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Salvaging senior  year
For the past twelve years, Avon Grove seniors 
have looked forward to the 2019-2020 school 
year.  Graduation year is marked with many 
?lasts?- the last time walking the halls of the 
school, last prom, last steps on a field playing 
a sport.  

     Seniors are faced with mixed emotions because it is their final year and understand they 
will no longer have this time again.  In a few short months, friends and classmates will go 

away to college, enlist in the military or join the workforce full 
time.  

     Chris Dier, 2020 Louisiana State Teacher of the Year, was 
a senior in Louisiana when Hurricane Katrina devastated his 
town and abruptly ended his senior year in high school.  

     In an open letter he penned to the Class of 2020, he 
states, ?This is supposed to be your year. The year for your 
senior prom, sporting events, cheer competitions, senior 
trips, clubs, and the rest of what senior year has to offer.   

     ?You were supposed to be the captain of that team, the 
officer of that club, or that student who wanted to be with 
their friends one last year before venturing into the unknown. 
This was the year that your entire schooling was building up 
to. But it was robbed from you because of this global 
pandemic.?

     The guidelines around social distancing are further pro-
hibiting seniors from spending time together outside of 
school.  

     Spring sports are not being played.  Clubs are not meet-
ing.  Seniors are not socializing.  

     Since schools in Pennsylvania are closed for the rest of 
the year, there are  concerns about whether the Class of 
2020 will experience the end-of-year rituals.

     The Senior Prom is scheduled for May 29 at the DuPont 
Country Club.  The Senior Walk is to take place across the 
district on June 1, and commencement is on June 8 at the 
University of Delaware's Bob Carpenter Center. 

     The concern for potential missed events has prompted 
parents into action.  Earlier in March, a Facebook group, 
?Parents of Avon Grove Class of 2020," was created with the 
purpose of coming up with creative ideas to ?recognize our 
seniors.?  

     ?We want to do as much as we can to ensure that the se-
nior class still gets to participate in as many activities as 
possible. Even if that means holding prom or graduation at a 

later date, I think it's imperative that seniors are still able to celebrate one of the most mo-
mentous occasions of their lives,? stated Mrs. Ashley Penn, Senior Class advisor.

By
Brody Colon

Special to The Herald
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Every day I see student after 
student walk into the auditorium. I 
feel the footsteps of students 
walking across me and the gentle 
brush of my curtains opening and 
closing.

     They are here for study hall, 
rehearsal, or assemblies. I see 
hundreds of them every single 
day.

     I hear their chatter. They 
complain about homework, panic 
about upcoming tests and discuss 
the latest drama. 

     I love to watch the students 
grow from scared and meek 
freshmen into confident seniors 
ready to take on the next phase of 
life.

     During one of the many study 
halls, I am doing my usual. 
Watching students frantically 
finish assignments, study for tests 
or simply take this time to nap. 

     I hear a few students chatter 
about a virus spreading in Asia. 
Other students hear and start to 
join the conversation.

    Some say it?s nothing but a 
cold, others say it is worse. But 
most agree that it is too far away 
to impact them.

     This topic comes up 
consistently throughout the school 
day. Even the teachers who want 
the period to remain silent join in 
on the topic. Some people have 
great fears about what will happen 
while others believe nothing will 
come of this.

    Throughout the next week, 
students talk less and less of 
drama and more and more of the 
virus. I have learned it is called 
COVID-19 and it has made its 
way to the United States. 

     Rumors of shutdowns are 
popping up, but the students are 
told not to worry.

SEE AUDITORIUM PAGE 2

You're not  t he only one in fear
If the auditorium stage could talk, here's what it might say

By
Eliza Flanigan

Staff Writer

     

Instead of textbooks, students glare coldly at 
computer screens.

     Instead of 
jotting notes, they hammer away at keyboards. 

     Brief comments made over webcams substitute the 
personable face-to-face social interaction that was once 
commonplace. 

     It?s not ideal, but the show must go on.

    Avon Grove schools closed on Friday, March 13 because 
?the spouse of an employee at Penn London Elementary 
School had direct contact with an individual who has been 
diagnosed with a confirmed case of Coronavirus,? according 
to the school district.  

     The closure was extended for another two weeks as 
Governor Tom Wolf closed all schools in Pennsylvania from 
March 16-March 27.  The closure has since been extended 
through the end of the academic year.  

     Throughout this time, educators have been preparing 
lesson material for students to review.

