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It?s been everywhere. 

     On the news, in the newspaper, on the radio and on the television. 

     It?s appeared on talk shows, and it?s been talked about by everyone. 

     It?s caused arguments, and even some arrests. 

     It?s changed our daily lives, and it?s opened new opportunities in the time of the 
pandemic. ?It? is the COVID-19 vaccine. 

     On May 12, 2021, the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine was cleared for people as young 
as 12 years old. That means that every person at AGHS is legally eligible for the 
COVID-19 vaccine. 

     But, just because someone can get something doesn?t mean they want it. What 
do high schoolers think of the COVID-19 vaccine? 

     The answer was an almost universal yes. In fact, 8 out of 9 high school students 
interviewed said that if given the chance, they would get it right now. 

    For some, that question was already answered, as many who were interviewed 
already had one dose of the Pfizer vaccine in their arms.

    The reason behind getting the vaccine wasn?t all the same, however. Universally, 
those who answered yes to getting the vaccine wanted to get it to defend 
themselves against the virus, but some students had a reason bigger than simple 
protection. 

     Sphomore T.J. Oakes said he wanted to make sure he was keeping his family 
safe, ?I?m a really big vector for my family as I?m in school five days a week. I run 
track, and I do other things. I wanted to make sure that I?m not risking bringing the 
virus home, and that?s why I chose to get vaccinated.? 

     Sophomore Emma Scheibe also talked about protecting her family from 
COVID-19, ?I want to start seeing my grandparents again. I miss them, and I haven?t 
been able to see them in order to keep them safe.? 

     Sophomore Sophia Pham commented on understanding what had to happen in 
order for the vaccine to become available. 

     ?My family works in healthcare, so I kind of know the chaos that is happening right now. I 
think it?s best that we all try to do our best to help each other and help ourselves by getting 
vaccinated.?

      On the other side of the argument, sophomore Dominic Tursi talked about why he wasn?t 
sure about getting vaccinated. 

     ?Yes, I think it?s needed, just maybe not for kids our age at this time.

     ?I want to see where it goes from this point forward. Maybe there will be long-term effects, 
or the need for a third or fourth booster shot. I just feel like people who are more at risk from 
dying from COVID need it more than I do.?

     When asked about these issues becoming politicized, many answers were the same on 
both sides of the argument. For the yes side, the good outweighs the bad, according to AG 
sophomores Gage Walker and Al Alpini. 

        ?Doctors have been working nonstop to get this to work. The government has put 
thousands of dollars to get this to work. There would be no value in those thousands of hours 

and dollars if the thing they were working on didn't work,? said Walker. 

       ?We don?t want COVID-19 to become the new normal. If we get vaccines in people?s 
arms, we can make COVID be a thing of the past. That?s what I want,? said Alpini.

          Sophomore Dylan Raymond also understood the hesitancy for getting the shot. 

     ?If you?re suspicious about the COVID vaccine because you're scared of side-effects or 
allergic reactions, I can understand that. But I do feel that getting the vaccine is the smarter 
choice, compared to not.?

         Sophomore Gavin Skinner commented on finally putting COVID-19 in the rear-view 
mirror. 

     ?I just want this pandemic to be over. I?m very excited about lowering restrictions, and with 
more and more vaccinations happening, it really feels like this is the light at the end of the 
tunnel.? 

     According to the CDC, as of May 15, 47.8% of Pennsylvania residents 18 and older are 
fully vaccinated, and as of the week of May 18, 600,000 people ages 12-15 nationwide got at 
least one dose of the COVID-19 vaccine. 

This year senior Ruben Estrada will be graduating from 
Avon Grove High School and is planning to begin a career 
in construction, as well as to become an electrician. 

     Although his last year went by slowly and differently, he?s 
still happy to graduate. 

     ?I?m feeling really excited about graduation, I?m kind of 
disappointed that this year wasn?t what I was expecting,? 
said Ruben.

     He took classes at Avon Grove High School and at the 
Technical College High School while struggling with 
COVID-19 at home.

      He was quarantined for 3 weeks and struggled with the 
school work.

     After becoming sick things only got worse since he lost 
his job and his parents even got laid off from their jobs. 

     Even after having those obstacles, he still pushed 
through and gave it his best to complete his work for TCHS 
and Avon Grove High School.

     The eighteen-year-old finished the three-year carpentry 
and construction program at TCHS. 

     ?I?ve learned a lot about construction at tech and it was a 
great experience,? said Ruben.

     Ruben?s plans after high school are to continue his 
construction career at Thaddeus Stevens College of 
Technology to become a contractor; he is also planning to 
work for the Warfel construction company.

