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Com pet it ions post poned, 
pract ices cont inue

2020 has been a year for the 
record books.  Very few if any 
fans have attended professional 
sporting events lately, and the 
NBA, NHL, and MLB will finish 
their seasons in a bubble.  How 
does this trickle down to Avon 
Grove?  

     According to athletic director 
Mr. Kyle Christy, ?only fall sports 
have been postponed and no 
season has been cancelled.?

     For some, the fall sports sea-
son is the best season of them all, 
which include cheerleading, cross 
country, field hockey, football, golf, 
soccer, girls tennis, and girls vol-
leyball. But since the season has 
been postponed due to COVID-
19, the chance of having a season 
is in the balance, and for seniors 
and first-year head football coach 
Mr. Joseph Coffey, this season is 
important. 

     According to Coach Coffey, the 
AG football team has been follow-
ing workouts posted on Schoology 
during the midst of the quarantine. 

     ?We created at-home workouts 
that focused more on body weight 
movements and sprinting. We did 
not want to create workouts that 
could only be done by players 
with their own weights.  [We 
wanted to] keep everyone in-
cluded and offering what we could 
with limited equipment was our 
best option.? 

     By mid April, the coaches were 
able to use Zoom to communicate 
with other coaches and their ath-
letes. 

     ?We decided to start offering 
Zoom sessions twice a week 
where we began to install our of-
fense and defense. Our staff 
would meet on Mondays and 
Tuesdays via Zoom and then de-
liver coaching to the team on 
Wednesday and Thursday.? 

     It has been hard on the team 
by not being able to make direct 
contact with their teammates, but 
Coach Coffey has looked beyond 
that and focused on the mindset 

of the players and how to keep 
their focus on the field.

     ?Showing up to practice every-
day with no competition against 
other schools can not be easy to 
deal with. As a coaching staff, we 
have held our guys accountable 
when we are together, and taken 
the time to build relationships. 
Being a coach goes well beyond 
the actual game of football.?

        On the other hand, there are 
a lot of questions on how winter 
sports will be played. Considering 
all of the sports are indoors, this 
will be hard to play when it comes 
to social distancing. 

     Mr. Christy talked about the 
governor?s limit on gatherings, 
?The state limited gatherings at 
250 people for outdoor facilities 
and 25 for indoor facilities.? 

     The winter sports will lose a lot 
of fans in the gym if the limitations 
stay the same by the time the 
season begins. 

     But that does not mean you 
will miss watching the games, Mr. 
Christy said, ?Avon Grove is al-
ready setting up live streaming for 
all our games, so that all AG fans 
can continue to follow the sports 
action whether it be intrasquad or 
competitive against other 
schools.?

     The spring sports teams have 
been waiting the longest to get 
back on the field since their sea-
son was cut short by the virus in 

March. All of the athletes have 
been craving the sound of the 
crowd cheering them on and the 
feeling of competition. 

     For new baseball head coach 
John Bellaver, he is very excited 
for the start of the season. 

     ?We did weekly Zoom meet-
ings during the spring semester. 
Phone calls, texts and Schoology 
were other ways I kept in touch 
with my team,? Coach Bellaver 
said on how he kept the team 
busy during the quarantine period.

     Because the team had their 
season canceled, they couldn?t 
train with each other until now.

     ?The majority of players have 
played travel ball from the begin-
ning of June and will finish their 
season sometime in October. We 
will be able to have voluntary 
workouts for the month of Octo-
ber,? said Bellaver.

     Also, when asked about a 
possible season next spring, he 
said, ?As a coach, you have to 
prepare for a season. The players 
have to prepare for a season. I?m 
not sure what to expect for a sea-
son, but I know we will be pre-
pared for whatever comes our 
way.?

Editor's Note:  On Friday, Sep-
tember 18 (past press time), it 
was announced the  fall sports 
season will begin September 21 
with competitions starting no ear-
lier than October 9.