     In addition to posting a plethora of online assignments for 
students to complete, teachers at Avon Grove have begun 
using Zoom, a popular online video conference 
communication program, as a method of administering live 
lessons.

     However, a tumultuous first week plagued by technical 
issues with Schoology resulting from a high degree of web 
traffic, has made it difficult to remain consistent in 
completing online work as more students begin logging on 
across the country to complete assignments each day.

     Additionally, the future use of Zoom seems uncertain, as 
New York City recently banned the use of Zoom in schools 
due to privacy concerns. 

     Zoom also recently issued a public apology for routing 
video calls through Chinese servers, which could have 
potentially have allowed Chinese authorities to intercept call 
content.

     While using Zoom makes attending class and covering 
lesson material quicker and easier, some students have mixed

SEE ONLINE PAGE 2

AG adjust s t o online 
learning 
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OUTBREAK!
COVID-19 virus spreads from China to the world, thousands die, 
millions forced to stay-at-home, economy suffers, schools closed

Superintendent Dr. Chris Marchese posted a letter to the 
community on the district website.  



March 12, 2020

I am so excited we have a three 
day weekend! The school district 
is closing tomorrow, Friday the 
13, to clean the school. The 
Coronavirus has hit the US. 
There are cases in Delaware 
County, Philly, and in 
Montgomery County. 
The SATs on Saturday 
were canceled, which 
gives me more time 
to study. By Monday, 
we?ll be back at 
school. I don?t think 
that this virus is going 
to affect the U.S. that 
badly. I think that it?ll 
be over by the end of 
the month.

March 13, 2020

Today we learned 
that the school 
district will be closed 
from March 16-27. A 
10 day closure. We 
have optional 
assignments on 
Schoology, but let?s 
be real, no one is 
probably doing them. 
I?m using these 10 
days to catch up on 
sleep, work on future 
schoolwork, and 
study for my SAT. 
Toilet paper, cleaning 
supplies and more are flying off 
the shelves at supermarkets.

March 20, 2020

It?s been only a week of 
quarantine and I am bored out 
of my mind. There is nothing to 
really do besides watch TV, do 
optional homework, catch up on 

schoolwork, or go outside. My 
brother and I go outside on the 
days it hasn?t rained, but I need 
to get out of my house. I have 
been stuck at home with my 
brother everyday. Junior Prom at 
the Waterfall has been canceled. 
Class of 2021 said that if we go 
back to school this year that we 
will still have prom. I hope we go 
back to school just so we can 

have prom. The CDC says that 
we can?t be in groups of more 
than 10 people. This virus is 
scarier than I thought.

March 30, 2020

We are now out of school until 
further notice. Most places are 
closed besides pharmacies, 
grocery stores, gas stations, and 

restaurants. If you are going to a 
restaurant, it is take-out only, no 
dining. At checkout lines in 
stores, there is tape on the floor 
indicating how far away you 
have to be from people. My 
step-dad told me that some 
stores even have plexiglass 
shields around cashiers. The 
CDC says we have to stay 6 feet 
apart from each other. Also, they 

recommend avoiding 
going out unless you 
have to. And the most 
important?  washing 
your hands! We start 
online school today! 
Let?s hope it goes 
well.

April 1, 2020

The commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania has 
issued a stay-at-home 
order for all 67 
counties, and that 
isn?t an April Fool?s 
Day joke. This thing 
feels like it?s never 
going to end. The only 
topic of conversation 
on the news is about 
the virus, how fast the 
numbers are growing, 
and what the 
president and his 
administration are 
doing about this 
pandemic. My mom 
and I have been 
starting to make our 
own masks, so if we 

did have to go out, we are 
protected. My mom, brother, 
and I have been going on walks 
to try and get fresh air. It?s nice 
to be off from school, but it 's 
annoying that no one can go 
anywhere or do anything. I hope 
that soon life will go back to 
normal though.

We?re stuck at home for 
quarantine, and many concerts 
have been canceled. Although 
this may be upsetting news, the 
silver lining is that singers have 
been performing live on social 
media to lift their fan?s spirits, 
and other celebrities are 
producing content for their 
supporters while collecting 
funds. 

     The main purpose of this is for 
singers and bands to continue to 
keep in contact with their fans, 
besides social media posts alone. 

     ?We?ve been trying to think of 
ways to stay connected during 
this weird and lonely time,? 
singing duo Oh Wonder used in a 
caption on an Instagram post.

