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Local businesses sell 
unique gif t s

Since the first day Mrs. Shrake has worked 
at Avon Grove High School, she has advo-
cated for a future in the school?s computer 
science program Now, three years later, 
Mrs. Shrake is proud to announce the cre-
ation of the first- ever Computer Science 
Honors Society at AGHS. 

     Shrake grew up in and has lived in 
Maryland her entire life. After graduating 
Towson University with a major in business, 
Mrs. Shrake became a Certified Public Ac-
countant. While working as an accountant, 
Mrs. Shrake got a master?s degree from 
Loyola University. 

     After 20 years of accounting, Mrs. 
Shrake had a ringing in her ear. It seemed 
as if everyone she knew was telling her, 
?you seem more like a teacher.? From lead-
ing her son?s Cub Scout troop and creating 
her own Girl Scout troop, Mrs. Shrake knew 
that she loved to work with kids.  

     Pursuing these voices and her desire to 
become a teacher, Mrs. Shrake completed a 
second master's degree in secondary edu-
cation from the University of Phoenix. 

    Mrs. Shrake is now approaching nine 
years of being a teacher, with the last five 
years being in computer science. Before 
teaching computer science, Mrs. Shrake 
taught math, leadership, and business. 

     ?I just can?t imagine teaching anything 
else right now. I love computer science.? 

     Prior to working at Avon Grove, Mrs. 
Shrake worked at the Baltimore City 
Schools. 

     ?Working at Baltimore City Schools, there 
wasn?t a lot of funding for things. In my 
computer science program, I didn?t have any 
money to pay for things.?
     With no funding, Shrake relied on money 
for her program from grants. One grant she 
applied for allowed her to travel to Omaha, 
Nebraska for the Computer Science Teach-
ers Association (CSTA) Conference. 

     While searching for pictures on the Balti-
more CSTA website in order to apply for free 
drones for her students, Mrs. Shrake found 
something much better: a job posting for 
Avon Grove computer science. 

   "I am passionate about CSTA and what 
they do for students, teachers, and the 
community of the schools they help. CSTA 
is actually how I found my way to Avon 
Grove, which is another reason as to why I 
am passionate about their work.?

     In fact, Shrake?s passion for CSTA 
pushed her to create a branch of it in our 
community: CSTA Longwood. Shrake is the 
founding president of CSTA Longwood, and 
helps computer science in four counties. 

     Through creating CSTA Longwood, 
Shrake found out about a similar organiza-
tion: the Computer Science Honors Society. 

      ?Last year, in finding out about the Com-
puter Science Honors Society, I thought that 
this would be a really good thing for our stu-
dents up here, to not only grow equity in 
computer science but to also grow our stu-
dents in the program of computer science.? 

   It was a slow start, with two students in 
Shrake?s class being some of the first to 
help her create this society and moving up 
to five students in the spring interest meet-
ing. 

     Now, the Computer Science Honors So-
ciety is going strong with 29 members.

     On December 11, Avon Grove will be in-
ducting the first members of the first- ever 
Computer Science Honors Society.

   ?I am very excited that we are able to give 
that to the kids. Not only to grow themselves 
but for them to start growing computer sci-
ence in the district.? 

     The Computer Science Honors Society 
has big plans outside of the induction cere-
mony, including teaching classes how to 
code during Computer Science Week (the 
week of December 7), and the first- ever 
Family Coding Night, which was on Decem-
ber 12. 

    The Computer Science Honors Society 
has also already received tremendous sup-
port. It received grants from the Avon Grove 
Education Foundation and the CSTA Orga-
nization, totaling $500 and equipment for 
teaching computer science to all ages. 

     ?I feel that the Computer Science Honors 
Society will really grow the district. In my 
three years here at Avon Grove, I have 
watched the computer science program 
grow by leaps and bounds, and I am so ex-
cited to be part of that growth.?

By
Jackson Mor r is

Staff Writer

Friday, December 18, 2020

AGHS unveils Com put er  
Science Honors Societ y

AG LIFE

 The holidays are coming at us 
full speed, thus the shopping for 
gifts begins. Before going 
straight to Amazon, Target, or 
Walmart, what do local 
businesses have to offer? 

     In the area, there are plenty 
of small, locally owned stores 
with a large selection of gifts to 
give to friends and family this 
holiday season. West Grove, 
Oxford, Kennett Square, and 
others have many businesses 
that aren?t getting as much 
attention as corporate stores 
receive. 

