
The Devil’s Herald
Avon Grove High School, West Grove, Pa. Friday, March 23, 2018 Volume 19 Issue 7

By
Meredith Haas

Staff Writer

SCHOOL SECURITY

 

Mr. Avon Grove was a culmina-
tion of “ooh’s, ahh’s,” screaming 
and laughing. Parents, families, 
and kids of all ages showed up 
to watch the senior boys show off 
their talent, wit, and their dance 
moves Thursday, March 8.
     The night began with an in-
troduction from the senior class 
officers, Gabby Pino, Grace 
Carr-Harkins, Adriannah Alpaugh, 
and Chelsea Lewin. Dressed 
in their gowns, they spoke with 
smiles from ear to ear while intro-
ducing every act.
     As the curtains opened and 
the ladies walked off the stage, 
the audience slowly saw the se-
nior boys who were in their senior 
shirts and jorts. The show kicked 
off with a group dance where the 
boys showed off their provocative 

moves and their muscular abili-
ties. 
     These outgoing boys included 
Ben James, Paul Voelker, Tommy 
D’Antonio, Jordan Howard, Eric 
Downs, Destin Murphy, Edwin 
Velasco, Austin Spangler, Jordan 
Hector, and Dylan Lapham. 
     All the boys seemed amped up 
and ready to win before the show 
began, though some were ner-
vous due to the lack of experience 
on stage.
     “The lights are bright, and it 
is a little scary, but we’re going to 
have fun, raise some money, and 
not mess up. If I mess up, I will 
win anyway,” said contestant Eric 
Downs before the show.
     Most of the contestants had 
a positive view on the night be-
fore they stepped on stage. There 
was a feeling of unity in how they 
thought the night would go.
     “Being able to work with a 
group of guys that you’ve been to-
gether with since you were little... 

It’s amazing that it all culminates 
in an event like this where you 
can be yourself and make every-
one laugh,” exclaimed the 2018 
Mr. Avon Grove, Ben James.
     The vibe that radiated through 
the whole performance was not 
one that was completely serious 
in nature, but of friendly compe-
tition among the peers on stage. 
James stated that there wasn’t 
much need for competition, and 
that everyone was working to 
help and support each other.
     Beginning with the group 
dance, the seniors danced their 
choreographed moves created 
by Emily Curry, Jules Aumiller 
and Amanda Delgado, then they 
moved into the formal wear por-
tion of the show.
     The boys strutted their stuff 
and made sure to show off all the 
best aspects of themselves.

SEE MR. AG PAGE 3
  

School safety has become a 
prominent issue in the United 
States, especially after the shoot-
ing in Parkland, Fla. on February 
14, 2018. Ever since this event, 
many students have questioned 
the laws in government and the 
safety in schools.  
     Some students voiced their 
concerns at a recent school board 
meeting and it has been a topic 
that has filled the principal’s inbox.
     This issue is something Mr. 
Deshong has encountered fre-
quently due to the heightened 
sensitivity to the shooting in Flor-
ida. 
     “I have never had more feed-
back about an issue than the is-
sue on safety right now, and it’s 
great,” Mr. DeShong said.
     He and many other administra-
tive workers are doing their best 
to enhance the system of security 
set in place. Those tasked with 
keeping AG safe like Mr. Coyle 
have seen the evolution in the se-
curity system already set in place.
     “It is tough to watch every 
person going in and out, but we 
try very hard to watch everyone. 
We make sure we are watching 
who is coming in and out at cer-
tain times,” said Avon Grove High 
School greeter Mr. Coyle.
     Every door in the school is 
locked when school is in session, 
and the lobby doors are the only 
ones accessible to personnel. 
The only people who can come in 
are the ones who are buzzed in. 
     The trouble with doors and ac-
cessibility is the question of where 
does it stop? 

SEE MEMORIAL PAGE 2

                                        - Photo by Meredith Haas
Mr. Avon Grove, Ben James, accepts his crown with contestants on stage.