     ?One day I want to see my own construction business 
grow into full fruition.?

     With all the struggles he faced out of the way, the 
graduating senior can?t wait to finally graduate from Avon 
Grove High School after putting in a lot of effort.

     ?The year went decently well, near the end it got really 
easy.? 

By
Jackson Mor r is

Staff Writer

By
Salvador  Tor res-Sanchez

Staff Writer
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Estrada plans to attend Thaddeus Stevens College in the fall.
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Alabama
University of Alabama
William Gray

Arizona
Arizona State University
Damian Mancevski

California
University of California
Berkeley
Paul Clark

Colorado
Colorado State University
Alana Boiardi
Colorado University 
of Boulder
Richard Swyers

Connecticut
Wesleyan University
Aiden Parente

Delaware
Delaware Technical 
Community College
Kimberly Diaz-Duran
Robert Huss
Erik Lee
Goldey Beacom College
Ketsali Arizmendi-Cordova
University of Delaware
Katherine Donnelly
Rachel Gaebel
Jessica Griffith
Levi Morrell
Julia Quirk
Fallon Vande Poele

Florida
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical
University
Max Haas
Florida Southern College
Grace Trautman
University of Florida
Ava Gray
University of Miami
Mary Roberts
University of Tampa
Jennifer Bruecks
Calliope Mozilo-Deibert

Illinois
Bradley University
Jack Lincoln
The School of the Art
Institute of Chicago
Cydni Wayland
University of Illinois
Reece Farrell

Indiana
Notre Dame University
Ashlyn McDonald

Kentucky
University of Kentucky
Annika Francke

Louisiana
Louisiana State University
Thomas Gordon

Maryland
Cecil College
Michael Liberatore
Frostburg State University
Jacob Stretch
Salisbury University
Hannah Johnson
Washington College
Lauren Kidder

Massachusetts
College of the Holy Cross
Molly O'Connor
Northeastern University
Amber Hayward
Northeast Generals
Academy
Nolan Zotter

New York
The Culinary Institute 
of America
Skyler Childs
New York University
Abigail Condliffe
Vassar College
Benjamin Clark

North Carolina
East Carolina University
Sydney Curtis
Karly Fanelli
Meridith Moulder
High Point University
Delaney Ashworth
Jonathan Dixson
North Carolina State
University
Aidan Hannon
Daniel Kozel
University of North Carolina  
Wilmington
Zachary Rineer

Ohio
Ohio State University
Sophia Omar

Pennsylvania
Bloomsburg University of
Pennsylvania
Elliot Dunn
Michelle LeStourgeon
Bryn Mawr College
Francesca MacGregor
Bucknell University
Elisabeth Harrison
Camille Levy
Cabrini University
Benjamin Houghton
Delaware County 
Community College
Tyler Guy
Kayla Kyle
Chelsea Lemus-Diaz
Liam Ludwig
Antonio Mendez
Margaret Olivero
Isaiah Hensley
Iran Trujillo-Gallardo
Drexel University
Alessandra Mitchell
Jack Pavlock
Brian Reed
Duquesne University
Kaylin Cousin
Eastern University
Greyson Sprinkle
Jacob Vitone
Elizabethtown College
Caroline Czerpak
Sarah Reynolds

Gettysburg 
College
Danielle D'Angelo
Riley Meyers
Immaculata 
University
Olivia Watson
Ivan 
Zavala-Zavala
Indiana
University of
Pennsylvania
Peyton 
Bachman
Emily DFilippo
Jacqueline 
Martinez
Kutztown 
University of
Pennsylvania
Katherine 
Nolan
Gemere Paone
LaSalle 
University
Robert Murphy
Amanda 
Starkey
Lebanon 
Valley College 
William Fischer
Millersville 
University of
Pennsylvania
Kathryn 
Boggetta
Agustin 
Espinoza-Ortiz
Zachary 
Humphreys
Mariah Juarez
Neumann 
University 
Ulises Arroyo 
Aguilera
Pennsylvania 
State 
University
Altoona
Alexander 
DelleDonne