     Especially because of the 
pandemic, locally owned 
businesses have to keep up 
more to companies with 
websites that people see as 
?reliable? with fast shipping. 
Many small businesses also 
have an online shopping option 
to consider, so the key is for 
those businesses to reach out to 
their community to captivate 
people who aren?t going out as 
much in towns, which can be difficult. 

     According to Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Sciences of the 
United States of America (PNAS), 
COVID-19 has left 40% of small business 
workers unemployed, proving that local 
stores are being hit hard with safety 
precautions in action. 

     Shopping locally will support more than 
just your family and friends this holiday 
season, but it also supports those who work 
for or own a small business. 

     According to the University of Alabama, 
increased shopping in small businesses 
allows them to be more innovative and 
create products that will be more 
personalized to what their frequent 
shoppers tend to buy. Becoming innovative 
gives local businesses a better competition 
with big businesses by offering products 
unique to their customers and making 
discounts for those who return to shop 
often. 

     It was also proven to boost the local 
economy and allow businesses in a specific 
area to boom. This also is a key source of 
income for small business owners, so 
supporting their company helps to keep 
themselves financially stable, Overall it?s a 
huge help to the community.

     The point was also made that the staff is 
more regular and available, so business 
owners will form relationships with their 
customers, and there?s quicker service in 
general. Small business owners tend to 
form bonds with their customers, so it?s a 
more pleasant experience than shopping 
from a larger business would be. 

     There are many small businesses in our 
area to purchase gifts from.

Rooted

Rooted is a local business established in 
New London. The gifts that it has to offer 
include stocking stuffers, local treats, home 
decorations, self-care products, cozy 
accessories, and face masks. 

Mrs. Robinson?s Tea Shop

Mrs. Robinson?s is a tea and gift shop 

located in Kennett Square. There?s a variety 
of types of tea and honey, the tea being 
completely customizable. The small gifts 
that they offer include mugs, tea pots, small 
candies, small bags, and other unique 
finds. 

Green Eyed Lady

Green Eyed Lady is a boutique specializing 
in feminine clothing and accessories in 
Kennett Square. Their selection includes 
blouses, cardigans, bags, jewelry, and 
much more. 

The Mushroom Cap

The Mushroom Cap is a shop in the 
mushroom capital of the world, Kennett 
Square. There you can find a variety of 
fresh mushrooms and unique gifts, 
including cook books and home 
accessories. 

Marche 

Marche is a home and lifestyle shop in 
Kennett Square. There?s a variety of 
categories of products that the store has to 
offer, including art, furniture, home decor, 
apparel, jewelry, and more. These unique 
items are sourced from around the world. 

The Growing Tree Toy Shop

The Growing Tree is a family owned 
business that has been opened since 1984, 
located in Kennett Square. The selection 
includes children?s books, toys, and other 
gifts.

Lola?s 

Lola?s is a locally owned boutique in Oxford. 
The shop offers women?s clothing ranging 
from sizes 0-24. Aside from clothing, their 
business sells small home accessories 
such as candles, dog clothing, self-care 
supplies, masks, and much more. 

Toot?s Sweets

Toot?s Sweets is a small candy shop 
located in Oxford. The shop offers a variety 
of prepackaged candy and customizable 
candy boxes. Their customizable boxes can 
include truffles and other fresh chocolates.

COMMUNITY

By
Anna Ashcraf t

Staff Writer

-Picture captured by Mrs. Shrake

CSHS members thank the Avon Grove Eductation Foundation for a grant.

     - Photo by Anna Ashcraft

Kennett Square has a lot of small businesses decorated 
for the holidays.

Computer science expected to 
grow



More than nine months into the 
COVID pandemic, the U.S. finds 
itself at a precarious point. With 
just a few weeks until the winter 
holidays, the idea of gathering 
the family to celebrate holds a lot 
more anxiety than it ever did 
before. 

     With the number of COVID 
cases in America still climbing 
and pandemic fatigue dragging 
on, there is a tension between 
staying safe and wanting to get 
back to normal. 

      These feelings may hit their 
peak during the upcoming 
holiday season, when most want 
to spend time with family and 
friends, as well as uphold long 
standing traditions. 

     This pandemic will not be 
over any time soon, so people 
are finding new ways to have an 
enjoyable holiday season with 
friends and family. 

