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By
Jackson Morris

Editor
The   number   of   high   school   ath-
letes   that   go   on   to   college  ath-
letics   is   a   small   one,   with   7%   of  
 high   school   athletes   going   on   to  
 college   varsity   sports   and   only   a  
 mere   2%   go   on   to   play   Division  
 One,   according   to Scholarship-
Stats.com.   
      Red   Devil   athletes   who   are  
 interested   in   possibly   becoming  
 part   of   that   7% had   the   opportu-
nity   to   start   their   journey   on   No-
vember   8,   when   Avon   Grove High  
 School   hosted   the   “Guiding   the  
 College-Bound   Athlete”   seminar.     
      The   seminar   was   open   to   any  
 interested   students   and   their   fam-
ilies   grades   7-12,   and   was   pre-
sented   by   Rick   Wire,   president   of  
 Dynamite   Sports.     
     Wire   has   some   skin   in   the   game  
 when   it   comes   to   helping   stu-

dent-athletes  continue   their   ca-
reers   successfully,   as   his   own   son  
 Coy   Wire   committed   to Stanford  
 to   play   football   and   even   played  
 in   the   NFL   with   the   help   from   his  
 dad.     
      Wire   started   the   seminar   with  
 enthusiasm,   telling   the   crowd,  
 “This   
presentation   is   go-
ing   to   change   your  
 life   forever.”     
      Wire   broke   his  
 presentation   in  
 4   key   parts:   aca-
demics,   athletics,  
 marketing, and   re-
cruiting.     
      In   each   part   Wire   went   into  
 acute   detail   about   what   the   stu-
dent   and   parents had   to   do   to   be  
 successful   in   the   student-recruit-
ment   process.   
     He   also   gave insider   hints  
 about   what   younger   athletes   can  
 start   doing   now   in   order   to   make   

sure   they   are   on   track   to   become  
 a   student  -athlete.     
     Wire   also   showed   the   hard   work  
 that   had   to   be   done   to   become   a   
student-athlete   in   college,   telling  
 parents   they   had   to   “leave   their  
 love   at   the  door”   in   order   to   make  
 sure   the   kids   were   as   successful  

as   possible.     
      There   is   a   long   history   of   Avon  
 Grove   athletes   being   recruited,   in-
cluding   2021  alumni   Benny   Clark.  
 Clark   was   recruited   by   Vassar  
 College   for   cross   country   and   
trackandfield.
      While   the   process   of   becoming  
 a   collegiate   athlete   can   be   a   con-

fusing   one,  Clark   says   his   process  
 was   even   more   confusing   at   the  
 height   of   the   pandemic.     
      “It   was   a   lot   of   phone   calls   and  
 Zoom,   and   I   was   only   able   to   tour  
 a   couple   of  schools   since   most  
 had   pretty   strict   COVID   policies.”     
      “I   found   a   few   schools   and  

 c o a c h e s  
 that   I   really  
 liked   and  
 narrowed   it  
 down  from  
 there   while  
 keeping   in  
 touch   with  
 c o a c h e s  

andtryingtofindoutmore
about   the   school,”   said   Clark.     
      At   the   end   of   the   day,   Clark  
 wanted   to   make   sure   that   where  
 he   went   would also   appeal   to   him  
 academically.     
      “After   all,   the   point   of   going  
 to   college   is   to   learn,   not   to   run   or  
 play   a   sport,”   

said   Clark.     
      Towards   the   end   of   the   semi-
nar,   Wire   made   sure   to   instill   with  
 the   students   there   that   the   path  
 they   chose   that   night   would   not   be  
 an   easy   one,   and   that they   had   to  
put the effort in to see their suc-
cess   in   the   future.     
      “If   you   aim   at   nothing   you’ll   hit  
 it   every   time,”   said   Wire. 
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AG forward Eden Veenema celebrates scoring a goal with her teammates in their 2-0 victory against Haverford on October 28. 