Students 
honor 
lives lost

Schools 
strive for 
safety in 
today’s 
world

Reports of school shootings are 
becoming more and more com-
mon in the news now, with more 
than a dozen since the beginning 
of this year, and it’s only March.
    In 1999, the shooting at Col-
umbine High School in Colorado 
became one of the first modern 
school shootings to affect Ameri-
ca.
    In 2012, the shooting at San-
dy Hook Elementary School in 
Connecticut shocked America. At 
the time it was a hard concept to 
grasp, that a gunman would take 
the lives of young children.
     Our society has become in-
creasingly desensitized to them, 
even skimming over the reports, 
which may be buried under many 
other issues that seem to become 
more and more pressing.
    Then came the shooting in 
Parkland, Fla. For some reason, 
something in this case seemed to 
be different. It again shocked and 
grabbed the attention of Ameri-
cans everywhere, and it stayed 
in the news for weeks, far longer 
than other school shootings.
    Many Florida high schoolers 
were allowed to speak for them-
selves and on behalf of all other 
victims of school violence.
    So, in light of the many recent 
occurrences of school violence, 
Avon Grove and numerous other 
schools across the country are left

SEE SAFETY PAGE 2
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                                        - Photo by Meredith Haas
Several students sat on the floor, while others stood against the walls and in the halls to honor the lives lost in the 
Parkland, Fla. school shooting. Students who sat, got up every minute to say one victim’s name over the public address 
system.

                                        - Photo by Meredith Haas
Mr. Coyle and Mr. Wolfe sit at their new security desk. They are able to look at every camera’s feed in the school on 
their computers. An Avon Grove student can be seen getting buzzed into the school building.
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The girls swim team had a tough act to fol-
low after winning the state championship 
last year.  This season, they came close to 
matching that same accomplishment. 
     The girls went their fourth year-in-a-row 
as undefeated Ches-Mont champs, placed 
second at the District 1 Championship, and 
second at the PIAA State Championship. 
     “Being undefeated for 38 meets in a 
row is incredible,” said sophomore Sydney 
Paglia. 
     Swimming may be an individual sport, 
but these girls prove that each swimmer’s 
contribution makes for a successful sea-
son. 
     The girls started the season on a three 
year streak of never losing a dual meet in 
the Ches-Mont League, and as reigning 
state champions, they had a huge reputa-
tion to uphold. 
     They showed up at Lincoln Universi-
ty and other local pools ready to win and 
with the support of families, coaches, and 
teammates they extended that streak to 
four years. 
     On March 3 and 4, the district team 
raced hard in the pool at LaSalle University. 
The high energy in and out of the pool re-
sulted in the girls placing second, beating 
Upper Dublin by 2 points.    
      Highlight races and state qualifying rac-
es included Clare McGovern’s sixth place 
finish in the 500 freestyle alongside team-
mate Izzy Paoletti who placed third in the 
500 freestyle. 
     Olivia Paoletti finished strong in the 200 

individual medley (IM) placing sec-
ond with Rabea Pfaff placing fifth. 
Following this event, Sydney Paglia 
swam a sixth place finish in the 100 
butterfly. 
     The goal of districts was to get 
enough races to qualify for states 
and they succeeded; seven girls 
headed to Bucknell University 
for states in relays and individual 
events. 
      Two weeks after districts, the 
girls arrived at Bucknell University 
on March 14 and 15, ready to swim 
fast at the state championship. 
     The AG girls started the finals 
with a silver medal in the 200 med-
ley relay, swum by Sam Paglia, Oliv-
ia Paoletti, Sydney Paglia, and Izzy 
Paoletti. 
     The rest of the night was a thrill 
as Olivia Paoletti snatched the gold 
in the 200 IM. 
     Other top 10 races included Izzy 
Paoletti’s 200 freestyle, Sydney 
Paglia’s 100 butterfly, Rabea Pfaffs 
200 IM, and the girls 200 freestyle 
relay swum by Rabea Pfaff, Clare 
McGovern, Aley Savory, and Syd-
ney Paglia. 
     In the 500 freestyle, senior Clare 
McGovern finished in 13th and 
teammate Izzy Paoletti won the 
silver medal. In the next event that 
night, Sydney Paglia placed fourth 
in the 100 backstroke. 
     With 2 events left in the meet, the girls 
finished strong as Rabea Pfaff placed third 
in the 100 breaststroke, and Olivia Paolet-
ti grabbed gold in her second individual 

event. 
     The final race was the 400 freestyle re-
lay swum by Aley Savory, Rabea Pfaff, Ol-
ivia Paoletti, and Izzy Paoletti and the Lady 