     There have been an increase 
in livestreams on social media 
altogether with other influencers 
as well. 

     Many YouTubers are also 
doing live videos to pass the time 
and reach out to their fans 

during this time of uncertainty as 
support resources. For example, 
Dude Perfect?s ?Quarantine 
Classic,? was a series of 
livestreams for a week and 
raised money for different 
charities.

     Other stars are taking part in 
donating, such as Jimmy Fallon?s 
Tonight Show partnering with 
Broadway star Lin Manuel 
Miranda for Broadway Cares. 

     Many artists are supporting 
staying safe and at home. This 
helps the people who might not 
take the quarantine seriously, 
but when they see their favorite 
celebrity posting about it, they 
might switch their thoughts and 
look out for themself.

     ?I?m still sad that I had to 
cancel my tour, but we stay 
home to help everyone stay 
safe,? violinist Lindsey Stirling 
posted on her Instagram.

     Although the quarantine 
might seem difficult, there is still 
support from everyone we look 
up to.

PAGE 2/ NEWS Friday, April 17, 2020T H E D EVIL'S H ERAL D

PANDEMIC

Celebr it ies suppor t  
fans  

'Quarant een' ref lect s on 
l iving t hrough a pandem ic

By
Olivia Wat son

Column

PANDEMIC

By
Anna Ashcraf t

Staff Writer

Rest  of  school year  
online

AGSD buildings vacant
PANDEMIC

PANDEMIC
AUDITORIUM FROM PAGE 1

     One of my study halls was 
supposed to be nearly empty due 
to a fun field trip, but everyone is 
in attendance. A speaker who I 
witnessed go into the health room 
is not allowed back. 

     Students are disappointed 
about games being canceled. 
Seasons have been forced to end 
early.

     After school during a 
rehearsal, the directors talk to the 
students about plans for a 
shutdown. They say the show will 
continue and they must work 
together.

     The next few days are filled 
with students debating over the 
seriousness of the virus, news of 
more and more cases in the US, 
and schools near us being closed. 
Some are worried about family 
members while others hope for 
two weeks off.

    Conversations about canceled 
seasons, concerts, shows, and 
more pop up. I feel bad for my 
guests, they were looking forward 
to these activities.

     We are after school again and 
our principal, Mr. DeShong, 
announced over the intercom that 
teachers are to bring all 
technology home.

     We now believe we will get two 
weeks off. 

     I fear this. I do not want to be 
alone.

     No one comes to school on 
Friday. I watch people come in 
and clean the auditorium better 
than ever before. I hope this will 
only last for one day.

    No students come in for 
Saturday activities, and all I can 
do is watch the clock change. I 
notice one clock is two minutes 
behind the other.   

     I wake up early Monday 
morning, anxious to see my 
guests again, but the clocks strike 
7, 8, 9 and nobody comes. I 
become upset.

     I perk up when I hear footsteps 
at 10:00 a.m; maybe the day was 
just delayed. But no, few students 
come in and even fewer come to 
the auditorium. They seem to be 
collecting their things. 

     By noon, everyone has left. I 
begin to feel sad again. 

     I remember students saying 
they may be out for two weeks, so 
I anxiously await for those weeks 
to finish. 

     And once they do I become 
excited. I can barely sleep the 
night before as I have not seen 
them in such a long time.

     I do not wake up to the chit 
chat of students, the excited 
hugging of best friends or even 
the complaining of being back. 
Instead, I awake to silence. 

     No one has come back. I 
become scared. I don?t know what 
is going on. 

     No one is here. I?ve been alone 
for weeks? Will I ever see my 
students again?

     I suddenly start to regret every 
annoyance I have felt towards any 
of my guests. I long to hear unfair 
rumors and pointless friendship 
fights.

     I long to watch fearful studying 
and hear the daily pledge of 
allegiance. I just want to see them 
again.

ONLINE FROM PAGE 1

emotions about being away from 
school for an extended period of 
time.      

     ?I?m unhappy with being stuck 
at home and really want to see my 
friends again,? said junior Jackson 
Lauzon.

     Still, the benefits of online 
learning, such as being able to 
complete classwork at an 
independent pace, haven?t gone 
unnoticed. 

     ?Besides being unable to see 
anyone [in school], online learning 
has been really nice,? said junior 
Joe D'Aulerio. 

