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Nartey’s passion inspires others 
Bria Nartey has always been big 
news. Since her freshman year, 
she has been making monumen-
tal changes at AG. 
     The senior is involved in a lot 
around the school, but most no-
tably a founder of Black Student 
Union and captain of the girls bas-
ketball team. 
       Nartey moved into the school 
district from North Carolina her 
freshman year.
      Although she was born in 
America, she takes great pride in 
the rich history of her parents. Her 
parents were both born in Ghana, 
a small country in West Africa. 
     “I personally prefer its original 
name, ‘The Gold Coast.’ Ghana 
is a country of vibrancy, love, and 
family.”
     Her parents taught her that 
Ghana will always be her home.
     “Even though I’m American, 
they emphasize that our family is 
rooted in Ghana–roots that repre-
sent our ancestors, etiquette, tra-
dition, etc. Family will always be a 
big part of my life.”
     Her relatives have helped her 
set a high bar for herself in aca-
demic life as well as milestones 
as a Ghanaian. 
     “I step into a room more confi-
dent knowing where I came from, 
who I can depend on, and what I 
can look forward to, knowing that I 
am from ‘The Gold Coast.’”
       In Bria’s freshman year, she 
took the initiative to start Avon 
Grove’s first Black Student Union. 
Nartey is the current president 
and founder of BSU.
      “I was moved by the lack of uni-
ty among black students in Avon 

Grove when I arrived. I felt that we 
needed a space that recognized 
us and offered further education 
about Black history and heritage, 
and a place for us to familiarize 
ourselves with one another.”
     “Our club specializes in up-
lifting Black students, history and 
heritage. We offer education on 
these topics and talk about things 
that occur in the Black commu-
nity,” says Nartey. “So it would 
be best suited as being called a 
Black Student Union.”
     At first, Bria received push back 
from administration who wanted 
to change the name of the club or 
merge with an existing club, but 
the founding members stressed 
the importance of having the BSU. 
     “We had blatantly racist things 
written about the club on social 
media the day it first showed up 
as an I/E (instruction and enrich-
ment) selection. Most of our push 
back is overrun by our success,” 
says Nartey. 
     In the past four years, Black 
Student Union has become one of 
the most successful clubs in the 
school. They have raised money 
in order to outreach in the com-
munity, plan club events and treat 
their members.
     “ We are a club built from so 
many talented individuals and ev-
eryone identifies their strengths 
to ensure that they are helping 
support BSU to the best of their 
abilities,” says Nartey. 
     “Our outreach and communi-
cation is consistent, and I believe 
this brings in a lot of trust in our 
AGHS community. People want to 
come out to see us succeed.”
     Not only is she a leader in the 
school, but also on the basketball 
court.  After seven years of bas-

ketball, Bria Nartey just finished 
her final high school season on 
Saturday, February, 12 with a 
game against Oxford. 
     Nartey is a co-captain who led 
the team along with fellow seniors 
Liana Gardener, Charlotte Higgin-
son, and Alex Miller. 
     “I think one of Bria’s biggest 
contributions to the team was her 
role as our team motivator. She 
was great at getting the energy up 
and coming into each game with a 
positive attitude, which was espe-
cially impactful any time we played 
a notoriously difficult team,” said 
senior Liana Gardener.
     Nartey was given a strong 
leadership position on and off the 
court, as she worked with the oth-
er girls as teammates as well as a 
role model. 
     “As a captain I had to realize 
that my teammates looked up to 
me a lot, on and off the court, in 
everything I did. I always made 
sure to try my best and uplift my 
girls, and have their backs and to 
also be a shoulder to cry on when 
needed.”
       With Nartey’s final season 
coming to a close, she is sad for 
it to be over but also excited for 
a new journey to begin in college. 
She is proud of all of her team-
mates.
     “They inspired me everyday 
and brought so much positivity 
and empowerment to every prac-
tice, tournament and game,” says 
Nartey. “The AG girls basketball 
program is changing for the bet-
ter and will continue to elevate 
with all the talented players and 
coaches involved.” 
     But Nartey has also inspired 
them. 
     Teammate Liana Gardener 

says, “I’ve especially noticed that 
she doesn’t hesitate to speak her 
mind when she sees that a given 
situation could be improved. She 
sticks to her morals and speaks 
up for those who can’t find the 
strength to do it for themselves. 
     “That’s something I try to prac-
tice in my own life, and it’s always 
been something I’ve admired 

about Bria.”
     With AGHS almost in her rear 
view mirror, Nartey also has had 
an eye on the road ahead.  
     Nartey ran a successful lip 
gloss company for many years 
and has a YouTube channel with 
almost 1,000 subscribers. 