     Because of the pandemic, 
Black Friday, one of America's 
most popular shopping days, 
was very different. More and 
more people shopped online for 
their holiday presents. According 
to CNBC, spending online on 
Black Friday surged nearly 22% 
because of COVID. 

     For the 2020 holiday season, 
the CDC is recommending small 
gatherings with friends and 
family. But to ensure the lowest 
risk for spread, the CDC 
suggests celebrating virtually or 
with members of your own 
household. 

     There are several factors that 
should be considered while 
planning holiday celebrations, 
according to the CDC. 

     High or increasing levels of 
COVID-19 cases in the gathering 
location, as well as in the areas 
where attendees are coming 
from, increase the risk of 
infection and spread among 
attendees. Family and friends 
should consider the number of 
COVID cases in their community 
and in the community where they 
plan to celebrate when deciding 
whether to host or attend a 
gathering. 

     Many people usually travel for 
the holidays, but airports, bus 
stations, train stations, gas 
stations and rest stops are all 
places travelers can be exposed 
to the virus. 

     According to CNN, 58% of 
people are not planning to travel 
this year for the holiday season.  
This has increased almost 10% 
from last year and is equivalent 
to 31 million fewer travelers. 

    The location, and duration of 
gatherings is very important 

when considering holiday 
celebrations. Indoor gatherings, 
especially with poor ventilation, 
pose a much greater risk than 
outdoor gatherings. The longer 
the gathering lasts, the more risk 
there is to spread COVID. 

          The CDC does not have a 
limit of a recommended amount 
of attendees for gathering, but 
the size of the gathering should 
be based on the ability for the 
attendees to stay and maintain 6 
feet apart, wear masks, and 
wash hands.  

     It is suggested to have 
gatherings outside as much as 
possible, but if that is not 
possible, the most important 
thing to do is to have a room with 
good ventilation in order to host 
holiday dinners and celebrations. 

     Since many families may 
gather for holiday dinners, the 
best way to hoast guests is to 
involve tactics in order to make it 
a little safer. 

     Creating seating 
arrangements to separate people 
by household, arranging your 
meals in advance, wearing 
masks when not eating and 
leaving out disinfectant wipes 
and hand sanitizer for guests is a 
good way to make the holidays 
safer. 

     The most important thing to 
keep in mind is that things will be 
greatly different this year.
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CDC suggest s fam il ies pivot  
t heir  holiday plans t h is year

By
Naom i Par t r idge

Senior Editor

     Planning for holiday 
get-togethers has become a 
conundrum. 

     Do we do a driveway gathering 
or drive-by? 

     Can we see grandparents 
through a window? 

     Is it worth driving 3 hours for 30 
minutes together? 

     If a family member?s co-worker 
tested positive, do we exclude that 
part of the family? 

     So many questions and no 
good answers.

     I?ve heard my parents say, ?We 
have to skip Christmas this year so 
we can have Christmas    next 
year.? So we?ll be visiting my 
grandparents from their patio, and 
we will sit outside and they will sit 
inside. 

     My other grandparents live in 
Virginia, so we might meet up 
halfway to exchange presents and 
see each other. 

     Lily Armstrong has said, ?I don?t 
know what my family is doing. It 
depends on what the cases are at 
that point. We?ll probably get 
together though, but not the whole 
family.? 

     She has a big family, lots of 
aunts, uncles, and cousins. ?We 
didn?t do anything for 
Thanksgiving, but I hope 
Christmas will be different.? 

     Sydney Scherrer, a student 
from a West Chester school, had a 
different approach. 

     ?We?re all getting tested 
[grandparents and immediate 
family], and then quarantining until 
Christmas so we can be together.? 

     This seems like a good idea, 
but it might be difficult to 
quarantine for weeks without being 
able to get groceries or food.  

     "My family is planning on 
getting together, but it?s all up in 
the air right now. I do want to 
safely volunteer to get food to 
people who need it though, but it 
depends on where the cases are 
during that point," said Amanda 
Phillips.

     Hopefully others want to help 
by volunteering because I?m sure 
the turnout this year will be very 
different from previous years.  

     This is going to be a fairly 
different holiday season. CDC 
guidelines right now say that it is 
better to gather in small groups, 
and to not share food like potluck 
style. They have all the guidelines 
on their website (www.cdc.gov), 
which might be helpful if anyone is 
planning on doing a family holiday. 

     Some of the main rules are that 
short gatherings are better and 
there should be less people at the 
gathering, because being exposed 
longer and to more people could 
pose more risk to contract 
COVID-19. 