Devils finished in fourth. 
     Overall, the girls finished second in the 
state of Pennsylvania, as North Penn High 
School won the championship. 

Girls swim team places second in the state 
By

Stephanie Paglia
Staff Writer 

                                                                                  - Photo courtesy of Kelly Burk
Rabea Pfaff, Aley Savory, Clare McGovern, Sam Paglia, Olivia Paoletti, Izzy Paoletti, and Sydney Paglia 
represented Avon Grove and finished second at the PIAA State Championship at Bucknell University.
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     A fence was constructed with 
gates to protect the 700 wing por-
tables in 2014.  The gates only 
allow staff members who have a 
special key fob to enter.
      Mrs. Wimer, a ninth grade En-
glish teacher, recognizes that the 
portables are not as secure as the 
rest of the building.
     “I think it depends on the situa-
tion, with how safe we are versus 
everyone else,” Mrs. Wimer said.
     Accessibility is an issue with 
who can get in and out of the 
building, even if there are gates 
between the roads and the porta-
bles. 
     “We as teachers try to make 
sure that the doors are locked and 
the gates are closed. It is comfort-
ing to know that this system is be-
ing enhanced as well,” said Mrs. 
Wimer.

     Metal detectors are in schools 
these days, but can they solve 
the problem of gun violence, and 
would they help?
     Mr. DeShong has spoken 
with advisors on the imposition 
of metal detectors, but they don’t 
see where the solution would be. 
Their thought is, where does the 
metal detection stop?
     There is only one simple way to 
put it: there’s no perfect algorithm 
that would allow metal detection 
through the whole school. Mr. 
DeShong notes that the security 
cameras are the best bet for Avon 
Grove, and they are looking at en-
hancing the systems soon.
     Through all of the talk of pre-
vention and safety came the top-
ic of how to help. Mr. DeShong 
strongly imposes the fact that we 
as individuals simply need to be 
kind to each other in this school 

setting.
     “We do our best to get our kids 
invested in something meaning-
ful and positive at school. Those 
personal relationships will always 
remain vital,” Mr. DeShong men-
tioned.
     Mrs. Wimer is another faculty 
member who has seen the morale 
of students at Avon Grove, and 
she appreciates the kind of kids 
that walk through the doors on a 
daily basis.
       “I have worked in other 
schools, and I think we really do 
have a great group of kids. I feel 
safe as a community and I feel 
that we are all very aware of oth-
ers around us who may be deal-
ing with troubling things.”
     Honing in on the people who 
may be going through a tough 
time is another way of keeping 
everyone safe and happy in the 

environment. 
     “I have good relationships with 
a lot of kids here. I think it is im-
portant to know what is going on 
with them outside of these walls, 
which is what goes along with the 
job,” said Coyle.
     “I know what my job is. I can 
guarantee you that if anyone 
came in to harm these students, 
I would protect them. I hope that 
day never comes, but I want kids 
to know I’ll protect them.”
     This protection is a good thing 
to have, but a community that is 
in agreement on a topic is some-
thing that brings many together. 
This was seen on March 14, as 
students led a memorial, one 
week after the Parkland shooting.
     Students at Avon Grove High 
School had the option to walk out 
of class for a 17-minute moment 
of silence. This was a time put 

aside on a busy Wednesday for 
students to recognize the loss of 
life at Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School, and to emphasize 
the importance of community.
    Students and teachers who 
gathered in center court and hall-
ways were quiet and respectful 
while the air was heavy as each 
victim’s name was read aloud the 
public address system.
     “I was really impressed with the 
amount of students who showed 
respect. It was silent, and exactly 
what we hoped it would be. Every-
one took the 17 minutes to reflect 
on why we do not want this hap-
pening ever again,” senior class 
president Grace Carr-Harkins 
said.

