Presentations; Film 
Study (time permitting) 

4-day week (5/28-holiday) 

6/4-6/8 Film Study – 6/4 (last day) 
Final exams 6/5-6/8 

Final Exams 6/5-6/8 (tentative dates) 

6/11-6/15 Last student/teacher day – 
6/11; Graduation!! – 6/12 

Snow make-up days 6/12, 6/13, 6/14, 6/15, 6/18, 6/19, 6/20, 
6/21, 6/22, 6/25 
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