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You never think it will happen to 
someone you love, and then it 
does. It hits you like a truck. 
     Imagine walking into your kitch-
en and finding a loved one over-
dosed on the floor.  What would 
you do? How would you react? 
     Would you have realized the 
warning signs? Would you had 
wished you were more educated? 
Are you asking yourself how did 
this happen? 
     Heroin, codeine, demerol, 
morphine, darvocet, fentanyl, 
carfentanyl, dilaudid, methadone, 
opium, hydrocodone, oxycodone, 
vicodin, OxyContin, Tylenol 3, ty-
lox, levorphanol are just some of 
the opioids that affect our country. 
     In 2017 more than 70,237 drug 
overdoses resulted in death in 
the United States. Around 47,600 
were opioid related deaths. 
     To many those are just num-
bers. 
     However, numbers don’t mean 
anything unless we’ve been af-
fected in some way, shape or 

form by them. 
     Every number is a person. Ev-
ery person on this earth means 
something to someone. 
     Whether you want to believe it 
or not, opioid addiction is a major 
problem in the United States and 
the entire world.
     The number of opioids pre-
scribed have grown tremendously 
since the 1990s. The number of 
deaths and overdoses from these 
prescription opioids has also rose 
since then. 
     According to the CDC, “From 
1999 to 2017, almost 218,000 
people died in the United States 
from overdoses related to pre-
scription opioids. Overdose 
deaths involving prescription 
opioids were five times higher in 
2017 than in 1999.” 
     More than 191 million opioid 
prescriptions were prescribed to 
Americans in 2017. 
     Addiction is a very complex 
and horrible disease. Many don’t 
consider addiction to be a dis-
ease. Addiction can be genetic 
and environmental to a person.
     Opioid overdoses kill more 

people a year than fatal car ac-
cidents. Within 20 days of being 
prescribed an opioid, you can be-
come addicted. 
     At the parent speaker meeting 
held at Avon Grove High School 
on March 18, the speakers talked 
about opioids and how they affect 
everyone, not just the addict. 
     Some of the warning signs they 
gave were a decline in grades, 
mood swings, constantly sleep-
ing, run ins with the law, stealing, 
and many more behavioral ac-
tions.  
     At the meeting they also talk-
ed about what leads people to do 
opioids like heroin and fentanyl, 
and how it is the people you never 
expect to do drugs that do them. 
     But for some it may be nor-
mal to them.  Every 19 minutes an 
opioid addicted baby is born. 
     Teens and adults who are ad-
dicted are very skilled on hiding 
their addiction. They view opioids 
as their life line, and that they 
can’t survive without the drug. 
The opioid has complete control 
over them. 
     Opioid addicts always want 

to be high, because if they aren’t 
high they are going through with-
drawal symptoms. 
     When someone overdoses, 
narcan is used to wake them up. 
Sometimes it takes many doses 
of narcan to wake the person up. 
And even sometimes it doesn’t 
work. Opioids are mixed with so 
many other things that it can be 

hard for narcan to work. 
     At the meeting they also 
brought up how to get help. Get-
ting help is a big step in the right 
direction. People can go to sup-
port meetings, to rehab, or many 
other facilities. 

BEHIND CLOSED DOORS
COMMUNITY 

 -By Olivia Watson
This is a map of the top 10 U.S. states for opioid related deaths according to 
American Addiction Centers.

By
Olivia Kunitsky

Column

I am everywhere. I am the most powerful thing in the world. I will outlive anyone reading 
this article. 
     Can you guess what I am? 
     Let me tell you a story to give you a clue.
     I am usually stuffed in pockets, in dark places where I rarely see the light of day. How-
ever, there are brief times when I am brought out of my hiding place and taken to a new 
dark location.
     In this one case, I was in the 
purse of someone I could tell was 
rich. The fingernails were beau-
tifully manicured and covered in 
pale blue nail polish, but there was 
dirt underneath the fingernails that 
the nail polish was trying to hide.
     The dirt is always the give-away.
     One day, my fellow friends and I 
were along for a bumpy ride as the 
leather purse swung back and forth on the rich woman’s arm. She seemed to be in a hurry. 
     I heard the sound of a door being shut and the clicking of the woman’s six-inch heels 
as we were rushed along what must have been a hallway. 
     All at once we stopped moving as the purse was set down. The woman was talking to 
another person, but to us, it only sounded like murmurs from deep within the wallet. 
     Then all of a sudden, the woman’s grimy, manicured hand reached for us and exposed 
us to the sunlight. My green hair flapped as a breeze from a nearby fan hit me.
     That’s when hundreds of my friends and I were given to a new hand. The shiny finger-
nails had an even greater accumulation of dirt under them than the woman’s, which I didn’t 
think could be possible.
     The dirt is always the give-away.
     We were shoved in an even darker place than the woman’s purse, as if the person was 
determined to keep us hidden for eternity.
     What the individual didn’t know, or didn’t want to accept, is that we couldn’t be kept 
secret forever.
     Everyone is always looking for us. 
     Can you guess what I am?
***
     I realize that the college admission scandal probably does not seem that surprising to 