     Although the atmosphere 
created by online learning will 
never be a sufficient replacement 
for the one that school creates, it 
offers a new experience for 

students by allowing more 
independence in the way they 
complete assignments and pursue 
education.

     Regardless of feelings on the 
subject, students are forced to 
confront the possibility that the 
current circumstances imposed by 
isolation will remain for the 
foreseeable future. 

     ?It is what it is. There?s nothing 
we can do to change it,? said junior 
Spenser Woodward.

     Despite the unique situation, 
online learning is the best current 
alternative to supplement being in 
school. Although it has its 
complications, it is the best method 
to connect with classmates while 
self-isolating.

      Even if it's only through a 
screen...



High school is filled with threat-
ening halls that most may not 
realize are filled with opportuni-
ties which can help one get to 
college. 

     But, how exactly should you 
go about it? Should you be visit-
ing campuses freshmen year, or 
procrastinate it all to the bitter 
end?

     Well, hopefully it is clear that 
the answer to this is neither. 
These four years should be used 
wisely to set you up for the best 
possible college experience and 
future in general. 

     Many students may be feel-
ing rushed to do things, as if 
college is just this looming and 
scary shadow. Or maybe they 
think that they are not doing 

enough to prepare. 

     But everyone is different and 
has to follow the process that 
works best for them, not their 
friends or other peers. 

     Every year is different and full 
of potential. For freshmen, there 
is no need to go above and be-
yond. 

     Start out simple so you do 
not get too stressed. The easiest 
thing to do is just be a good stu-
dent. Keep up good grades by 
turning in all assignments, 
studying and passing tests, 
things like that. 

     If you have a sturdy handle 
on that, you can go into other 
details to boost your future col-
lege applications. The main one 
being signing up for extracurric-
ular activities.  

     ?I have decided to take on 
more responsibilit ies both in 

and out of school. Being in 
harder classes means a lot of 
homework and I had to rise to 
the challenge to manage my 
time,? said freshman Nick 
D?Onofrio.

     For freshman year, high 
school is just getting started so 
the most rational thing to do is 
make sure grades are kept up 
and maybe challenge yourself 
with activities and higher level 
classes. 

     There is no need to know ex-
actly where you are going and 
what you are doing, even 
though that might help, it is not 
necessary freshman year. 

     ?[You have to get] past pro-
crastination because it will hurt 
in the long run,? freshman Ryan 
Hinze recommended to future 
high school students. 

     Sophomore year is not that 

much different. Students take 
the PSATs that are in the fall, 
and you should familiarize 
yourself with writ ing essays and 
start exploring college plans.

     Just remember that time is a 
friend in these first couple of 
years. You have plenty of it and 
there is no need to rush through 
all these experiences of high 
school.

     Junior year is when it is rec-
ommended to start taking some 
big steps towards college. Visit-
ing campuses is definitely 
something that should at least 
be looked into along with nar-
rowing down choices and see 
what their requirements are.  

     Along with preparing and 
taking any SATs or ACTs, this is 
the time to look into all of the 
details of college such as schol-
arship and financial options.

     Consult any guidance coun-
selors or others that can help 
narrow down choices and plans 
for college. It is right around the 
corner during senior year so fi-
nal decisions should be made. 

     Senior year is the big year 
with turning in applications and 
preparing for your college ca-
reer. There are plenty of re-
sources and people who can 
help, so even though this will be 
a stressful time, there are plenty 
of ways for you to get advice on 
choices you have to make. 

     Just remember to take the 
time to do everything that is 
necessary in the best way possi-
ble, not the fastest way. 

     Throughout all four years, 
preparing for college is very im-
portant. But, there is no need to 
go overboard early on. You have 
three years to show colleges 
who you are.

A young boy stands at the plate 
nervously. He closes his eyes 
and swings away. The ball flies 
off of the tee and so does the 
boy?s imagination. 

     From that first day of tee-ball, 
John Bellaver was hooked on 
baseball. 

     Bellaver played litt le league 
baseball as a child and would 
continue to play throughout his 
high school and college career. 
After he graduated college, the 
love of the game stuck with him, 
inspiring him to coach. 

     The father of three has 
moved from baseball job to 
baseball job. He started at La 
Roche College in Pittsburgh and 
then moved across the state to 
West Chester University. 

     At West Chester, he coached 
the team to the 2009 College 
World Series, and appeared at 
the Atlantic Regional Champi-
onship game all four years he 
coached. At the university, he 
coached former Avon Grove stu-
dent and current Tampa Bay 
Ray, Joey Wendel. 