By
Zach Hum phreys

Staff Writer
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Pandem ic im pact s t he polls
How will the voters turn out this year for the presidential election?

A young Kyle Christy sat in the 
middle row of a small classroom, 
taking notes about the French 
Revolution. As he got increasingly 
bored, he felt his mind drift to one 
of his favorite things: sports. 

      Now, that daydream is reality 
for Christy when he became the 
new athletic director at Avon Grove 
High School. 

     Mr. Christy grew up in Dalton, 
Pennsylvania, which is a small 
town outside of Scranton. After 
graduating from Tunkhannock High 
School, he attended Bloomsburg 
University for a degree in business 
education. 

     Before he came to Avon Grove, 
Christy worked as a business 
education teacher in Virginia 
Beach, and after four years of 
business education at Avon Grove, 
he is now the director of athletics 
and activities, replacing Ms. 
Vanessa Robtison who was hired 
at Haverford High School as an 
Assistant Principal and Athletic 
Director. 

     Sports have been a major part 
of Mr. Christy?s life, even before his 
time at Avon Grove. In high school, 
Christy played golf, basketball, and 
varsity tennis. Christy then went on 
to play Division 2 tennis at 
Bloomsburg University his 
sophomore and junior year. 

     Now, obviously the dream job 
for Mr. Christy looks a little different 
in reality, as he is an athletic 
director during a global pandemic. 

     ?Everything that has happened 
so far has been, is, and will be 
extremely fluid. Guidelines change 
every single day, every single 
week, and even sometimes every 
single hour. It is important as 
athletic director during the 
pandemic to be able to pivot and 

work with new guidelines.?  

     Christy said his biggest priority 
right now is to create an 
environment for student-athletes 
that helps keep them mentally and 
physically fit. And while Mr. Christy 
has no intention to shut down 
athletics, he is staying on his toes 
for new information from the school 
board or the governor. 

     Even before he was athletic 
director, Mr. Christy played a major 
role in Avon Grove sports. Mr. 
Christy has coached girls and boys 
tennis, basketball, and golf. 

     Mr. Christy says that being a 
coach before becoming athletic 
director gave him the opportunity to 
meet the other coaches, which was 
a big help while trying to 
communicate with the coaches 
about socially distanced athletics. 

     He also feels a strong 
connection to the students that he 
had the opportunity to coach.

     ?One of my favorite memories of 
high school is the school pride I 
felt. I am thrilled to be in a position 
as athletic director to be able to 
focus on the already great school 
pride we have here at Avon Grove, 
but also to help it  expand."

AGSD nam es 
Chr ist y direct or  of  
at hlet ics and 
act ivit ies

By
Jackson Mor r is

Staff Writer

ELECTION

At least three-quarters of all 
American voters will be eligible to 
receive a ballot in the mail for the 
2020 election ?  the most in U.S. 
history, according to a New York 
Times analysis. 

     It is predicted that roughly 80 
million mail ballots will flood 
election offices this fall, more than 
double the number that were 
returned in 2016.

     The ongoing coronavirus 
pandemic, combined with the 
unusually high level of voter 
participation widely expected in 
November, will put extraordinary 
pressure on the election system.  

     In the primaries earlier this 
year, 16 states decided to 
postpone their elections because 
of the pandemic. All states 
decided to use mail-in ballots to 
limit the spread of COVID-19. 
According to NPR, over 550,000 
ballots were rejected due to many 
different circumstances. 

     Election experts said first-time 
absentee voters are much more 
likely to make the kinds of 
mistakes that lead to rejected 
ballots. Studies also show that 
voters of color and young voters 
are more likely than others to 
have their ballots not count.

     Absentee voting was 
distributed by mail to voters 
temporarily away from their 
homes. No one else was typically 
allowed to vote this way. 

     The rise in voting by mail this 
year raises a number of 

questions. Do liberal vote-by-mail 
policies increase turnout? Does 
an increased rate of voting by mail 
decrease civic engagement, or 
decrease the impact of an event 
at the end of a political campaign 
intended to affect the outcome?