SEE NARTEY PAGE 2
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Parking upgraded at new school
By

Maddie Butler
Staff Writer

With 97 days until the end of this school 
year, we creep closer and closer to the big 
transition to the new high school building 
and better parking for students.
     Parking is often overlooked.
     This improvement impacts the freedom 
that all students younger than 16 yearn for, 
and those over 16 dote on as they carry 
their long lanyards that behold the emblem 
of their independence everywhere they go.
     Driving allows students to avoid taking 
the dreadful bus, go on early morning 
Dunkin’ Donut runs, and stay after school 
for club meetings or sporting events. 
     These coffee runs will become even 
more efficient with the creation of the new 
high school as “the entrance to Dunkin’ 
Donuts is going to be widened slightly,” 
stated high school principal Mr. DeShong.
     However, to do all of these things, one 
needs a place to put their vehicle. 
     Here at the current high school, there 
are around 410 parking spots, but at the 
new one, there will be about 534, accord-
ing to Mr. DeShong.
     Students will still need to apply for a 

parking spot as they would any other year.  
Those enrolled in academic programs 
off-campus or play seasonal sports, get 
top priority (as shown in the AGHS student 
handbook), but fewer cuts will be made.
     Not only will more students be able to 
exercise the privilege of driving to school, 
but they will likely have time shaved off 
their commute.
     With the addition of a second road that 
will enter the high school just across from 
the Shops at Jenner’s Village and the wid-
ening of the entrance to Dunkin Donuts, 
no exits will be blocked off during the time 
of dismissal.
     “We’re anticipating it is going to be a lot 
easier at the end of the school day to get 
out of the parking lot,” said Mr. DeShong.
     Not only will these developments make 
leaving the school more efficient, but 
entering the school as well. Mornings of 
bottleneck traffic to enter the school is just 
another one of the troubles students will 
be glad to leave behind.
     The manager at the Starbucks of Jen-
nersville expects their usual morning rush 
of around 100 people before 7:30a.m. to 
increase significantly. So while the traffic 
may recede for school, it will soar for 

coffee.
     Despite this influx of students 
and staff in the morning, the man-
ager of Starbucks shares how the 
afternoons will probably attract an 
even larger crowd. Today a trip to 
their cafe after 2:30p.m. resem-
bles that of a study hall period. 
     Some aspects of student 
parking will remain the same as 
disclosed by Mr. DeShong. The 
cost of a parking spot will likely be 
$150 as it was in prior years, and 
“we will ask students to park on 
school property.”
     Mr. DeShong also clarified 
that there will be extra parking 
in the back of the school just for 
staff and a separate lot for buses. 
When the buses are not using the 
lot, it will “put the entire campus 
up over 700 spaces.”
     Students will not be able to 
leave for lunch and return to 
school, as some speculated, due 
to the close proximity to Shoppes 
at Jenner’s Village.

-Photo courtesy of Bria Nartey
Bria Nartey poses with the Black Student Union float at the Homecoming 
parade.

-Graphic courtesy of Mr. Scott DeShong
There are 245 spaces for students located near the main en-
trance (top), and there are 60 spaces for buses (right).  Staff 
will have nearly 300 parking spaces in the back.



-Photo courtesy of Mr. Kyle Christy
Eight of Avon Grove’s most accomplished athletes(left to right): Robby Dorn, Jake Van Voorhees, Alex Hammond, Alex 
Whiton, Olivia Heckman, Joshua Reuter, Tommy Delgado, Nate Fish signed to 7 different colleges.

