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NEED A NEW FRIEND?

For nearly a year now, students 
have grown accustomed to re-
mote learning. Class has been 
streamed to students’ houses 
so that everyone can keep up 
in school while safe in their own 
homes. Starting in January, how-
ever, Avon Grove started allowing 
hybrid students into the school for 
class. 
     Students that participate in 
hybrid are sorted into one of two 
cohorts, depending on last name. 
The two cohorts go to school on 
different days so that there are 
never too many students in the 
building at once. 
     Hybrid learning gives students 
the ability to experience the nor-
malcy of learning in a classroom 
and interacting with their teachers. 
This can be helpful for students 
who struggle paying attention in 
Zoom classes and students who 
just miss the school environment.
     Another benefit to the hybrid 
learning option is that it helps 
eliminate one of the biggest dis-
tractions that students face at 
home, their phone. Many students 
struggle to pay attention when 
they can just as easily be on their 
mobile device during class, which 
is one reason why some students 
have opted into the hybrid sched-

ule. 
    Students can benefit from the 
ability to stretch their legs from 
switching classes, and from the 
opportunity to have more social 
interaction. 
     One student, senior Katey 
Boggetta, who is currently doing 
hybrid, suggests the option “for 
those who have trouble focusing, 
or for those who are tactile learn-
ers.”
     “It’s getting me as close to a 
normal senior year as possible,” 
she said. Boggetta also added 
that “it’s just nice being in a famil-
iar environment.”
     Senior Claire Stearn feels that 
the hybrid schedule has helped 
her tremendously with her work. 
“It helps me focus a lot more. 
Once you’re there, you’re there.”
     For students struggling with 
their focus and grades, the hybrid 
schedule is a great option.
     “Being in a classroom helps me 
focus a lot more than if I were at 
home listening through my com-
puter,” said sophomore Jayden 
London.
     While students are in a class-
room they can see major differ-
ences since there are less people 
and the Zoom calls are being pro-
jected in front of the classroom. 
     Having lunch in the cafeteria 
is also a different experience be-
cause instead of lunch tables, 
there are desks.
     “I would encourage others to 
do what feels best for them,” said 
Stearn.
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AG students serve at animal shelters like the LaMancha Animal Rescue in Coatesville.  Story on page 3.
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As the CDC comes out with new mask recommendations, people 
are still using masks to express their individuality

Despite a steady decline in coro-
navirus cases and continued suc-
cess with COVID-19 vaccines, it’s 
looking likely we will still be wear-
ing masks for some time to come.
     It’s been one year since scien-
tists first identified COVID-19, and 
now scientists around the globe 
have documented thousands of 
mutated versions of the coronavi-
rus, called variants or strains. 
      Several of these variants, in 
the United Kingdom, South Afri-
ca, and Nigeria, are being closely 
monitored by the CDC.
     The UK and South African 
strain, the two more prominent 
ones, are shown to spread more 
easily. This has led to the CDC 
recommending people to double 
masks in order to provide more 
protection. 
What is double masking? 
     On February 10, the CDC 
announced that wearing a cloth 
mask over a surgical mask offers 
more protection against coronavi-

rus. These findings were prompt-
ed due to the presence of new 
and more spreadable strains of 
COVID. 
     Researchers found that wear-
ing one mask, surgical or cloth, 
blocked about 40% of the par-
ticles coming toward the head 
that was breathing in. When a 
cloth mask was worn on top of a 
surgical mask, about 80% were 
blocked.
     This is a way that the CDC 
proved to be more effective for 
keeping a mask on snuggly. 
     The CDC also emphasized the 
fact that double masking can only 
be done with a cloth mask over 
a disposable mask. They recom-
mend not to layer two disposable 
masks as well as layering N94 
masks with anything else.
Gaiter masks are ineffective
     Face coverings have obviously 
become a vital part of everyone’s 
day, but many have questions 
about the efficacy of them. 
     In August, researchers at Duke 
University released a study on the 
effectiveness of various types of 