Raising the bar: Lady Devils win Ches-Mont 
League for first time

By
Maddie Butler

Staff Writer
.  The Avon Grove girls soccer 
team’s season was undoubted-
ly a triumph. According to the 
teammates, however, it took a lot 
morethanskillonthefieldtopull
itoff.
     For the first time, the girls
soccer team was the Ches-Mont 
League champs after a record of 
14-2-1, which placed them as the 
7thseedintheDistrict1playoffs.
     The Lady Devils defeated 
Haverford in the Round of 16, 2-0.  
Then they lost to eventual district 
runner-up, Owen J. Roberts, 1-0 
inthequarterfinals.
     Finally, the season ended after 
a 1-0 defeat to Hatboro-Horsh-
am in the play-back round with a 
chance to go to the state tourna-
ment.
     Overall, many on the team 
agreed that communication was 
the key to their spot in the play-
offs. It helped them work “cohe-
sively together,” said sophomore 
Eden Veenema. 
      Stressing the importance of 
“connecting on the field,” sopho-
more Sydney Correll noted how 
“everyone could get whatever 
they needed to off their chest
without feeling judged,” creating 
a healthy and supportive environ-
ment.
     Knowing that they all had each 
other’s back laid the groundwork 
fortheirdominanceonthefieldin
games such as the one against 
Interboro, where they won with a 
score of 14-2, or against Octor-
ara, which ended with a score of 
7-0.
Asdifficultiespresentedthem-

selves, such as their rip-roaring 
game against Downingtown East,  
these challenges were “faced as a 
team,” Correll commented. They 
often made it out on top with their 
ability to trust and connect, which 
is true for their game against 
Downingtown East as they won 
1-0.
     Sophomore Mary Kate Walker, 
who scored eight goals this sea-

son, stated, “As one we were all 
equal. We all played a role on the 
team,andweallmadesuretofill
those roles.”
     Whether it was one of the goal-
ies such as Emma Moss or Grace 
Keen, or the powerhouse shoot-
ers like Eden Veenema or Alexa 
Smith, they all worked as one unit 
onandoffthefieldtoperformtheir
best. Like a puzzle where all piec-

esneedtofitforittobecomplete,
no player was unessential.
     With nine goals this season, 
Eden Veenema was the top goal 
scorer for the team, but she re-
mains resolute that all other play-
ers on the team helped her “re-
main strong.”
     All team members had to be 
constantly devoted to the game, 
and through team meetings and 

excellent communication, this 
group was able to gain the trust in 
one another needed for their team 
toflourishthisseason.
    Although very satisfied with
making it to the playoffs, they
hope that states lie in their future 
for next season and plan to use 
these communication skills to 
keep their bond as strong as ever.

Recruitment expert maps path for athletes  

“If you aim at nothing, 
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-Photo courtesy of  @ag_fieldhockey on Instagram
AG defenders Ella Carwile, Madison Britton, Brooke Benjamin, Brianna Gillan, and Camryn Spancake helped to send their first 
playoff game against Council Rock South into double overtime, leading them to a close 4-3 victory on Oct. 26.

Mighty underclassmen show promise for 
future seasons

FIELD HOCKEY

By
Riley Wiercinski

Staff Writer
AGfieldhockeywas ledbyphe-
nomenal showings by their under-
classmen throughout the 2021-
2022 season, taking the team to 
thesecond roundofplayoffsbe-
fore falling short to Wissahickon, 
2-1.
     Their season was full of ex-
citement with a win in overtime 
against Unionville (2-1) on Octo-
ber 16, and a win in double over-
timeintheirfirstroundofplayoffs
against Council Rock South (4-3) 
on October 25. 
     Other notable wins of the sea-
son included Lower Merion (7-2), 
Sun Valley (9-0), Strath Haven 
(6-0), and a huge upset against 
Bishop Shanahan (5-1), who was 
ranked third in Ches-Mont last 
season.
     Junior Madison Britton led the 
team with 29 goals and 10 as-
sists, and was recognized as First 
Team All Ches-Mont. 
     Sophomore Brianna Gillian 
also averaged 3 defensive saves 
per game, proving the dominance 
of the underclassmen.
     Seniors Megan Winiarski and 
Lizzie Landon were noted as hon-
orable mentions of the Ches-Mont 
League, as well. 
     “I am very proud of how far our 
team progressed this season, and 
this is all thanks to our three very 

