
No aspects of AGHS next year 
will be skimped in terms of 
improvements as a result of the 
new building. This includes the 
social aspect of school.
     Many students learn improve 
their social skills through clubs 
and sports. Both of these areas 
benefit from increases in size, re-
sources, and of course, storage. 
     Fields are a resource for 
sports being advanced the most 
through the shift to the new 
school. 
     Mr. Christy, the director of ath-
letics and activities, revealed how 
the effects are mostly determined 
“by season,” as fall and spring 
sports are the most affected due 
to their primary location being 
outside. 
     Fall sports such as football, 
girls volleyball, cheerleading, and 
boys and girls cross country will 
have new spaces that they can 
use.
     The sports for spring that have 
places for practice at the new 
school are track and field, JV 
baseball and softball, and boys 
volleyball.
     Not only will the cross country 
team have access to the new 
campus for running, but “there is 

an easement that goes through 
the bog turtle habitat that we are 
able to use to get to another por-
tion of land” that can be used “to 
hold some bigger cross country 
events,” according to Mr. Christy.
     There will be buses provid-
ed after school for those who 
have their practice areas at the 
current high school to transport 
student-athletes. These athletic 
teams will be boys and girls soc-
cer, field hockey, boys and girls 
tennis, boys and girls lacrosse, 
and varsity baseball and softball. 
     Even so, these teams will still 
receive benefits from the move. 
     For example, the soccer 
teams have had to practice on 
grass sometimes due to other 
sports on the turf, but now they 
will have both the stadium and 
back turf at the current high 
school for practices. This means 
that they will always have access 
to a turf field.
     The new track will be six lanes 
(two short of the standard eight 
lanes), so track and field home 
meets will take place at the stadi-
um at the current high school.
     Mr. Broadbent, the track and 
field team coach, shared that 
they usually “only have one 
[home meet] per year,” so he 
doubts this will be an issue.
     Broadbent also mentioned 

that there are many positives 
about the new track.  They will 
“not have to share with the mid-
dle school,” and the new track’s 
location is right off the school.
     Mr. Jones, the head of the TV 
studio, does have some concerns 

with how this will format into the 
recording of athletic events. 
     They do have access to mo-
bile streaming, but he shares how 
this can be “a little tricky,” and 
some of the existing equipment 
for streaming remains limited in 

terms of locations they can use it.

SEE FIELDS PAGE 2
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Athletics and clubs gain new spaces

Addams family takes the stage

-Photo courtesy of Rachel Karnes
The cast of the Addams family poses around Gomez, played by Tyler Urie, and Morticia, played by Eden Manolescu.

Firsts and lasts. That’s what the 
theater program’s rendition of 
The Addams Family: The Musical 
was all about.
     Hundreds of students, staff, 
and family members gathered in 
the high school auditorium to wit-
ness the directing debut of Helen 
Whitehouse and Calista Heath, 
and bid farewell to the school.
     Whitehouse and Heath had 
taken over the theater department 
as co-directors back in August 
and had to establish a new cre-
ative team full of experienced pit 
musicians, cast performers, stage 
crew, and a skilled tech crew.
     “We were both involved in the 
program previously,” says Heath. 
“I was a student here and was in-
volved in the productions at Avon 
Grove for 8 years. Helen’s sons 
were both involved with the pro-
gram, so we had a lot of experi-
ence already.”
     One of the biggest challeng-
es the team faced throughout the 
course of the production was the 
vast separation between the pit, 
crew, and cast.
     “We work as almost three sep-
arate entities for such a long time. 
Crew comes in to help build the 
set and prepare everything that 
needs to be done that way. Pit 
practices on their own and, ob-

viously, we have the cast on the 
stage. Those three are indepen-
dent of each other until 2-3 weeks 
before the show,” says White-
house. “With that being said, 
it was a little scary seeing how 

well everything went on opening 
night.”
     This production wasn’t only 
challenging for the directors as 
cast members were pushed into 
unique roles that were unlike any-

thing they’ve done in the past.
     “I’ve never had a lead before, 
so I’ve never had to worry about 
remembering the lines on top of 
the choreo and the songs,” not-
ed Ruby Queen, who played the 

funky role of Grandmama Add-
ams. 