     Whether or not you plan on 
gathering with family, this holiday 
season is going to be different. 

     I might create new traditions, 
such as putting on a silly play to lift 
spirits or doing fun crafts with 
family that live farther away over 
Zoom. 

     Hopefully next year everything 
will be safer and better! 

By
Jaim e Traut m an

Column

Fun and safe ideas for  celebrat ing t he holidays

It?s no secret that 2020?s 
pandemic has dramatically 
changed the way people have 
lived their lives. Through the year, 
people have had to change their 
annual rituals to better fit CDC 
guidelines so they could stay 
safe. The holiday season 
shouldn?t be any exception.

     Around December time there 
are plenty of holiday traditions 
people may hold, such as 
Christmas shopping at the mall, 
getting together with friends for 
gift exchange parties, or 
volunteering in various places. 
These may now be considered 
risky.

     Despite this 
deviation from the 
norm, there are still 
many activities that 
families can do in 
order to stay in the 
holiday spirit. 

     Of course, some 
holiday staples that 
families may already 
participate in are still 
entirely doable. 

      Baking cookies is 
a popular holiday 
activity that remains 
safe this year.

     This year, families might want 
to expand their boundaries and 
try new recipes to prepare for the 
holidays. It?s a fun and rewarding 
way to prepare, while also a way 
to test one?s creativity.

      Larger scale baking ideas for 
the holidays include learning to 
bake one?s own gingerbread 
house to decorate with the family, 
or learning to make hot cocoa 
bombs, a new popular treat, 
which, when dropped into hot 

water or milk, dissolve 
and turn the beverage 
into hot cocoa.

     During this time of 
year, many families 
partake in watching 
holiday movies 
together, which 
remains a great option 
in 2020. Families 
could add a few extras 
to their list this year to 
enjoy with their extra 
time inside this year.

     Families with 
children may want to 
look into holiday 

crafts, such as making 
homemade holiday cards, 
ornaments, advent calendars, and 
other holiday themed items. 
Parents can find all sorts of 
holiday crafts online for their 

children, like paper snowflakes, 
coloring pages, and making 
holiday decorations. 

     Another easy activity for 
families to do together is to drive 
around at night to admire the 
Christmas lights in the area. If you 
want a grander spectacle, you 
can check out the Herr?s  
Christmas Lights Display in 
Nottingham from the safety of 
your own car.

     The holiday season is one that 
should be full of joy and 
celebration. The unfortunate state 
of the world shouldn?t put a 
damper on the season, and 
everyone should find new and 
safer ways to celebrate, so that 
the month of December can 
continue to be the season of 
happiness it is often considered to 
be.

By
Nat alie Kelm elis

Senior Editor

HOLIDAYS IN A PANDEMIC
COVID creat es 
conundrum  for  
holiday season

Baking, crafts, and drive-thru light displays create lasting memories



?It just doesn?t feel the same 
without all the activities and 
experiences you get in a normal 
setting,? said junior Alexandra 
Miller. 

     Other juniors like Miller also 
have said that having school 
online changed many things in 
their lives.

     Whenever junior Naia Waters 
is playing volleyball, she finds less 
people talking together since they 
have to be socially distancing. On 
a normal basis she would usually 
see different friend groups 
laughing together or having 
conversations instead of those 
new experiences.

     Waters is also going through 
new experiences with Academic 
Competition, which is now online 
and with Tri-M because Tri-M 
meetings are quite different from 
before since their requirements 
have changed and performances 
are no longer allowed. 

     In band, Waters states that it?s 
more difficult in certain aspects 
and that the experience isn?t the 
same. Her school activities aren?t 
the only things that are different. 

     ?The school year is really 
different. Classes contain new 
challenges and require more 
individual effort. Also, it?s harder to 
talk and communicate with 
people,? said Waters.

     The amount of work has 
changed for Naia Waters because 
she is doing more work than 
before and that the content the 
teachers show is harder for her to 
retain.

     She misses being able to ask 
quick questions during class time 
as she describes, ?you can?t just 
turn and ask your friend for a 
question.? 

     Junior Edward Luna also faces 
struggles, ?From the beginning of 
this school year I have seen the 
whole situation as troublesome in 
which I don?t feel as motivated at 
times about assignments.? 

     However, he feels that since 
classes have started later, 
students are able to get more rest. 

Though a problem he encounters 
in classes would be that the 
students don?t interact with one 
another as often. 