     According to MIT?s election 
data, the idea that ballots can be 
cast anywhere first arose during 
the Civil War, when both Union 
and Confederate soldiers were 
given the opportunity to cast 
ballots from the battlefield and 
have them be counted back 

home. 

     This issue did not arise again 
until World War II, when Congress 
passed laws that related to 
soldiers stationed overseas. 
These laws made it more effective 
to encourage voting by service 
members overseas. 

     In the 1800s, states began to 
pass absentee ballot laws for 
civilians who were away from 
home or seriously ill on Election 
Day. 

SEE VOTING PAGE 3

By
Naom i Par t r idge

 Editor

SPORTS

 Mr. Christy, AG's new  director of 
athletics and activities, has coached 
four different sports.

SPORTS

     - Photo by Zach Humphreys

The AGHS baseball field lies dormant due to the pandemic, but workouts 
will start in October.



     With the advent of an online 
academy for the Avon Grove 
School District, students and 
families had to set up places for 
virtual class participation. For 
some, this was trickier than others. 

     The first obstacle that some 
students face is location. With 
varying family sizes and houses, 
finding a quiet space to do work 
isn?t always a guarantee. 

     To work through possible 
schedule conflicts, communication 
with your family members is 
essential. You could even set up a 
family calendar (physical or online) 
so you have an idea of their 

schedules and busy times in the 
house. 

     To help others be aware of your 
schedule, stick to one space for all 
of your classes. By keeping 
yourself and all of your school 
related things in one area, you get 
yourself into a routine and if your 
family sees you in your work area, 
they should take it as a sign that 
you are busy without having to 
interrupt. 

     If you have the option of a 
choice in where to have your 
office, it?s ultimately up to your 
personal preference, but there's a 
few things to consider.

     While staying in your room may 
seem like the most comfortable 
and convenient location after 
being holed up in your room for 

months of quarantine, changing 
your surroundings is important for 
your mental health. 

     An article from Markham Heid 
of Time Magazine recognizes that 
?staying indoors all day may fuel 
anxiety, insomnia, and that 
too-familiar sense that humans 
just aren?t meant to spend the 
whole day inside.?

     Staying in your room could also 
bring problems with focusing- your 
bed may look tempting, and if you 
do class from bed you could very 
well zone out or fall asleep 
entirely. 

     After you consider the 
placement of your office, think 
about what materials to have 
during class. 

     Be sure to remember 
things like a pencil, 
paper, a water bottle, or 
even tissues. Make your 
classes as efficient as 
possible by having 
everything you may need 
around you. 

     Lastly, it seems 
obvious, but staying 
organized is vital to a 
successful school year 
online. Just like with 
in-person school, keeping 
a binder or folder for 
each of your subjects will 
help you keep track of 
your notes. Don?t slack 
off just because it?s 
online- it?s arguably more 
important to keep your 
things together now.

     Learning from home 
can be a challenge for 
some, and these tips 
may not work for 
everyone, but hopefully 
this gives insight into new 
ways we can prepare 
ourselves and make the 
best of the new school 
year.

Today students have classes 
through a screen or go to school a 
few times a week with a mask on. 
Instead of the rustle of papers and 
chatty students, one can hear the 
sound of clicking during an 
asynchronous lesson.

     The educational methods have 
changed to where some students 
are no longer able to go to school 
and are instead staying at home 
and learning through a Zoom video 
conference call. School 
administrators have been forced to 
come up with different methods of 
teaching students because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

     One of those few methods is to 
learn at home by a Zoom call, 
where students can lay on their 
beds or grab a snack while being 
in class. Each week students are 

required to attend  a Zoom call at a 
certain time period for every class 
they have. Zoom calls are used by 
the Avon Grove School District  to 
teach their students.