many people, but I still find it very disheartening.       
     As a student who is planning to attend college next year and someone who recently 
went through the whole college application process, I can’t even express how angry this 
news made me feel.
     It’s frustrating because I have worked very hard to get good grades and to be accepted 
to decent colleges. 
     From the time I was young, I’ve been told that hard work pays off, but evidently there 
can be payoffs without hard work for some. 
     I understand that this is unfortunately how the world works–I’m not naive–but it just 
seems so unfair to me.

     I could go on and 
on about the lack of 
integrity demonstrat-
ed by these actions, 
but honestly the ones 
who are really at fault 
are the college of-
ficials who took the 
bribes. 
     These individuals 
are normal people, 

just like you and me. They know what it’s like to actually have to work hard for things.
     That’s why it is so disappointing that they would stoop to such a low level and allow 
themselves to be corrupted so easily. They’re no better than the privileged people that 
gave them the money.
     If anything, they’re far worse because they had the power to say “no,” the power to 
uphold the values and mission that colleges are supposed to represent.
     Instead, they chose to sacrifice their morals in exchange for some really nice green 
paper. 
     So maybe that college official was able to buy his daughter that MacBook she had her 
eyes on for months, or that Xbox his son had been begging him for.
     But what I wonder is how he’ll ever be able to look those kids in the eyes again without 
feeling a sense of shame. 
     However, I could be completely wrong and it’s possible that he feels no remorse 
whatsoever because in the end, his children were completely shielded from the scandal, 
enjoying the luxury of their new gifts.
     At least until the police came for Daddy.

College admissions scandal:  Money triumphs over 
hard work as college officials allegedly took bribes

Opioids are the silent killer for millions of Americans – 
and it can happen to your family too

 SHOOK BUT NOT SHOCKED 

“Instead, they chose to sacrifice their 
morals in exchange for some really 

nice green paper.”
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The power of the mind 
shapes reality

 The other day, I sat in the beard 
of a giant leaf-faced man. Per-
haps that’s not what someone 
else would have seen, but that 
was how I perceived it. 
     Far from conforming to a single 
set of rules made by some uni-
versal, objective force, reality is 
shaped by your perception of the 
world around you. You influence 
your reality every day by the way 
you think of people, events, and 

places. 
      If you’re in a bad mood, then 
people are unpleasant, school is 
more drab than usual, and the air 
is fouler than normal. Subjective, 
surely, but that is your reality in 
the moment. 
     Conversely, a good day brings 
a beautiful sunrise, a new favorite 
song, or even a new appreciation 
for the people whose faces you 
pass every day. 
     However, this principle extends 
into more facets of life than just 
that–it can change your worldview 
in radical ways. 
     Imagine that you’ve feared the 
outdoors your entire life. It start-

ed with some event in your child-
hood, but it’s been so long now 
that you’ve forgotten what that 
event is. One day, you realize that 
it’s silly to let some forgotten trau-
ma prevent your happiness today, 
and you spend a whole day out-
side, enjoying every minute of it.
     This isn’t how it happens every 
time–prejudices aren’t always that 
easy to overcome–but it works 
often enough that you begin to 
wonder why you were against so 
many things in the first place. 
     However, you can make reality 

into any form you wish. It doesn’t 
necessarily have to obey the laws 
of reason and common sense. 
     For me, I took a walk in White 
Clay Park, my favorite, and I sat 
on the bank of the creek to read. 
After a short while, I began to no-
tice my surroundings more vividly. 
     I saw the bark-bare trees 
around me and how they blended 
together when I looked into the 
distance. The leaves coating the 
ground began to look like some-
thing more, something with a life 
of its own. 
     That’s when my mind turned 
the trees into the hairs of a beard. 
They were the stubble of a man 

who hadn’t shaved in days be-
cause he was so absorbed in 
the labor that he loved. He was a 
hardy man, I was sure, who had 
survived many winters and would 
see many more long after I was 
gone. 
     The leaves turned to skin. My 
world around me morphed into a 
giant man on whose cheeks I sat. 
      The man was smiling. I couldn’t 
see it–it stretched for miles be-
yond my vision–but he was cer-
tainly smiling at the sky. 
     His glowing countenance 

brought me joy. I loved the idea of 
being blessed with the privilege of 
sitting in this nature spirit’s scruff. 
     It wasn’t real by any known 
laws of reason, but I made it into 
my reality. And that action of my 
mind in turn made me happy. As 
long as I was happy, I didn’t care 
whether it was real or not. 
     That was my experience. Yours 
will likely be different. 
     But do not, for any reason, 
think that the world is inflexible. 
Your mind is powerful. 
     The only one in the world who 
controls your reality, your happi-
ness, is you.