Pennsylvania 
State 
University
Brandywine
Alexis Cordova 
Bernal
Kirin Eggers
Benjamin Fox
Skyler Jackson
Pennsylvania 
State 
University
University Park
Miranda Adler
Masyn Arnoldy
Nathaniel Belfiore
Abigail Boxler
Joseph Daghir
Nickolas Fogg
Meghan 
Hepworth
Saisarath 
Kanamarlapudi
Maggie Keegan
Lia Lanahan
Rachel Lee
Lila McCulley
Melinda 
Mondragon
Garduno
Avery O'Haire
Kyle Perlman
Matthew Rayne
Victoria Snader
Richard Stoner
Shippensburg 
University of
Pennsylvania
Andrew Hendrix
James Johnston
Caleb Smith
Temple 
University
Nathaniel Barnett
Alexander 
Bollacker
Julianna Brescia
Carrington Colon
Madelyn 
Crawford
Wade Danyo
Madeline Guido
Amelia Hartle
Natalie Kelmelis
Andrew Morrison

Victoria Olski
Madeline Przywara
Kiely Sullivan
Gabriella Tucci
Brayan 
Vergara-Vargas
Thaddeus Stevens 
College of
Technology 
Julian Brown
James Jones
Luke Nelson
Ruben Estrada
Universal Technical Institute
Roman Fuentes
University of Pennsylvania
Kayla White
University of Pittsburgh
Katherine Gidaro
Marla Hernandez-Castaneda
Joshua Herring
Steven Lui
Connor Ruark
Tyler Umbach
Seth Williams
University of Scranton
Christopher Spencer
Villanonva University
Sophia Crossan
Sadie Nattress
Washington & Jefferson 
College
Katelyn Cornette
West Chester University of
Pennsylvania
Ulises Aguilera-Bedolla
Kendall Blanchard
Brandon Bond
Logan Clendaniel
Kayla Connors
Evan D'Ambrosio
Savannah Daly
Yasmin Danesh
Megan Gula
Joshua Hawkes
Joshua LaPearl
Edwin Leon
Karen Herrera Zamudo
Angela Hudson
Nicholas Kunitsky
Mauricio Lopez
Belinda Ortiz-Ayllon
Jessica Pantoja-Fernandez
Joseph Rea
Kimberly Spangler

Ayza Syed
Dean Wheeler
Nancy Castano Flores
Widener University
Taylor Finocchiaro
York College of 
Pennsylvania
Brianna McKeown

Rhode Island
Brown University
Benjamin Nelson

South Carolina
Clemson University
Cayla Caron
University of South Carolina
Emily Slamon
Sean Wright

Texas
Texas A&M University 
Kingsville
Madison Muscolino

Virginia
James Madison University
Nicole Wittman
Liberty University
Aaron Scheidt
Piedmont Virginia 
Community 
College
Spenser Woodward
Shenandoah University
Caitlyn Sweet
Virginia Polytechnic Institute 
and State University
Brooke Daddis
Raul Lopez
Evan McCleary
Michael Norris
James O'Hora

West Virginia
West Virginia University
Noah Alberti
Joseph D'Aulerio

United States Military
Joshua Ayres
Ryan Kelley
Jocelin Martinez
Landin LaFrance
Joseph Smiley

Workforce
David Barlow
Zachary Felker
Jacob Holmes
Magdalena Lopez-Magana
Gabriella McGarvey
Luis Nova Mondragon
Daisy Sanchez-Diaz
Philip Travaglini

Gap Year
Finn Allison
Evelyn Beltran-Romo
Arianna Mejias Toro
Claire Stearn

Unsure
Tucker Aliberti
Trenton Bonner
Marisol Esquivel-Zavala
Cameron Howard

 

Before the boom of a senior?s 
name over the p.a. system at 
Delaware Stadium on graduation 
day is heard, there?s a period of 
quiet reflection as one?s high 
school career begins to draw close 
to the end. 

     Seniors also begin to look 
forward to the years ahead of 
them into adulthood, as they 
compare it to the memories 
they?ve made since they started 
attending Avon Grove.  

     Each student, despite attending 
the same school, will have gone 
through vastly different 
experiences. Multiple students in 
the same grade will have very 
different memories, encounters, 
and take-aways.

     All of them have different 
memories from their past decade 
in Avon Grove, but they seem to 
agree on quite a few things as 
well. Through them it?s possible to 
find Avon Grove?s strength, the 
people. 

     Looking back on the things they 
miss from the earlier grades, they 
all agreed on the leisure time that 
they spent with their classmates.

     Recess is a clearly missed 

pastime, as students reminisce on 
the activities they used to 
participate in with their friends.  

     ?Well, I just know I really loved 
recess. I got to hang out with my 
friends, and play games. I 
remember gaga ball,? said senior 
Brittany Barnes.

     ?I miss having fun at recess 
with my friends when I was 
younger, and also getting a 
chance to do field day, where we 
would just do random games 
outside. There usually was a pizza 
box relay, and I always thought 
those were fun. I usually just 
jumped around and climbed 
around on all the play set stuff, 
and just talked with my friends,? 
said senior Daniel Taylor.