     Another method schools have 
created is where they do a hybrid 
of online days and face-to-face 
lessons. According to Study.com, 
students at schools like Huntley 
High School in Illinois and Flower 
Mound High School in Texas have 
in-person classes twice per week 
and learn online the other three 
days.  While in the school building, 
students are required to wear a 
face mask.

     Many private schools, which 
tend to have fewer students than 
public schools, use a third method. 
Instead of having online classes, 
some have only normal face- to 
-face classes. Students are 
required to wear a face mask 
throughout the day.

PAGE 2/ NEWS Friday, September 25, 2020T H E D EVIL'S H ERAL D

PANDEMIC

Schools reopen in a 
var iet y of  ways

St udent s creat e com for t able 
learning environm ent s 

By
Kayla Connors

Staff Writer

PANDEMIC

By
Salvador  Tor res-Sanchez

Staff Writer

Per form ing Ar t s Club and ot hers rest ar t
AG CLUBS

 Starting school online can be 
very isolating for students, so the 
continuation of clubs this year can 
help to connect us. According to 
PsychCentral.com, it?s very 
important to stay connected with 
people during quarantine, so 
participating in clubs is a great 
way to do so. 

    Many clubs are continuing with 
Zoom calls, which take place 
either before classes in the 
morning, or after the last period of 
the day, like they did when school 
was still in-person. Although, 
there are some activities, such as 
the fall play, that have not given 
an update yet. 

     One of the clubs that is 
continuing on Zoom is the 
Performing Arts Club. Instead of 
in-person meetings and 
fundraisers to participate in an 
acting workshop to see a 
Broadway show at the end of the 

year, ?We are trying to 
implement online activities 
such as trivia, script reading, 
and meetings with 
professionals in theater to 
continue to engage the club 
even while being online,? 
said Performing Arts Club 
president Haley Weber. 

     There are some 
difficulties with managing a 
club this year that may have 
not been an obstacle 
in-person though. 

     ?Since my main job is to 
get information to and from 
the club members, I don?t 
have to do much of the 
planning, but I will say online 
learning has definitely made 
it difficult to spread the club 
to new members,? Lizzy 
Karnes, the communications 
officer of Performing Arts 
Club explained. 

     ?I feel like it will be the 
same difficulties that we 
already have encountered. Everything is just so uncertain. It 

is especially difficult because we 

aren't sure if we 
will be able to 
partake in our 
annual 
Broadway trip, 
but regardless 
we are going to 
have a fun and 
memorable 
year,? Weber 
mentioned. 

     Although we 
are not familiar 
with the concept 
of online 
activities, it?s a 
chance for new 
opportunities. 

     ?I don't think 
we would have 
gotten the 
chance to meet 
with as many 
professionals as 
we will be. This 
is a great 
learning 
experience for 

the club and I'm really excited to 

see where it will take us,? Weber 
remarked. 

Club Notes

     The Sewing Club is going to be 
having in-person meetings. 
Instead of meeting in a classroom 
to sew blankets, they will be 
socially distanced to safely 
continue their hard work. 

     Since there are no more 
morning announcements, it can 
be difficult for clubs to get people 
to join. If you are interested in 
joining a club, they are all listed 
on the Avon Grove website, in the 
high school section, on the side 
bar, titled ?Activities and Clubs.? 

     Another easy way to look into 
joining a club is to find the 
Instagram account for the club 
that you want to look into. There 
you will be able to find pictures of 
what the club has done in the 
past, information about the 
meetings, and who else is 
participating.

By
Anna Ashcraf t

Staff Writer

Some clubs are on Zoom, while others hope to meet face-to-face
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     With over 6.5 million COVID-19 cases 
in the US (according to the New York 
Times as of September 16), voters are 
very cautious about going out to the polls 
and voting in person. 

        According to the New York Times, 
there are three ways states are handling 
this election during the pandemic. 

