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St udent  volunt eers at  
local polit ical cam paign

327 phone calls. 200 aren?t an-
swered or are hang ups. 137 
houses visited? masked and dis-
tanced of course. 56 doors close 
on me or people are there but 
don?t even come to the door. This 
is the world of a campaigner.
     When I applied for a political 
campaign internship, I had no idea 
what was going to be expected of 
me. The job description, coupled 
with my preconceived notions of campaign 
work (admittedly from the movie, Definitely 
Maybe) gave me an incorrect picture of the 
job. 
     My job interview was relaxed and very 
low stress. My next step was getting ac-
customed to their internal communications 
system, Slack, and training.
     On my first day, just as I was pulling 
into the parking lot, one of the senior 
members texted me, telling me that some-
one?s roommate tested positive for the 
coronavirus. They were shutting the office 
down. That freaked me and my family out. 
While I did not go in for training, they 
trained us virtually.
     So I started phone banking the next 
day. Phone banking is when you call peo-
ple and talk to them about the candidate?s 
platform and ask if the person will be vot-
ing. It?s basically telemarketing, but for pol-
itics. I was given a list of about 100 names 
and had 4 hours to call them all.
     I?ve never been one to talk on the 
phone, and it was very difficult to get used 
to. I now have a new respect for telemar-
keters; it?s a very tiring job. 

     Most people wouldn?t even pick up, and 
if they did they were often very passive 
aggressive or just plain bizarre. Some of 
the things I heard were, ?I?m voting for 
anyone who isn?t a facist!? ?I?m from Vir-
ginia, I?m not involved in your politics.? ?Are 
you a robot or are you a real person??
     Once the office was safe to go back to, 
I immediately jumped at the chance to 
canvas. Going out and actually talking to 
voters in person seemed easier than on 

the phone. I thought it was going to be a 
grueling task, and I dreaded having to do 
it, but it?s actually super fun. Of course, 
that's when you?re with a partner. It?s just 
like hanging out with a friend, except you 
have to do work. 
     Most of the people volunteering are 
high school and college students. Every-
one is pretty passionate about our Ameri-
can politics; lots of them are planning to go 
to college for political science or are al-
ready studying it. 

     Our main job, as volunteers, is to 
GOTV, or Get Out The Vote.  We are 
paired up with one or two people. We all 
mask up and are driven and dropped off in 
a neighborhood, armed with pamphlets 
about our candidate. Then, we walk up to 
each house, knock, stand back at least 6 
feet and wait for someone to answer. 

     We go to any door regardless of party. 
Some people are nice and don?t give us a 
hard time. I?ve done this in the rain, in the 
dark, and in heat.
     It can be quite challenging on mental 
health, however, hearing people reject you 
over and over is not a good feeling. Most 
times when I come home after canvassing, 
my shoulders ache and all I want to do is 
sleep. I have so much more respect for 
people who do this as a job. 
     Throughout this internship, I have 
learned much more about how politics 
work, made amazing friends and more. It is 
difficult to work on a campaign, there?s a 
lot of hard work and stress. But in the end, 
it?s worth it.  

By
Jaim e Traut m an

Staff Writer

Friday, October 30, 2020

St udent s divided over  hybr id m odel schooling

As Avon Grove starts to take a 
hybrid approach to schooling 
(going to school two to three days 
a week while staying home the 
rest of the week) many students 
are thrilled to be back in the 
classroom while others wonder 
why they would want to leave the 
comfort of their homes and 
bedrooms to go back to school. 

      Students were also given the 
option of doing all online school 
(completely from home, not going 

into school with virtual lessons). 

     In a survey taken via 
Instagram, out of 52 Avon Grove 
middle and high school students, 
71% of students said they wanted 
to go hybrid, while only 29% said 
they wanted to stay online.

      After the survey was 
completed, two students that 
would like to start taking hybrid 
classes and two students that 
would like to keep taking online 
classes were asked for their 
reasons for why they wanted to do 
either hybrid or online. 

     Both of the students that 

wanted to take hybrid replied that 
even though they were somewhat 
enjoying online schooling, they 
were ready to get back into school 
for the social aspect of being with 
their classmates and teachers.