By
Matt Gaerity

Special to The Herald
The Jurassic Park movies sell 
the concept of a theme park filled 
with animals that once roamed 
the earth, in this case dinosaurs. 
What would that concept be like 
100 years from now? 
     We will be making movies about 
rhinos, polar bears, and giraffes, 
something that, to future genera-
tions, will be so obscure because 
they will not ever be alive to see 
these animals that once walked 
the earth. 
     As a child my older sister and 
I would cuddle up on cold winter 
nights and watch Jurassic Park, 
so it was from a young age that 
I realized animals don’t have a 
voice. They have no say to what 
happens to them, whether their 
genetics are used or not, whether 
their species will be wiped from 
existence or able to continue to 
walk the earth. 
     At the rate that animals are 
going extinct, whether it be due 
to human activity or natural selec-
tion, can make your head spin. If 
there are 100,000,000 species on 
the planet, and the extinction rate 
is 0.01%, at least 10,000 species 
are going extinct every year. 
     Such a small percentage of 
such a large number still causes a 
huge impact. 
     Three bird species went extinct 
in 2018, including everyone’s fa-
vorite Spix macaw, from the 2011 
Disney movie Rio, which were 
wiped out due to deforestation. 

     Along with birds, the northern 
white rhino and vaquitas are on 
the border of extinction, according 
to USA Today.
     We all have our favorite an-
imals: the basic house pets like 
cats and dogs, the more exotic 
ones like sloths, elephants, and 
lions, to the aquatic animals, like 
dolphins, whales, and turtles. 
     In the blink of an eye our fa-
vorite species can be gone, never 
to be returned, because unfor-
tunately we don’t live in a block-
buster movie where we can clone 
genetics and bring animals back 
to life to live the rest of their lives 
in an amusement park. 
     These helpless and voiceless 
creatures are subjected to crimp-
ing losses in their numbers. 
     So what can we do? 
     Many of us are powerless to 
deforestation and melting ice 
caps, but there is still much we 
can do to prevent mass extinction 
of animals. No matter how many 
laws are put in place to prevent 
people from killing rare animals, a 
few years in jail and a fine mean 
nothing when the payroll is so big. 
     We can stop buying illegal prod-
ucts from people who kill animals 
going extinct. We can stop filling 
the earth’s oceans with plastic. 
     We can do our part to make 
it possible that animals get to live 
their entire lives fully. 

Hear them roar
By

Maddie Bernstein
Special to The Herald
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Don’t you forget about me

By
Abby Osborne

Staff Writer
At the diner tables, the students 
sat. At the front of the picket lines, 
the students marched. At the 
broadcast networks, the students 
created a movement.
    However, when one thinks 
about activism as a whole, they 
instantly think of highly influential 
adults like Malcolm X, Martin Lu-
ther King Jr., and Daniel Ellsberg. 
No one thinks of the students, the 
ones who were arguably part of 
the backbone of major social jus-
tice movements.
     We should never forget the 
students. Martin Luther King Jr. 
certainly didn’t.
     In a speech made at White Rock 
Baptist Church in Durham, North 
Carolina, King said that activism 
is “initiated, fed, and sustained by 
students.” This came at a time, 
and place, when the Greensboro 
sit-ins were in full swing. 
     These peaceful protests were 
organized by students to pro-
test segregation (and eventually 
became to be known as one of 
the key movements to end seg-
regation), and King went on to 
praise these students through 
saying that this was an “elec-
trifying movement of...students 
[that] shattered the placid surface 
of campuses and communities 
across the south.” 
    When one of the most influential 
leaders of the civil rights move-

ment proclaims that student activ-
ism is revolutionizing social move-
ments, I think we should listen.
     This isn’t just one isolated event 
of student activism bringing about 
great change either. We can look 
a decade or so later and observe 
the Vietnam War protests, a 
movement that was championed 
by young, student activists.
     Two of some of the most fa-
mous protests against the Viet-
nam War were organized by stu-
dents: the Columbia University 
protests of 1968, where students 
ended the university’s funding of 
the war and a segregated park 
near campus as well as admitting 
more African-American students 
and faculty, and the student strike 
of 1970, where over “280,000 
students on 28 campuses” partic-
ipated in protests, that spanned 
multiple states, against the shoot-
ing of four students at Kent State 
for protesting President Nixon’s 
decision to send more troops into 
Cambodia which would help con-
tribute to the decision of pulling 
troops out of Vietnam, according 
to the History Channel.
     Without these students who 
tirelessly advocated for justice 
and becoming a better society, the 
fight for social progress would’ve 
been much slower. In fact, student 
activism from the past has great-
ly shaped how we, especially the 
students, protest today.
     “When I look at student activism 
today, like March For Our Lives, I 

