
By
Jackson Morris

Senior Editor

There are very few AG community mem-
bers who can say they lived through a full 
scale war, who can say they’ve seen the 
bloodshed and tragedy that comes from 
such an invasion.
     Or, at least, there used to be few.
     On February 24, 2022, the tension 
between Russia and Ukraine exploded 
into full-fledged war, with Russia invading 
Ukraine and brutally attacking the Ukrainian 
people. 
       Every student, teacher, and communi-
ty member at Avon Grove with a phone or 
access to the internet suddenly and unex-
pectedly had a front-row seat to violence, 
anguish, and bloodshed only ever seen be-
fore in history class. 

     These events however, are very real. 
     But unlike other events that match the 
scale of the Russo-Ukrainian war, this event 
is in the 21st century. It does not take days 
for information to travel over the oceans to 
curious Americans, nor does information 
get lost in translation on the way out of the 
battle front. 
     Social media provides a whole new kind 
of confusing issue for civilians and onlook-
ers to sort through: bias. 
     Bias can work in many ways. It can be 
in as little as changing one little detail to 
changing the entire news story all to fit a 
certain narrative or publication. 
     Social media allows for anyone to post 
anything about any topic, which has led to 
dozens and dozens of people on either side 
of the war to speak out and use “facts” to 
show why their side is in the right. 
      On a more localized level, many AGHS 
students feel as though their perception of 
Ukraine has been skewed by the constant 
information being pumped out to social me-
dia services. 
      Of 47 respondents who answered a 
Devil’s Herald survey, 21 said their pri-
mary source of information from the Rus-
so-Ukrainian war is from some form of so-
cial media. 
     Sophomore Camryn Walker said her 
trust for the information she gets from so-
cial media is a mixed bag. 
     “Mixed feelings. It’s obviously not the 
most trustworthy, but it also allows a real 
life perspective from the people living in the 
Ukraine and Russia.”
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By
Jaime Trautman

Staff Writer
As the fighting continues in Europe, here 
are some frequently asked questions and 
answers regarding the conflict that started 
in February.

Where is Ukraine?
Ukraine is a country in eastern Europe. It is 
bordered by Belarus (north), Russia (east), 
Moldova and Romania (southwest), and 
Hungary, Slovakia, and Poland (west). The 
capital of Ukraine is Kyiv, in northern cen-
tral Ukraine.

How is the government run in Ukraine?
According to Global Edge, the Ukrainian 
government is a republic, which is when a 
state is ruled by representatives of citizens. 
There are three branches of government: 
executive, judicial, legislative.

Who is the president of Ukraine?
The president of Ukraine is Volodymyr Zel-
enskyy, who was an actor and comedian 
before he became president.

When did Russia invade Ukraine?
On February 24, 2022, Russian troops 
and forces crossed the eastern border of 
Ukraine in the Donbas region, while oth-
ers came from neighboring Belarus and 
Crimea (an area of Ukraine that Russia an-
nexed in 2014). 

Why did Russia invade?
Vladimir Putin, Russia’s president, has said 
his reason for invading was that he be-
lieves Ukraine is rightfully part of Russia. 
When the Soviet Union collapsed, Ukraine 

became its own country, but Putin wants it 
to become part of Russia again. 

Why is Russia so determined to obtain 
Ukraine?
Putin is determined to obtain Ukraine be-
cause he wants to bring it back to Russia. 
He has said that he wants to protect peo-
ple subjected to genocide and wants the 
“demilitarization and de-Nazification” of 
Ukraine.

How is the Ukrainian government re-
sponding to Russia?
The foregin minister has said that Ukraine 
will “defend itself and win.” The government 
is providing weapons to anyone who is will-
ing to fight.

How are Ukrainians fighting back?
Ukrainians citizens are taking up weapons 
to fight against Russian forces. 

SEE UKRAINE WAR PAGE 2

Many journalists like American Nolan Peterson have used social media to quickly send out infor-
mation to the public from inside the conflict.

