
FSEMS Summer Reading for Incoming 8th Graders 

 
The purpose of summer reading is to enhance students’ independent literacy skills. Additionally, it serves to support the 

core curriculum by providing independent time for students to begin thinking about the major concepts with which we will be 

engaging in both literature and writing in our later studies. Students are assumed to possess initiative, critical thinking ability, and 

willingness to engage in content and skills that are on-grade level. 

Prospective 8th grade students will complete the two projects below. The first required reading is a fiction novel from the 

list below. The second required reading is a nonfiction book from the list provided. Both projects are due on the first day of school 

and will be used to support your thinking in small and large group discussions in class.  

 

Fiction (Choose ONE) Nonfiction (Choose ONE) 

*Maximum Ride: The Angel Experiment by James 

Patterson 

*Kira, Kira by Cynthia Kadohata 

*Peter and the Starcatchers by Dave Barry and Ridley 

Pearson 

*Uglies by Scott Westerfeld 

*The Watsons Go to Birmingham by Christopher Paul 

Curtis 

*Hollow City by Ransom Riggs 

*Bomb by Steve Sheinkin 

*An American Plague by Jim Murphy 

*Port Chicago 50 by Steve Sheinkin 

 
Fiction Assignment: Memory Jar (16 points) 

 
Directions: A memory jar is a physical jar where one places meaningful items to remember important times his/her life. Choose a 

fiction book to read. When you are finished think about five items that the main character would place in his/her memory jar that 

he/she feels are significant. Using a variety of colors, illustrate the five items in the jar on the worksheet. On the lines provided, 

name the item and explain why the main character would feel it is significant. Use evidence from the text to support your thinking. 

 
Example: (Katniss from Hunger Games): 

Item: Bow and Arrow 

Reasoning: Katniss uses her bow and arrow to provide food for her family. Additionally, the time spent hunting with Gale creates a 

special bond between the two of them. When the tributes were being tested for their skills, these weapons allowed her to earn the 

highest training score despite others’ preconceived notions of her ability. While Katniss is in the Hunger Games arena, she uses the 

bow and arrow for protection for herself and her allies. Finally, the arrow is incorporated into the Mockingjay pin, a symbol of the 

resistance. 

 
Grading Criteria: 

Ten points for the memory jar evidence written in complete sentences and citing details from the novel and six points 

for colorful illustrations and creativity. 



Name:    Fiction Title:   Block:    
 

 



Fiction Assignment - Memory Jar items and explanation with text evidence 

 
 

Item #1:     

 

 

 

 

 
Item #2:     

 

 

 

 

 
Item #3:     

 

 

 

 

 
Item #4:     

 

 

 

 

 
Item #5:     

 

 

 



Name:     Nonfiction Title: Block:    
 

 

Nonfiction Assignment: Literature Notes for Discussion (24 points) 
 

Directions: For many people, much of their pleasure reading tends to be fiction. For a balanced literacy diet, however, it is also 

important to read nonfiction. Nonfiction comes in a number of different forms. Your options for the nonfiction portion of summer 
reading fall under the literary nonfiction category and can be found in the chart on page 1. You will assume the responsibility for 
helping your group discuss one of the assigned nonfiction books by using the four thinking strategies below: summarizing, 
questioning, predicting, and clarifying/inferring. 

 
Grading Criteria: As you read your nonfiction book, take notes and be prepared during the first few days of school to actively 

participate in and/or facilitate a group discussion. You are required to include two responses, worth two points each, per category. 
Notes will be gleaned from the beginning, middle, and end of the book. Your goal is to show high-level thinking as this assignment is 
worth a total of 24 points. 

 
 

NOTES/ TALKING POINTS - BEGINNING OF BOOK 
 

Questioning Predicting/Inferring Word Clarifying Summarizing 
As you read the first few 

chapters of the book, record two 

questions you could ask about 

the reading. These could 

include questions to actively 

engage the group in a 

meaningful discussion or 

thought questions that the text 

makes you wonder. Questions 

can begin with “What do you 

think…” or “Why do you 

think…”. Make sure to cite page 
numbers. 

As you read the first few 

chapters of the book, identify two 

text-related predictions or 

inferences which should be 

based on evidence from the text 

and answers one of the following 

questions: What information 

might come next? (predict) What 

might happen next?(predict) or 

What do you think the author is 

trying to say?(infer). Make sure 

to cite page numbers. 

As you read the first few chapters 

of the book, record two words, 

phrases, or ideas from the story 

that may be confusing to you or 

your group and may require 

further explanation. These words 

could be words that are not able 

to be understood using context 

clues or other strategies and 

need further research. Make sure 

to cite page numbers. 

After you read the first few chapters 

of the book, write a 3-4 sentence 

summary. An important question to 

answer is, “What is this section 

mostly about?” 

    



Name:     Nonfiction Title: Block:    
 

 
NOTES/TALKING POINTS - MIDDLE OF BOOK 

 
 

Questioning Predicting/Inferring Clarifying Summarizing 
As you read the first few chapters 

of the book, record two questions 

you could ask about the reading. 

These could include questions to 

actively engage the group in a 

meaningful discussion or thought 

questions that the text makes you 

wonder. Questions can begin with 

“What do you think…” or “Why do 

you think…”. Make sure to cite 

page numbers. 

As you read the first few 

chapters of the book, identify 

two text-related prediction or 

inference which should be 

based on evidence from the 

text and answers one of the 

following questions: What 

information might come next? 

(predict) What might happen 

next?(predict) or What do you 

think the author is trying to 

say?(infer). Make sure to cite 

page numbers. 

As you read the first few chapters 

of the book, record two words, 

phrases, or ideas from the story 

that may be confusing to you or 

your group and may require 

further explanation. These words 

could be words that are not able 

to be understood using context 

clues or other strategies and 

need further research. Make sure 

to cite page numbers. 

After you read the first few chapters 

of the book, write a 3-4 sentence 

summary. An important question to 

answer is, “What is this section 

mostly about?” 

    



Name:     Nonfiction Title: Block:    
 

 

NOTES/ TALKING POINTS - END OF BOOK 

 

Questioning Predicting/Inferring Clarifying Summarizing 
As you read the last few chapters 

of the book, record questions you 

could ask about the reading. 

These could include questions to 

actively engage the group in a 

meaningful discussion or thought 

questions that the text makes you 

wonder .Questions can begin with 

“What do you think…” or “Why do 

you think…”. Make sure to cite 

page numbers. 

As you read the last few 

chapters of the book, identify a 

text-related prediction or 

inference which should be 

based on evidence from the 

text and answers one of the 

following questions: What 

information might come next? 

(predict) What might happen 

next?(predict) or What do you 

think the author is trying to 

say?(infer). Make sure to cite 

page numbers. 

As you read the last few chapters 

of the book, record words, 

phrases, or ideas from the story 

that may be confusing to you or 

your group and may require 

further explanation. These words 

could be words that are not able 

to be understood using context 

clues or other strategies and 

need further research. Make sure 

to cite page numbers. 

After you read the last few chapters 

of the book, write a 3-5 sentence 

summary. An important question to 

answer is, “What is this section 

about?” 

    

 