     That sense of unity and 
community is something that is 
lost as students grow older, and 
feel more different and alienated 
from one another, in a way that 
kids don?t. 

     ?I remember I had a birthday on 
the same day as one guy, so he 
handed out toys and I handed out 
cookies, and it was literally the 
best day ever,? said Meridith 
Moulder.

     ?In kindergarten I, 
unfortunately, contracted mono, 
and ended up in the hospital for 
three days and three nights. I?m 

fine now, thankfully, but when I got 
back and was on house rest, I 
found out that my kindergarten 
class made a bunch of cards to tell 
me to get well soon, and I was 
feeling terrible and gross, but I got 
all these cards and stuffed 
animals, and it was super nice of 
everyone to do,? said Caroline 
Czerpak.

     In Avon Grove, students form 
meaningful relationships, not just 
with their peers, but with their 
teachers as well. Every senior 
looked back fondly on the classes 
and teachers they thought really 
changed their life from their earlier 
years. 

     ?Art class. When I used to do 
ceramics and painting. That was 
when I really found a passion for 
creating stuff and doing art. I found 
that passion in fourth grade when I 
had some art classes. I remember 
working with clay a lot in fourth 
grade, and painting and drawing 
and stuff,? said senior Gabby 
Tucci. 

      ?In fourth grade, my teacher 
was the first teacher who really 
helped me individually. Back then, 
I was really socially awkward and 
shy. I didn?t talk a lot, so [my 
teacher], to try and get me out of 
my shell, invited me, and one or 
two friends, to have lunch with him 
on Wednesdays, so I wasn?t super 

isolated. So we?d talk, or he?d help 
us with schoolwork, which also 
really helped. It was one of the 
nicest things ever. He also played 
a mean game of kickball, every 
single recess,? said Caroline 
Czerpak.

     Even into high school, seniors 
continued to make memories with 
those around them, through the 
opportunities they were given. 
Many students found themselves 
connected with their peers through 
shared classes and extracurricular 
activities. 

     ?The whole music department 
in general was a lot of fun. They 
became a community by doing a 
lot of activities and spending time 
together both in school and out of 
school.,? said Brittany Barnes.

     ?I did MUN (Model United 
Nations), theatre, performing arts 
club. There was TAG (Together 
Avon Grove), and it was just so 
fun because you felt like you were 
doing something productive, but 
then you were also goofing off with 
your friends, and that was so 
much fun, and you usually had a 
huge pay-off, like with PAC 
(Performing Arts Club) you got to 
go on an awesome trip to 
Broadway with your select group 
of friends, which is so fun,? said- 
Meridith Moulder.

     Avon Grove?s clubs have given 
students a sense of 
accomplishment. Students look 
back at the things they have 
achieved with pride. 

     ?Starting the eSports club was 
fun. I was the artist mainly, so I 
was coming up with t-shirt 
designs, and since I was Mr. 
Pizzini?s teaching assistant, he 
would ask me things like, ?What 
should we do for our 
tournaments?? or ?Should we do 
home or away games? And if so, 
should we take a bus or will we 
have the students drive there?? So 
I got to make some fun decisions 
with that group. I didn?t do much, 
but I was there. I was one of the 
first of that group,? said Gabby 
Tucci.

     ?Another thing that was really 
cool was in freshman year, the 
marching band placed second in 
nationals and we had the best 
color guard in the nation through 
that specific circuit, so that was 
really cool,? said Caroline 
Czerpak. 

     ?Some of my best high school 
memories come from doing 
performances. I had done the 
Coffee House once over my high 
school career, but I wish I had 
done it more because it was really 
interesting and fun. It was cool to 
do an unplugged performance,? 

said senior Daniel Taylor.

     Students not only felt this 
sense of accomplishment outside 
of the classroom, but in it as well. 
Avon Grove offers a variety of 
classes across many subjects, so 
each student has a few favorites 
they look back on fondly. 

     ?Well, the English classes are 
always great, because it?s really 
easy to talk there, because it?s 
topics and debates, and it?s really 
easy to share your own opinion 
and have fun with it. It?s where I 
feel the most comfortable talking, 
so that was a lot of fun,? said 
Meridith Moulder.

     ?I love ceramics. I also love 
drawing, and painting, and Adobe 
Illustrator, and game design, of 
course, that was an interesting 
class. I got to learn how to code, 
and how to make a couple games, 
so that was fun. Ceramics, even 
though it?s not in person, I still 
have a lot of freedom for creativity, 
and to do whatever I want. There?s 
people who just really want to be 
creative, but don?t really have the 
tools to do that, but art class really 
helps solve that problem for 
people,? said Gabby Tucci.