Some of AG’s best 
commit to colleges

SIGNING DAY

By
Riley Wiercinski

Staff Writer
   From 4 ½ hours to 30 minutes, 
there is a place for every athlete 
at the collegiate level. Some of 
the best at Avon Grove are con-
tinuing their careers all over the 
east coast.
     But, only 2 have reached every 
athlete’s dream: to play Division I 
sports.
Tommy Delgado
     Wide receiver-cornerback mix, 
Tommy Delgado, will continue his 
football career at Lebanon Valley 
College in Annville, PA. 
     “Lebanon is a great school with 
good job opportunities and place-
ment after college. Their football 
program is really good too, so I’m 
happy with the decision,” says 
Delgado.
Robby Dorn
     Leading into his senior sea-
son, pitcher Robby Dorn has com-
mitted to play D1 baseball at the  
University of Maryland Baltimore 
County. He finished the season 
last year with a 3.25 earned run 
average, 6 wins, and 45 strikeouts 
in 32 innings pitched.
     “Being yourself, being coach-
able, and being a leader on and 
off the field are really important 
when getting recruited. Just trust 
the process,” says Dorn.
Nate Fish
     Delgado isn’t the only football 
player looking towards a future 
at Lebanon Valley College. Nate 
Fish, a defensive tackle, hopes to 
transfer his silent leadership and 
dedication to his career in Leba-
non’s competitive Division III pro-

gram. 
Alex Hammond
     Goalie Alex Hammond found 
his way to Penn College of Tech-
nology, becoming the third Ham-
mond to reach collegiate level 
lacrosse. 
     “Before my dad introduced me 
to Penn College, I wasn’t sure I 
even wanted to play lacrosse in 
college,” says Hammond, “but 
as soon as I stepped on campus 
and met the coach, I knew this is 
where I wanted to be.”
Olivia Heckman
     Track and field superstar Ol-
ivia Heckman will continue to be 
a “jack of all trades” athlete at 
Slippery Rock University. Not only 
does she participate in throwing, 
running, and jumping events, she 
also plays volleyball in the fall, 
though she decided to give it up 
to pursue a track and field career.
     “Make sure you get in touch 
with coaches and maintain high 
grades, because academics 
are just as important as playing 
sports. Believe in yourself and fol-
low your dreams,” says Heckman.
Joshua Reuter
     The final football player to reach 
the college level is Joshua Reuter, 
who plays both defensive end and 
tight end positions. He’s made his 
way to the California University of 
Pennsylvania, a Division II pro-
gram in southwest Pennsylvania, 
right outside of Pittsburgh.
     “It’s a big mental thing, really,” 
says Rueter. “Jump on recruiting 
as fast as you possibly can. As 
soon as you hit varsity, make sure 
you have a list of schools and get 
in contact with the coaches. Work 
hard and believe in yourself. You 

got this.”
Jake Van Voorhees
     As a new addition to West Ches-
ter University’s soccer team, Jake 
Van Voorhees will be studying to 
become a physical therapist.
     “You need to really make sure 
that you are sending emails, up-
dating footage, and staying on 
top of connections with coaches,” 
says Van Voorhees. “This isn’t 
something that’s just going to fall 
in your lap.”
Alex Whitton
     Swimmer Alex Whitton made 
his way to Frostburg State Univer-
sity in northwest Maryland. Coach 
Kelly Burk noted his many lead-
ership qualities in and out of the 
pool and even named an award 
after Whitton for those who also 
exemplify these same qualities.
     Among these new signees, sev-
eral more Avon Grove students 
are bound for collegiate athletics 
after signing back in November. 
     Dorn will finish out his senior 
season side-by-side with Nick 
Noga, Ethan Lytle, and Robert 
Weer. Noga will be attending Di-
vision II West Chester University, 
while Lytle and Weer are going 
Division III at Widener University 
and McDaniel College.
     Maddie MacDonald, the sec-
ond athlete to sign Division I this 
year, will be continuing her soc-
cer career at Mount St. Mary’s. 
     Division III  bound Reese 
Ziegler and Lacie Brown will be 
pursuing basketball and volley-
ball careers at Elizabethtown 
College and Juniata College.
    