SEE MUSICAL PAGE 3
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NEW HIGH SCHOOL

MUSICAL

The new high school campus will include a six-lane track adjacent to the building.
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Award shows celebrate 
film and music

Drone Dreams

By
Jackson Morris

Editor
“Always follow your dreams.”
     Today, 21 students in the AG 
Hack Club are trying to follow this 
platitude as they fundraise for a 
possible chance to compete in a 
drone competition on a national 
level in Dallas, Texas. 
     The competition, a drone 
challenge where two teams try to 
score more points with their re-
spective drones by scoring goals 
and landing the drones in des-
ignated areas, all came from a 
grant months and months before 
this trip was even fathomed. 
     “I applied for a Build|Fly|Code 
Drone grant in October 2021. In 
the grant, I was given 15 ‘build’ 
drone kits to help increase the 
computer science programs with-
in Pennsylvania,” said Shrake.
     Jack Rosen, president of the 
Hack Club, says $7,195 dollars 
has been raised for the cause (as 
of April 20), with more fundraisers 
to come. 
     Fundraisers the club has al-
ready done to raise money for 
their trip include a drone raffle, 
a “date night” for PLE parents,  
and two “drone expos,” where 
students and their families got 
the chance to fly drones togeth-
er similar to how the drone teams 
will in Dallas. 

     The 21 students attending 
the trip include Tyler Kurtz, Sean 
Franklin, Shaan Das, Jake Golter, 
Ben Golter, Landon Ryan, Aria 
Hooybergs, Colin Lange, Ela 
Ergin, Lucas Akana, Mary Kate 
D’Ambrosio, Sindhuja Kana-
marlapudi, Jack Rosen, Avinash 
Thakur, Alek Buler, Eric Umbach, 
Vish Rajinikanth, Collin Duff, R.J. 
Dunlap, Niko Roberts,  and Pat-
rick Zhang.
     Vish Rajinikanth and Aria Hooy-
bergs, team captains for the two 
drone teams representing Avon 
Grove, say while they hope to 
bring home a trophy, they above 
all want to have fun. 
     “I look forward to competing 
against teams from all around 
the world, and to try and win part 
of the competition while we are 
there,” stated Rajinikanth. 
     “I can’t wait to compete along-
side my friends, but most impor-
tantly, have fun while doing it,” 
said Hooybergs. 
     Rosen says above all, the 
members going on the trip are 
looking forward to growing, both 
as teammates and individuals. 
    “Our hopes for the competition 
are that we grow as teams and as 
individuals. We hope to broaden 
our collaboration, communication, 
and technical skills.”
     “We also want to have time to 
enjoy this educational experience 
and have fun,” said Rosen. 

CLUBS

By
Emma Mariner

Staff Writer
The 94th Academy Awards, the Oscars, took place 
on March 27. 
     It was a historical night for Apple with their film 
CODA winning best picture. Becoming the first 
streaming film to win this prestigious award, the 
film’s writer and director, Sian Heder, also won the 
award for best adapted screenplay. 
     Will Smith won best actor for his role in the film, 
King Richard, after slapping comedian Chris Rock 
on stage because he made an off-script joke about 
his wife’s lack of hair. Smith later apologized to the 
Academy for the confrontation in his acceptance 
speech for the award. 
     No film outshined the night in awards. Jessica 
Chastin won best actress for The Eye of Tammy 
Faye, Kenneth Branagh won best original screen-
play for Belfast, and Hans Zimmer won best score 
for Dune. 
     Another notable win would be for The Power of the 
Dog. The film’s director, Jane Champion, became 
the third woman to win the award for best director. 