really think it stems from student 
protests in the Vietnam War. With-
out it, we may not have believed 
our voice carried as much weight 
with lawmakers and the govern-
ment when it really does,” said 
senior Karina Lopez.
     Lopez isn’t alone in that senti-
ment. Ed Morales, a professor at 
Columbia University, told CNBC 
in an interview and drew com-
parisons to this current wave of 
student activism (especially in 
regards to gun control) to student 
activism during the Vietnam War, 
saying that both issues at these 
respective times directly affect-
ed these activists, so it made the 
stakes higher thus making their 
voices more impactful and rele-
vant. 
     Arguably, March For Our Lives 
is one of the biggest examples of 
student activism in the last de-
cade. They’ve mobilized at least 
half a million of people (mostly 
students) at the various protests 
throughout the country, as per 
CNBC, and have changed the 
way we talk about gun control 
laws. 
     “We have so much motivation 
and incentives to make a change 
in the world,” said junior Brisa Lu-
zzi-Castro. 
     We can’t forget about the stu-
dents–it would be irresponsible 
for us to do so. If we did, we would 
be ignoring what so much of the 
positive, social change was built 
on. 

     Even forgetting that, these stu-
dents are the ones who are go-
ing to become the leaders of this 
nation, and they deserve to have 
a voice in how this country will 
move forward. 
     Why do we, as a society, chide 
our youth, our students, for being 
apathetic and not doing anything, 
but when they decide to make a 
difference in this world, we pre-
tend they’re not saying a word?
     Social progress is inevitable. 

That’s just the truth. 
     What truly matters, though, is 
how we approach this. It’s within 
our best interest to actually listen 
to these student activists, to stop 
discounting them on the fact that 
they’re “young and naive” when 
it’s been proven time and time 
again that’s a baseless claim.
     Our students are going to be 
the new face of this nation. It’s 
about time we start treating them 
like it. 

“However this principle extends into more 
facets of life than just that–it can change your 

worldview in radical ways.”

Student activism has played an integral role in social 
progress, so why have we spent years discounting it?

- Photo courtesy of Maddie Bernstein
 Ally Rosen, Maddie Bernstein, and Amy Hannum are at the 2019 Women’s 
March in New York City fighting for gender equality. As students, the three 
girls believe strongly in the power of student activism and participate in it 
themselves.



 Herald Sports
Friday, March 29, 2019 Page 3
SOFTBALL

Where are they now? 
How are they reLAXing?

Out with the old, 
in with the new

For more information visit http://avongrove.digitalsports.com/

New coaching staff 
comes to AG softball

BOYS LACROSSE

-Photo by  Zach Humphreys
Coach Pannell (middle) leads the 
AG softball team along with Coach 
Bujak (left) and Coach Kristman 
(right).

Sports 
Schedule

Today
Boys Baseball
vs. Coatesville, 3:45p.m.
Girls Softball
@ Coatesville, 7:15p.m.

March 30
Girls Softball
@ Pennridge, 2:00p.m.
Boys Lacrosse
vs. Spring-Ford HS, 11:00p.m.

April 1
Girls Softball
vs. Sun Valley, 3:45p.m.
Boys Baseball
@ Sun Valley, 3:45p.m.

April 2
Girls Lacrosse
vs. West Chester Rustin, 7:00p.m.
Boys Lacrosse
@ West Chester Rustin, 3:45p.m.