     ?I have a general interest in 
computer science. I liked the 
creativity and problem solving,? 
said Brittany Barnes.

     ?I think one of my favorite 
classes was Housing and Design 
with Ms. Reynolds, because not 
only was it good because I have 
interest in architecture and interior 
design, but also goes through the 
steps of how to rent an apartment 
or house, what different mortgages 
are, what to look for when you?re 
looking for houses, like electrical 
and plumbing wise, and I actually 
still have all the papers from that 
class for when I?m going to rent or 
buy an apartment when I?m older, 
because it was all super useful 
real life information, and it was 
fun,? said  Caroline Czerpak.

     When thinking about what Avon 
Grove could have improved upon, 
and how their experience could 
have been better, they all agreed 
the solution was in the works. 
Avon Gorve?s main fault is its 
building, which is why each of 
these students felt positively about 
the construction of the new school.

     ?The worst thing that comes to 
mind when you think about Avon 
Grove, the clubs are great, the 
teachers are great, the 
administration is super nice, but 
the one thing that is not the 
greatest is the actual school 
building. You can learn in it, but it 
could be a lot better, and thankfully 
that is going to be remedied, which 
is great for these future classes,? 

said Caroline Czerpak.

    The seniors also have some 
advice for the underclassmen and 
incoming freshman. 

      ?The main thing I?d say is don?t 
stress. You go into high school like 
?Oh my gosh, it?s so much bigger, 
there are so many kids that are 
older than me.' When you?re a 
freshman, you?re looking at the 
seniors, and there?s a three year 
age difference, and that?s pretty 
intimidating, but they don?t really 
see it that way. Just go about your 
business, don?t stress about it, and 
if you need help, ask for it. 
Whether it?s a teacher or another 
peer, or an upperclassmen, mostly 
anyone will be willing to help you, 
so there?s really no need to stress 
out about things. 

     "There?s a lot of volunteer and 
charity work that also looks good 
on college applications whenever 
you?re prepared for that. You don?t 
want to sit at home, because 
you?re going to drive yourself 
insane if you only focus on school 
work. You should get out there, 
join a club, and make new friends. 
As cheesy as it sounds, it works.? 
said Caroline Czerpak.

     ?I would say challenge yourself 
with more difficult classes and 
subjects that interest you, and try 
a lot of activities,? said Brittany 

Barnes.

     ?Don?t rush yourself into trying 
to figure out what you want to do 
in life.  Don?t kill yourself over the 
next upcoming grade. You?re going 
to live, even if you fail at 
something. So don?t think you?re 
going to die if you fail a test or 
miss the due date on a project. 
You will be okay, and you just 
need to keep going,? said Daniel 
Taylor.

     As they prepare for new 
students to enter the school, they 
also prepare to leave. New people 
will make memories in the same 
way they have reflected on theirs 
here. Paths before them unravel at 
the same time they look back on 
the paths of their past. 

     They think back onto what they 
will miss most when they?re gone, 
and their answers are pretty 
unanimous.

     ?I?m going to miss my friends a 
lot, because I made a bunch of 
great friends at Avon Grove. I'll 
definitely miss the activities. Avon 
Grove always had great activities 
available. Even during COVID, 
they did try. There was a club for 
everything. It was so fun. It was a 
really enjoyable experience. Of 
course there are a lot of teachers 
that made an impact on me, so I?m 
going to miss them,? said Meridith 

Moulder.

     ?I?m definitely going to  miss my 
friends. All of them are heading off 
into different directions, and I?m 
not ready to let go yet,? said Daniel 
Taylor.

      ?I?ll definitely miss my 
teachers, because they really 
helped me grow as a person, and 
they helped me learn, and I love 
them. Avon Grove is a great 
school. It?s not perfect, but it?s 
home,? said Gabby Tucci.

      ?I?m going to miss my friends, 
as cheesy as it sounds, because 
everyone is going to different 
colleges, and now in the age of 
social media it?s a lot easier to stay 
connected, but it?s not going to be 
the same as seeing them every 
day when you go in in the morning 
and sit at the lunch table as you 
wait to go to class,? said Caroline 
Czerpak.

     Across all their answers, all the 
reflections, and all their thoughts, it 
seems that Avon Grove?s main 
strength lies in the people. Every 
student mentions the friendships 
they had made, and talked of 
teachers that had impacted them, 
as well as the clubs where they 
made their homes.    