     ?It would be nice to get off 
Facetime and see my friends even 
if we have to stay six feet apart. 
It?s hard trying to ask questions 
and get any extra help over 
Zoom,? said freshman Abby Wolf. 

     When the online students were 
asked what their reasons were for 
staying home instead of hybrid 
one said that they were not quite 

comfortable going into school yet, 
while the other student concluded 
that their grades were significantly 
better than they were when they 
were in school.

     ?I'm not quite sure I'm ready to 
go back because there is no 
vaccine for the virus. My grades 
are so much better than they were 
when I was in person last year, 
why would I go back?? said 
freshman Emma Mariner. 

     Both online students also 
concluded that they liked the fact 
that they could sleep in nearly an 
hour more when they were online 

vs. hybrid schooling. 

      After one online student 
concluded that their grades were 
better than they had been in 
school, all of the other three 
students were asked if they had 
seen an improvement in their 
grades. Two out of three of those 
students also said that they saw 
an increase in their grade average 
in the online portion of their year 
while one student saw that most of 
their grades were the same or had 
decreased slightly from last year's 
average. 

Teachers adapt  under  
new circum st ances

PANDEMIC

2020 has drastically changed the way we 
have approached schooling by presenting 
educators with a unique situation no one 
could have properly prepared for.  As a 
result, this school year has become 
incredibly stressful for students, parents, and 
teachers alike.

     Virtual classes have dramatically shifted 
the way teachers approach teaching and 
students approach learning. They must 
navigate new softwares like Zoom and 
complete all work through Schoology, rather 
than turning in physical work like they?re used 
to. 

     Many teachers have had to rework their 
activities in order to make them online. Some 
lessons may not translate well to the digital 
format. This is especially true in science 
class where teachers may have to find 
alternatives to activities like labs.

     Teachers also need to pay special 
attention to how they organize their 
Schoology pages to make their assignments 
more accessible. Online organization is now 
more important than ever. 

     Educators are also facing challenges 
connecting with their students. While in the 
classroom, teachers are able to use students? 
body language in order to tell if they?re 
understanding the content, but over video 
calls, where even showing one?s face is 
optional, teachers can?t rely on physical cues 
from their students to set the pace of a 
lesson. 

     The lack of in-person interaction may be 
negatively affecting some aspects of 
student-teacher relationships, but it is also 
giving students new ways to interact with 
their teachers as well, by showing off parts of 
their life teachers may not otherwise be able 
to experience. 

     ?I am still building relationships with 
students, but in new ways I never thought I 
would. For example, a student introduced me 
to their pet chicken,? and I got to see another 
student's kitten! These are the interactions 
that make my day,? says Mrs. Waychunas, an 
Avon Grove High School social studies 
teacher. 

     During this time, students and teachers 
alike are feeling overwhelmed with work. For 
many students it?s hard to see what struggles 
are taking place on the other side of the 

screen.

     Teachers are also facing concerns with 
cheating and misinformation. With students 
mostly unmonitored, there isn?t a super 
reliable way for teachers to ensure the work 
they are receiving truly belongs to those 
submitting it. 

     It?s important for students to utilize the 
tools that they still have at their disposal to 
make the most out of this school year. 
Though it may feel like teachers have 
become inaccessible during this time, they 
are still there to help. 

     In Zoom, if students need to ask 
questions and can?t speak up at the time, 
they should use the chat box. This allows the 
teacher to see the question and get to it 
when they are able. If students have 
important questions or don?t understand a 
subject, they should email their teachers 
about it, and will find the help they need. 

     To help their teachers out, one thing 
students could do is turn their camera on. 
This helps teachers feel less alone, and 
increases a sense of normalcy for everyone. 

     It?s important to remember that everyone 
has been hit hard by this pandemic and may 
need the extra support.

By
Nat alie Kelm elis

 Senior Editor

PANDEMIC ELECTION 

     - Photo courtesy of Mrs. Waychunas

Mrs. Waychunas's setup for classes on Zoom.

By
Maddie Reisinger

Staff Writer
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 On and off the field, members of 
the Avon Grove girls soccer team 
faced an even larger enemy than 
a rival school: COVID-19.

      For the seniors on the team, 
putting on the jersey for the last 
time this season in the shadow of 
a global pandemic was certainly 
not how they imagined their 
senior season to go.