SAFETY FROM PAGE 1
 wondering, what if something like 
this were to happen to us, and are 
we safe?
    The Avon Grove School District 
has been aware of the importance 
of school safety for some time. 
Principals, staff, and even stu-
dents are doing everything in their 
power to keep the school and the 
community safe. And while Park-
land is unfortunately not the first 
school shooting, it is one of the 
most prominent and has prompt-
ed extra security measures.
     Doors that used to be open 
for at least part of the day, like the 
door by the loading dock, and are 
not regularly needed, have been 
locked. The district is now looking 
into further security measures for 
all exterior doors, and to upgrade 
the current systems.
    The inside of the building is 
staffed by two full-time security 
personnel. Anyone who wishes 
to enter the building during the 

school day must first pass secu-
rity. The school is setup so that in 
order to enter the building, a visi-
tor has to ring an outside bell and 
wait for the doors to be unlocked. 
     They will then receive a brief 
background check, confirming 
the lack of dangerous criminal 
records, before being allowed to 
continue into the school.
    Administration at Avon Grove 
has acknowledged potential prob-
lems with this system and is work-
ing to potentially develop some-
thing safer. 
     One possibility is a check-in 
widow in the vestibule that would 
allow the background checks to 
take place before a visitor enters 
the school.
    Metal detectors have been dis-
cussed for the high school, but the 
conclusion has been indefinitely 
reached that although the metal 
detectors would work well by the 
front doors, where they would 
most likely be placed, they would 

not be able to cover the extent of 
the doors students enter. 
     In one of the most recent school 
shootings in Alabama, a girl’s life 
was taken by a classmate who 
had brought in a gun even though 
metal detectors had been in place 
at the school.
    Avon Grove High School also 
has a strong connection with the 
state police. The high school is 
assisted by the Pennsylvania 
State Police out of the Avondale 
Barracks. 
     Administrators are able to 
quickly communicate with police 
at any time and talk about any 
concerns or events on a weekly 
basis.
    Feedback from the students 
is also something that adminis-
trators consider. The principals 
throughout the school district 
have recently been making an ef-
fort to be more accessible to the 
students to answer questions and 
talk about concerns. 

     Students have had conversa-
tions with principals in the school 
about their ideas on school safe-
ty, one suggesting students wear 
name badges much like teachers 
are required to do.
       In addition, some students 
have been invited to a conference 
in West Chester to further discuss 
their concerns.
    Mr. DeShong believes that the 
“best way to keep each other safe 
and comfortable is to have good 
relationships,” and that “personal 
relationships are always going to 
be vitally important.” 
     Administration and staff have 
also been working closely with the 
guidance department to address 
any concerns outside of their 
comfort zone.
     Principals and guidance coun-
selors at Avon Grove are ac-
knowledging that mental illness 
is a growing issue, and are con-
tinually searching for new ways to 
help any students who may be in 

need of further or more extensive 
help. 
     They have been observing 
other schools in the area and are 
partly using them to find better 
solutions to current or growing 
problems.
     Mr. DeShong sees this time as 
an opportunity.
   “It is an issue that has unfortu-
nately impacted your high school 
experience,” said Mr. DeShong, 
“but it may be opportunity for high 
school students now to leave a 
legacy different from any other 
generation.”
    Mr. DeShong, after each event 
of school violence, notices a 
change, a sort of increased sen-
sitivity, in every one associated to 
the school, parents included. He 
has received some of the most 
communication in the nearly three 
years he has worked as the prin-
cipal of Avon Grove High School.