For more information visit http://avongrove.digitalsports.com/

According to new varsity head 
coach Coach Pannell, “Softball at 
AG has been a strong sport since 
I arrived here as an assistant in 
2013.” After coming off a success-
ful season last year with a record 
of 17-3, everything is looking up 
for them.
     The new varsity coaches are 
head coach Andrea Pannell and 
assistant coach Melanie Krist-
man. Leading the junior varsity is 
coach Mike Bujak.
     Coach Pannell has been 
coaching for five years and this 
season marks her sixth. She start-
ed as the assistant varsity coach 
for Avon Grove in 2013 and spent 
two years in that position. She 
then took the eighth grade softball 
coach position during the 2015-
2016 season.
     That’s not all, while she was 
coaching the eighth grade softball 
team, she was the head coach 
of  an under 16 year-old travel 
team. She took the AG assistant 
job during the 2017 and 2018 sea-
sons.
     Coach Pannell is ready to build 
this program to become a dynasty 
for many years to come starting 
with her captains. 
     “The class of 2018 was full 
of talent and they left some big 
shoes to fill, but I have no doubt 
that the seniors and juniors this 
year will step up and lead the 
younger girls. The captains–Olivia 
Kunitsky (senior), Lexi Barnhart 
(junior) and Megan Kristman (ju-
nior)–will lead the program on and 
off the field. They all have different 
leadership styles that compliment 
each other.”
     Coach Kristman has been 
coaching for the past seven 
years. This will be her first season 
with Avon Grove.  
     Coach Kristman believes the 
team and the coaching staff will 
bring success to the organization.
     “This team has the potential, 
and without a doubt, the talent to 

maintain the reputation of excel-
lence for the AGHS girls softball 
program. The new coaching staff 
this year is very excited and we all 
look forward to having a very suc-
cessful year.”
     Coach Bujak, the junior varsity 
coach, has been coaching for six 
years.
     While being involved at the little 
league level many years ago, he 
had the opportunity to coach the 
freshman and sophomores, the 
future of the softball program.
     Coach Bujak has hope the up-
perclassmen will be able to lead 
his team on and off the field as he 
stated, “The teams starting short-
stop, Jessica Beauchamp, has 
quickly proven to be a leader both 
on and off the field. With fellow 
juniors Lorelei Sandland, Olivia 
Weir and Jana Klinger, the softball 
program has a bright future.”
     Coach Pannell believes in team 
cohesion.
     “We are not a JV team and a 
varsity team. We are one program 
working together to reach the next 
level.”

As the horn sounded back in 2014 
for the PIAA high school lacrosse 
state finals, Avon Grove lost 12-7 
to Penn Crest High School. 
     Since that game, AG has had 
several players go on to play 
NCAA Division 1 lacrosse. But 
where are these players now and 
how are they doing? And do they 
still have an effect on the pro-
gram?
     Longtime head coach Eric 
Jackson says that the alumni 
have always had an effect on the 
program. ¨It’s not just the Division 
1 guys. It’s all the guys who come 
back and support us once they 
have graduated.¨
Class of 2014
Tanner Peck, Penn State
     Peck was a four-year starter for 
the Red Devils. He was an attack-
man and the Red Devils all-time 
scoring leader. 
     He was a captain his junior 
and senior year where AG won 
the district championship and was 
one win away from the state title 
in 2014. 
     Peck graduated from Penn 
State last year and now works in 
Texas.
Will Schreiner, Penn State
     Schreiner, alongside Peck, was 
a starter all four years. He was a 
goalkeeper who went on to be an 
Under Armour All American his 
senior year. 
     At Penn State, he was Peck’s 
roommate and started in the net 
his sophomore year.
Class of 2016
Bryce Reid, Delaware
     Bryce was an attackman in 
all four years at Avon Grove. In 
his freshman year, he sealed the 
district championship with a tie- 
breaking goal with 0.8 seconds 
left. 
     Reid was a captain his senior 
year at Avon Grove, and is cur-
rently starting at attack for the 
Delaware Fightin’ Blue Hens.
Nick Cardile, Penn State
     Cardile alongside Reid, started 
all four years at Avon Grove. He 
was a defenseman for the Red 
Devils and was captain his junior 

and senior seasons. 
     He was named Ches-Mont 
League Player of the Year his se-
nior season as he covered some 
of the best players in Pennsylva-
nia. However, his year was cut 
short as he tore his ACL at the 
end of the regular season and had 
to watch his team come up short 
in the state quarterfinals. 
     Cardile now starts at Penn 
State.

Class of 2017
Brayden Peck, Penn State
     Like his brother Tanner, 
Brayden went on to play at PSU. 
     At Avon Grove, Peck played all 
four years on varsity, and started 
three of them. 
     His freshman year, he was a 
member of the team that lost in 
the state finals. In his senior year, 
he was one of the leaders of the 
team who brought home Avon 
Grove´s first ever lacrosse state 
title. 
     Peck, like Cardile, is now also 
a starter for the Penn State de-
fense. He is in his sophomore 
season.
Doug Jones, Army
     Jones was also on the team as 
a freshman who lost in the state 
finals. 
     In the 2017 state champion-