Putin invades, sparks 
chaos

WAR IN UKRAINE
Social media skews 
student perspectives
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ENTERTAINMENT

Millions flee Ukraine as 
Putin’s troops invade

WAR IN UKRAINE

By
Evelyn Brubaker-Kawabata

Special to The Herald
 Books in the good ol’ days used 
to be the primary source of enter-
tainment and information to many. 
     But now, with more social 
media apps than imaginable and 
enough video games to rot your 
brain, people have no motivation 
to pick up a book anymore. And 
why would they?
     As much as I love reading and 
as much as it pains me to see kids 
pick up Fortnite rather than Pride 
and Prejudice, I can’t blame them. 
Entertainment in the 21st century 
is fascinating.
     Movies and TV shows com-
ing out are made with exception-
al camera quality and special 
effects. Video games allow you 
to pretend you can shoot people 
without getting in trouble. Social 
media can get people scrolling for 
hours and hours. 
     Rather than follow stories with 
exceptional prose and beautiful 
overarching morals, people would 

rather follow a celebrity feud on 
Twitter. The newest TikTok trend 
has become more important than 
the newest New York Times Best-
seller List. 
     However, that’s not to say that 
readers are extinct. If anything, 
I’ve noticed a resurgence of book 
lovers. Maybe it was the fact that 
we were all quarantined for the 
better part of a year and a half 
and people had nothing better to 
do, but books are becoming cool 
again. 
     As a person who has always 
loved reading, it’s endearing to 
see people picking it up as a hob-
by. Books that have been my fa-
vorites for years are now becom-
ing a lot of other people’s favorite 
books. It kind of feels like I’m in a 
big book club.
     There’s also the benefit of get-
ting new books. With the rise of 
popularity in reading, people are 
creating new stories. I absolutely 
love it. There are so many new 
creative writers making new cre-
ative stories. Which means end-

less content for me to read. 
     Despite my bad talk of social 
media, I think it’s been essential 
in the popularization of a lot of 
books. People post their favorite 
books on their Instagram feeds 
and rave about their favorite se-
ries on TikTok. It’s allowed many 
to connect about a shared–not so 
common–interest. 
     Social media has also allowed 
for great promotion. The best 
commercial for your product is the 
one you can post yourself. This 
has allowed for so many book-
stores and companies to remain 
in business when only recently 
they were dying out. 
     So yes, while technology is 
still killing a lot of classic enter-
tainment, it’s also saving it. It’s 
discouraging to see kids complain 
about books and pick up a smart-
phone to play Minecraft, but that 
smartphone can also be the very 
thing that gets kids reading. 

Books survive in the age 
of technology

Social media 
provides a 
unique view of 
the war

WAR IN UKRAINE

News Briefs
Auschwitz survivor dies at age 101 
At the age of 101, Leo Scharzbaum, a survivor of the Auschwitz con-
centration camp, has died according to the Associated Press. Scharz-
baum lost 35 relatives to concentration camps and has continued 
to fight for justice for victims of the Holocaust. He was born in 1921 
in Germany but grew up in Poland, where he was deported from in 
1943. He remained in Auschwitz until the end of the war. After the war, 
Scharzbaum lived in Berlin for years and educated young children on 
his life through visits to schools across Germany. Scharzbaum never 
gave up in his battle against anti-semitism in Europe, and in 2016, he 
gave testimony against a former Auschwitz death guard.
~ By Maddie Butler

Obama tests positive for COVID-19  
Former President Barack Obama has tested positive for COVID-19. 
The former President has both his vaccine and booster, but still con-
tacted the virus. Former First Lady Michelle Obama has tested nega-
tive, according to NBC News, but health officials are still monitoring the 
couple. With instances like this, health officials are evaluating if another 
booster shot would be necessary.  
~By Gaby Bellaver