masks, including N95 respirators 
to bandanas. Of the 14 variations 
tested, the researchers found 
neck gaiters may be worse than 
not wearing a mask at all. 
    This experiment was conducted 
by testing the amount of particles 
that came out of a person’s mouth 
when they talked, according to 
The Washington Post. The N95 
respirator was the most effec-
tive and the least effective was 
the neck gaiter, which performed 
worse than the control with no 
mask. 
     A breathable neck gaiter, popu-
lar with athletes for its lightweight 
fabric, is made of a polyester 
spandex material. They are popu-
lar because there is little to no re-
striction of air, and this is the rea-
son why they’re not doing much of 
a job helping people.
     Other types of face coverings 
that may fall into that category 
are bandanas and knitted masks, 
the study found, as well as N95 
masks with an exhalation valve.
     The CDC has also recom-
mended not to wear coverings 

that have valves or vents because 
they do not prevent the person 
wearing the mask from transmit-
ting COVID-19.
How to care for your mask
     In the past year of coronavirus, 
the CDC has conducted a lot of 
research in regards to masks. Re-
cently they have begun to stress 
the importance of how to care for 
masks. 
     Cloth masks should be washed 
after every time going out with 
warm water or soap. They can 
be hand washed or washed in a 
washing machine, then either air 
dried or dried in a dryer. 
     Surgical masks and N95 res-
pirator masks should not be used 
more than once, although this is 
difficult due to the shortages of 
them. They are designed for one 
use only. 
Mask fashion
     Fashion is a way of taking 
wardrobe essentials and turning 
them into unique accessories. It’s 
no surprise that the face covering 
has been embraced into part of 
everyone’s everyday wardrobe. 

     By choosing the right print or 
style of mask, people can use 
masks as a form of self-expres-
sion.
    Almost every clothing brand 
is making face masks now: Vera 
Bradley, Urban Outfitters, Under 
Armor, and Levi’s. Buying face 
coverings is also a good way to 
support small businesses on Esty 
and local shops. 
     Masks should be worn at all 
times; they protect the wearer as 
well as everyone around them. 
   Masks are a simple barrier to 
help prevent your respiratory 
droplets from reaching others, ac-
cording to the CDC. Studies show 
that masks reduce the spray of 
droplets when worn over the nose 
and mouth.
     As more time passes in the 
midst of a pandemic, more and 
more research is done in order to 
ensure that more people stay safe 
while trying to stop the spread of 
COVID-19.



AG Life
Friday, February 26, 2021 PAGE 2

Med Club brings 
new 
opportunities for 
students

Hybrid:  Daily 
routine is 
different

CLUBS

PANDEMIC

By
Jackson Morris

Staff Writer

By
Gaby Bellaver

Staff Writer

The show must go on!
“Little Shop of Horrors” coming to the 
Avon Grove stage this spring

MUSICAL

All readers can agree that almost 
a year ago, life as we know it 
flipped on its head. Avon Grove 
High School was shut down, 
along with all clubs and extracur-
ricular activities. 
     Like many activities, the spring 
musical was shut down, cancel-
ling the planned production of 
Footloose. 
     Now, almost a year later, hope 
rises for the theatre community 
at AGHS with the announcement 
that the spring musical will have a 
performance this year. 
    Obviously, this year’s musical, 
like so many things, will look dif-
ferent from the normal production 
that many are used to. 
       “Some things will look differ-
ent this year, like only having one 
prop per person, masks, and so-
cial distancing while performing,” 
said Mrs. Stephanie Judge, play 
director. 
     Other differences to previous 
performances included that this 
year’s show will be double cast, to 
help maintain social distance and 
follow CDC guidelines. 
    “Double-casting means that 
there will be two people playing 
the same role. This helps keep 

the number of people 
performing at a time 
lower, and will make 
practicing social dis-
tancing easier,” said 
Judge. 
     Even with all of these 
different things, parts of 
this year’s performance 
will remind us of nor-
mality, like stage crew 
switching scenery and 
a pit orchestra for the 
music of the show. 
     While some things 
are still up in the air, like 
audience numbers for 
a theatrical live audi-
ence, or how callbacks 
will work for auditions, 
it was obvious that all 
44 Zoom call attendees 
were ready and willing 
to do whatever was 
necessary to make this 
show happen. 
     The excitement was 
also very visible for 
those who want to be-
come cast members, 
with the drama direc-
tors receiving  35 audition videos 
for this year’s performance, even 
with the fast turn around of three 
days from the interest meeting 
and the due date for auditions. 
     While it is still uncertain as 

to what the live performance will 
look like, the newly announced 
performances of Little Shop of 
Horrors will happen this spring at 
a time to be determined. 