hardworking coaches, 
who are devoted to our 
team, our sport, and our 
individual success,” says 
Camryn Spancake, who 
was recognized 2nd Team 
All Ches-Mont and was 
named one of the three 
captains of the season as 
a junior.
    Coach Antignani hopes 
that the girls continue to 
take pride in their accom-
plishments of the season 
and has become extreme-
ly proud of the positive and 
encouraging environment 
the players have created 
onandoffthefield.
     “Our coaches strive 
to create a personal con-
nection with each of their 
players,” says Spancake, 
“and they are the most 
dedicated coaches I ever 
had the opportunity to 
play for.” 
      Spancake has high 
hopes to continue their 
winning record and regain 
theirplayoffposition,aswell.She
has set high goals for herself and 
her teammates, like working more 
offensively earlier in their games
and getting a higher percentage 
of corners on the scoreboard.
     “My main goals for the team 
next season are to reach districts 
again and maintain a successful 

record,” says Antignani, who has 
been the varsity coach for 5 sea-
sons. “We have extremely young 
teams, both on JV and varsity, 
and I feel they got a great look 
at what they can accomplish this 
season.”
     Spancake noted that it was 
difficult to say goodbye to this
“amazing group of seniors, who 

time and time again boosted the 
team’s morale.” 
     Among these seniors was Liz-
zie Landon, who has committed to 
continue her field hockey career
at Wilson College.
     This team has come a long way 
since the start of their season, 
finishing seventh in the Ches-
Mont, 14th in the district, and 

even reaching the second round 
ofplayoffs,thebesttheteamhas
accomplished in over 5 years.

Last state finish line
CROSS COUNTRY

By
Naomi Partridge

Senior Editor
Afterfouryears,AnnikaPfaffhas
run in her last state cross country 
meet. On Saturday, November 6, 
Pfaffplaced60thoutof238run-
ners.Butthisisn’therfirstrodeo.
     Ever since her freshman year, 
Pfaff has been competing in
states. 
AsPfaffpreparesforcollege,
shereflectsbackonthepastfour
years running varsity for Avon 
Grove High School. 
     “I am so fortunate to have quali-
fiedandhadtheopportunitytorun
at the PIAA State Championships 
in Hershey, Pa. every year of high 
school,” says Pfaff. “During my
freshman year, the entirety of the 
varsity team qualified. But since
then, I’ve represented AG for the 
three years after.”
Pfaffhasbeenparticipatingin
cross country since seventh grade 
at Fred S. Engle Middle School.
     “I like to say I started running 

in kindergarten when I challenged 
the boys in my class to foot races 
during recess everyday. However, 
Ididn’tofficiallystartcrosscoun-
try until seventh grade.”
     Even with juggling her large 
amount of school work and 
sports,AnnikaPfaffhasbeenon
varsity for four years and is now a 
captain of the team. 
     “Running clears my head and 
makes me a better student by al-
lowing me to focus and relax.”
     Because of her dedication and 
driveforrunning,Pfaffwasvoted
captain of the team along with se-
nior Leia Conlan. 
     “Being a captain has shown me 
the organizational side of manag-
ing a team sport based on individ-
ual performance,” says Pfaff. “I
also not only feel the responsibil-
ity of physically leading the team, 
but setting an example for under-
classmen as well.”
Pfaffisalsointheprocessof
applying for colleges, but focusing 
more on academics rather than 
athletics. 

     “I plan on running in some 
capacity in college. I haven’t de-
cided if I want to continue either 
varsity or club running yet. I am 
going through the regular appli-
cation process and seeing what 
universities I get accepted to.”
    Currently,Pfaffand thegirls
cross country team is set to par-
ticipate in regionals on November 
27. 
AsforPfaff,sheplansprepar-
ing for regionals as well as getting 
geared up to start the swimming 
and diving season this winter. 

Senior Annika Pfaff competes in fourth 
and final state championship meet

-Photo courtesy of Laura Schell
Senior Annika Pfaff races at Downingtown East earlier this season.  She 
finished her career at AG by placing 60th in the state. 
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Nov. 19
Boys Ice Hockey vs. 
D’town East, 8:00pm, Ice Line
Girls Ice Hockey vs. 
Shanahan/D’town East, 
9:40pm, Patriot Ice                                                                                                                                   

Friday, November 19, 2021

Nov. 22
Boys Ice Hockey vs. 
West Chester East,  6:20pm, 
Ice Line
Girls Ice Hockey vs. 
Northeastern, 3:30pm,
Patriot Ice