Kansas woman wins pancake race 
A woman from Liberal, Kansas defeated England’s reigning champion 
in a traditional pancake race on March 1, 2022, according to the Asso-
ciated Press. Whitney Hay won her leg of the race with a time of 1:07, 
which beat Katie Godof’s time of 1:10 in England. This tallied Hay’s 
second win of the pancake race in the United States. However, she 
was pummeled by Godof in 2020. The parameters of the pancake race 
are fairly simple: flip a pancake in a frying pan, run 415 yards, and flip 
the pancake again. This tradition was created in Olney, England during 
the 15th century as a celebration of Shrove Tuesday to commemorate 
the start of Lent.
~By Riley Wiercinski
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     “I try to dodge propaganda. I 
trust the information because they 
are videos showing what has hap-
pened,” says  junior Caleb South-
erland. 
     Many students, like junior Gavin 
Skinner, say that social media has 
made the war in Ukraine different 
from other conflicts because of its 
nature. 
     “It has made many people 
more informed, whether that is for 
better or for worse I’m not sure.”
     Current senior Connor Bossong 
thinks that social media has made 
supporting Ukraine almost an 
astroturfing activity, like famous 
actor Paul Bettany posting a blue 

and yellow protesting fist on his 
Instagram. 
     “Social media has made it a 
pop culture ideal so it has popu-
larized a certain reaction for influ-
encers to gain more notoriety for 
their ‘profound morals.’”
      In the end, most outsiders and 
those on the inside of the conflict 
just want peace. 
     AG junior Sophie Herman says 
she, like many others, are sick of 
the fighting. 
     “This is dumb. I hate wars and 
paying over $4 for gas is stupid.”

UKRAINE WAR FROM PAGE 1

Many have been hunkering down, 
and stocking up on food and wa-
ter so they can stay in the country. 

What is the level of damage 
done to Ukraine?
Russia has destroyed at least 
$100 billion of infrastructure, 
buildings, and assets. Many cities 
have been devastated due to the 
bombing from Russian planes. 

How is the US involved?
The United States has unwav-
ering support for Ukraine. The 
US has provided millions of dol-

lars for humanitarian needs in 
Ukraine. On February 27, the US 
announced that they would con-
tribute $54 million to the people 
affected by the Russian invasion 
providing weapons to Ukraine.

Why can’t NATO get involved?
NATO cannot get involved be-
cause Ukraine is not a member 
country. However, it is a partner 
country but is not protected. NATO 
countries bordering Ukraine have 
been supplying them with weap-
ons, medical supplies, and even 
euros for financial assistance. 
Many allied countries are also giv-

ing humanitarian aid to civilians, 
as well as allowing Ukrainian refu-
gees into their country. 

How does the Ukrainian/Rus-
sian crisis affect other coun-
tries?
The Ukrainian/Russian crisis may 
affect economies as well as global 
security. There are two points of 
vulnerability due to the pandemic, 
which has now increased because 
of the crisis. These points are 
high inflation and unstable finan-
cial markets. The war in Ukraine 
has also impacted global security. 
It has been called the worst con-
flict in Europe since World War II. 

Europe may be reverting, having 
problems with borders and pow-
er competitions due to the war in 
Ukraine.  

How many refugees have there 
been?
According to the Operational Data 
Portal, as of March 15 there have 
been about 3 million refugees.

Where are the refugees going?
Most refugees are going to Po-
land, while others head to Moldo-
va, Romania, Hungary and Slova-
kia. 

How does the Russian public 
respond to the war?
The majority of Russia supports 
the war (58%) while some in the 
country oppose it (23%). The data 
comes from a study done by an 
independent organization, rather 
than a government backed one, 
and its data was presented by the 
Center for European Policy Anal-
ysis. The Russian government 
has been censoring news about 
Ukraine, making citizens think that 
they are in Ukraine to help. Putin 
even passed a law that sentences 
people up to 15 years if they pub-
licly disagree with the war.

Sources:  Bloomberg, Carne-
gie Endowment for Internation-
al Peace, Center for European 
Policy Analysis, CNN, Deutsche 
Welle, The Guardian, North At-
lantic Treaty Organization, New 
York Times, National Public Ra-
dio, Reuters, Ukraine  Education 
foundation, The United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees, 
Washington Post

“The war in Ukraine has also impacted 
global security.  It has been called the 
worst conflict in Europe since World 

War II. Europe may be reverting, having 
problems with borders and power com-

petitions due to the war in Ukraine. ”
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The AG baseball team celebrates their 8-2 preseason victory over Oxford on March 16.