From  gaga ball t o paint ing, m usic t o clubs, seniors ref lect  on t heir  f r iendships and m om ent s
By

Nat alie Kelm elis
Senior Editor



Final units, missing assignments, AP 
exams; students are cranking out their last 
drops of motivation to finish this long school 
year - and it?s leading to burnout.

     All over social media, students are 
posting about how little motivation they 
have left, how stressed they are, how much 
effort it takes just to pay attention during a 
Zoom lesson. This year feels endless, 
especially for the kids who have been online 
for classes the entire year. 

     Something that could be affecting 
everyone during this time of year, maybe 
even for the past several months, is 
burnout. 

     Burnout is a state of mental and physical 
exhaustion caused by stress over a long 
period of time, according to HelpGuide.org. 

     Youth mental health has shown to be 
worse since the beginning of this year. Now, 
9.7% of children under the age of 18 are 
reported to have severe depression in 

comparison to the 9.2% last year, according 
to Mental Health America. 

     At the end of the first marking period, 
students had a mixed reaction to how 
school was being handled online in 
comparison to their experience last year at 
the beginning of the pandemic. Now, it 
seems that mentally, school has become 
even more exhausting.

     NBC News has come across studies that 
show that students learning online have had 
an extreme spike in anxiety and depression, 
and they appear to be learning less than 
their peers that chose to come back to 
school in-person. 56.4% of students 
reported that their stress levels have 
increased during online school. 

     With a combination of nearing the last 
day of school and worsening mental health 
during the pandemic, it makes sense why 
there?s such a lack of motivation among 
students. 

     On top of the increased stress that has 
been affecting all students, in-person or 
online during the pandemic, research shows 
that online students have been doing an 

average of 90 minutes more homework 
than in-person students, according to 
NBC.

     Students having their eyes glued to a 
screen constantly is harmful to both their 
physical and mental health. That excess 
time online leaves so little time for 
students to spend time on things that 
they enjoy. 

     At the beginning of the pandemic, 
there was so much time to pick up a new 
hobby, but now there?s the opposite. 

     Feeling frustrated is natural. This 
school year has been chaotic, 
challenging, and long. Being caught up 
in assignments is very exhausting, and 
that should be recognized. Over the past 
year, it?s been almost forgotten that this 
pandemic isn?t a normal time, and 
pretending that it is makes everything 
much more difficult for students.

     It doesn?t seem that there will be a 
change from now until the last day of 
school, June 15, so for now, what 
students should focus on is taking any free 
time to relax. 

     There?s just a few weeks left to push 
through.

By
Anna Ashcraf t

Column

Last year the movie industry took a hit. 
Around the world, cinemas and movie 
theaters have been closed, festivals have 
been cancelled or postponed, and film 
releases have been moved to future dates 
or delayed indefinitely.

     Ticket sales decreased by 80%, with the 
box office only making $2.28 billion, 
compared to $11.4 billion in 2019, according 
to CNN. 

     The Eight Hundred, the highest grossing 
film of 2020, earned only $468 million 
worldwide. This is the first time since 2007 
that the top-grossing film of a given year 
had earned less than $1 billion, according to 
Forbes. 

     Due to movie theaters closing, streaming 
has seen a significant increase in popularity, 
according to Time.

     Just a few years ago the idea that 
blockbuster movies such as In The Heights 
and Black Widow would hit steaming 
services and theaters at the same time 
would be unthinkable. 

     According to USA Today, worldwide 
viewing time grew 44% in the last three 
months of 2020, compared with the same 
period a year ago.

     During the pandemic, the limited amount 
of movies that came out were streamed on 
sites such as HBO Max and Disney +.  
Subscribers paid an extra fee to watch.

     But, movies are back, well, partially. With 
more and more people getting vaccinated, 
movie theaters are re-opening.

     From a new Fast and Furious installment 

to an origin story for Cruella, here are the 
most anticipated films through the end of 
August.

     Cruella (May 28): Amidst the era of 
antihero, with Margot Robbie as Harley 
Quinn and Angelina Jolie as Maleficent, 
comes Cruella played by Emma Stone. Set 
during 1970s punk rock London, this film 
follows Estella, a young fashion designer 
who is determined to make a name for 
herself, and eventually develops an 
unhealthy obsession with dalmatian furs. 
Emma Thompson co-stars as Cruella?s 
boss. 

     Quiet Place Part II (May 
28): Amidst every heavy 
horror film set to release this 
summer there is A Quiet 
Place Part II, written and 
directed by John Krasinski. A 
Quiet Place (2018) was the 
story of a family surviving a 
post-apocalyptic work run by 
monsters with good hearing. 
This movie will explore both 
the beasts and the aftermath 
of the tragic events of the first 
film. Krasinski's wife, Emily 
Blunt is joined by Cillian 
Murphy. This film will only be 
released to theaters. 