     ?Obviously, having my senior 
season during a global pandemic 
was less than ideal,? said Lizzy 
Harrison, one of five seniors on 
the team this year. 

      One major change from years 
previous this season for girls 
soccer was the spectators rule. 
Due to COVID-19, the stadium at 
Avon Grove can?t exactly be filled 
to the brim with spectators as it 
usually is. 

     ?It?s definitely a different 
feel with not as many fans 
being allowed inside our 
stadium. They help to create 
this energy that just pushed 
you to play harder and want to 
win even more. But still 
knowing that I have people 
that are watching and 
supporting me usually helps to 
give me that same desire,? 
said Harrison.

      Harrison and her 
teammates have certainly 
made the best of a unique 
situation.  

     ?I quickly learned that 
complaining or feeling sorry 
would get me nowhere. 
Instead--and I know my other 
fellow seniors did this as 
well--I focused on what                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
I could control: my attitude, my 
effort, and my reaction. The 
five of us worked so hard 
throughout the last eight months 
to ensure that we make the most 
of the season, no matter what it 
looked like.?

      Senior Karly Fanelli shared a 
similar message about optimism 
in this time of uncertainty. 

     ?What makes this season 
special is that everyone is aware 
that we never know when our last 
game will be, so we leave it all 
out there. We have done an 
amazing job adjusting to each 
circumstance as a team, and 
have controlled the things we can 
control.?

     While it would be easier to 
give up hope and not play this 

season, the 
Avon Grove 
girls soccer 
team has 
proven once 
again that 
they can beat 
the odds. As 
of October 27, the team is ranked 
13th in the district with a 5-1-1 
record.

       Now, one may wonder, what 
makes this team different from 
past teams?     

      ?This year's team is special 
because we are family. We play 
for each other and leave 
everything we have on the field 
each and every game and 
practice. We constantly are 
encouraging each other and 
making each other get better. 
There is not a single player who 
doesn?t want to work hard, and 
everyone shows up and puts the 
work in,? said Fanelli.  

       Harrison agrees, chiming in 

about the family forged through 
the unpredictable times that is the 
girls soccer team.

       ?The bond we share this year 
is so strong because we used 
that time of uncertainty and 
confusion to learn about one 
another and connect on a deeper 
level. We wanted to make sure 
that we weren't only teammates, 
but a family.?

     Senior Annika Francke 
appreciates the community that 
the team brings.

     ?Being a student-athlete at AG 
has given me a community within 
the school and something to be 
involved with. It surrounded me 
with a great group of people and 

I'm so grateful for that.?    

     Harrison and Fanelli also 
touched on the impact that being 
a student athlete had on their 
time at Avon Grove. 

     ?Being a student-athlete 
affected my time at AG 
tremendously. The soccer team 
has taught me so much and I 
have loved spending time with 
people that I would never have 
met if it wasn't for the team. The 
girls are some of the best people 
I have ever known and their hard 
work and dedication have always 
inspired me. So, I'm leaving this 
team with many great 
relationships and hopefully 
having made a difference in 
others as they have on me,? said 

Harrison. 

      ?Being a student 
athlete is an amazing 
thing. You have so many 
people supporting you in 
all aspects. Between all 
my teammates, my 
coaches, and every 
teacher and staff 
member. I have made so 
many friendships from 
being a student athlete 
over the past four years 
that I will never forget,? 
Fanelli remarked.  
       Girls soccer had their 
Senior Night on October 
19, and according to 
Francke and Harrison, it 
was nothing short of 
emotional. 

     ?Senior Night was 
bittersweet. It's cool to 
experience but kind of 
sad that we're leaving. 

Senior Night is kind of a moment 
everyone on the team looks 
forward to, and it's cool to be 
honored like that,? said Francke. 

     ?And although to think about 
not playing with them anymore is 
devastating, I was more struck by 
the fact that for the last four 
years, AG girls soccer has been a 
huge part of my life and they?ve 
all been like a second family to 
me. I had worked so hard for that 
moment and to have everyone 
there while I walked down the 
field was such an amazing 
feeling. I couldn?t be more 
thankful for everyone who was 
there that night,? said Harrison. 