A normal season
PANDEMIC

By
Gaby Bellaver

Editor

Normal. 
     Merriam-Webster Dictionary 
defines it as “conforming to a type, 
standard, or regular pattern: char-
acterized by that which is consid-
ered usual, typical, or routine.” 
     Normal. 
     The last 2 seasons of spring 
sports have been anything but. 
     Let’s rewind to the 2020 sea-
son. 
     The warm, sunny week of 
March 1 was full of tryouts. That 
Thursday students were pacing 
back and forth waiting for their 
coach to pull them aside. The light 
was entering their eyes when they 
got the nod of approval. 
     Then practice, practice, and 
more practice. All was normal, but 
the whispers of something else 
filled the air. 
     But it couldn’t come and harm 
us, right? It was all the way in Chi-
na. It can’t come here, right? 
     On March 12, 2020, Ms. Robti-
son, the previous athletic director, 
started making her rounds. 
     A student has it. The school 
was shutting down for two weeks 
because of it. Spring sports are on 
hiatus because of it. 
     “I remember receiving the 
news from Ms. Robtison in gradu-
al week-by-week stretches,” said 
Avon Grove High School athletic 
director Mr. Kyle Christy, who was 
the tennis coach at the time. “In 
the beginning, I honestly thought 
it was going to be a two week 
shutdown and then we would be 
back at it.”
     There was still hope that every-
thing would get back to normal. It 
was just two weeks, right? Sports 
and school should resume on 
March 30. 
     Then March turned into April. 
April to May. May to June. And 
just like that, the school year was 

gone. 
     COVID had shocked 
the world and forced us 
to lock the doors and 
stay inside. We were 
hoarding toilet paper like 
true barbarians. 
     With everyone stuck 
at home, what did the 
athletes do? 
     “I held Zoom calls 
in my basement,” said 
baseball head coach Mr.  
John Bellaver. “We talk-
ed about the season with 
hopes that it would come 
back. I also gave tips for 
what the guys could do at 
home to stay in shape.”
     Like Bellaver, many 
coaches gave out work-
out packets and different 
assignments. Some had 
Zoom meetings for these 
workouts, but many left it 
up to the integrity of the 
athletes. 
      “I had an awesome 
turnout for the first two 
weeks. I truly believe we 
were in the best shape 
we had ever been at the 
beginning of any season 
I have ever coached,” 
said Mr. Christy. 
      To finish the season 
that never came, an unusual se-
nior day seemed fitting. 
     “We held an outdoor event 
where all of the spring sports 
teams met and we honored the 
seniors and presented them with 
awards,” said track and field head 
coach Mr. Eric Broadbent. “We 
actually went to the kids’ houses 
and filmed ourselves presenting 
the awards to the kids. I think they 
appreciated it.”
     “It was upsetting to not have 
a season,” said Bellaver, “but at 
the end of the day our goal was to 
keep everyone safe and healthy.” 
     As 2020 came to a close, 2021 
was faced with even more chal-

lenges.  
     Fall sports were the first to 
tackle all that was thrown at them.
     “Our football coaches were 
spraying and wiping each pad af-
ter each hit, tennis players were 
only allowed to touch their own 
3 designated tennis balls,” said 
Christy. “Athletes had to set their 
equipment on the bench and 
along the fence 6 feet from each 
other.”
     Then, in the winter, CDC 
guidelines required everyone to 
wear masks. This included prac-
tice, games, and on the bus. The 
teams were also limited to play 
only league games.
     Finally, March 2021 came back 