     Other wins of the night included Billie Eilish and 
her brother Finneas winning the award for best orig-
inal song, “No Time to Die,”  Drive My Car for best 
international feature film, and Encanto taking the 
award for best animated feature film. 
     Another prestigious event happened just a week 
later. The 64th Grammy Awards took place on April 
3. 
      One of the most successful artists of the night 
was Jon Batiste who won 5 Grammys including al-
bum of the year for We Are. 
     Olivia Rodrigo had her debut performance at the 
event and later won 3 Grammys for new artist, best 
pop vocal album, and best pop solo performance.  
     Both SZA and Doja Cat won their first Grammy. 
Their tearful acceptance speeches became one of 
the more heartwarming moments of the night. 
     Other notable wins of the night included the duo 
Silk Sonic who won two Grammys: best record and 
best song for “Leave the Door Open.” Tyler, the Cre-
ator took the award for best rap album for Call Me If 
You Get Lost, and Beauty In the Silence, an album 
by SOJA, won the award for best reggae album. 

ENTERTAINMENT

-Photo courtesy of Mary Kate D’Ambrosio
This course is similar to the one that the Hack Club will encounter in the national competition in Dallas.

-Photo courtesy of Rachel Karnes
Tyler Urie, as Gomez Addams, sings part of “Full Disclosure,” surrounded by his family (right to 
left: Tucker Eckman, Eden Manolescu, Kalina Dolan, and Gage Walker).

Thespians take their last curtain call 
at old auditorium

MUSICAL

-Photo courtesy of Rachel Karnes
Ruby Queen, as Grandma Addams, consoles Pugsley, played by Tucker Eckman, 
as he grieves Wednesday’s relationship with Lucas.

FROM MUSICAL PAGE 1
     “I pretty much went to auditions and did 
some weird voice, and I’ve been trying to 
replicate it ever since.”
     Several cast members faced many chal-
lenges when attempting to get into charac-
ter.
     “There was one rehearsal where they 
were practicing choreo and I just walked 
around backstage for about half an hour to 
get used to life on stilts. I got to the point of 
a normal-paced walk and I can jump. It’s 
more like a hop, but I can get airborne,” 
says Nick D’Onofrio, who played the un-
decided life-meets-death character, Lurch, 
who stands nearly eight feet tall.
     “I made sure I was never standing still, 

ever,” says Tucker Eckman, who played the 
youngest, most pain-loving, pest brother of 
the Addams family. “That was the little kid-
dy part of Pugsley that was so difficult since 
I’m not a naturally energetic person.”
     Bonding and communication served as 
the fulcrum for the creation of the show as 
the directors strived to give the students 
some say in their choreography and stag-
ing, and hoped to give each participant a 
voice in their “democracy.”
     “So many of us became friends during 
the show which allowed us to work better 
together, while some were friends going 
into this. Eden and Tyler worked so well 
as Morticia and Gomez because of their 
friendship,” says Kalina Dolan, who played 

dreary, emo-
t i o n l e s s 
Wednesday 
Addams.
     It was clear 
to see the 
s u p p o r t i v e 
environment 
of the cast 
as Eckman 
noted that 
e v e r y o n e 
tried to give 
compliments 
to encourage 
one another 
and he was 
always look-
ing forward 
to the next 
rehearsal.
       “It’s so 

cool to be the last ones to use this stage 
and the first ones to break in the new one 
next year,” says Queen.
     However, the directors have been un-
able to see the space, making the creation 
of a game plan far more difficult, and expect 
several challenges to arise along the way.
     “Moving schools provides a huge learn-
ing opportunity for everyone involved as ev-
ery little thing will spark a new challenge,” 
says Whitehouse.
     The theater department is always look-
ing for new cast and crew members along 
with pit performers to take on the fall play, 
Alice In Wonderland, and the spring musi-
cal, Chicago: The Musical.

                  “We’re always looking 
for new people to join us. We always want 
more people to come and experience the 
joy and the fun and the excitement of step-
ping on that stage. We’re always encour-
aging people to audition because there is 
always a role for someone regardless of 
their skillset,” says Heath.
     Saturday, April 9 at 9:45p.m., the curtains 
closed on the Avon Grove High School au-
ditorium stage for the last time.  
     65 years after they were first opened.