ship, Jones was a captain along-
side Brayden Peck, and also 
scored one of the five goals for 
the Red Devils. 
     Doug is now in his sophomore 
season at Army.
Class of 2018
Jake Smith, Maryland
     Smith was a four-year member 
of the varsity team. He was a first 
team midfielder for three seasons. 
     Smith played a big part in the 
Red Devils’ high powered offense 
and was named team co-captain 
his senior year. 
     Smith currently attends Mary-
land as a freshman.
Bryce DeMuth, Yale
     DeMuth was a lockdown de-
fender for the Red Devils. Coach 
Eric Jackson describes Bryce as 
nasty. ¨It doesn’t matter how big 
the player was he was guarding, 
he wasn’t getting past Bryce.¨ 
    In the state quarterfinals his 
junior year, DeMuth shut down 
Garnet Valley´s Matt Moore, who 
was at the time the number one 
ranked player in the country. 
     Demuth held Moore to one as-
sist, and that was it. 
     DeMuth earned Ches-Mont 
League Player of the Year his 
senior season, and is currently a 
freshman at Yale.
Nate Hammond, Navy
     Hammond was a faceoff spe-
cialist for the Red Devils. He had 
the highest winning percentage in 
the Ches-Mont League since his 
sophomore year. 
     He made first team All Ches-
Mont three times. 
     Hammond will be a freshman 
next year at Navy as he continues 
to finish up prep school in Rhode 
Island.
Scooter Whiteside, Monmouth
     Whiteside was a two way 
midfielder for the Red Devils. He 
made first team his junior and se-
nior year. 
     Whiteside scored a goal in the 
state championship game, and 
passed to the assist that led to the 
game winner in overtime. 
     He is a freshman at Monmouth 
where he is majoring in business.

By
Ben Younger
Staff Writer

By
Matt Sullivan

Staff Writer

BASEBALL
So close, yet not so far

One last word to complete the 
crossword puzzle.
     One more day of school.
     One game away from the state 
tournament.
     Last year, the baseball team 
came not just one game short, but 
one inning short of making states. 
With a new look this year, the Red 
Devils hope to make states this 
year. 
     This year’s team is led by 
co-captains Bryce Porter, Riley 
Davis, Bailey Smith, and Andrew 
Nole.

     Coach Whitcraft sees their 
impact already, “Their leadership 
has shown already, and with them 
taking leadership early, it moti-
vates the players around them.” 
     Another huge factor that plays 
a role in every team sport is chem-
istry, and just like he saw with the 
leadership from the team cap-
tains, Coach Whitcraft sees the 
chemistry factor as well, “Right 
now, the chemistry piece is awe-
some.” 
     The team has since changed, 
and there are new players on the 
roster, filling the holes that the se-
niors from last year left open. The 
underclassmen coming up have 

shown their strengths, and they 
all look forward to helping get the 
team into states. 
     Ryan Gerenser, Patrick Camp-
bell, and Bryce Carey are only a 
few of the seniors from last year 
that will have to be replaced, and 
not just the players, but the coach-
es also believe that the current ju-
niors and seniors will be able to 
adequately fill their shoes. Dan 
Lutchgen, Drew Iaia, Ryan Litc-
hko, and Carl Schmidt will all be 
filling the positions that were left 
open from last year’s graduates. 
     Each team in every sport has 
a strength, and for the baseball 
team, it is their defense.

     “What we have to look forward 
to is a real strong returning defen-
sive squad. The whole left side of 
our infield is returning, and a lot 
of other positions are returning for 
this year, so that should help keep 
scoring down.” 
     The team was so close to 
states last year, and Coach Whit-
craft has an idea of what he wants 
to see out of the team this year. 
     “I would like to have a bit high-
er seed in districts, which means 
we need to be more consistent 
throughout the year. We can’t 
afford the two and three in-a-row 
losses that put us in a must win 
situation at the end of the year just 

to get into districts. 
     “Every game counts.” 
     Whitcraft hopes his players get 
to experience something special 
this season.
     “I want these players to ex-
perience some of the things that I 
have experienced at a high school 
level and beyond. I think that 
those memories are there for the 
taking, and to make that memory 
this year would be warranted, but 
not deserved, but earned.”

