
 

Avon Grove High School English Department                                                                                                     Summer Reading Program 
 

9th Grade Honors English 

The purpose of summer reading is to enhance student’s independent literacy skills.  At the Honors level, summer reading also serves to 
enhance the curriculum by providing independent time for students for engage in high-level thinking with literature and writing relevant to our 
later studies.  Honors students are assumed to possess exceptional initiative, thinking ability, and willingness to engage in content and skills that are 
above-grade level.  Thus, the selections on this list reflect the assumed maturity and academic capability of Honors students. 

Ninth-grade English is a survey-course.  Major topics/genre of study will be: epics, Greek mythology, memoirs, the Bildungsroman genre 
(“coming of age”), Shakespearean drama, utopia/dystopia in government systems, and multicultural literature.  In addition to the assumed maturity 
of Honors students, the following selections serve to forward the instructional goals of the course.  

  
***The assignments we use in the first weeks of school will require quite a bit of textual support.  It is suggested you have your copy of the book with you.*** 

 

You will read 2 texts this summer. 
Text Assignment 

Required: 
 

The Lord of the Flies by William Golding 

 
Handwritten notes following the 6 categories described 

below with FIVE entries for each category.   
 

Notes written in the incorrect format will not be accepted.  
Notes will used for Socratic Seminar in the opening 

weeks of school.  

Required: 
Choose (1) fiction or non-fiction text of your choice  

Some suggestions are listed below but you may also choose a different title if it 
meets this criteria: 

 

● High school reading level 
● School appropriate 
● Parent approved 

 
 
 

 
Handwritten notes:  
 
For this book, I would like you to take notes how you 
prefer.  I would like to see how you prefer to do notes 
and how much you know about good note taking.  
 
Keep in mind, just simply summarizing does not 
demonstrate a reflective, honors level reader.  
 
You will certainly need quotes to use for an in-class 
activity so keep that in mind while note-taking.  
 

Suggested Fiction Titles 
Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson 
13 Reasons Why by Jay Asher 
The Boy in the Striped Pajamas by John Boyne 
The Perks of Being a Wallflower by Stephen Chbosky 
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime by Mark Haddon 
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part Time Indian by Sherman Alexie 
Feed by M.T. Anderson 
Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card 
Scrawl by Mark Shulman 
The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by Douglass Adams 
City of Bones by Cassandra Clare 
Monster by Walter Dean Myers 
The Hate U Give  by Angie Thomas 
 

Suggested Nonfiction Titles 

I am Malala by Malala Yousafzai  

Falling Leaves by  Adeline Yen Mah 

A Long Way Gone by Ishmael Beah 

Freedom Writers Diary  by The Freedom Writers 

Soul Surfer by Bethany Hamilton & Rick Bundschuh 

The Blindside by Michael Lewis 

The Boy on the Wooden Box by Leon Leyson & Marilyn J. Harran 

Farewell to Manzanar by Jeanne Wakatsuki & James D. Houston 

Is Everyone Hanging Out Without Me? by Mindy Kaling 

Laughing at My Nightmare by Shane Burcaw 

No Summit Out of Sight by Jordan Romero & Linda LeBlanc 

Three Little Words by Ashley Rhodes-Courter

 

Disclaimer about possibly mature content: In an effort to incorporate more 21st Century Literature, some of these titles may contain mature 

language, events, or themes. Please research these titles to find the best option that you and your parents would approve of.  

Hand Written Notes 
(follow this practice for the required book) 

 



 

The purpose of notes is to provide you with evidence of your higher-level thinking while reading and eventually discussing 
literature.  While you read each book create hand-written notes organized in the format listed below.  These notes should 
have limited recall of plot 

o While this knowledge is necessary for understanding, it is assumed that it is understood by readers.  Spend more of your note-taking time 
focusing on the “larger literary issues” in the text. 

 
USE THE COLLINS HEADER, on the LEFT SIDE of your paper: 

 
YOUR NAME 
Teacher’s name 
English 110- Period # 
# Month 2018 
 
Create a HEADING/SECTION for each of the following (6) categories and record examples WITH QUOTES 

and PAGE #’s to support your thinking. 
 

***You are required to have AT LEAST 5 entries for each category.*** 
There is no need to skip lines.  

● Characterization (C) 
o Focus on how the protagonist and other characters develop throughout the text 9The key word here is “develop,” do not simply just list 

characteristics.) 

● Literary devices and their significance/effect (L) 
o symbolism, foreshadowing, imagery, etc. 

● Interesting/Important passages with short rationale (I) 
o include page numbers for all quotations and explain WHY they seem important/noteworthy 

● ANALYTICAL questions you have while reading (Q) 
o Analytical Questions: will require deep-thinking about the text and are more open ended.  You should include the question AND your 

personal response to the question. (The answers to these types of questions vary and usually cannot be found within the text)/  

● Themes (T) 
o Include a possible theme for the story and explain WHY you think that. Books can have multiple themes. 
o Additionally, there could be multiple passages or events that support the same theme.  

● Miscellaneous items (difficult vocabulary, general thoughts/reactions, etc.) (M) 
 
 

 
 

Great Readers… 

● recognize, but don’t rely upon, the entire plot. 
● describe how the context (geographical and/or historical setting) affects the story. 
● evaluate characters and their relationships. 
● recognize literary terms. 
● evaluate which events are more important than others. 
● decipher the structure of a story (exposition, climax, conclusion). 
● are passionate about what they read. 
● visualize.  Play the “mental movie.” 

 