FROM FIELDS PAGE 1
     Though he includes that “we 
do have enough equipment that 
we can do two setups at a time,” 
and he hopes to look into poten-
tially splitting the wireless equip-
ment between the two campuses 
to avoid missing out on content 
for certain athletics.
     Mr. Jones does expect that 
over time they will “grow into” this 
idea and be able to eventually 
“show up, turn on the equipment” 
and “be ready to broadcast” 
those games.
     However, the move’s effects 
on AGTV are not limited to ath-
letics, as some of these changes 
could even be incorporated into 
the morning announcements.
     He noted how AG Speaks was 
more of an “experiment” to see 
if added segments at the end of 
morning announcements would 
work and if teachers chose to 
play the bits for their students.
     Mr. Jones shares how the 
studio at the new high school is 
almost three times bigger than 
the one they are currently using. 
This allows them more “flexibili-
ty,” which he hopes will produce 
“more content” as well as “better 
content.”
     One addition that will help to 
build up their media is the addi-
tion of an outdoor deck space 
right off of their studio. This will 
likely be used for broadcasting 
the weather.
     Inside, the new TV studio will 
be split into three mini studios. 
One will be used for podcasts or 
blogs, another for music record-
ing and similar projects, and the 
third will be a more multi-purpose 
space.
     In the second studio, Mr. 
Jones shares his hopes that stu-
dents start “feeling comfortable to 
sit down with an instrument and 
record” so the studio can be used 
to benefit more people. 
     Mr. Jones added that the 
new school, in general, will give 
people the “ability to offer more,” 
and it is the students’ role to grow 
into the increased space with 
more available resources at their 
disposal.
     Mrs. Reynolds, the advisor of 
the Sewing and Yearbook clubs, 
shares how “right now we have to 
send some people out in the hall-
way to make blankets,” but with 

the increase in her classroom 
size, they will be able to take a lot 
more people and produce much 
more to donate.
     Mrs. Reynolds will have a 
personalized classroom due to 
her textile lab.
     Mrs. Martorello, the advisor 
for Art Society, is receiving a 
similar benefit of added space 
from the new building as they 
will be “getting another computer 
lab” that the Art Society can use 
when printing shirts or for other 
projects.
      Mr. Christy assured that club 
advisors and members should 
not be worried as they will likely 
give advisors set classes for 
hosting meetings during I/E, so 
clubs will still experience an area 
boost.
      Ms. Tzortzatos, the advisor 
for the ACTO, Academic Com-
petition, and Yearbook clubs 
pointed out that space and time 
“go hand in hand” in reference to 
participation.
     Her main goal of being “more 
inclusive” appears more obtain-
able with the increased area 
available at the new school and 
improvements to resources such 
as storage.
     This is a topic which should 
not be taken lightly, according to 
Mrs. Reynolds, as she shared 
how much storage is needed 
for the Yearbook Club, such as 
bookcases and cabinets. 
     Ms. Tzortzatos connected to 
this as storage is required for 
studying materials for academic 
competitions. Mr. Jones also 
mentioned storage for the filming 
equipment, and Mr. Broadbent 
noted how he looks forward to 
the large storage spaces for track 
items.
     With more space, clubs can 
take more people, so it is up to 
students to make sure the shift to 
the new building reaches its full 
potential as a way to better the 
school and community. 
     Ms. Tzortzatos expressed the 
importance of getting “socially 
involved in your school.” She 
shared her idea about potential-
ly holding I/E sessions where 
students can see what typical 
meetings for different clubs look 
like to know if they want to join.
     Mrs. Tzortzatos adding that, 
due to COVID-19, many clubs 

and other school activities 
decreased in size, so it will take 
more momentum to get those 
numbers back up. 
     Mr. Christy included that this 
demo week could provide “more 
in-depth” looks into clubs and 

help to allow students to try clubs 
that they may not have thought of 
joining before. 
     Although the exact dates of 
when this will occur are unknown, 
increasing participation in activi-
ties is on the front burner. 

         The new building will 
bring about many positive chang-
es on its own, but the effects of 
those changes are entirely up to 
the people of AG. 

New fields, television studio highlight new 
accommodations for athletics and clubs

NEW HIGH SCHOOL

The new high school campus will include a baseball field and a softball field.