around. There were normal try-
outs and normal practices. There 
were even a few normal games. 
     Many of the athletes from the 
2020 season were glad to be back 
in action. Of course, they missed 
their senior friends who they nev-
er got the chance to play with.
     After the 2021 baseball squad 
won their first game, they made 
sure to dedicate it to the team that 
never got its shot. After all, playing 
some games is better than play-
ing none.  
     “The 2021 season was interest-
ing but way better in that we ac-
tually had a season,” said Broad-
bent. 
     Just when everything started to 
feel normal, the Chester County 
Health Department (CCHD) threw 
another curveball. The CCHD re-
quired all athletes, even outdoors, 
to wear masks at all times.
     Despite the precautions of 
masks and spacing to the best 
of their abilities on the buses, 
spring sports couldn’t avoid all of 
COVID’s hits. 
     Tennis had 3 rescheduled and 
2 canceled matches. Boys la-
crosse had 4 rescheduled and 1 
canceled game. Softball had 2 re-
scheduled and 1 canceled game. 
Girls lacrosse had only 1 resched-
uled game.
     Baseball was required to take a 
2 week break due to their COVID 
case. While 5 games were only 
rescheduled, the days lined up so 
that they would have to play 20 
games in 25 days. 
     This is a schedule not even 
MLB teams can keep up with. 
It’s amazing they even won any 

games considering they never 
practiced. The team was not al-
lowed to gather during the COVID 
break and only had 4 practices af-
ter the break.
     With school, homework, friends, 
life, the constant canceling and 
rescheduling, and the threat of 
COVID still looming over, sports 
were an oasis for the athletes. 
     “When we step on the field we 
let everything else go and played 
the game that we love,” said soft-
ball head coach Ms. Alexandria 
Pannell. 
      Student athletes of all seasons 
were able to focus on the game 
ahead of them and rally up some 
wins. Field hockey, girls soccer, 
boys tennis, softball, and base-
ball had enough wins to qualify for 
District 1 playoffs. 
     And Mr. Christy is hungry for 
more. “This year I am hoping for 
6-7 teams to qualify for District 1 
playoffs and make some runs at 
states,” he said. 
     And what are the coaches ex-
pecting out of the 2022 season? 
     Many have faith in their ath-
letes and share goals similar to 
Mr. Chirsty. 
     “We are excited and ready 
to capitalize on our success last 
season,” said Pannell. “We know 
we can get back [to the District 1 
playoffs] this season.”
     Some have a little bit of a differ-
ent mindset. 
     “For me, it’s easy,” Bellaver 
said, “I just want a normal sea-
son.” 
     And, as they say, third times 
the charm.

-Photo courtesy of Emma Roberts
Caden Riddell (right) faces off against a player from Cape Henlopen in a preseason scrimmage at home on March 16.
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March 28
Baseball and Softball vs. 
Bishop Shanahan, 3:45pm
 
Boys Tennis vs. 
WC Rustin, 3:00pm

Friday, March 25, 2022

March 29
Boys Lacrosse vs. 
Springford, 7:00pm

March 31
Boys Volleyball vs. 
Haverford, 5:00pm

Boys Lacrosse vs. WC 
Rusitn, 7:00pm

As COVID declines, spring sports return to fewer challenges 
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AGSD

By
Maddie Butler

Staff Writer

New art, music, and cultures class seeks 
to connect students to society

 “This is a space for students to 
talk about their own personal 
identity and explore culture in a 
way that is meaningful to them,” 
says Mrs. Deleguardia, art teach-
er and co-creator of the Art, Mu-
sic, and Cultures elective.
     Deleguardia has teamed up 
with Mrs. Umile, orchestra direc-
tor and co-creator, to create a 
student-driven course promoting 
collaboration and enhancing stu-
dents’ learning about world cul-
tures, music, and art in a way this 
school has never seen.
     “Not only does this act as a 
forum for students to explore their 
identities, but understand how 
their culture influences commu-
nities, social change, and other 
worldly events,” says Umile.
     No course blends music, art, 
and culture the way Umile and 
Deleguardia plan to. However, 
there are slight similarities be-
tween this course and others pro-

