
English Language and Composition 
English 150 

 
The Course 

From College Board AP English Language Course Description 
 
Introduction 
An AP course in English Language and Composition engages students in becoming skilled readers 
of prose written in a variety of rhetorical contexts, and in becoming skilled writers who compose for 
a variety of purposes. Both their writing and their reading should make students aware of the 
interactions among a writer’s purposes, audience expectations, and subjects as well as the way 
generic conventions and their sources of language contribute to effectiveness in writing. 
 
Goals 
The goals of an AP English Language and Composition course are diverse because the college 
composition course is one of the most varied in the curriculum. The college course provides 
students with opportunities to write about a variety of subjects from a variety of disciplines and to 
demonstrate an awareness of audience and purpose. But the overarching objective in most first-year 
writing courses is to enable students to write effectively and confidently in their college courses 
across the curriculum and in their professional and personal lives. Therefore, most composition 
courses emphasize the expository, analytical, and argumentative writing that forms the basis of 
academic and professional communication, as well as the personal and reflective writing that fosters 
the development of writing facility in any context. In addition, most composition courses teach 
students that the expository, analytical, and argumentative writing they must do in college is based 
on reading as well as on personal experience and observation.  
 
Composition courses, therefore, teach students to: 

• Read primary and secondary sources carefully,  
• Synthesize material from these texts in their own compositions, and 
• Cite sources using conventions recommended by professional organizations such as the 

Modern Language Association (MLA), the University of Chicago Press (The Chicago Manual of 
Style), the American Psychological Association (APA), and the Council of Biology Editors 
(CBE).  

 
As in the college course, the purpose of the AP English Language and Composition course is to 
enable students to: 

• Read complex texts with understanding and  
• Write prose of sufficient richness and complexity to communicate effectively with mature 

readers.  
 
An AP English Language and Composition course should help students move beyond such 
programmatic responses as the five-paragraph essay that provides an introduction with a thesis and 
three reasons, body paragraphs on each reason, and a conclusion that restates the thesis. Although 
such formulaic approaches may provide minimal organization, they often encourage unnecessary 
repetition and fail to engage the reader.  
 



Students should be encouraged to place their emphasis on content, purpose, and audience and to 
allow this focus to guide the organization of their writing. 
 
Writing 
College writing programs recognize that skill in writing proceeds from students’ awareness of their 
own composing processes: the way they explore ideas, reconsider strategies, and revise their work. 
This experience of the process of composing is the essence of the first-year writing course, and AP 
English Language and Composition should emphasize this process, asking students to write essays 
that proceed through several stages or drafts, with revision aided by teacher and peers. Although 
these extended, revised essays cannot be part of the AP Exam, the experience of writing them will 
help make students more self-aware and flexible writers and thus may help their performance on the 
exam itself. The various AP English Language Released Exams and AP Central 
(apcentral.collegeboard.com) provide sample student essay responses to exercises that can be 
useful as timed writing assignments and as the basis for extended writing projects.  
 
Students write in both informal and formal contexts to gain authority and learn to take risks in 
writing. In the vein of paradigm learning and modeling, imitation exercises, journal keeping, 
collaborative writing, and in-class responses are all good ways of helping students become 
increasingly aware of themselves as writers and of the techniques employed by the writers they read. 
As well as engaging in varied writing tasks, students become acquainted with a wide variety of prose 
styles from many disciplines and historical periods and gain understanding of the connections 
between writing and interpretive skill in reading. 
 
Concurrently, to reflect the increasing importance of graphics and visual images in texts published in 
print and electronic media, students are asked to analyze how such images both relate to written 
texts and serve as alternative forms of text themselves. 
 
Research and Synthesis 
In addition, the informed use of research materials and the ability to synthesize varied sources (to 
evaluate, use, and cite sources) are integral parts of the AP English Language and Composition 
course. Students move past assignments that allow for the uncritical citation of sources and, instead, 
take up projects that call on them to evaluate the legitimacy and purpose of sources used. One way 
to help students synthesize and evaluate their sources in this way is the researched argument paper.  
 