News Briefs
Finland and Sweden may join NATO
After Russia attacked Ukraine back in February, typically neutral Find-
land and Sweden have started to make moves to join NATO. According 
to the Associated Press, the countries could make a decision “in late 
May.”  Their allegiance to NATO would provide economic and military 
aid to Ukraine and other countries if necessary. 
~By Gaby Bellaver

Comedian Gilbert Gottfried dies at 67
Gilbert Gottfried, renowned comic and actor, died on April 12. He was 
67. According to a statement released by Gottfried’s family, Gottfried 
fought illness for many years before his death. Gottfried was well 
known for his iconic voice while telling jokes and acting, starring in an-
imated films such as Disney’s Aladdin. Gottfried also frequently guest-
starred on comedy shows such as Saturday Night Live in the 1980s.  
~By Jackson Morris

Flamingo spotted in Texas after escaping Kansas zoo
One of two flamingos that escaped from a Kansas zoo 17 years ago 
has been spotted on the coast of Texas on March 10, says the Associ-
ated Press. The Coastal Fisheries division of Texas Park and Wildlife 
confirmed that the African flamingo was caught on video near Port La-
vaca, Texas.  Officials verified the bird as No. 492 per the number on its 
leg band. No. 492 and another flamingo vanished from the Sedgwick 
County Zoo in Wichita after a storm in June 2005. 
~By Riley Wiercinski
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Seniors ready for next steps after Avon Grove
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By
Gaby Bellaver 

& 
Naomi Partridge

Amanda Russo
 Penn State 
Finance and 

International Business
Amanda Russo will be attending 
Penn State next fall to earn her 
finance degree. She, like almost 
15,000 other first year applicants, 
fell in love with the campus, af-
fordability, and numerous oppor-
tunities the school offers.  She 
is also looking forward to taking 
multiple internships.
     “I enjoyed doing work relat-
ed to [business] in the classes I 
took throughout high school,” said 
Russo. “It was an instant click of 
something I like to do.” 
     Russo was also drawn into the 
well known business program at 
Penn State. Their Smeal College 
of Business is ranked 23 overall 
according to U.S. News. 
     Although she is not certain 
what she wants to do with her de-
grees, she is thinking about going 
back for her master’s and eventu-
ally working for a large company. 
     “That’s what I love about the 
majors. [They] cover a lot of 
ground of what I could do in the 
future.” 

Kevin Barrett
West Chester University 

Secondary Education 
Kevin Barrett will be attending 
West Chester University next year 
on the path to earn a secondary 
education degree. 
     Barrett loved that West Chester 
was close to home. The universi-
ty is about 30 minutes away from 
Avon Grove High School.
     “I liked that it was decently 
close to me so I can commute,” 
said Barrett. 
      Those who choose to drive 
to school rather than live on cam-
pus save an average of nearly 
$12,000 on room and board. 
     Barrett applied as a second-
ary education major out of pure 
interest and because he hopes 
to share his experiences with the 
next generation. 
     “You should really think about 
what you want to major in,” Bar-
rett said. “Don’t major in some-
thing just because someone says 
you’re good at a certain thing, but 
rather something that you will en-
joy and won’t be repetitive.” 

Olivia Heckman
Slippery Rock University 

Exercise Science 
Track and Field

Olivia Heckman will be heading to 
the other side of the state in a few 
months when she attends Slip-
pery Rock University. She will be 
majoring in exercise science and 
also be a heptathlete for the uni-
versity’s track and field team. 
     So what drew her to the west-
ern portion of Pennsylvania? 
      “I really liked the campus and 
the area surrounding it,” Heckman 
said. “It [also] has a very strong 
program for my major.”  
    Heckman also made a pro and 
cons list of all the schools she 
attended, something she says 
helped narrow down her options. 
Luckily for Slippery Rock, there 
were more pros than cons. 
     Her decision to attend Slippery 
Rock was also influenced by her 
life as an athlete, as she wanted 
her days on the track field to con-
tinue.
     “Slippery Rock has an amazing 
track program with very knowl-
edgeable coaches,” said Heck-
man. “My advice to other stu-
dent-athletes is to focus on your 
academics. Have fun and enjoy 
your sport and make as many 
memories as possible.”
    Her choice to major in exercise 
science largely was because of 
her desire to stay in touch with 
sports and one day become an 
athletic trainer. 
     “I knew I wanted to try this 
major because of the impact that 
sports have had on my life,” con-
tinued Heckman. “I love that at-
mosphere sports teams have and 
I would like to continue that.”