vided, like Painting I, which trans-
lates a song into a painting.
     Furthermore, this course allows 
students a new outlet to discuss 
music, as AP Music Theory and 
other composition-based courses 
provide a specific way of looking 
at and interpreting music.
     “There really isn’t any other 
overlap between the music and 
arts courses,” says Deleguardia, 
“so it [the Art, Music, and Cultures 
class] made a natural fit.”
     This course is in no way “one 
size fits all” as there are several 
different pathways for students to 
showcase their knowledge. Musi-
cal compositions, paintings, paper 
mache, performing arts, and other 
forms of expression are used to 
display various world cultures.
     “In the beginning, we were go-
ing to make masks to explore per-
sonal identity, and later on we will 
give students more choice based 
on their previous strengths, like 
playing an instrument, to display 
other cultures,” says Deleguardia. 
“At the end, there will be a presen-

tation where students can make 
a performance piece including 
music, performing arts, and large 
paintings, masks, or other center-
pieces.”
     This course also works to set 
students up for college, especial-
ly in majors like cultural studies, 
visual and performing arts, pho-
tography, mu-
sic theory and 
c o m p o s i t i o n , 
and music per-
formance. The 
Art, Music, and 
Cultures elective 
also forces stu-
dents to collab-
orate with oth-
ers to enhance 
their teamwork, 
social, and 
communication 
skills.
     “Students 
will be able to 
answer the big 
questions like 
‘What do I repre-

sent?’, ‘What do I believe?’, ‘How 
do I relate to art?’, and ‘How do 
I relate to music?’,” says Umile. 
“Hopefully, this allows students to 
understand and dissect their rela-
tionships with others.”
     There is no art or musical ex-
perience required for students to 
enjoy this course. However, they 

must have a genuine interest in 
learning about themselves and 
others, understanding how their 
heritage has influenced the world 
around them, and be willing to 
participate in a student-produced 
performance and an independent, 
creative setting.

By
Riley Wiercinski

Staff Writer

Mrs. Coffman’s aquaponics sys-
tem, the upgrade of Avon Grove 
High School’s television studio, 
the expansion of the robotics 
program at AGIS, and the cardio 
drumming unit at Penn London 
Elementary all have one thing in 
common.
    They were funded by the Avon 
Grove Educational Foundation 
(AGEF).
     The Avon Grove Educational 
Foundation is a non-profit organi-
zation that collects donations from 
local businesses and raises mon-
ey to put towards grants.
     Teachers within the school 
district then use these grants to 
make their students’ learning ex-
periences more “interactive and 
hands-on,” according to Sindhuja 
Kanamarlapudi, the sophomore 
representative for AGEF.
     Through improvements to our 
school, AGEF has made itself a 
crucial part of many students’ ev-
eryday lives and has approved 
about 20 grants since they first 
started in 2019.
     Kanamarlapudi, a member of 
HACK club, shares how she has 
seen firsthand the benefits of 
the foundation as the grant giv-
en to Mrs. Shrake of the robotics 
program at AGHS has provided 
drones for students for this up-
coming year.
     Avon Grove Educational Foun-
dation started as a way for busi-
nesses or people to give back by 
funding educational-based im-
provements locally.
     Their sponsors include cor-
porations such as Gore, Chester 
County Community Foundation, 
CCRES, and Phillips Mushroom 
Farms. 
     The senior representative this 
year, Mariana Aguilera Lara, em-
phasizes the importance of “hav-
ing input from the community” as 
we as a school are so influential in 
our surrounding area.
     Although, you don’t have to 
be a business owner to contrib-
ute money to the foundation. You 