Nov. 29
Boys Ice Hockey vs. 
D’town West, 8:00pm, 
Ice Line



The cold turkey of holidays: Thanksgiving 
movies and TV shows everyone forgot 

By
Gaby Bellaver

Column
Christmas and Valentine’s Day 
have endless Hallmark movies. 
Halloween has gutsy and gory 
horror movies. Even Easter has 
Hop! But Thanksgiving?   
     Thanksgiving has little to none.
     This end of the year holiday 
is skipped over like green bean 
casserole.  
     But why is that? 
     One theory is that there’s no 
lore for Thanksgiving like there is 
for Christmas or Halloween. 
     There’s no cute Easter Bunny. 
No presents from Santa Claus. 
No excuse to wear silly costumes 
on All Hallows Eve.  
     As much as people love spend-
ing time with their family and 
friends, the people they are truly 
grateful for, humans are greedy 
and want presents. 
     There is also the history of 
Thanksgiving that turns people 
away. It’s a day about the Pilgrims 
and Native Americans coming 
together to celebrate making it 
through thefirstyear in theNew
World.ThenthePilgrimskilloffall
the Natives with diseases. 
     Let’s face the facts, that sto-
ryline would not make a good 
children’s movie. A great History 
Channel documentary, but not a 
good movie. 
     The timing of Thanksgiving con-
tributes to it being a poor holiday. 
It’s right smack dab in the middle 
of Christmas and Halloween. 
     Yet, even Halloween is start-
ing to get smushed by the reign 
of Christmas. By early October 
decorations are already set up in 
stores across the country. 
     On the business side of things, 

Christmas is more liked because 
stores get more customers and 
greater sales, according to the 
New York Times. Since it is a bet-
ter moneymaker, stores will often 
promote it over Thanksgiving. 
     There’s also the fact that 
Thanksgiving Day football takes 
over the house. The racket of 
dads angrily yelling at the quarter-
back to throw the ball to the wide 
open tight end. (Because they can 
in fact hear you through the TV.) 
     With a day full of football and 
screaming, itwouldbedifficult to
findtimetowatchaheartfeltmov-
ie. 
     Plus, people are busy with the 
other holidays that fall around 
Thanksgiving time. 
     Yes, Black Friday and Cyber 
Monday also take over homes. 
The sales make it the perfect time 
for gift shopping. 
     Not to mention these holidays 
are no longer limited to their day. 
Many sales for Black Friday begin 
on Thanksgiving Thursday, and 
sales are much more important 
than family.  
     There are many traits that 
make Thanksgiving unappealing 
and this has led it to make a min-
iscule dent in the cinematic world. 
But there are some movies and 
TV shows that get into the spirit of 
the holiday.
     Let’s start with good ol’ Charlie 
Brown. Charlie Brown’s Thanks-
giving classic can be recited word 
for word at this point. 
     “It’s a very good movie,” said ju-
nior Jackson Morris, “10/10 stars.”  
     Snoopy popping popcorn. Lucy 
pulling the football out from under 
Charlie. Peppermint Patty inviting 
herself over to Charlie’s house 
are all timeless scenes.
    “This movie can connect to a 

large audience with its well known 
characters,” Morris continued. 
     It’s true. Whether you grew up 
reading the Charlie Brown comics 
in the Sunday paper, or watched 
the most recent 2015 movie, 
Charlie and his friends are perfect 
for people of all ages.  
     The older movie highlights the 
importance of family, friends, and 
spending time with one another. 
If this movie wasn’t already on 
your list, get out a pen and make 
it number one. 
     Free Birds came out in 2013, 
but did anyone even know this 
was a movie? 
    This animated film followsa
turkey, Reggie, who time travels 
back to the first Thanksgiving.
There he meets other turkeys and 
they spend the movie trying not to 
get eaten. 
     Together the heroic turkeys 
learn the lessons of friendship 
and bravery while trying to get 
Reggie back home. A great movie 
to put on for the kids while fami-
ly secrets are being spilled in the 
other room. 
     Plus it stars Lightning Mc-
Queen! Yes, Owen Wilson is the 
lead turkey. Not to mention other 
Hollywood icons like Woody Har-
relson, Amy Poehler, and George 
Takei have large roles in this mov-
ie.  
     There are most likely more 
movies that have small glimpses 
of Thanksgiving in them. But over-
all, there are few to choose from. 
With families being separated 
over the past year due to COVID, 
Hallmark really needs to hit up the 
sentimental value of Thanksgiv-
ing. 
     Luckily, there are a few more 
contenders for Thanksgiving re-
lated TV episodes. 