     In nine states, including Washington, 
Oregon, and California plus D.C., a ballot 
has been automatically mailed to every 
voter in those states. Citizens of these 
states are still allowed to go out to the 
polls and vote in person, but they are 
automatically given the option to mail in 
their vote. 

     In the majority of states, including 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Florida and 
Delaware, mail-in voting is allowed for all. 
But these 118 million voters have to 
request to get mail-in ballots.

     In seven states, including Texas, New 
York and Mississippi, voters still need a 
reason beyond the virus to vote absentee. 
That means many voters in these states 
will need to vote in person at a polling 
place.

     But there are many Americans who 
are tentative about voting online. There is 
a lot of controversy around mail-in voting 
this year. 

     The voting method is quickly becoming 
the norm and quickly becoming politically 
charged as some Republicans ?  
specifically President Trump ?  fight 
against the mail-in voting expansion 

happening nationwide.

     Even before the pandemic sent 
election officials scrambling to make sure 
people could vote safely, mail-in voting 
has been on the rise in the United States.

     According to NPR, about a quarter of 
all voters voted by mail in the 2018 
midterms, more than double the rate of 
mail voting from 20 years ago. Much of 
that increase comes from the handful of 
states transitioning to all-mail elections in 
recent years.

     The president has made it clear that 
despite voting by mail himself multiple 
times, he does not support wide 
expansion of the practice.

     Trump has also said that he thinks 
expanding mail-in ballots would be bad 
politically for the Republican Party. A 
recent study from Stanford University 
denied this. 

     Many Republicans in Congress are 
focused on how mail ballots are returned. 
They don't want people to be able to 
return ballots for others.

     On the other hand, most Democrats 
see mail-in ballots as helpful for 
vulnerable populations, such as nursing 
homes and housing complexes. 

     Many Republican are worried about 
fraud when it comes to mail-in ballots, but, 
according to NPR, over the past 20 years 
more than 250 million ballots have been 
cast by mail nationwide, and there have 
only been 143 criminal convictions for 
election fraud related to mail ballots. 

     Many Democrats are beginning to not 
trust mail-in voting after President Trump 

said he opposed both election aid for 
states and an emergency bailout for the 
U.S. Postal Service because he wants to 
restrict how many Americans can vote by 
mail, putting at risk the nation?s ability to 
administer the November 3 elections.

     Many voters are very worried that their 
vote may not be counted for or not 
accepted like they did in the primaries 
earlier this year. 

     ?I will be voting in person. I don?t trust 
mail -n just because of the whole Trump 
thing. I feel it?s a great way to vote, but as 
of right now I feel that Trump and his 
people will find a way to have those votes 
lost,? said senior Alyssa Corsaro. 

     ?I?m aware of the pandemic and how 
voting in person is a risk, but I will be 
taking all the precautions that the CDC 
guidelines state. I want to make sure my 
vote is counted because I feel this 
election is crucial.?

     Other than mail-in voting, there are a 
few ways to cast your ballot. In-person 
voting is what you usually think of during 
an election: people going to a local polling 
location to cast their vote in person on 
Election Day or before. 

     There is also early voting which allows 
voters to  vote as early as 45 days before 
an election. The goal of this is to increase 
voter turnout and decrease congestion at 
the polls on Election Day. 

     It is not too late to register to vote. 
Persons 18 years or older can go to 
VotesPa.com and register to vote by 
October 19. 
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Learning online has som e benef it s

It?s pretty safe to say that this time 
last year, no one expected that 
the way schooling is approached 
would shift so dramatically in only 
seven months. From spending the 
school day in the Avon Grove 
High School building, to simply 
using Schoology on the computer 
screen, it has been a hard 
adjustment for many students to 
make. 

     Often people focus on the cons 
to this new arrangement, but what 
are some of the advantages this 

unique experience provides?

     Being at home gives students 
the unique ability to customize 
their space. During their time at 
home, students may be able to 
pick the most ideal location for 
their learning, rather than being in 
a classroom tailored to a teacher?s 
preferences and not their own. 