can help out by attending AGEF 
events, going onto their website 
and making a donation, or by sim-
ply spreading the word.
     Support can be given even 
when ordering an item off of Ama-
zon. Using AmazonSmile, the or-
ganization of your choice, in this 
case AGEF, can receive a dona-
tion without any extra cost.
     Since the beginning of COVID, 
Kanamarlapudi reveals how there 
have been “limited opportunities 
to gain money” for the foundation.
     This makes it all the more im-
portant now that people support 
AGEF by attending their Artisan 
Market and Student Showcase on 
Saturday, April 23. 
     This event will include a silent 
auction, complimentary Rita’s wa-
ter ice, food trucks, and many oth-
er fun activities. 
     When selecting which appli-
cants will receive the grants, Mi-
kaela Cavanagh, the junior repre-
sentative, shared how they look at 
“how many students will be affect-
ed versus how much it costs.” 
     Teachers interested in applying 
for a grant can find an application 
link within their website as well as 
a list of previous grant recipients 
who are willing to answer ques-
tions on their experience. 
     Mrs. Marcano, the music teach-
er at Penn London Elementary 
School (PLE) who has applied 
for a grant herself, said that being 
able to reach out to prior grant re-
cipients helped her a lot through 
the process.
     The steps for obtaining a grant 
were very “easy to follow” in Mrs. 
Marcano’s opinion as they provid-
ed step-by-step instructions.
     The representatives for each 
grade are often selected during 
their freshman year through a 
teacher recommendation followed 
by an interview.
     The application process has 
started to find the next sopho-
more representatives for the next 
school year, and teachers can still 
recommend students for the po-
sition. Interviews are expected to 
be scheduled for late April.
     Not only has AGEF affected 
teachers and their students, but 

all three student 
r ep resen ta t i ves 
have shared how 
their mindsets on 
our school have 
changed.
     “All grants are 
enrichment,” as ex-
plained by Aguilera 
Lara, and AGEF 
has shown the 
lengths to which 
teachers are willing 
to go in order to en-
large their students’ 
learning. 
     Similar to how 
AGEF has made 
Aguilera Lara more 
thankful for teach-
ers, Cavanaugh 
has become more 
appreciative of the 
programs them-
selves.
     Her part in this 
foundation has 
made her “more 
grateful for the 
things that this 
school has funded 
and has created for 
us.” 
     During the 
2019-2020 school 
year, Mrs. Fegley 
and Mrs. Marcano, 
teachers at PLE, 
received a grant for 
their cardio drum-
ming unit that was 
added to the phys-
ical education cur-
riculum following 
the grant.
     Cardio drumming is the incor-
poration of music and physical 
activity through drumming on ex-
ercise balls rhythmically. 
     Mrs. Fegley, a physical edu-
cation teacher for PLE, expresses 
how this grant is helping students 
learn that being active is “not just 
sports” and teaches kids about 
“moving in a different way.”
     The grant also enriches their 
skill in music as the drumming 
“really stresses a steady beat” 
through a creative method that 
makes the often difficult concept, 

fun to learn, according to Mrs. 
Marcano.
     As are many students that 
experience the benefits that the 
grants have at AGSD, Mrs. Fegley 
shared how her students “were 
really excited.”
     Mrs. Marcano points out that 
without AGEF, this program would 
likely never have been implement-
ed due to its cost, so the founda-
tion “gave them a chance.”
     In addition to enrichment for 
students, the grant given to AGHS 
social studies teacher Mrs. Polin 
in the fall of 2020 was used to 

fund workshops for educators to 
attend to increase tolerance with-
in our school.
     The topic of racial inequality 
is also the basis of Ms. Cahill’s 
grant, which started a monthly 
book club for students, in which 
they read books centered around 
social issues.
     As found on their website, 
“The mission of AGEF is to raise 
philanthropic support to expand 
and enhance educational oppor-
tunities in the Avon Grove School 
District.” 

Avon Grove Educational Foundation 
influences students throughout the district
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March Music & art

-Photo by Dylan Ball
Bella D’Amico painting durring the Coffee House.

-Photo courtesy of Julia Hartle
Madeline Jones, Chris Carlin, Connor King and Gage Walker  playing “Fly Me to the Moon.” 

-Photo courtesy of Julia Hartle
Madison Hayward singing “Embraceable You.”

-Photo by Dylan Ball
Ben Coppins Memorial Tribute Hoedown Band playing “Wichita Lineman” and “Beastly” to close 
the Coffee House. 

-Photo courtesy of Julia Hartle
C.J. Busala singing and playing ukelele to “Introducing Me” for his sister. 

-Photo by Dylan Ball
Ava Wynter sketches her dog in charcoal.