     In the Heights (June 11): In 
2008, Lin-Manuel Mirada 
wrote In the Heights, a 
musical inspired by the 
multicultural working class 
neighborhood in New York 
City. This Tony-winning 
musical mixes rap, salsa, and 
much more to tell a story of 

immigration, cultural gaps, gentrification and 
romance. Directed by Jon M. Chu (Crazy 
Rich Asians) and starring Anthony Ramos, 
the movie hits theaters and HBO Max 
simultaneously. 

     Black Widow (July 9): Natasha 
Romanoff, is given to the KGB, which 
grooms her to become its ultimate spy. 
Scarlett Johansson reprises her role as 
Black Widow for an origin story directed by 
Cate Shortland that casts Florence Pugh, 
Rachel Weisz and David Harbour as the 
superhero?s equally lethal ?family.? Set after 
the events of Captain America: Civil War, 

this is the first installment in Phase Four of 
the Marvel Cinematic Universe. 

     The Green Knight (July 30): Written and 
directed by David Lowery, he adapts the 
classic medieval legend of King Arthur?s 
nephew, with Dev Patel starring as Sir 
Gawin. The A24 film is filled with 
beheadings, daring quests, chivalric 
romances, and plenty of chain-mail.

     The Suicide Squad (August 6): The DC 
universe continued this summer with The 
Suicide Squad, not the be confused with 
2016?s Suicide Squad. Directed by James 
Gunn, who is also known by Marvel fans for 
directing the Guardians of the Galaxy films, 
this completely new squad of super villains 
is enlisted to save the world. Say hello to 
Idris Elba?s Bloodsport, John Cena?s 
Peacekeeper and Sylvester Stallone voicing 
King Shark. And fans will surely rejoice at 
the return of Margot Robbie, once again 
playing the devilish and delightful Harley 
Quinn. 

     Coda (August 13): This coming-of-age 
follows a teenager (Emilia Jones) torn 
between musical aspirations and a devotion 
to helping her deaf family. 

     Beatles: Get Back (August 27): When 
the Beatles recorded songs for the album 
that would become Let It Be in January 
1969, they were on the precipice of 
collapse; an accompanying 1970 
documentary film revealed clashes between 
bandmates that would eventually boil over 
into differences. But those sessions still 
resulted in the creation of enduring classics 
like ?The Long and Winding Road,? and 
?Get Back."

By
Naom i Par t r idge

Editor

Com ing t o t heat ers t h is sum m er ... people!

St udy shows t hat  over  half  of  online st udent s 
exper ience increased st ress
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Upcoming 
Events 

June 5
COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic

June 10
Senior Prom

June 11
Graduation
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The bell rings and hundreds of students scatter out of their 
classrooms. The hallways are packed with students heading 
to their next period. Center court is packed with students 
and in the middle, freshmen try to play off the fact that they 
are lost. 

     Before this school year, Avon Grove High School used a 
hybrid schedule. On days 1-4 you had different classes at 
different times. Some days you didn?t have certain periods. 
Days 5 and 6 you had half of the classes for longer periods.

     This year, the high school took days 5 and 6 and made 
them the schedule for the whole year. AGHS principal 
Mr.Deshong has said that we will be continuing this block 
schedule for the 2021-22 school year. 

     But is this something that should stay for the long run? 

     As a freshman last year, walking into a large high school 
was nerve-racking. Trying to memorize my schedule was 
challenging, especially since it was constantly changing. 

     I remember PowerSchool was my most used app 
because it was pulled up so often. It definitely didn?t help 
that I couldn?t remember where any of the classes were. 
And by the time I got the hang of it, the school shut 
down. 

     This year, the freshmen, especially those in the 
building, had less of a challenge. There were fewer 
classes to memorize on each day. And they only 
had to remember two days worth of the schedule. 

     Compared to last year, I feel like we are able to 
get more done on block days. Having longer 
classes means more can be completed in that 
window of time.

     In English, I feel like our discussions are more 
in-depth because we are given more time to talk. In 
math, I am able to have a better understanding 
because we go over extra examples that would 
normally be skipped over. 

     I don?t constantly look up to see how close the bell is to 
ringing when I take tests. I don?t have to cram in any last 
notes before heading off to my next class. 

     Everything is just calmer. 

     But it?s dragging to be on Zoom for three 81-minute 
periods in a row. Other students have arguably better 
schedules because they don?t have three classes in a row. 