By
Jackson Mor r is

Staff Writer
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Five seconds at  a 
t im e

- Photo courtesy of Megan Mills

Senior Karly Fanelli fights for the ball against Coatesville 
on October 19.  The Lady Devils won their Senior Night 
match 6-0.

Head Coach Joe Coffey knows 
what it is like to climb the 
proverbial ladder and he hopes 
his football team will do the 
same.  Mr. Coffey was named 
the sixth coach in Avon Grove 
football history earlier this year.

     Coach Coffey started his 
coaching and teaching career 
right out of college in August 
2008. He began teaching in Bel 
Air, Maryland at Bel Air High 
School and was an assistant 
football coach.

     During the summer of 2010, 
Coffey began to look for 
coaching jobs closer to home 
considering he grew up in West 
Grove. He ended up finding a job 
as a special education math 
teacher at Appoquinimink High 
School in Middletown, Del.   

     He was hired late so he got 
the job as the film coordinator. 
He would record the games, take 
them home and make cutups of 
the offense, defense, and special 
teams.

     That summer, 
Coffey was hired 
as the wide 
receivers and 
defensive back 
coach at 
Interboro School 
High School. He 
spent time there 
under Head 
Coach John 
Lennox from 
2011-2016, who 
he says he 
learned a lot 
from while 
coaching there. 

     ?Interboro was 
a special place 
for me. It was the 
first time I lived 
in the 
community where I taught and 
really learned the value of being 
completely all in with the 
players, the school, and the 
community.?

     Coffey found success at 
Interboro, winning the District 1 
tit le in 2012 and also the 
Delaware Valley League 
Championship in 2016. 

     Coach Coffey mentioned how 
his past opened his perspective 
on being a football coach, 
?Looking back, this is where I 
realized how much time and 
effort truly goes into being a 
head football coach.?

     Coffey was able to secure a 
teaching job at Avon Grove in 
August 2017 and went back to 
being the film coordinator under 
Head Coach Harry O?Neil 
because there were no more 
field positions available. 

     Year by year, he was able to 
work his way up to being the 
defensive backs coach, then to 
the co-defensive coordinator 
position and now the head 
coach.

     Coach Coffey has always 
believed that coaching is more 
than just football. 

     ?Everyone wants to win 
football games, and trust me 
that is what we are trying to do, 
but at some point, football will 
end for everyone and we want 
our kids to be successful in their 
careers, as husbands, as fathers 
and in all aspects of life.?

     Every coach has a different 
coaching style, and Coffey goes 
through the game at five second 
intervals.

      ?We talk about competing in 
five second spans (the longer 
end of one football play) then 
huddling back up and doing it 
again. Being able to do your job 
for five seconds at a time and no 
matter the result lining back up 
and continuing that for a full 
game.?

     When it comes to the football 
team, Coach Coffey has nothing 
but positive things to say about 
them.

     ?Resilient. They haven't 
backed down from any of the 
challenges put in front of them 
whether it be COVID-19 
guidelines or the teams we have 
on our schedule. They keep 
showing up every day and work 
on getting better in five second 
spans.?

     Coach Coffey is trying to start 
a dynasty for the future. It all 
starts with the proper attitude 
on and off the field, and the 
coach is doing just that. 

     ?We are building more 
resilience to everything that 
happens during a football game. 
Find a way. Discipline. Fortitude. 
Unity.?

Coach Coffey leads AG...Lady Devils 
f ind 
com m unit y 

GIRLS SOCCER FOOTBALL

By
Zach Hum phreys

Staff WriterFamily 
environment 
breeds success as 
AG strives for 
playoff berth



The diligent and gregarious English teacher, Mr. R.J. Pizzini 
from Avon Grove High School, is also a gamer?  Not only is 
Mr. Pizzini a teacher at Avon Grove but he is also the 
advisor of the Esports club at Avon Grove. 

     Being a teacher for Mr. Pizzini is an admirable job, ?I find 
teaching fulfilling because as a teacher I can leave a 
positive impact on a student?s life.? Mr. Pizzini wants the 
best for his students so they can thrive in the future.

     For Mr. Pizzini, his teaching career has thrived for four 
years, but at first he didn?t study to become a teacher; he 
started out as a computer science programmer. 