Co-captain 
ignites change

GIRLS BASKETBALL

-Photo courtesy of Bria Nartey
Bria Nartey with her fellow senior teammates (left to right), Amanda Russo, 
Andrea Pyle, Alex Miller, Charlotte Higginson, and Lianna Gardener.
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Feb. 25
Swimming and Diving 
D1 Championship Meet, York 
YMCA

                          
                                                                                                                  Friday, February 25, 2021

Feb. 27
Indoor Track 
State Championship Meet, 
Penn State University 

Feb.27
Girls Hockey vs. 
D’Town East - Shanahan, 
9:00 PM, Chester County 
Skate Club
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     “I love to create things and I 
think that’s what boosted me to 
tap more into my entrepreneurial 
side and start a business. I think 
it gave me a lot of perspective in 
the business world and will most 
definitely help me down the road if 
and when I decide to start a busi-
ness in the future.”
     Nartey was also a founding 
leader in the Social Emotional 
Learning program. SEL helps to 
advance educational equity and 
excellence through an authentic 
school community to establish 
learning environments and expe-
riences that feature trusting and 
collaborative relationships, rigor-
ous and meaningful curriculum 
and instruction, and ongoing eval-
uation, according to the Collabo-
rative for Academic, Social, and 
Emotional Learning organization. 
     Through this organization, stu-
dents helped develop a stronger 
community between people at 
school. 
     “She was able to bring a per-
spective into our action plan: 
experiences as a sophomore, 
experiences as a minority in 
the diststric and experiences to 
someone who is new to the dis-
trict,” says advisor Ms. Cahill. “I 
think she provided a really good 

understanding of how can we 
make every single student in this 
school feel accepted and valued 
instead of focusing on what we 
assume is needed.”
      Bria Nartey is also a part of 
ACTO and loves art, drawing, and 
ceramics. 
    “My passion drives me to give 
110% into everything I am in-
volved in. It keeps me motivated. 
And my aspiration to be success-
ful helps me stay on track and 
work hard,” says Nartey.
     Next year, Nartey plans on 
majoring in political science and 
continuing basketball. 
    As Bria Nartey prepares to 
leave Avon Grove, there is a lega-
cy that she has left behind that will 
be felt by years of future students.  
     “I think Bria has reinvigorat-
ed the students. They are able 
to have the power to make the 
change and I don’t think we had 
that thought before,” says Ms. Ca-
hill. “Students are powerful in that 
they can bring people together, 
but she has given a positive rein-
forcement to do so and I’m really 
excited to see her legacy contin-
ue.”



Best Buddies brings joy to the community
By

Gaby Bellaver
Editor

Balloons take up the entryway 
and colorful lights paint the floor. 
Music fills the gym as boys and 
girls dance their hearts out. It’s 
truly a night to remember for ev-
ery student attending. 
     It’s not run by Student Govern-
ment or Student Council. It’s not 
a winter formal. It’s neither Junior 
nor Senior Prom. 
     It’s Night to Shine, brought to 
Avon Grove by the Best Buddies 
organization.  
     The organization has been 
around the community for four 

years, but this spring will mark its 
recognition as a club.
     Best Buddies is an international 
program that focuses on promot-
ing inclusion with students who 
have intellectual/developmental 
disabilities (IDD). Members of the 
organization form lifelong friend-
ships with students outside of the 
classroom.     
      “We want to create one-to-one 
friendships between students with 
and without IDD,” said club presi-
dent Rachel Enache.      
     To create this bond, the club 
has monthly activities with the 
buddies.      
     At Avon Grove, members can 

choose to become “peer buddies” 
or “associate members.” Associ-
ate members go to the monthly 
events while peer buddies hang 
out on a more regular basis. 
     Often, monthly events involve 
holiday parties and bowling. They 
are filled with games, laughter, 
and of course, food.  
     Peer buddies hang out more 
frequently doing activities such 
as going to soccer and football 
games and getting MOD pizza 
together. 
     Typically, mid-February brings 
the event of the year: Night to 
Shine.
    “Night to Shine is spon-

sored by the Tim Tebow founda-
tion and is normally an in-person 
dance with many different schools 
involved,” said vice president Mi-
kaela Cavanagh. “Due to COVID, 
Night to Shine was virtual this 
year so Avon Grove got special 
permission to have our own small 
dance!” 
     The club plans to host a few 
more events this year including a 
group trip to Longwood Gardens. 
They are also working on raising 
money for the international Best 
Buddies Friendship Walk.  

     “[The walk] raise[s] money for 
the Best Buddies housing pro-
grams, job programs, and other 
special events they run through-
out the year,” said Cavanagh. 
     “Best Buddies members will 
travel to our Philadelphia walk on 
April 23, and we’ll be fundraising 
until then,” Enache added. 
    The link to donate can be found 
on the group’s Instagram page, 
as well as member’s personal 
pages. A donation can be made 
out to an individual member or to 
the group as a whole.  