     He would then coach at Neu-
mann University and led them to 
their only two Regional Tourna-
ment appearances in school his-
tory. 

     So why would a big- time 
baseball coach settle for Avon 
Grove? 

     ?Because it?s across the street 
from my house,? Bellaver says. 

     Not a bad answer. Who 

wouldn?t want a two- minute 
drive to work? 

     After spending many hours 
being interviewed by players, 
parents, and even the athletic 
director, Bellaver landed the job 
and got to work. 

     Over the past few months, 
Bellaver has been preparing for 
the upcoming season. He en-
sures the boys are in physical 
shape, but are still having fun 
with the game. 

     ?It?s different coaching high 
schoolers rather than college 
students,? Bellaver says. ?With 
college students, their baseball

SEE BASEBALL  PAGE 4

?I have no idea!?

      Senior Kayla Fineza was 
exasperated. She was just 
presented two identical looking 
videos of former President 
Barack Obama with total 
opposite messages - one of him 
warning against the dangers of 
manipulated videos and one of 
him discussing a new policy plan. 

     She dug her chin into her 
hands, eyebrows furrowing as 
she examined the videos side by 
side. There had to be some 
obvious difference.

     ?The first one is fake??

     She was incorrect. Luke 
Talham, a fellow senior, peered 
over at the laptop in front of 
Fineza. 

     ?Is that the Key and Peele 
video??

     He was correct. The video 
Talham referred to was one 
created by Jordan Peele, an 
Oscar award winning director 
and known comedian, in efforts 
to raise awareness about the 
increasing danger of a new type 
of fake news: deep fakes. 

     These videos, a realistic, 
manipulated video and audio 
that makes it seem like a figure is 
saying something they?re not, are 
becoming an increasingly 
powerful tool people are utilizing 
on social media in order to 
spread fake news. 

     With the rise of social media, 
fake news has begun to 
permeate how people consume 
news. An MIT study ?found that 
false news spreads more rapidly 
on the social network Twitter 
than real news does.? 

     However, the underlying issue 
of this isn?t that statistic alone - 
it?s the fact that ?majority of U.S. 
adults ? 62% ? get news on social 
media, and 18% do so often,? 
according to the Pew Research 
Center.

     ?I think it?s really scary 
because we don?t know [for 
sure], and it?s really hard to tell if 
something [is] real or not. Now 
with the technology that we 
have, it?s even more difficult to 
find the truth and know what is 
the truth,? said sophomore 
Naomi Partridge. 

     The Pew Research Center 
validates her concerns. 
According to them, ?exposure to 
false or incorrect information is a 
key concern for people in 11 
emerging economies? which 
makes this a global issue.

     Partridge?s fears of 
encountering potential fake 
news is something many of her 
own  peers share.

     ?I feel Facebook articles come 
up for me all the time that are 
definitely not real but are there, 
and I don?t have to turn on a 
news channel and go to reliable, 
credible news sources to find it,? 
said Fineza.

     Aileen Mulle, a freshman at 
AGHS, agrees with this.

     ?The hard part is when you 
can?t see it - half of it sounds 
fake, half of it sounds real.?

     Some cite convenience as one 
of the chief reasons teens will 
fall for this fake news - even 
unknowingly. 

     ?It can tend to be difficult 
because in this world now there?s 
so much social media, and 
everyone relies on it, so they 
take what they see at face value 
and [don?t] look into it as much. I 
feel like they see it, and they 

believe it, and it?s difficult to 
distinguish what?s real and 
what?s fake,? said Fineza.

     She adds that she views it as 
?more convenience than people 
really trying to find fake news.? 
However, she says that the 
?sheer availability? of it makes it 
easier to consume it and ?if it?s 
there, they?ll read it.?

     But Fineza doesn?t think the 
blame solely belongs to teens - 
she thinks adults should 
shoulder some blame as well.

     ?I feel like it?s them [adults] 
who are commenting on them 
and posting them more 
frequently than teenagers who 
are not even involved.?

     Adding to that, she explains 
that ?adults can be more of the 
problem spreading it and making 
it there for the teenagers to see, 
so it goes both ways.?

     Mrs. Gretchen Young, the 
social studies department chair 
at AGHS, shares a similar 
sentiment with Fineza regarding 
tendencies for falling for fake 
news. 