By
Zach Humphreys

Staff Writer

Baseball team looks to rebound after tough loss in playoffs last year

Avon Grove Boys 
Lacrosse 

Achievements
• 2013 Ches-Mont 

Champs, District 1 
Champs

• 2014 Ches-Mont 
Champs, District 
1 Champs, State       
Runner- up

• 2016 Ches-Mont 
Champs, District 1 
Runner-up 

• 2017 Ches-Mont 
Champs, District 1 
Runner up, State 
Champs

• 2018 Ches-Mont 
Champs, State      
Qualifiers
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Connor Shockley was crowned 
the 2019 Mr. Avon Grove pageant 
champion on March 20, after he 
defeated 6 other contestants. Dan 
Greenjack took second place. 
     “It was very surreal to win and 
I never thought it would be me re-
ceiving the crown after watching 
for four years in the audience. It 
is a lot of fun to do this. I love em-
barrassing myself in front of other 
people,” said Shockley who did 
some Irish dancing for his talent 
portion and came dressed as a 
cowboy for the formal wear. 
     Mr. Avon Grove is an annu-
al senior class fundraiser. It is a 
comedic competition where a 
bunch of senior guys compete to 
become Mr. Avon Grove. It is simi-
lar to Miss America, but with guys, 
and absolutely no seriousness 
whatsoever. 
     Shockley won two free prom 
tickets and Greenjack won a free 
tux from Formal Affairs in Newark, 
Delaware.            
      The pageant had a panel of 
three judges. Science teacher Mr. 
Tim Canby who “conspiracy theo-
ries say graduated with Sir Isaac 
Newton” according to Senior 
Class Treasurer Julia Engle. 
     Mr. Canby said, “It is a great 
honor to be able to judge the con-
testants.” This year is his final 
year before retirement after a very 
long career at Avon Grove High 
School. 
     Principal Scott DeShong was 
described as having “a great Ar-

chimedes death ray anytime you 
look at the top of his head.” 
     The last judge was math teach-
er Mr. Stephen Mazzola who was 
described as a “math nerd.”  
     Senior class officers Julia En-
gle, Bryanna Laws, and Devon 
Giacomini hosted the event. 
     The choreographers who cre-
ated and taught the contestants 
were seniors Julz Aumiller and  
Amanda Delgado. 
     They “turned all the boys from 
OK dancers into exceptional 
ones,” said Aumiller.
     “We had a lot of fun working 
with the boys. They were really 
funny and worked very hard to 
make the group dance a success. 
There are no words to describe 
the dance; it truly was unique,” 
said Delgado.  
     Carson Peck kicked off the 
formal wear and talent portions 
by coming out in a fake cheetah 
jacket and loose jeans which was 
late 1970s style. 
     Peck’s talent was acting as 
High School Musical character 
Troy Bolton, where he lipsank a 
song called “Bet On It.”  
     His imitation of Troy Bolton 
included spins and cartwheels. “I 
knew I wanted to lip sync and I 
had to make a last minute change 
but it came out better than the 
original,” said Peck.   
     The second contestant was 
Bryson Morgan. His formal wear 
was a Beatles style outfit with a 
green plaid jacket with a saxo-
phone. 
     Morgan’s talent was playing the 
recorder with very simple notes. 
The two songs he played were 

“Hot Cross Buns” and then the 
SpongeBob theme song. 
     “I have kept with the record-
er since fourth grade music and 
have thoroughly enjoyed it,” said 
Morgan.  The crowd loved it. Then 
he came out a second time and 
played a more challenging song. 
     The third contestant was Dan 
Greenjack. Dan’s formal wear was 
a green t-shirt and brown sweat-
pants with a fake beard to resem-
ble Scooby Doo star Shaggy.  
     Greenjack’s talent act was 
called Mr. Dunkaroo and fea-
tured four other contestants. He 
dressed as Buddy from Elf and 
Carson Peck was the coach. 
     Greenjack performed a series 
of dunks including an alley oop.
     The fourth contestant was Con-
nor Shockley. Connor’s formal 
wear was a farmer style white and 
blue plaid shirt and jeans with a 
straw hat. 
     Then Shockley came out for 
his talent performance dressed in 
a kilt. He described the dance as 
“traditional Irish dancing.”  
     The fifth contestant was Senior 
Class President Tyler Curtis. His 
formal wear was the TCHS Allied 
Health uniform which he used as 
a doctor’s outfit. 
     Curtis’ talent act was  juggling. 
He juggled items like oranges, 
tea towels, bananas, tennis balls, 
fake wine glasses, soccer balls, 
and glow sticks.
     The sixth contestant was Ian 
Huver who came out looking just 
like John Cena with the armbands 
and the trademark hat. 
     Huver’s  talent was the rap from 
the television show, The Office.  

Huver played regional manager 
Michael Scott and Bryson Morgan 
was Dwight Schrute. 
     The final contestant was John 
Hallam or “British John.” He kept 
it simple with jeans, a sweatshirt, 
and a winter coat. The outfit de-
scribed Hallam’s personality and 
style.
     Hallam’s talent was welcomed 
by a giant crowd yelling, “We want 
Hallam!” 
     His talent was reading an au-
tonomous sensory meridian re-
sponse story (ASMR) which is 
known for helping people relax 
and go to sleep. 

     After the talent portion, the 
group dance was performed. 
      Immediately after the dance, 
and for the first time in Mr. Avon 
Grove history, all of the guys start-
ed singing the Oscar award win-
ning song “Shallow”  from A Star 
is Born. 
     It was a tribute to judge and 
science teacher Mr. Timothy Can-
by, who is retiring at the end of the 
year. 

