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Name:_________________________   Block:____ 

 

Fred S. Engle Middle School 
2018 Required Summer Reading Assignment 

Students Entering 7th Grade 
 

Fred S. Engle Middle School students are required to read at least two books over the 
summer.  Students must make one selection from the list below.   

The second required book is an independent choice, which should be on or above each 
student’s independent reading level.  While reading the independent choice, students are required to 
show evidence of active reading by turning in the active reading strategies sheets attached during the 
first week of school.  See page 6 for further directions for the second book.  Students should be 
prepared to discuss both selections during the first week of school. 
 
Book #1: Choose from the list below.  Books are listed in order of difficulty from least to most 
challenging.   Book summaries can be found on the bottom of this page and the other side of this 
page.   

 
The Tiger Rising    Kate DiCamillo 

The League     Thatcher Heldring 

No More Dead Dogs   Gordon Korman 
Fablehaven     Brandon Mull 

Pinch Hit     Tim Green 
Candy Shop War    Brandon Mull 

The Caged Graves   Dianne Salerni 
Vietnam I Pledge Allegiance  Chris Lynch 

A Mango Shaped Space   Wendy Mass  
So B It     Sarah Weeks 

Blizzard’s Wake    Phyllis Reynolds Naylor 
Blizzard     Jim Murphy  

Downsiders     Neal Shusterman 
 
Book #1 Title (chosen from list above): _____________________________ 

 
The Tiger Rising 
Rob and Sistine prove that some things can’t be locked up forever. 
 
The League 
Wyatt Parker is an awkward eighth grader who gets picked on by bullies and told what to do by his parents; his older 
brother, Aaron; and even his best friend, Francis. During the summer between middle school and high school, he tries to 
convince his parents that playing recreational football would be a better idea than going to boring golf camp. He's sick of 
being pushed around and wants to impress his crush-worthy neighbor. When they refuse to let him play, Aaron, a 
known troublemaker, makes Wyatt a deal he can't refuse: if Wyatt ditches golf camp and keeps it a secret from their 
parents, Aaron will let him play in the “League of Pain,” a rough and dirty secret football league in their town. 
 
No More Dead Dogs 
Wallace’s English teacher sentences him to attend rehearsals of a play based on a story that he finds to be annoying.  
Wallace manages to add a few hilarious changes to the play. 
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Fablehaven 
For centuries, mystical creatures were gathered into a hidden refuge called Fablehaven to prevent their extinction.  
When powerful forces of evil are unleashed, Kendra and Seth face the greatest challenge of their lives. 
 
Pinch Hit 
Trevor and Sam look alike. But their lives couldn't be more different. Trevor is a movie star, living the Hollywood life. He 
has everything he could ever want. Everything, that is, except the one thing he wants most: to play baseball for real.  
Sam is a regular kid who could have what it takes to make it to baseball's Major Leagues. He's determined to get scouts 
at the big USC tournament to recognize his talent. And he really wants to see his dad, a struggling screenwriter, realize 
his own dream. 
 
Candy Shop War 
Four young friends are befriended by a not-so-normal candy shop owner.  Her confections have magical side effects.  
Purposefully, she invites the kids on a special mission. 
 
The Caged Graves 
17-year-old Verity Boone expects a warm homecoming when she returns to Catawissa, Pennsylvania, in 1867, pledged 
to marry a man she has never met. Instead, she finds a father she barely knows and a future husband with whom she 
apparently has nothing in common. One truly horrifying surprise awaits her: the graves of her mother and aunt are 
enclosed in iron cages outside the local cemetery. Nobody in town will explain why, but Verity hears rumors of buried 
treasure and witchcraft. Perhaps the cages were built to keep grave robbers out… or to keep the women in. Determined 
to understand, Verity finds herself in a life-and-death struggle with people she trusted. 
 
Vietnam I Pledge Allegiance 
Morris, Rudi, Ivan, and Beck are best friends for life. So when one of them is drafted into the Vietnam War, the others 
sign up, too - each with a different branch of the US military. 
 
A Mango Shaped Space 
Thirteen year old Mia Winchell appears to be the most normal kid in her family.  Her secret is revealed when there is 
trouble at school. 
 
So B It 
Heidi’s unconventional lifestyle is complicated when her mother begins using a mysterious new word.  Her search for 
the truth takes her on a journey to look for the secrets in her past. 
 
Blizzard’s Wake 
In 1941, a violent winter storm affects the state of North Dakota.  What Kate doesn’t anticipate is running into a part of 
her past she is trying to forget during this storm. 
 
Blizzard   (nonfiction) 
Jim Murphy tells the harrowing story of the massive snow storm that hit the Northeast in 1888, based on personal 
accounts and newspaper articles with a focus on New York City. 
 
Downsiders  
Talon lives Downside, that is, underneath New York City. There is a strict code of secrecy among the Downsiders. 
However, when Talon accidentally meets a young woman named Lindsay, who is a Topsider (from above the ground), 
the two worlds inevitably collide. What will happen to them? Will the entire Downsider community be discovered? 

 
 



3 
 

Check to be sure that you have done the following for your summer 
reading. 

 
Book #1 (from list) 
 
 
______ I have chosen and read a book from the list provided. 
 
______ I have taken notes as needed in order to help prepare to discuss 
this selection in a small group.   
 
 

 
Book #2 (independent choice) 
 
 
______ I have chosen and read an independent choice book. 
 
 
______ I have actively read the book and recorded evidence of my active 
reading by completing the Active Reading Strategies portion of this packet.   
 
 

Please continue to read for pleasure over the summer, even after 

you have completed your Summer Reading assignment.   
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Name: 
Title: 
 
As you read the book you have chosen from the school list, you may want 
to take notes.  You will be required to participate in a discussion that 
includes characters, plot events, theme, and other elements from the novel.  
  
 

Notes on Book #1:  Choice from List 
 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 
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Book #2: Independent Choice with Active Reading Strategies 
 
After choosing a book you are interested in reading, record the title and 
author below.  Then complete the active reading activities listed below for 
your independent choice.  This assignment will be collected during the first 
week of school. 
 
Title:___________________________________ 
 
Author:_________________________________ 
 

 
Active Reading Strategy: Predict 
As you are reading, think ahead to what might happen next in the story.  
Write down at least three predictions you had while reading. 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 

 
Active Reading Strategy:  Ask Questions 
As you are reading, ask yourself questions about the text’s main idea, 
details, characters, and events.  Write at least three questions you had 
while reading. 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
 
Turn the page to complete the rest of the assignment.   
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Active Reading Strategy:  Clarify 
As you are reading, think about confusing parts or difficult words that you 
did not understand.  Write down at least three examples of places where 
the text did not make sense and tell how you figured out the meaning. 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
 
Active Reading Strategy: Connect 
Share at least two connections you made while reading (text-to-self, text-
to-text, or text-to-world). 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
 
Active Reading Strategy: Evaluate 
Evaluate your book by explaining why you would or wouldn’t recommend 
this book to a friend. 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
 