     ?[Teenagers are] very 
susceptible because they don?t 
check sources; they don?t vet 
their news sources. I think most 
of the news they get is from 
Snapchat and [Instagram]. They 
don?t read real news sites, and if 
they do they, like most of 
America, pick one source and 
don?t shop around for news.?

     Young also makes the point 
that ?people pick a news source 
that agrees with their point of 
view and stick with that.? She 
thinks that ?between social 
media and the tribalism of 
politics in general? is what?s 
facilitating the spread of fake
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One had aspirations to be a 
doctor.  Another found her heart 
in history after facing grueling 
science courses.  The other has 
the love for languages.

     All three are proud to work at 
Avon Grove High School and 
serve their students, and they 
may inspire others.

     Dr. Ortega-Moran is an 
assistant principal at Avon Grove 
High School. She always wanted 
to be a teacher. Her parents did 
not know any English and she 
learned and was influenced by 
many of her early teachers in 
elementary school. 

     In her years as a student, she 
only had two women as building 
principals, but she remembers 
them to this day. 

     ?I could directly connect with 
them as a woman. It is now, as a 
very seasoned adult, that I 
realize these incredible women 
were pioneers of their day in the 
education profession as 
administrators and with males 
as their subordinates.?

     She always loved language 
and studied French, Italian, and 
Japanese in college at the 
University of Delaware. After 
college, she realized ?how really 
good educators were missing 
and necessary.?

     Ortega-Moran worked as a 
language teacher at Avon Grove 
for ten years before becoming 
assistant principal at the high 
school. 

     ?I absolutely loved seeing the 
progress of productive academic 
learning in my classroom, so I 
was really torn. The impetus for 
me to leave the classroom really 
ultimately came down to 
reasoning why I decided in the 
first place to become an 
educator and that was to make a 
positive difference in students? 
lives.?

     Ortega-Moran had so much 
support while learning the 
English language in school that 

she ?wanted to provide my 
experience with other students 
outside of the language 
classrooms. I saw the move to 
administration as a way to 
connect with a much larger 
population.?

     She also works with the 
Padres Latinos forum, ?where 
our Spanish-speaking parents 
are invited to participate in 
meetings where our district has 
the opportunities to bring their 
attention to our initiatives as 
well as an opportunity for 
parents to voice their concerns 
and provide additional 
suggestions on how to improve 
student teaching and learning 
and build cohesiveness.?

       Dr. Ortega-Moran is one of 
the many powerful and 
influential women who help our 
school flow almost seamlessly. 

     Mrs. Penn is an English 
teacher at Avon Grove High 
School. She is head of the 
English department as well as 
advisor of many clubs and 
activities around the school such 
as the Senior Class and National 
Honor Society. 

     Penn has quite a different 
story than the assistant 
principal. As Mrs. Penn grew up, 
she never saw herself as a 
teacher.

     In high school, ?I ironically 
enough tended to excel more in 
math and science classes so as I 
applied for colleges, I actually 
applied for pre-med programs 
and that 's how I was accepted to 
Penn State.? 

     Over the summer and at her 
first few days of freshman 
orientation, Mrs. Penn began to 
hate the idea of spending the 
next 12 years of her life in 
college. Her interest in reading 
began to be more important, so 
she changed her major to 
secondary education with a 
focus in English.

          ?So many people will try to 
tell you that you have to have 
everything figured out, but I'm 
proof that that isn't true. While I 
did better in math and science, 

I've always enjoyed English more 
and that 's definitely one of the 
reasons that I love my job as 
much as I do.?

     After getting her bachelor?s 
degree in secondary education, 
it was very difficult to find a 
full-time teaching position, but 
after a few long term sub jobs, 
Mrs. Penn was able to find a job 
at Avon Grove.

     ?Everything fell into place for 
two teaching positions: one in 
Haverford and one in AG, and 
after meeting the people in Avon 
Grove, it wasn't even a question 
of where I was going to work.?

     This is Mrs. Penn?s sixth year 
teaching and her third  as 
department chair. ?Since I'm the 
head of the English department, 
I do feel that I've been given 
opportunities for growth and 
success so I am grateful for 
that.?

    Ms. Cahill teaches history at 
Avon Grove. She is such a bright 
and happy light at the high 
school. 

     In college, Cahill started off 
taking difficult science courses. 
But, ?[I] realized my heart wasn't 
in it. So I focused on history 
instead.?