     How I Met Your Moth-
er was on during the ear-
ly 2000s and followed 
5 friends living in New 
York. The main charac-
ter, Ted Mosby, tells his 
children, well, how he 
met their mother. 
     One of the running 
jokes in this sitcom 
was Neil Patrick Har-
ris’s character getting 
slapped in the face. 
     In the Season 3 epi-
sode titled “Slapsgiving,” 
the joke and Thanksgiv-
ing dinner are wrapped 
into one. Through the 
laughter, the reminder to 
forgive and be grateful 
for one another shines 
through.   
     Friends aired from 
1994 to 2004. But many 
people today still enjoy 
the show. Season 5 Ep-
isode 8, “The One With 
All the Thanksgivings,” 
reveals the gang’s worst 
Thanksgivings. 
     The stories range 
from Ross’s parents divorce to 
Joey getting his head stuck in 
a turkey. The retelling of Moni-
ca’s worst Thanksgiving chang-
es the relationship between her 
and Chandler. By the end of the 
episode they-well, you’ll have to 
watchtheepisodetofindout.
     Although kids today might not 
know this show, their parents 
might. WKRP in Cincinnati was an 
early 80s hit that revolved around 
the everyday adventures of an 
Ohio radio station. 
     During its premiere season, 
the station tries to gain listeners 
through a Thanksgiving themed 
promotion. However, there is 

some slight miscommunication 
ontheflightpatternofturkeys.
     As the play-by-play action 
of the turkeys “flying” rages on,
viewers are sure to laugh at the 
chaos. The life lesson in this epi-
sode?Turkeyscannotfly.
WithtendaysoffforThanks-
giving break, don’t waste it all 
sleeping.Ifyoufindyourselfwith
extra time, try to get into the spirit 
of Thanksgiving with one of the 
choices above. 

HOLIDAYS
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Nov. 22-26
Thanksgiving Break

Dec. 14
HS Band Concert   

Upcoming Events
Dec. 4

Country Christmas  

Dec. 15
HS String Orchestra 

Concert 

Dec. 8 
HS Choral Concert  

Dec. 16
     NHS Induction  

AG thespians break the fourth wall 
By

Jaime Trautman
Staff Writer

-Photo by Dylan Ball
Senior Payton Smith and junior Nickolas D’Onofrio fight to the death with a balloon sword and rubber chicken. 

FALL PLAY

The Avon Grove High School’s 
thespians performed Just Another 
High School Play on November 
4-6.  It was a kooky and interest-

ing show, similar to sketch com-
edy, with many plot twists (espe-
cially at the end). 
     The premise of the show was 
that the school’s drama teacher 
left the students to fend for them-
selves. So the drama students 
had to put on a show with old 

scripts they found backstage. Vi-
gnettes included Romeo and Ju-
liet, the history of modern theater, 
and Little Women, just to name a 
few.
     The lead roles were, the stage 
manager (played by senior Sophie 
Kaiser) and the assistant director 

(played by sophomore Mary Kate 
D’Ambrosio). They kept the other 
characters in order, or tried to at 
least. 
Thefirstactincludedascene
about the history of theatre, an 
improv game, a one man Hamlet 
retelling (with sound board dis-

tractions), 
the story of 
Christopher 
M a r l o w e , 
m e l o d r a -
mas in 90 
s e c o n d s , 
and Little 
Men. The 
second act 
began with 
a piano ser-
enade by 
the assis-
tant direc-
tor, and A 
Christmas 
Carol rap 
(a crowd 
favorite), a 
version of 
Our Town, a 
Romeo and 
Juliet pup-
pet show, 

scenes from various shows, and 
the unexpected return of the dra-
ma teacher.   
     Cast members have said that 
“it was a fun play” and that they 
“hopepeoplefindthehumorinit.”
     Audience members may have 
missed some of the jokes, solely 
because the show was meant to 
be a “theater kid” show. 
     D’Ambrosio said that she was 
“excited to perform” and that she 
had a lot of adrenaline before 
opening night. 
     Over 50 students made up the 
cast, crew, and tech. 
     Overall, these students had 
a good time putting the show to-
gether, and they hoped that peo-
ple laughed and were entertained! 
     The directors, Cali Heath and 
Helen Whitehouse, orchestrated 
several moving parts to bring this 
show together. Their next job to 
tackle is the spring musical.
     The musical production to open 
sometime in the spring will be The 
Addams Family. 
     There is a meeting after school 
on November 30 for anyone inter-
ested in joining the production.