Researched argument papers help students to formulate varied, informed arguments. Unlike the 
traditional research paper, in which works are often summarized but not evaluated or used to 
support the writer’s own ideas, the researched argument paper asks students to consider each source 
as a text that was itself written for a particular audience and purpose. Researched argument papers 
remind students that they must sort through disparate interpretations to analyze, reflect upon, and 
write about a topic. When students are asked to bring the experience and opinions of others into 
their essays in this way, they enter into conversations with other writers and thinkers. The results of 
such conversations are essays that use citations for substance rather than show, for dialogue rather 
than diatribe. 
 
While the AP English Language and Composition course assumes that students already understand 
and use standard English grammar, it also reflects the practice of reinforcing writing conventions at 
every level. Therefore, occasionally the exam may contain multiple-choice questions on usage to 
reflect the link between grammar and style. The intense concentration on language use in the course 



enhances students’ ability to use grammatical conventions appropriately and to develop stylistic 
maturity in their prose. Stylistic development is nurtured by emphasizing the following: 

• a wide-ranging vocabulary used appropriately and effectively; 
• a variety of sentence structures, including appropriate use of subordination and 
coordination; 
• logical organization, enhanced by specific techniques to increase coherence, such as 
repetition, transitions, and emphasis; 
• a balance of generalization and specific illustrative detail; and 
• an effective use of rhetoric, including controlling tone, establishing and maintaining voice, 
and achieving appropriate emphasis through diction and sentence structure. 
 

When students read, they should become aware of how stylistic effects are achieved by writers’ 
linguistic choices. Since imaginative literature often highlights such stylistic decisions, fiction and 
poetry clearly can have a place in the AP English Language and Composition course. The main 
purpose of including such literature is to aid students in understanding rhetorical and linguistic 
choices, rather than to study literary conventions.  
 
Upon completing the AP English Language and Composition course, students should be 
able to: 

• analyze and interpret samples of good writing, identifying and explaining an author’s use of 
rhetorical strategies and techniques; 
• apply effective strategies and techniques in their own writing; 
• create and sustain arguments based on readings, research, and/or personal experience; 
• write for a variety of purposes; 
• produce expository, analytical, and argumentative compositions that introduce a complex 
central idea and develop it with appropriate evidence drawn from primary and/or secondary 
sources, cogent explanations, and clear transitions; 
• demonstrate understanding and mastery of standard written English as well as stylistic 
maturity in their own writings; 
• demonstrate understanding of the conventions of citing primary and secondary sources; 
• move effectively through the stages of the writing process, with careful attention to inquiry 
and research, drafting, revising, editing, and review; 
• write thoughtfully about their own process of composition; 
• revise a work to make it suitable for a different audience; 
• analyze image as text; and 
• evaluate and incorporate reference documents into researched papers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Approximate Course Outline 
 
First Quarter 
Summer Assignments  

1. Read, Annotate, and Journal responses to William Zinsser’s On Writing Well. 
2. Read, Annotate, and Journal responses to Ronald C. White Jr.’s Lincoln’s Greatest Speech: 

The Second Inaugural. 
3. Read, analyze, synthesize and present the overarching themes/rhetorical structures of a 

non-fiction book of student’s choice.  Class discussion of authors’ intent, audience, and 
purpose. 

4. Read and analyze an article from a reputable magazine source. 
5. Write and submit a 300-500 word op/ed piece to a local newspaper. 

 
Close Reading--Art and Craft of Analysis Non-Fiction 

1. Annotation 
2. Talking with the Text 
3. Visual Literacy 
4. Define: Style, tone, diction, syntax, trope, metaphor, simile, personification, hyperbole, 

scheme, parallelisms, juxtapositions, antitheses, etc. 
5. Writing about close reading 

 
Introduction to Rhetoric 

1. Rhetoric and Audience 
2. Rhetorical Triangle  
3. Ethos, Logos, and Pathos 
4. Visual Rhetoric 
5. Patterns of Development 

 
Introduction to Persuasion 

1. Process writing 
2. Peer revision 

 
Literature Study 
The main purpose of including such literature is to aid students in understanding rhetorical and 
linguistic choices, rather than to study literary conventions:   

The Scarlett Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne and/or 
The Crucible by Arthur Miller 

 
Second Quarter 
Language: How does the language we use reveal who we are? 

1. Read, annotate, and journal memoir and fiction pieces on language. 
2. Write personal narrative answering question: How does language reveal who you are? 