Alex Miller
Penn State 
Geobiology 

Alex Miller will also become a 
Ninanty Lion next year as she 
heads off to Penn State. 
     Like Russo, Miller loved the 
area and the fact that it was also 
close to home “but not too close.”       
     The university also was “a great 
research school” for her major, 
geobiology. 
     Unlike other majors like ac-
counting or communications, ge-
obiology is a much more specific 
topic. So how did Miller narrow 
down the countless options for 
majors? 
     “I’ve known since I was little that 
I wanted to be a paleontologist,” 
said Miller as she fiddled with her 
T-Rex ring. “I loved movies like 
Indiana Jones, Jurassic Park, and 
dinosaurs in general.” 
     “This major was a good start to 
get me started on the path to be-
come a vertebrate paleontologist,” 
Miller continued. 
     Miller went on to say that start-
ing early, being creative, and be-
ing true to herself with the most 
impactful tips she learned on her 
admissions journey. 

Logan Wodzinski
East Carolina University  

Nursing 

 Logan Wodzinski will be heading 
down south to attend East Caroli-
na University in the fall in hopes of 
becoming a nurse.
     “I really like how the campus 
is close together and not spread 
out. Everything is close together 
and within walking distance,” said 
Wodzinski. 
     Wodzinski has always had a 
calling for helping people and be-
lieves becoming a nurse is one of 
the best ways she can continue to 
do this. The greatest influence on 
her decision was her family. 
     “My grandmother had Parkin-
son’s and my grandfather was her 
primary caregiver. Watching him 
care for her and be by her side 

until the end was eye-opening. It 
made me realize that I wanted to 
do the same for people,” Wodz-
inski said. 
      She plans on graduating col-
lege with a Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing. She will take that degree 
to become a labor and delivery 
nurse. 
     “This is something that I have 
been dreaming about for years. 
Seeing the way labor and de-
livery nurses help advocate for 
their patients is so wonderful. The 
other thing that led me to this is 
that I love the thought of helping a 
mother deliver her greatest gift of 
all,” Wodzinski concluded.

Reed Gerenser
 United States Army

Airborne Combat 
Engineer

Reed Gerenser will be enlisting in the 
Army next year rather than going to a tra-
ditional college. He is enlisting as an air-
borne combat engineer. 
     “Joining the Army has always been 
something I’ve wanted to do ever since I 
can remember,” said Gerenser. “My dad 
was in the Army and a lot of [other] role 
models in my life have been in the military 
and they made we want to join.”
      Gerenser chose the Army over the oth-
er military branches because he wanted to 
follow in the footsteps of his father. 
     The Army also provides him with the 

opportunity to become a combat engineer. 
Combat engineers are on the battleground 
clearing obstacles or creating new ones 
for the enemy. 
     “We also get to blow things up,” said 
Gerenser. 
     After his basic training, Gerenser will 
attend airborne school to “learn how to get 
qualified to jump out of airplanes.” 
     Joing the Army will also open up a va-
riety of doors for Gerenser in the future. 
     “[After finsihing serving] the Army will 
allow me to attend any schooling for basi-
cally free,” said Gerenser. 

Mia Costagliola
Temple University 

Psychology
Mia Costagliola will be attending 
Temple University and majoring in 
Psychology next year. 
     “I chose this major because 
I have struggled with my mental 
health before and I wanted to help 
other kids like me.” 
     At Temple, psychology students 
develop critical thinking skills 
through courses that emphasize 
the scientific basis of psychology, 
statistical analysis and experi-
mental design.
     Costagliola is planning to be a 
child psychologist. She has been 
planning to go into psychology for 
a while so she is super ecstatic to 
start. 