     Luna also states that he has 
been bored at home since there 
are fewer social gatherings. 

     Junior Elizabeth Landon, who 
is a field hockey player and a 
wrestling manager, says that her 
school year feels lonely, ?The 
school year really shows us the 
difference between being behind 
a screen and being surrounded by 
friends.?

     Every time Landon is out 
playing field hockey she sees her 
teammates wearing masks, social 
distancing, and answering 
questionnaires. These three 
things are different from what they 
did before because they didn?t 
need to wear masks, they were 
allowed to talk in groups without 
worrying, and they didn?t have to 
answer questionnaires about their 
health.

     While Landon is managing the 
wrestling team, she observes that 
students get their temperatures 
taken, people wear masks, 
another questionnaire to answer, 
and there are no tournaments that 
have taken place. 

     ?Do you have your mask?? has 
replaced, ?do you have your 
equipment?,? she states.

     Not only did sports change for 
Landon, but family dinners and 
camping have also changed to 
where they have to social 
distance, as well as wearing 
masks everywhere she goes. 

     Landon thinks that being at 
home is more comfortable than 
sitting at a desk, since it?s a 
familiar environment where not 
many problems occur.

     Some problems Landon does 
have with virtual education is that 
her eyes get tired, Zoom calls and 
work gets long, and boredom sets 
in.  

     The major problem for Landon 
is not being able to socialize with 
other people, ?During these times 
with COVID, we can really see 
how socialization affects us 
human beings in many ways.?

     Richard Ocampo, a gregarious 
junior track and field athlete, 

perceives the school year as ?mad 
boring real quick.? 

     He thinks that some classes 
lost potential. Both photography 
classes have lost potential 
because they no longer supply 
you with a camera and the only 
pictures taken are of things in the 
student?s house. 

     Ceramics is also another class 
that lost potential because 
students don't get to use clay this 
time around.

     However, Ocampo enjoys 
exercising at home.

     Alexandra Miller, a junior 
basketball and volleyball athlete, 
feels like the school year has 
become dull, ?Talking to people 
can be awkward.  [There is] not as 
much interaction with teachers or 
students.? 

     Miller states that it is difficult 
wearing a mask the entire time 
while playing basketball or 
volleyball.

     Miller proclaims that not being 
able to talk to friends is odd, 
?Can?t talk to friends in person 
feels, means it feels odd without 
the social interaction,? however 
with the involvement of sports it 
seems to help make it seem less 
odd.

     Though she does not get to 
socialize as much, she is thankful 
for the opportunities to interact 
with others while playing sports.

     Without the normal Holiday 
Holla or Homecoming festivities, 
Miller describes the year as, ?not 
as exciting as usual,? but 
appreciates that the school is 
trying to include them to make the 
year a little more exciting.

     For junior Juan Soto, the 
school year can also be seen as, 
?very sad without social 
interaction.? 

     Physical education class is a 
different experience since it is 
now online and you have to 
record data that you actually 
exercised.  

     Throughout the four months of 
virtual learning during the 
2020-2021 school year, students 
have felt the need for social 
interaction and motivation.
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St udent s m iss socializat ion in 
online learning environm ent

PANDEMIC

 As it gets closer to winter break, 
many students are anticipating the 
holidays or just time to rest. 
Upperclassmen, however, will 
remember the Holiday Holla, a 
holiday tradition of AGHS similar 
to a talent show, in which students 
perform various acts of singing or 
other skits in front of the whole 
school in the gymnasium.

     A perfect way to close out the 
school week before break, 
students didn?t have to worry 
about classes and instead could 
sit with their friends in the 
bleachers and cheer on their 
peers. 

     With the delay of hybrid 
schooling, the Holiday Holla can?t 

be the same as years past. 
Bleachers packed with the entire 
school body can?t exactly follow 
pandemic guidelines, after all.

     Even if it can?t be in person, 
Ms. Mills and Mr. Mazzola are 
working hard to make the Holiday 
Holla a virtual event, keeping the 
tradition alive. Hopefully, students 
and staff alike will feel a sense of 
familiarity among new online 
routines, and rekindle a 
schoolwide identity.

     Information and teasers about 
the planned Holiday Holla have 
been issued throughout school 
newsletters, which staff and 
students receive in their school 
emails. Earlier in the year, emails 
regarding auditions for the acts in 
the Holla were sent out, and 
similar interest flyers followed.