 
Introduction to Expository Reading/Writing 

1. Read, annotate, journal, discuss, and analyze nonfiction expository modes. 
2. Write MLA style expository research paper on current issue. 

a. Gather, evaluate, and use primary and secondary sources  
b. Create note and source cards 
c. Plan non-formal and formal outlines 



d. Draft—peer and teacher conferencing 
e. Complete MLA style Works Cited page 

Introduction to Argument Reading/Writing 
1. Read, annotate, journal, discuss, and analyze nonfiction argument modes on subjects 

including: 
a. Education 
b. Work 
c. Community 
d. Gender 
e. Science and Technology 

2. Plan, write, revise an argument paper on a current issue using another documentation style. 
 
Literature Study 
The main purpose of including such literature is to aid students in understanding rhetorical and 
linguistic choices, rather than to study literary conventions:   

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain and/or 
The Wasteland by T.S. Eliot 

  
Third Quarter 
Introduction to the Synthesis Essay—combining reading/writing skills learned and practiced 
throughout the year, students will: 

1. complete published synthesis prompts  
2. research, write, and present own synthesis prompts (group or individual) 
3. complete peers’ synthesis prompts 

 
Preparing for the AP Language and Composition Test 

1. Guerrilla tactics 
2. The Multiple Choice Section 

a. Understanding Structure 
b. Take Practice Tests 
c. Consensus Scoring 

3. Work on Testing Stamina 
  
Literature Study 
The main purpose of including such literature is to aid students in understanding rhetorical and 
linguistic choices, rather than to study literary conventions:   

The Awakening by Kate Chopin and  
The Glass Menagerie by Tennessee Williams 

 
Fourth Quarter 
AP Talk—Students will blend style and genre to create a multimedia research paper while focusing 
on visual literacy to create a TED Talk style presentation. 
 
College Admission Project 

1. Research college admission process 
2. Individual students select college they will be applying to and research: 

a. SAT, GPA, ACT, and AP requirements 
b. Student life 
c. Other admission requirements 



3. Plan, write, and revise three college essays 
a. Common Application 
b. Great Moment 
c. Uncommon Application question 

4. Submit copies to teacher and to peers 
5. The “Game”—each student reads three essays from their peers and “accept” one, “wait-

list” one, and “reject” one from their researched college and defend their decision. 
 

Literature Study The main purpose of including such literature is to aid students in understanding 
rhetorical and linguistic choices, rather than to study literary conventions:   

The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald 
 

 
Daily/Weekly Routines: 
Word-of-the-Day: copy word and definition then freewrite a personal association for memory and 
relevance.  Words will come from SAT high frequency list and AP Language and Composition 
terminology book. 
 
Wednesday: Hacker (grammar) Review and Reading minutes (1-3 presentations) 
Friday:  

• Timed writing exercise from published AP Language and Composition tests.  Assessment is 
based on the 9-point scoring rubric and will be individually, peer, or teacher graded. And/or 

• Article of the Week due in class at start of the period 
 
Writer’s Notebook: 
In Writer’s Notebook students will: 

1.  Journal, respond, analyze, interpret, synthesize, question, and challenge each essay, article, 
story, visual assigned as homework. 

2. Keep running list of “trouble words” they encounter in their reading to define on their own. 
3. Complete daily word-of-the-day assignment 

 
Writing Process: 
Students are expected to go through the writing process for all formal writing assignments including 
by not exclusive to: 

1. Planning, prewriting, graphing,  webbing, outlining 
2. Drafting 
3. Revision 
4. Editing 
5. Publishing 

 
Homework/Assignment Policy: 
NO LATE WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED! Please refer to the attached AGHS English 
Department Guidelines for details. 
 
 
Resources:  
Cohen, Samuel. 50 Essays. second. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin's, 2007. 
 
Hacker, Diana. Rules for Writers. Sixth. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin's, 2008. 



 
Renee H. Shea, Lawrence Scanlon, Robin Dissin Aufses. The Language of Composition: Reading, Writing, 
Rhetoric. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin's, 2008. 
 
Additional Resources: 
The New Yorker 
Atlantic Monthly 
Harper’s 
New York Times 
Princeton, Cliffs, and Barron’s AP Study Guides 
College Board published exams 
Bedford Glossary of Critical and Literary Terms 
 
 