Students take 17 minutes to remember

Avon Grove updates school security 

Defending state champions dominate the pool
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Students prepare for 
AP Exams

By
Brendan Thomas

Staff Writer
In May, high school students in Avon Grove 
and throughout the country will sit down to 
take the AP exams. That leaves less than 
two months to study for the exams.
     AP classes are meant to challenge stu-
dents and prepare them for college courses, 
and the AP exams are similarly difficult. Tak-
ing the exams can be intimidating, but with 
the right preparation students can go into 
the testing room confident and ready.
     When studying for an exam, it is benefi-
cial to have old notes, tests and quizzes to 
look over, but it is also helpful to utilize the 
many resources that are available online. 
On the College Board website, students can 
analyze student responses to free-response 
questions on past exams, find studying tips, 
and take practice exams.
     “Test and retest,” said Mrs. Moschetto, 
who teaches AP World History and AP Psy-
chology. “Learn by getting things wrong. 
Testing gives you a better idea of what to 
focus on and gives you a chance to practice 
your writing skills.”
     The Princeton Review, which offers test 
preparation services, recommends begin-
ning with older material and working up to 
the newest. 
     Though knowing material is, of course, 
imperative, understanding how to structure 
answers to free-response questions is cru-
cial as well. Looking over student responses 
to free-response questions on the College 
Board website can be useful in this regard.
     The last 24 hours before a test can have 

profound effects on performance as well. 
The BBC says studies show students who 
get a healthy amount of sleep (at least nine 
hours for teenagers) before an exam get 
better grades than students who do not. 
     The BBC also says that students who eat 
a good breakfast before the exams typically 
perform better than students who do not. 
     A good test-day breakfast should include 
foods with slow-release carbohydrates, 
such as oats, and foods high in protein, 
such as yogurt and eggs.
     While the AP exams are difficult and can 
be stressful and nerve-racking, good prepa-
ration and studying techniques can drasti-
cally increase the odds of success.

By
Ashley Murphy

Staff Writer
Delaware County Community College of-
fers college courses to AGHS junior and 
senior students, giving them insight into 
the college experience while they are still 
in high school.
     Dual enrollment is when high school 
students attend classes at AGHS for half 
the day and Delaware County Community 
College for half of the day.
     They get credit for their classes at 
DCCC and can transfer those credits into 
the college they attend after high school.
     There are many benefits to students 
participating in dual enrollment including 
college credits for reduced prices, more 
flexibility in their schedules, and getting 
exposure to the college experience.
     “I learned about dual enrollment from 
Mrs. Lubins,” explained senior Meredith 
Haas. “I was worried about the financial 
burden that college would be.”
     Courses offered at dual enrollment 
cost about $300 where the same 3 credit 
course at West Chester University costs 
$937.50.
      Many students worry if their credits 
in their dual enrollment courses will not 
transfer into the college of their choice af-
ter graduating AGHS.
     “Taking AP classes is a guessing game. 
If you don’t get a specific score on the 
exam at the end of the year the credit will 
not transfer into colleges. With dual enroll-
ment, as long as you pass the class the 
credit will transfer,” Evelyn Navarro, the 

Assistant Director for Dual Enrollment and 
High School Initiatives at Delaware Coun-
ty Community College, shared at the Dual 
Enrollment Information Night on March 13 
held at Avon Grove High School.
     There are so many different courses 
offered, but it is mostly your basic general 
education courses that you would look for 
in an associate’s degree.
      Haas shared that dual enrollment helps 
high school students prioritize time and 
prepares them for college. The classes, 
the pace, the exams, the professors have 
all helped her get acclimated to the col-
lege experience without being completely 
immersed in it yet.
     “It gave me a real feel as to the pace 
classes will be taken in college. In my ex-
perience, AP classes haven’t given me 
that,” said senior Jess Sides, who also 
takes dual enrollment courses. “Person-
ally, I have had a really wonderful experi-
ence and I’m so glad I chose dual enroll-
ment. I definitely feel prepared for college 
now. It has been a helpful transition from 
high school to college.”
     The Delaware County Community Col-
lege website advises that earning college 
credits in high school stands out on a col-
lege application, “It not only shows that 
you are a dedicated, committed student, 
but it also proves that you are ready to 
succeed at a college level.”
     About 100 students from Avon Grove 
are participating in dual enrollment. It now 
has juniors and seniors involved in the 
program, for the first time this school year. 
In previous years it has only been open to 
seniors.