Connor Bossong
Purdue University

 Aerospace Engineering

Connor Bossong is planning to 
spend the next four years of his 
education at Purdue University lo-
cated in West Lafayette, Indiana. 
     “It had a really good aerospace 
engineering program which is 
what I want to major in and had 
a good atmosphere,” says Bas-
song.
     Purdue’s aerospace engineer-
ing program is ranked in the top 
five of both U.S. News and Aca-
demic Ranking of World Universi-
ties. And most other publications 

rank Purdue among the top 10 
for aerospace engineering in the 
country, according to the College 
Gazette. 
     Bossong hopes to pursue a job 
in engineering, preferably in the 
aerospace industry. 
     Bossong is excited to build a 
new community at Purdue. 
     “Purdue also has communi-
ties where people with the same 
major can be in the same building 
for dorms to collaborate, which is 
pretty cool.”

Ben Coppins
 SUNY University at 

Buffalo 
Electrical Engineering

Ben Coppins is planning on at-
tending SUNY University at Buffa-
lo next year and majoring in elec-
trical engineering. 
     Coppins says he chose the 
school because it was north and 
he heard they had a great science 
department, but location was one 
of the big factors. “The other op-
tion was Arizona State, so…” 
     Coppins also had a grandfa-
ther who was a professor, so he 
is quite comfortable with the cam-
pus. 
     The engineering program at 
Buffalo is ranked second out of 
top public engineering schools in 

the northeast and is ranked 33 
among public engineering schools 
according to U.S. News. 
     Coppins has always loved 
physics and electronics, so elec-
trical engineering seemed cool to 
him. 
      His main goal in college is 
to gain a lot of knowledge, some-
thing he can use. “I just wanna 
build whatever I want.”
     “Well, the first thing I’m going 
to do is travel around the world,” 
said Coppins, “but in terms of an 
occupation I have no idea.”

Eliza Flanigan
 Lycoming College
Technical Theater

Eliza Flanigan is planning on at-
tending Lycoming College and 
majoring in technical theater with 
a focus in stage management.
     Lycoming College is one of the 
50 oldest colleges in the United 
States.
     “I liked the area and the peo-
ple I met there when I went for a 
day,” says Flanigan. “It’s also a 
really individualized school which 
is something I wanted and I feel is 

important for my major.” 
     Flanigan is hoping to gain the 
necessary skills and resources 
to become a stage manager in a 
large city like New York or Chica-
go. 
     “I had support and teachers 
willing to help me along so that 
made [applying] easier. I highly 
recommend doing a layout before 
jumping right in.  Jumping right in 
was overwhelming.”

Mars Hernandez
Gap Year

Instead of going straight to college 
next year, Mars Hernandez has 
chosen to take a gap year. 
     “The purpose of my gap year 
was originally to make money for 
college, and it still is primarily for 
that, but I also think it’s a good op-
portunity for me to grow as a per-
son,” says Hernandez. “Twelve 
straight years of school really 
clouds your vision to the world 
around you outside of grades.”
     Hernandez plans on participat-
ing in an online program at Arizo-
na State University that their job at 
Starbucks offers. They also plan 
on continuing to work and look for 
a place to live outside of their fam-

ily’s home.
     “I do want to go to college,” 
says Hernandez. “I don’t know 
where but I like the idea of Wash-
ington State. I’ll probably major in 
English or art history.”
     After that, Marz is still unsure 
about their life after college. 
     “I chose to take a gap year be-
cause the idea of going into debt 
is absolutely terrifying to me. Sure 
there’s scholarships and whatnot 
but all my life money has been a 
very fleeting thing and I’d like to at 
least have a better understanding 
of the world before giving up thou-
sands of dollars.”