     She went to the University of 
Delaware and was a student 
teacher for Mr. Masucci at Avon 
Grove. After student teaching, 
she was hired as a teacher at 
AGHS. 

     ?I think that our job consists 
of being a supportive person for 
students. Some students come 
to school and it 's their safe 
haven. So I feel most of my job is 
making sure students feel 
connected and safe within their 
eight hours at school,? explained 
Ms. Cahill. 

     These women, and countless 
others, constantly work to make 
AG into the happy and safe 
learning environment that it is. 

PAGE 4/ NEWS / SPORTS / AG LIFE Friday, April 17, 2020T H E D EVIL'S H ERAL D

Wom en im pact  educat ion
Inspiration and boldness lead to success

By
Naom i Par t r idge

Staff Writer

WOMEN'S HISTORY MONTH

BASEBALL FROM PAGE 3

IQ is higher. They know more 
about the game and the position 
that they are playing. I give the 
college students more responsi-
bility because of the age differ-
ence and knowing they can take 
care of themselves both on and 
off of the field.? 

     Coaching high school ball has 
been a challenge. There are only 
so many hours a day Bellaver 
can see the players, and only so 
many hours of sunlight to prac-
tice with. 

     Watching the equipment and 
moving it from location to loca-
tion has also been difficult. 

     Raking the fields and fixing 
the nets takes out even more 
time. 

     When the practice finally 
starts, the boys are already warm 
from carrying the mounds. 

     They pitch, hit, and catch, be-
coming versatile players with 
every practice.

     Coach Bells aims to work this 
team to become better baseball 
players, but also people. 

     ?Not everything in life is on 
the field. Homework and study-
ing play major roles in life. And it 
is also important to be social and 
interact with other people,? 
Bellaver adds.

Bellaver  leads 
baseball t eam

SPORTS

DEEP FAKES  FROM PAGE 3 

news and contributing to the 
disinformation cycle many fall 
victim too. 

     However, Luke Talham, the 
senior mentioned earlier who 
watched Fineza try to distinguish 
between the real video and the 
deep fake created by Jordan 
Peele, doesn?t think fake news is 
the real issue at hand when it 
comes to social media.

     ?I don?t think the biggest 
problem is fake news on social 
media as much as it is like large 
media companies trying to push 
their own narrative.?

     Some statistics agree with 
him. 

     Taylor Lorenz reported in The 
Atlantic that according to a 2017 
report conducted jointly by the 
Knight Foundation and Data & 
Society involving people between 
the ages of 14 and 24, ??many 
young Americans believe the 
news is biased and are skeptical 
of its accuracy. ?There was no 
assumption that the news would 
convey the truth or would be 
worthy of their trust,? the study 
reported.?

      This worry and distrust can 
be understood. According to a 
2018 article in Fortune, five 
companies ?control much of the 
US media.? These include 
Comcast, Disney, 21st Century 
Fox, At&T, and CBS.

      Lorenz said that this distress 
motivates teens to ?turn directly 
to journalists themselves or 
news-related pages on social 
media vetted by people they 
trust? in order to get as neutral 
and factual of information as 
possible.

      But not all hope is lost. 
Distressed by the amount of fake 
news dominating the news cycle, 
figures like Angelina Jolie, an 

Oscar award winning actress and 
philanthropist, are creating 
resources for younger people to 
turn to and sharpen their fake 
news detection tools. 

     Jolie specifically is creating a 
new show that?ll air on BBC 
called BBC My World that aims ?to 
encourage teens to think about a 
variety of global issues and help 
them distinguish the level of 
quality between various 
sources,? according to The New 
York Post. 

     Teachers are stepping in as 
well.

     ?I would say that the task of a 
history teacher is how to 
question and how to really 
consider point of view, purpose, 
[and] audience of sources, so I 
don?t think it?s negatively 
affecting because I think it?s my 
job to teach that anyway,? said 
Young.

     Fineza finds herself following 
Young?s advice and 
considerations. 

     ?I try to avoid anything I see 
on social media and don?t really 
take that as a credible news 
source.?

      After watching videos, 
listening to audio, and reading 
through various tweets and 
articles thrown at her, she 
sighed. To her, this was almost 
exhausting. 

     But she wasn?t necessarily 
deterred by this. At the end of 
the day, Fineza still remains 
hopeful.

     ?The truth is out there. You 
just have to care enough to look 
for it.? 

Deep fakes add t o 
m isinform at ion on 
int ernet

AG LIFE
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