     If able, students should put the 
time into making their workspace 
into a good environment for them 
and their needs. This will help 
boost their enjoyment and 
concentration.

     Another pro that comes with 
working from home is the lack of a 

commute to make in the morning. 
Rather than spending an hour or 
more preparing for and going to 
school, students can spend this 
time sleeping or studying, rather 
than have it be wasted on a bus. It 
also gives them more time after 
school to spend working or 
relaxing, rather than in a car or 
bus ride.

      Staying home gives some 
students the opportunity to be 
more flexible with their work. 
Instead of sitting in a designated 
spot for a whole class, teachers 
may choose to end their Zoom 
class before the period is over, 
and give students some work to 

do on their own. Now students 
have the opportunity to tackle 
assignments at their own pace in 
a way that works best for them.

     Students who find themselves 
hungry throughout the day may 
find themselves glad to be home, 
since they could not always rectify 
that problem at school, but may 
be more able to grab a snack 
during class at home. This may 
help students improve their 
concentration, and also just their 
overall mood.

     While there are many 
downsides to the current situation, 
sometimes it is important to look 
at what might be good. Though 

many hope to return to school at 
some point this year, people 
should try to appreciate what 
opportunities this unique 
experience has to offer while 
they?re available.

O PI N I O N Opinion content expresses the singular view of the writer.  The Devil's 
Herald invites letters to the editor.  Please email Mr. Gregory at 

rgregory@avongrove.org.

By
Nat alie Kelm elis

Senior Editor

New s Briefs  
Act iv ist s cont inue t o push 
f or  just ice f or  Breonna 
Taylor  6 m ont hs af t er  her  
deat h
On March 13, 2020 a 26-year-old EMT named 
Breonna Taylor was killed in her own home during 
a police raid in the middle of the night. She was 
innocent, but the men who killed her faced no 
punishment. All three officers involved that night 
still hold jobs; however, one was fired at first, but 
later appealed for his job back. Taylor?s death was 
one of the sparks for the reemergence of the Black 
Lives Matter movement earlier this year, and she 
remains relevant to activists and celebrities who 
continue to push for justice.  With the start of the 
football season, many players and coaches have 
used their platform to draw attention back to 

By Natalie Kelmelis

Form er  t eam m at e t o Kobe 
Bryant   nam es h is new born 
daught er  af t er  t he lat e 
Gianna Bryant
Pau Gasol and his wife Catherine announced the 
birth of their baby daughter, named after Gianna 
Bryant, who died in a helicopter accident along with 
Kobe Bryant and several others on January 26, 
2020. In a Twitter post announcing the birth, Pau 
wrote: ?Our little one has finally arrived!! The 
delivery went really well and we couldn?t be 
happier!! Elisabet Gianna Gasol, a very meaningful 
name for our super beautiful daughter!!? According 
to CNN.com, Pau and Kobe won two NBA 
championships together in 2009 and 2010, and the 
two stayed close friends until Kobe?s sudden death 
in January.  

By Jackson Morris

Cat  safely  ret urned t o 
f am i ly  af t er  escape
In Merrimack, New Hampshire, an African Serval 
cat named Spartacus was found roaming around 
the wild after escaping its home. According to AP 
News, he is safe and back to his owner, Dean King. 
The 40 pound cat was startled by the family dog 
and ran; right after, King called the police to tell 
them that Spartacus was missing. They own 
Spartacus legally, who they adopted from the 
Florida zoo four years ago. He lives indoors, with 
an enclosure, and he roams around the house at 
night.  

 By Anna Ashcraft

Super Mario Bros. creat or  
provides revelat ion
In a recent interview with Nintendo commemorating 
the 35th anniversary of Super Mario, Mario?s 
creator, Shigeru Miyamoto, gives insight on what 
led to the creation of Mario as a plumber, saying 
that ?we wanted him to be someone who might live 
near you, and not a superhero.?

By Kayla Connors
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