     As a computer science programmer he would write and 
test code to allow computer applications and programs to 
function. Realizing that being a computer science 
programmer wasn?t as fulfilling as he first thought, he then 
chose to become a camp counselor. 

     As a camp counselor at Camp Possibilities he worked 
with children who had type 1 diabetes, and he came to the 
conclusion that he could leave an impact on their lives. 
Therefore, he decided to become a teacher in order to help 
shape a positive future for students. 

    Teaching allows Mr. Pizzini to help students in many 
different forms that would benefit them, ?I think that it?s cool 
that I can leave a beneficial impact on a student?s life.?

     Leaving an impact on a student?s life isn?t the only 
reason Mr. Pizzini decided to become a teacher; he also 
wants to share his passion of reading and writing. 
Therefore, he decided to become an English teacher at 
Avon Grove.

     Mr. Pizzini says that he wants to inspire lifelong readers 
to keep reading and writing. Currently, Mr. Pizzini is 
studying to get a Master?s in English while he teaches AP 
English Language & Composition and Honors English 10. 

     Recently he has gotten married and bought a house in 
Wilmington, and he has two cats and a dog named Charlie. 

     Mr. Pizzini enjoys dressing his dog in silly costumes. 
Sometimes his dog wears a suit while his cat is dressed like 
a burrito.

     He also enjoys playing disc golf, video games, skiing, 
writing short stories, hanging out with friends, and walking 
his dog.

     Mr. Pizzini also loves to play games.  This is his third 
year as the Esports team?s advisor, and last year they had 
two major events including the Super Smash Bros. 
tournament.

     Participants on the team play video games at a 
competitive level. They play Rocket League, Smash Bros., 
and Overwatch.

     The multitasking English teacher and Esports advisor 
wants to leave a memory worth reminiscing to all of his 
students so they can have a successful future. 

Spooky season may have arrived, but 
thanks to the pandemic, many of 
Haloween?s?s most important traditions 
aren?t going on, from screaming in haunted 
houses to costume parties.

     What about trick-or-treating, the most 
vital component of this commercialized 
holiday?

     Unfortunately, the CDC advises against 
the high risk activity of conventional 
door-to-door trick-or-treating, as well as the 
parking lot car adaptation, ?trunk or treat.?

    In fact, the safest activities on the CDC?s 
list is staying at home and doing things with 
your family. 

     But many families believe there must be 
some way for kids to go out and experience 
the one time during the year where you are 
basically getting free candy for dressing up. 

     The CDC, plus many other health 
experts have many modifications to 
trick-or-treating that are safer than the 
former.  There is no version of 
trick-or-treating that is completely risk free. 
While some are safer than others, there is 
less risk when face masks are involved 
(over the nose and mouth). 

Trick-or-treating with masks

     According to the CDC and many other 
health experts, this is high risk activity. 
There are a lot of variables involved such 
as if people actually wear their masks 
properly and how many people are in the 
area. 

     I believe this is a good idea, but would 
never be safe because, let?s face it, parents 
are going to have a tough time trying to get 
their little kids to wear a mask all night. 

Leaving a bowl of candy outside for trick 
or treaters

     This method is also a high risk, 
according to the CDC. It is safer for the 
homeowners but just as risky for the kids. 

     Plus there is a lot of cross contamination 
between kids reaching their hands into the 

bowl. 

     I think this method is even worse than 
regular trick-or-treating. A kid?s favorite 
candy will be on the bottom of the bowl and 
will end up touching almost every piece of 
candy before getting to the one they like. 

     A method around this is to also have 
hand sanitizing stations. Before kids put 
their hands into the bowl, they clean their 
hands. This method is also not effective, 
just because the risk is exactly the same, 
according to the CDC. 

     Setting up hand sanitizer slows down 
progress, which may make it over crowded. 
Faster is better. Save the sanitizer. 

Individually wrapped goodie bags

     This is the method the CDC 
recommends the most. They say participate 
in one-way trick-or-treating where 
individually wrapped goodie bags are lined 
up for families to grab and go while 
continuing to social distance. 

     This is what my neighborhood is doing 
for Halloween and I think it is one of the 
safest and most efficient methods to trick or 
treat. 

Sling shot or t-shirt cannon

     According to health experts, this is a low 
risk activity. This would probably be a lot of 
fun for the homeowners but there is a high 
risk of injury from projectile candy. This is a 
very creative and fun way to spend your 
Halloween, but who wants to spend the 
night in the ER? 