CLUBS

What makes a friend?
Compatibility tests and the weird human 
art of making friends 

By
Jackson Morris

Column
Compatibility. 
     It’s a big word with an even bigger mean-
ing. When I think of compatibility, my mind 
goes to Lego or pieces of a puzzle. Two 
pieces that click together that make some-
thing bigger than the pieces individually. 
    But zoom out the camera lens for just a 
moment. If you look at the puzzle pieces 
fully, they do connect in one area, but are 
very rarely identical. Many have very differ-
ent edges and angles, which is why puz-
zles are so confusing. 
    Human compatibility, I find, is exactly the 
same. Connecting with people on one cer-
tain shared hobby or interest can be what 
brings friends together, but I find what I en-
joy most about friendship is the difference.
     Recently, the AGHS Student Council 
did a fun February-themed fundraiser, hav-
ing interested students fill out compatibility 
tests in the spirit of Valentine’s Day, and for 
a small fee of $1, could be matched with 
people school-wide. 
     These tests, however, defeat the idea 

of difference in friendships. The questions 
are all catered to finding the person closest 
to your interests and hobbies, and all that 
produces in my mind is a clone of you. 
      If my friends and I were to take a com-
patibility test, I’m not even sure if we would 
match. That doesn’t change that my friends 
and I are compatible as a friend group, 
however, as it is the differences between 

us that keep our friendship alive. 
    It can be fun, for a time, to keep the com-
pany of someone who is identical to you. All 
the same likes, all the same interests. 
     But how many times can you talk about 
the soccer team you both like? The class 
you both share? Similarity is a finite re-
source, and once it runs out there is no 
refill. 
     Differences of opinion and interest can 
also evolve into a change in opinion and in-

terest for a group of friends. 
     I personally never was interested in 
mountain biking until I met a friend of mine 
who introduced me to it. We all can be bet-
ter people if we surround ourselves with 
people that we aren’t exactly alike. 
     Two AGHS teachers, Ms. Amanda Cahill 
and Ms. Katy Mills, agree with me to some 
extent. 

     “I think I’d match with maybe half of 
my friends on a compatibility test, but defi-
nitely not all of them. We have some things 
in common, and some similar values, but 
there’s also a lot of diversity amongst us 
and I’m sure we’d have a lot of different an-
swers,” said Mills. 
     “I think I would match with them! I am 
really good friends with my high school 
crew, college,  and work. I think it’s because 
we share the same interests and have the 

same expectations for friendships that it ca-
ters towards us matching on the compatibil-
ity test,” said Cahill. 
     While they might disagree about match-
ing with their friends, both Cahill and Mills 
agree that compatibility tests do not hold 
much validity. 
     “I definitely did them in high school too 
and loved seeing my answers, but I know 
that those tests were never how I made 
friends,” said Mills. 
     “I think the survey is only one form of 
data collection. It might not have as much 
reliability, especially when people fill it out 
as a joke.  It skews the data,” explained 
Cahill. 
     At the end of the day, I don’t think there is 
any test, questionnaire, or fortune teller that 
could predict two people becoming friends. 
Humans are complex, multi-layered organ-
isms, and it is a rare feat to truly fully under-
stand someone. 
         For an artform so few understand, so 
many of us are capable of practicing mak-
ing friends. Maybe it’s built into the back of 
brains like an instruction manual we can’t 
see; maybe it’s pure luck. 
     I tend to think the ladder. 

AG LIFE

-Photo courtesy of Rachel Enache
Best Buddies mark up some strikes at Timber Lanes.

-Photo courtesy of Mikaela Cavanagh
Chloe Mudgett and Mikaela Cavanagh make lifelong memories at Night 
to Shine. 
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Mar. 8
Vocal Pops Concert

Mar. 14
   Course Selection & So 

Much More!

Upcoming Events
Mar.9

  Small Ensemble 
Concert

Mar. 18
Coffee House

Mar.10
Mr. Avon Grove

Mar. 25
Junior Prom

“We all can be better people if we 
surround ourselves with people that we 

aren’t exactly alike.”