Ella Guido
  Parsons School of 

Design 
Integrated Design

Ella Guido will be attending Par-
sons School of Design and ma-
joring in integrated design and 
minoring in fashion communica-
tions. 
     “Parsons has been my dream 
school from a very young age, so I 
was always emotionally attached 
to it,” says Guido. “Also, it’s locat-
ed in New York City, which is my 
absolute favorite place as well as 
the fashion capital of America.”
     In June 2020, Parsons was 
named the best art and design 
school in the country by QS World 
Rankings. 
     “[Integrated design] aligned 
with my intended career path. 
It’s also very customizable so it 
allows me to experiment with dif-
ferent mediums and become a 
well-rounded artist.”
     All Parsons students apply 
with a portfolio that ranges from 
8 to 12 works that can include a 
variety of media such as draw-
ing, painting, sculpture, fashion 
design, animation, performance, 
graphic design, and sketchbook 
pages, according to the Parsons 
website.
     “I was honestly beyond anxious 
throughout the entire [application] 
process. I’m a perfectionist, so I 
was constantly over-thinking ab-
solutely everything. Luckily, all of 
my art teachers were very helpful, 
so I’m quite grateful for them.”
     Parsons is an art school and 
with that comes a lot of differenc-
es to a regular libral arts college. 
      “Instead of exams, grades are 
based on projects. And the social 
scene is very different as well.  
There’s no sports or Greek life.”
     Guido hoped to be challenged 
and grow creatively. She is look-
ing for confidence and skill nec-
essary to flourish in the fashion 
industry. 
     “I hope to be challenged and to 
grow creatively. I absolutely love 
learning about anything pertain-
ing to arts, culture, and fashion.  
I hope that college will help me 
expand upon that.”
      Guido plans to pursue a career 
in the fashion industry, but her 
current focus is to be an editorial 
stylist for a magazine.

Charlie Altig
Savannah College of Art 

and Design
Film and Television

Charlie Altig will be attending Sa-
vannah College of Art & Design 
and majoring in film and televi-
sion.
     “[SCAD] has a lot of features 
that interest me as a film stu-
dent, specifically the XR stage & 
backlot expansion which grants 
so much flexibility and insight for 
film.” 
     Weather and location was also 
another big factor for him. 
     “It’s also, I believe, one of 
the top colleges for entering the 
Georgian film industry.”
     “I have known for a while that 
I’d want to enter film or a creative 
major because I’ve always en-
joyed creating stories and such,” 
said Altig.
     In order to apply to SCAD’s 
Film program, Altig was tasked 
with directing and producing a 
short film. 
     “Back in September, I shot a 
short film in Maryland with two 
friends and my guitar teacher 
which was interesting.  I got per-
mission to film at my pseudo-cous-
ins (twice-removed) beach house. 
The shoot spanned over two days 
as I didn’t really know what I was 
doing at the time.”
     But, it did end up working out 
for Altig. SCAD is one of the top 
art and design schools in the 
country, and their film program is 
one of Hollywood Reporter’s “Top 
25 American Film Schools.” 
     Charlie eventually wants to di-
rect, but is also interested in work-
ing in cinematography or coloriz-
ing film instead.

Bea Stryjewski
 The School of Visual 

Arts  
Illustration 

Bea Stryjewski will be attending 
the School of Visual Arts in New 
York next year with a major in il-
lustration. 
     Her love for drawing and the art 
world drove her to a college where 
she could make this a living. She 
hopes to gain many connections 
with others in the arts and one day 
make comics professionally. 
     Stryjewski is graduating from 
Avon Grove a year early. 
     “I decided to graduate early 
when I was a freshman,” Stryjew-
ski said. “High school was never 
going to be my thing so I can’t wait 
to move on.” 
     The requirements to graduate 
include a total of 25 credits, with 4 
years of English, math, and phys-
ical education. Avon Grove offers 
students the ability to double up 
on these classes or take them 
over the summer. 
     “The process was super easy. 
All I had to do was take an English 
class over the summer,” Stryjew-
ski said. “[I made sure] to write 
down the classes [I] was going to 
take and kept track of [my] cred-
its.” 
     Although she will greatly miss 
her friends, she is excited to move 
on to the next adventure sooner 
than most.  

26 more days till graduation! Ev-
ery senior has been counting 
down the days until they’re free 
from prison, sorry, high school. 
     Some will take the first steps 
to becoming teachers, others 
doctors, and a good chunk will be-
come business people. But there 
are some who decided to not take 
that approach. Some who signed 
up for the Army and others who 
decided to take a gap year. 
     With one of the toughest ad-
missions years yet, Avon Grove 
students have tackled the chal-
lenge head on. They are taking 
the next steps to find their calling.