In the midst of a global pandem-
ic, healthcare workers are need-
ed more than ever. Avon Grove’s 
new Med Club is preparing the 
next generation of doctors. 
    Over the summer, co-presi-

dents Kalli Albers and Mikaela Ca-
vanagh were doing research on 
medical schools and what it takes 
to get into them. Their research, 
along with secretary Corinne 
Cavanagh and communications 
officer Ella Perso, led them to 
found Avon Grove Med Club, so 
that students could increase their 

knowledge on medicine and pos-
sibly increase their chances of 
getting into a medical school. 
     “The medical field is difficult 
to get into. We want to help any-
one who wants to go into medical 
school have a better chance of 
getting in,” said Albers. 
     How will joining this club in-
crease a student’s chances? With 
connections. 
     “We want to provide students 
with as many contacts as we can 
including physical therapists, 
doctors, nurses, and other re-
sources,” Cavanagh said. These 
connections will make a college 
application stand out and show 
the student’s interest and determi-
nation to get into the medical field.
     The club wants to teach stu-
dents about the field as well as 
do volunteer work. They sent 
cards to the children at Saint Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital for 
Valentine’s Day. They hope to do 
more volunteer work in the up-

coming months. 
     The Med Club isn’t limited to 
human doctors. They are also 
working with different kennels for 
those who want to pursue animal 
science. 
     “We reached out to the local 
kennel, Vixen Hall, to see if we 
could do volunteer work there in 
the future. It’s been hard though. 
Because of COVID, we can’t go to 
offices in person,” said Cavanagh. 
     COVID has limited the club’s 
opportunities to talk to doctors 
and nurses face-to-face. Zoom 
has been their primary source of 
communication. 
     They have an upcoming meet-
ing with Caitlin Gardner, the direc-
tor of rehabilitation at Jennersville 
Hospital. Students can ask her 
questions about the field, what 
school was like, what she does 
in her job, etc. The girls hope to 
schedule more meetings in the 
future. 
     The club is currently meet-

ing every Thursday at 12:00pm. 
Those at home log on through 
Zoom. Students who are hybrid 
can join the Zoom meeting from 
their homeroom or go to Mrs. 
Nichols’ room (204). 
     When school goes back to nor-
mal, the girls hope to meet during 
the mornings.
     “We’re trying to find as many 
people who want to join. Even if 
you aren’t certain you want to 
join the medical field. Some of 
our members joined because it 
sounded cool and they wanted 
to learn more. Everyone is wel-
come,” said Cavanagh. 
     To find out more information or to 
join the club, follow the Instagram 
page @avon_grove_med_club  or 
use the code 9TZS-GPC5-27KVG 
to join the Schoology page.  

Students attending school for hy-
brid have a different perspective 
than those who remain learning 
from a distance at home. In-per-
son school offers the familiar ex-
perience of walking through the 
hallways and being surrounded 
by peers that have been impacted 
by the COVID-19 pandemic.  
Waking up
     Junior Lauren Miller wakes 
up at 5:40a.m., “I eat more than 
I usually would because we can’t 
eat in class and I have lunch at 
12:30p.m.,” she said. 
Commute to school
     Miller drives to school and she 
estimates that only three people 
go on her bus, and it would nor-
mally pick her up at 6:45a.m. 
Homeroom and first class
     There’s no homeroom in the 
morning, so she just goes to her 
first period class. “We’re sup-
posed to go straight to class but 
people usually walk around,” she 
explained. 
Class population
     “In my A.P. Chem. class there 
are two other students, which is 
my smallest class along with A.P. 
Euro., and my biggest class is 

trig., which has seven other kids,” 
according to Miller. Most classes 
in the school tend to be some-
where in between those amounts. 
Class Transitions
     Miller remarked that transitions 
are usually fine. The only time 
when it is more crowded is com-
ing out of lunch, as there are a 
combination of students from the 
auditorium and cafeteria. Some 
students also eat in the mini gym.
Homeroom
     For homeroom on most Fri-
days, she attends the UNICEF 
group. There is only one other 
girl in the class during the group 
meeting, along with the supervi-
sor, Madame Lawrenson.  
Lunch
     Lunch is spread out among 
various locations in the school, 
and Miller has it in the auditori-
um. “We are usually spaced out 
by three seats; we’re supposed to 
sit only at the blue tape marked 
seats,” she noted. 
End of the day 
     Contrary to what school was 
like before the pandemic, the 
school is not crowded after the 
final class is dismissed.  