Note: If you would like to watch 
the entire show you can go to the 
AGtv page on the Avon Grove 
website. 

Connor Shockley wins Mr. Avon Grove 2019 
By

Kieran Franke
Staff Writer

CLASS OF 2019

Upcoming 
Events

Start of 
Spring Break 
April 15

AG Thon
April 5 at 8:00p.m. 
AGHS Gymnasium

End of 
Marking 
Period 3 
April 1
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Mrs. Mercer helps students during 
IE with their cermaics and mixed 
media projects. 

By
Jackie Graves

Special to The Herald

  -Courtesy of Lifetouch Photography and the Avon Grove Yearbook Club
Connor Shockley dressed like a cowboy for his formal wear.

Kara Mercer is just getting through 
her IE class, finishing up last min-
ute grades, and helping students 
with passes to other classes. 
Her hair is a little disheveled, her 
glasses constantly sliding along 
the bridge of her nose, but her 
smile and her eagerness to help 
students is something of value to 
all who enter her room. 
     Mercer´s motivation to help 
students came from a young age, 
“I´ve always wanted to be around 
people, and I found that teaching 
was a way to help others and in-
fluence people in a good way,” 
said Mercer. 
     Striving to do well in school 
when she was young, her own 
high school art history teacher 
impacted her decision to go forth 
with pursuing art as a major in 
college, where she was able to 
attend James Madison University. 
From there she taught at different 
schools and then landed at Avon 
Grove High School. 
     Her courses consist of Ad-
vanced Placement Art History, 
ceramics, and mixed media. 
Mercer´s  benefits of teaching 
come from her diverse skills of art 

through different mediums. 
     Her skills help her get through 
the day, teaching students and 
performing demonstrations for art 
purposes. 
     “I love working with kids, and 
seeing the positive aspect it 
brings,” Mercer gushes. 
     A day in her classroom usu-
ally starts out with any announce-
ments, Schoology updates or 
assignments, and then students 
bust out their art projects, immedi-
ately getting to work on them. 
     Perseverance is clearly seen 
throughout the room everyday. 
     Diligence is palpable in the 
room as students develop their 
artistic skills. 
     “Patience, work ethic in gener-
al, and multitasking is key to com-
pleting assignments for the cours-
es I teach,” Mercer explained. 
     While in the midst of teaching, 
Mrs. Mercer is always working 
hard to improve her classroom 
settings, always teaching, and do-
ing what she loves, teaching and 
helping students. 

Art teacher has a diverse 
set of skills

News Briefs
Shoot for the moon and into a prison
In Oklahoma, a woman was arrested after using a t-Shirt cannon to 
shoot various items including drugs and contraband over a prison fence 
according to the Associated Press. The incident occurred at North Fork 
Correctional Unit in Sayre, which is around 120 miles west of Okla-
homa City. Kerri Jo Hickman, the woman who was arrested for using 
the t-Shirt gun, attempted to shoot cellphones, earbuds, phone char-
gers, methamphetamine, digital scales, marijuana, and tobacco. She 
remains in jail due to introducing contraband into a penal institution.      
~By Matthew Sullivan

Kindness pays off
According to NPR, a man from New Jersey bought the winning lot-
tery ticket worth $273 million, but he wouldn’t have won without the 
kindness of a stranger. Mike Weirsky, who is unemployed and recently 
divorced, went to the QuickChek supermarket near the border of New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania and bought lottery tickets. Little did he know, 
he had the winning lottery ticket in his hand. After he bought the tick-
ets, he was distracted by his phone and left the tickets behind. “I put 
the tickets down, put my money away, did something with my phone 
and just walked away.” Weirsky went home and dug around the house 
looking for the tickets and then he returned to the supermarket and he 
was surprised to hear that a person found the tickets and turned them 
in to the cashier. After spending about $20 a week, he finally had the 
jackpot. “I’m just very thankful that there’s an honest person out there, 
because I figured it could be gone. “
~ By Zach Humphreys

The last Blockbuster on Earth is now located in Oregon
A Blockbuster located in a strip mall in Bend, Oregon is now the last 
Blockbuster on Earth according to AP News. This particular Blockbust-
er became the last location after a Blockbuster in Australia will close 
on March 31. The store has been opened since 2000. They’ve been 
sustained by donations from members of the community–whether it 
be old memorabilia, VHS tapes, DVDs, membership cards, and more. 
Employees of the store say that they see many different generations 
coming in to the store.
~ By Abby Osborne
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Coffee House 
March 29 at 7:00p.m.
AGHS Cafeteria