Drone or remote control car

     Using a drone or remote control car to 
deliver candy carries a low risk of COVID, 
according to health experts. However, there 
may be some risk because of all the 
attention you would attract. 

     I would personally love to see something 
like this. This would be fun for the kids as 
well as the people giving the candy away. 

Scavenger hunt around the 
neighborhood

     This is a low to moderate risk activity if 
the hiding places are hidden and there are 
not too many kids. This would be a great 
idea for a small neighborhood to do, kind of 
like an Easter egg hunt in the fall. 

          Although I would love to see candy 
fly out of a t-shirt cannon or fall from a 
drone, I believe that the safest way to 
trick-or-treat is to make personalized goodie 
bags and spread them out on a table for 
people to pick up. If every kid only picks up 
one bag, and people are socially distancing, 
this is the safest method recommended by 
the CDC. 

     All in all, Halloween is going to be a lot 
different than the previous years, but with 
these hardships also comes room to 
innovate.    

     Please remember to stay safe, socially 
distant and wear a mask. 

HALLOWEEN

Tr ick -or -t reat ing w il l  be dif ferent  t h is year  

English and Espor t s: Pizzin i adds pizzazz t o school
By

Salvador  Tor res-Sanchez
Staff Writer

PROFILE

By
Naom i Par t r idge

Column

Sling shots, scavenger hunts, and drones may be options, but 
personalized goodie bags is the way to go
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One of the highlights of the fall school season, in 
past years, were the football games. 
Upperclassmen will remember the chilly Friday 
nights spent out on the bleachers, with the 
cheerleaders on the track, and the band 
accompanying each play with music to encourage 
the team. 

     With the cancellation of most games, and 
limitations on school sports in general, what 
happens to the band? Some of you may know that 
the band has events other than the football games, 
like competitions, but this season, in-person 
competitions have been ruled out of the schedule.

     Then what has this season had in store for the 
AGHS marching band?

     Head drum major Kayla White, whose role is to 
conduct and keep tempo of the band, discusses 
how this season is different for them.

     ?This season doesn?t necessarily have a theme 
or a name,? said White, highlighting the main 
difference from past seasons. ?Instead we focused 
on picking four songs (one being ?Mr. Blue Skies?), 
and enjoying our time performing together.? 

     In addition to ?Mr. Blue Skies? by Electric Lights 
Orchestra, the band is performing ?El Camino Real? 

by Alfred Reed, and ?Everybody Wants To Rule The 
World? by Lorde.

     White reinforces the emphasis on community in 
the band.

     ?We don?t have actual competitions, so most 
time is spent practicing together.?

     What impact does this have on the students? 

      ?It?s much less stressful compared to previous 
seasons. Instead of focusing on getting the entire 
show together before competitions start, we have 
been casually making progress and we haven?t 
even completely finished as of now.? 

     This leaves the question of how the season will 
progress. Guidelines are always changing, but that 
doesn?t mean the marching band isn?t anticipating 
future events.

     ?The only events we have planned are 
participation in two football games (the next one is 
tonight), virtual competitions, and a workshop 
clinic.?

     Ending on a hopeful note for the rest of the 
season, White adds, ?The leadership team [which 
White is a part of] wants to try and create more 
events for the band but none have been approved 
as of now.? 

     You can keep up with the band 
@agmarchingband on Instagram.

By
Kayla Connors

Staff Writer

-Photo courtesy of Melissa Jones

Drum majors Kayla White  and  Maddie Jones lead the marching band.

No com pet it ions, but  t he 
band plays on

MARCHING BAND

New s Briefs  
2,350 pound pum pk in  w ins Cal i f orn ia 
cont est
Travis Gienger from Anoka, Minnesota, won the Half Moon Bay Pumpkin 
Contest with a pumpkin weighing 2,350 pounds. He spent his quarantine 
watering his pumpkins at least 10 times a day and fertilizing them at least 
twice a day. According to the Associated Press, the pumpkin was the 
second most heavy pumpkin ever weighed at the contest, but it was not 
near a world record. The heaviest pumpkin recorded at the contest was a 
2,500 pounds. Gienger has been growing pumpkins since he was a 
teenager, and he is a landscape and horticulture teacher at Anoka 
Technical College in his hometown. 