     Those who have study hall first period can sleep in for an 
extra hour before school. And if they have it as the last class 
of the day, they can get out early. 

     Those who have it in the middle of the day are in a bit of 
a predicament. Yes, they have time off before their next 
class, but with 81 minutes of free time, there?s only so much 
Tik Tok they can scroll through. 

     The ?Lunch and Learn? periods have been a positive 
addition to the school. Being at home, I enjoy the extended 
lunch period. Any time left over can be used to do 

homework and catch up on 
other assignments. 

     ?I would use that time to 
study for AP exams and get 
ahead on work,? said 
sophomore Alexa Kelleher. 

     Many teachers use the 
?Learn? period as their office 
hours where students can 
receive extra help. Because I 
am at home I can reach out 
for help at any point during 
this ?Lunch and Learn? 
window. 

     However this doesn?t alway 
benefit students in the 
building. 

     ?It is inconvenient in some 
areas because not all 
teachers have the same help 
period as we do. I would go in 
for math help occasionally but 
my math teacher?s help period is 
my lunch period,? said Kelleher. 
?So I would have to go get help 

before first period which did not give a lot of time.?  

     From a teacher?s point of view, block days have many 
advantages. 

     ?From a planning perspective, block days allow for a 
more natural progression of learning,? said English teacher 
Mr. Pizzini. ?After a focus lesson and some guided practice, 
I?m usually able to check-in with each individual student and 
offer some extra help where it's needed.?

     ?When snow days and other scheduling concerns arise, 
the block day schedule is far easier to modify and adapt 
than the 6 day rotating schedule of years past,? said Mr. 
Pizzini. 

     My biggest dislike of the schedule comes from my role 
as a student-athlete. 

     I have chemistry period 8, so on certain weeks I will have 
class Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. As a volleyball 
player and the manager of the baseball team, I go to away 
games with both teams. And they play on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays. 

     If these schedules line up, then I am in a situation where 
I have to miss chemistry for possibly 3 class periods in a 
row. Last year, with the cycle schedule, I was able to miss 
one period of different classes instead of multiple in a single 
class.   

     On other weeks, when period 7 lines up to be on 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, there?s no problem 
because that?s my study hall. But for other students this isn?t 
the case. 

     While the block day schedule is beneficial in multiple 
ways, this is it?s biggest downfall because it hurts students 
who play fall, winter, and/or spring sports. 

     Sometime next year, the administration will be gathering 
student feedback to determine what the 2022-2023 school 
year will look like. So the question students need to start 
thinking about is: 

     To block or not to block? 

The hybrid schedule (above) used a combination of approximately 50-minute and 
90-minute class periods that rotated across six days, whereas the block schedule (below) 
uses 81-minute classes that alternates between two  days.  The Intervention/Enrichment 
period was provided on days 1-4 in the hybrid schedule and the current schedule utilizes a 
"Lunch and Learn" segment daily.

By
Gaby Bellaver

Staff Writer

To block  or  not  t o block? 
O PI N IO N Opinion content expresses the singular view of the writer.  The Devil's 

Herald invites letters to the editor.  Please email Mr. Gregory at 
rgregory@avongrove.org.

Block scheduling has pros and cons, what will happen in the future?

 

New s Briefs  
Cat  surv ives jum p out  of  f ive-st or y  bu i lding
In Chicago, Illinois, a cat leaped to safety from a burning 5-story apartment building. As 
firefighters were extinguishing the flames, the black cat jumped from a broken window into grass 
outside of the building. It immediately ran to take shelter under a nearby car, and there were no 
injuries detected by the fire crew according to the Associated Press. Onlookers were shocked at 
the cat?s safe landing. 
-By Anna Ashcraft

Russia plans t o shoot  m ovie in space
According to CNN, Russia is planning to send an actor and director to space to be the first country to 
ever shoot a movie there. This will be in competition with the US, who also have plans to film an 
upcoming movie in space. The film will be about a doctor who must operate on someone in space due 
to circumstances that prevent them from returning to Earth. Both the actress and director chosen are 
already well known in Russia?s film industry. Before taking on this mission, both actor and director 
must go through rigorous training to be prepared.

-By Natalie Kelmelis 

8-year -old helps hom eless
Zohaib Begg, an 8-year-old, helped give to the homeless in the state of Virginia. The third grader 

reached 1,000 people in need during Global Youth Service Day, according to CBS. Begg made litt le 
kits to give to the families in hopes to bring them comfort. Begg is also connecting with Trader 
Joe?s, Wegmans, and Chick-fil-A to continue to share his kindness with the world.  

- By Jackson Morris
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