    The 2020 Holiday Holla is going 
to be held on December 23, and 
details about tuning in will be 
posted closer to the event.

By
Salvador  Tor res Sanchez

Staff Writer

By
Kayla Connors

Holiday Holla t o br ing vir t ual 
cheer  for  all t o hear

AG LIFE

New s Briefs  
Pa. hom e harassed by black  vu l t ures 
In Marietta, Pennsylvania, located on the Susquehanna River, flocks of 
black vultures are roosting on the roofs of houses, seeking warmth. Their 
presence has caused property damage and general annoyance to the 
residents. Due to the cold weather, the birds are motivated to find a place 
to keep warm, such as porches and roofs, but they also have the tendency 
to peck at any outdoor furniture or garbage cans, causing more mess and 
destruction. People who have encountered this issue have been told to 
harass the birds back, banging on pots and pans to scare the vultures 
away, according to the Associated Press. 

By Anna Ashcraft

Bob Dylan sells over  600 songs t o 
Universal
According to CNN, famed singer/songwriter Bob Dylan has sold his entire 
catalog from his 60-year career to Universal Music Publishing Group. Over 
the decades, Dylan owned most of his own intellectual property, so this is a 
major shit for the musician. It?s estimated that he made over $300 million in 
the agreement. Music publishing has made a lot of money recently as 
artists sell their songs to make up for their lack of income that would 
typically come in from live performances this year. The Universal Music 
Publishing Group CEO voiced how honored he feels to now own the rights 
to the songs of ?one of the greatest songwriters of all time.?

By Natalie Kelmelis

Scene f rom  Elf com es t o l i fe when son 
f inds his dad
According to the Associated Press, Doug Henning wore a costume like 
Will Ferrell?s character in Elf while meeting his father for the first time at 
Boston?s Logan Airport. He even broke into the same song from the 2003 
movie, ?I?m here, with my dad. And we never met, and he wants me to sing 
him a song!? His father didn?t get the joke because he had never seen the 
movie. Hennning said he was raised by amazing adoptive parents, but he 
was excited when he met his cousins through ancestry.com that helped to 
put him in touch with his father. The two met on Zoom and Henning?s dad 
was able to fly to Boston for Thanksgiving. 

By Naomi  Partridge

UK f irst  t o dist r ibut e COVID-19 vaccine
United Kingdom healthcare providers are beginning to give the first doses 
of the COVID-19 vaccine, according to CNN. The vaccine was districtubed 
December 8 in England, Wales and Scotland. Only a limited number of 
doses can be moved since the vaccine has to be stored in minus 70 
degrees celsius and used within six hours after it has been taken out. UK 
officials are expected to have 4 million doses of the vaccine available by 
the end of December according to Saffron Cordery, deputy chief executive 
of NHS providers. 

By Salvador Torres-Sanchez

   Sports and activities have had 
to learn to adapt to many 
different circumstances, whether 
it be not having games or 
competitions or concerts, or 
having to change some rules to 
adapt to social distancing 
protocols. 

     Orchestra students must 
adapt to all the changes and 
challenges of  learning to play an 
instrument through a computer.

     ?Hard is a relative term. There 
is a different approach to 
performing together being virtual, 
but it's still possible,? said 
orchestra teacher, Mrs. Umile.

     ?Since Zoom has delays, we 
are not able to perform live 
together with everything lining 
up. However, we are able to play 
for each other live individually. 

     ?This helps us check to 
ensure our strings are in tune as 
well as check the accuracy of 
excerpts of our pieces as well as 

scales. Even though it's different, 
it's still possible! Especially when 
we turn our cameras on!? said 
Mrs. Umile.

     While orchestra students 
have faced their fair share of 
challenges, they are managing to 
work together on a concert using 
an online studio tool called 
Soundtrap to put on a virtual 
performance since they can not 
play together. 

     Hopefully soon enough, they 
can all be together again to 
perform.

     Another challenge that is 
coming will be hybrid learning. 

     ?When we go back to hybrid, 
it's important that all students, 
whether they are still at home 
virtually or hybrid, have an 
equitable experience. Students 
at home will feel like nothing has 
really changed. 

     ?Students coming into school, 
will need to follow the health and 
safety protocols while in school 
(socially distanced, masked, 
etc.). Otherwise, it will feel much 
the same,? said Mrs. Umile.

Orchest ra plays  
t hrough t he 
pandem ic

By
Maddie Reisinger

Staff Writer

AG LIFE
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