By Anna Ashcraft

5-year -old helps crack  SF Zoo t hef t  case
Police said they arrested a man suspected of stealing a ring-tailed lemur 
from the San Francisco Zoo, where officials rewarded a 5-year-old boy 
who helped recapture the lemur with a lifetime membership. The theft of 
Maki, a 21-year-old lemur, made the news October 21 in San Francisco 
when zoo officials reported the animal missing and found evidence of 
forced entry at his enclosure.     According to the Associated Press, five- 
year-old James Trinh knew nothing of the headlines. While leaving 
preschool in Daly City, about 5 miles from the zoo, he exclaimed, 
?There?s a lemur! There?s a lemur!? Cynthia Huang, director of the Hope 
Lutheran Day School, was skeptical at first. ?I thought, are you sure it?s 
not a raccoon?? she said. Maki scurried from the parking lot into the 
school?s playground, as the school called police who quickly alerted 
animal control and zoo officials. The children, parents and teachers 
watched as caretakers arrived and coaxed the lemur into a transport 
cage, Huang said.    Also the police took 30-year-old Cory McGilloway 
into custody, San Francisco police Lt. Scott Ryan told reporters.

- By Naomi Partridge

Sealed sarcophagi  f ound in  Egypt
A large amount of Egyptian sarcophagi were found by archeologists in 
Saqqara, Egypt according to CNN. The exact number has not been 
released as of October 19, but it is reported to be ?a huge number.? 
The sarcophagi were found in recently discovered burial shafts that 
are believed to be more than 2,500 years old. Intricate statues were 
also discovered in these shafts. On October 19, the Prime Minister of 
Egypt, as well as the secretary general of the Supreme Council of 
Antiquities went to inspect the discoveries. 

- By Natalie Kelmelis

This year, UNICEF may be an available 
activity for students. Junior Sophie Kaiser 
proposed the idea and is the president of 
the soon-to-be club with Ms. Lawrenson, 
the teacher advisor. 

     Although COVID-19 is a setback to 
doing traditional fundraisers with students, 
teachers, and the community, the group still 
has goals for the upcoming year. Like many 
of the other clubs at our school, they?re 
continuing with online meetings to maintain 
communication.

     UNICEF is not only an in-school 
organization, it stands for the United 
Nations Children?s Fund, a humanitarian 
agency that provides aid to children across 
the world. According to the UNICEF 

website, they work 
in over 190 
countries to save 
children?s lives, 
defend their rights, 
and help them to 
fulfill their potential.

     Some of the 
services that they 
provide to children 
are providing 
vaccines, providing 
safe water and 
sanitation, 
supporting child 
health, education, 
HIV prevention and 
treatment, and 
protecting children 
from violence. 
According to the 
UNICEF website, ?we never give up.? 

     Every month, 
UNICEF has a 
theme for what 
kind of 
fundraisers they 
will hold. For 
example, 
October is 
?Trick-or-Treat 
for UNICEF,? 
and November 
is ?Convention 
on the Rights of 
the Child,? and 
more can be 
found on the 
UNICEF Unite 
calendar. 

     Like the 
agency itself, at 
our school, the 

soon-to-be club will hold fundraisers, and 

take donations throughout the year to raise 
money for UNICEF. Currently, they are 
unable to do so because they are not yet an 
official club. 

     There is already a cabinet put into place: 
junior Sophie Kaiser is president, junior 
Lianna Gardner is vice president, junior 
Alicia Wexler is treasurer, sophomore Tanvi 
Joshi is secretary, and junior Payton Smith 
is the communications officer. They?ve also 
included subcommittees within the cabinet 
positions to take on more tasks. 

     Because the school is online for the time 
being, finding ways to raise money with 
fundraisers will be a challenge, but the 
cabinet is working to find alternatives that 
will still be a success. 

     To learn more about the group, there is 
an instagram account that will provide 
updates called ag.unicef. 

By
Anna Ashcraf t

Staff Writer

UNICEF: A fut ure club opt ion for  st udent s
AG LIFE


	The Devil's Herald Issue 2 October 2020 FINAL DRAFT
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4