By
Anna Ashcraft

Editor
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Texas attorney accidentally uses cat filter
In Richmond, Texas, attorney Rob Ponton appeared as a fluffy 
kitten in an online court hearing. Ponton said that he was using 
a 10-year-old Dell desktop computer that was likely in need of 
a software update, and the reason for the filter was the doing 
of his assistant’s young child. The video circulated the internet 
quickly, and Ponton remarked that he didn’t realize that it would 
be so popular. Ponton said that he was happy to bring a smile to 
people’s faces, according to the Associated Press. 
~By Anna Ashcraft

Sea Turtle, Inc. rescues over 2,500 seas turtles from icy 
water in Texas
Sea turtles in Texas have been put in danger by the freezing 
temperatures that the state has faced. According to CNN, Sea 
Turtle, Inc. has been rescuing these turtles from the unsafe 
water. Despite suffering from power outages, they have been 
housing the turtles in their hospital and rehabilitation centers. 
In order to keep the turtles safe, they needed to get the power 
back, which they were able to do thanks to the donation of a 
generator by SpaceX.
~By Natalie Kelmelis

Women’s rights activist released from Saudi prison
Loujain al-Hathloul, a Saudi women’s rights activist, was re-
leased after more than 2 years in prison. Hathloul, a prominent 
Saudi activist, was arrested in May of 2018 for what has been 
described by critics as politically-motivated charges.  Hathloul, 
31, is not yet off the hook, as she will be serving three years 
probation after he release on Wednesday, February 10. 
~By Jackson Morris

News Briefs

Students serve at animal shelters
COMMUNITY

By
Jaime Trautman

Staff Writer
Many animals have been adopt-
ed from shelters throughout the 
COVID-19 pandemic, but shelters 
still have dogs and other animals 
needing homes and everyday 
caretaking. Students from AGHS 
volunteer their time to help orga-
nizations take care of animals, 
primarily dogs.
     One student, Ian Bennett, has 
been volunteering at LaMancha 
Animal Rescue for eight months. 
LaMancha is a no kill rescue that 
is focused on rescuing and nurtur-
ing animals. 
     Bennett volunteers with his 
family because “we felt we weren’t 
doing enough for our community 

and we love animals.” 
     He and his family work primar-
ily with the dogs. They walk the 
dogs, change water bowls, feed 
the needy dogs extra meals, and 
clean out their kennels.  
     Since he has been volunteer-
ing under COVID-19 precautions, 
LaMancha makes volunteering 
safer by “taking extra precautions 
to clean the leashes after we use 
them and we practice social dis-
tancing with the other volunteers.”
     Another student, Amanda Phil-
lips, has been volunteering as 
well. She volunteers at Canine 
Partners for Life (CPL), and has 
been for three years. CPL is an 
organization that trains dogs to be 
service or companion dogs. 
     There are many different volun-

teering paths at CPL, and before 
COVID, she would help walk and 
bathe the service dogs in train-
ing. Now she is taking classes so 
she can foster a puppy for four 
months, to get it used to a home, 
public places, and to learn basic 
manners.
     Phillips enjoys volunteering at 
CPL because it is incredible to be 
involved with the training of ser-
vice dogs. “I get to see the prog-
ress of the dogs and know that 
they are going to hopefully make 
someone’s life way less stressful.” 
     Bennett and Phillips love vol-

unteering and want to keep doing 
it for a long time. 
     Bennett said his favorite thing 
about volunteering at LaMancha 
is “the excitement of the dogs 
when it is their turn to walk. It puts 
a smile on my face every time.”
     Phillips said she loves see-
ing how intelligent, yet loving the 
dogs are, and that it’s amazing 
how many commands they can 
perfect.
     These students have done so 
much to help the animals in shel-
ters and will continue to. If you 
want to volunteer or check out 

these organizations, you can visit 
their websites: 
LaMancha Animal Rescue: 
https://www.lamanchaanimalres-
cue.org/
Canine Partners for Life: 
https://k94life.org/ 

-Photo courtesy of Ian Bennett
Dogs can be rescued at the LaMancha animal shelter in Coatesville.

Canine Partners for Life and LaMancha provide temporary 
homes for orphaned animals