James wins 12th annual men’s pageant
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     Moving onto the talent portion 
of the show, the vocal cords on 
stage were vibrating very loud 
with songs from the early 2000s, 
one hit wonders, one foreign 
song, a rap, a princess song, and 
some Fresh Prince was thrown in 
as well. 
     Ben James dressed up as Prin-
cess Ariel and sang a song from 
The Little Mermaid to impress the 
judges.
       Comical sketches and danc-
es were also performed.  Dylan 

Lapham recreated 
a scene from Aus-
tin Powers, Edwin 
Velasco remade a 
scene from Key and 
Peele that has been 
seen all over social 
media, and Eric 
Downs danced the 
infamous moves 
from the movie, Na-
poleon Dynamite.
     After the talent 
portion came the 
interviews where 
the judges, Mr. Kyle 
Christy, Mr. Scott 
DeShong, Mr. Mitch 
Masucci, and Mr. 
Matthew Ricketts, 
asked a multitude 
of questions.
     Each senior con-
testant was asked two questions, 
one that they chose and the infa-
mous question of  “Why should 
you be Mr. Avon Grove?”  
     After the interview came the 
coronation that tugged on every-
one’s heartstrings. The seniors 
competing to be Mr. Avon Grove 
were on stage one last time.
     They had the same smiles 
and sense of unity as from the 
beginning, but now one would be 
crowned a winner receiving two 
free prom tickets.
        To end the night, the boys 
on stage were presented with 
their awards after being judged 
and voted on by their peers and 
teachers.
     Ben James was the winner 

for the night who was more than 
humble when he received his 
award. He graciously thanked ev-
eryone who was apart of putting 
Mr. Avon Grove together.
     “I think everyone out here de-
serves a crown. It’s amazing and 
I hope that others want to do this 
when they come into high school. 
It’s so amazing. Thank you to ev-
eryone who came out and sup-
ported us,” James said.
      The MC’s of the night had 
some things to say as well.
      “Being an MC was really fun, 
and I liked working with all of the 
guys. I won’t lie though, I’m kind 
of happy it is over because I won’t 
have to be at the school until 
10:00p.m. anymore,” said senior 
class president Grace Carr-Har-

kins.
     “They were all really fun to 
work with and I’d do it again,”  se-
nior class communications officer 
Chelsea Lewin said.
     The MC’s were a large part 
of the production other than sim-
ply speaking between acts and at 
intermission. They were respon-
sible for finding sponsors to help 
support the event.
     Sponsors included Perkins, 
Giant, Salon by Dominic, Twelves 
Grill and Cafe, Brother’s Pizza 
and Restaurant, Sake Hana, and 
Blown Away Blow Dry Bar and 
Salon. 
     The MC’s were on top of every-
thing from beginning to end while 
working hard with everyone else 
involved.

     This involvement and commit-
ment took time and much effort. 
Ms. Rurode helped to lead this 
event.
     “We started back in January, 
and the senior class officers start-
ed getting sponsorships the week 
after winter break. The I/E periods 
were used for the guys to get their 
dances together ever since the 
fourth cycle,” Ms. Rurode said.
         Through the months of prepa-
ration, one night brought a crowd 
of people together to support the 
senior class. 
     This preparation did not come 
from just one person, but many.

                                                                                  - Photo by Meredith Haas
The Mr. Avon Grove contestants thanked their dance choreographers: Jules Aumiller, Amanda Delgado, and Emily Curry.

DUAL ENROLLMENT

STUDY THE OLDEST MATERIAL AND 
WORK UP TO THE NEWEST

UTILIZE ONLINE RESOURCES LIKE THE 
COLLEGE BOARD WEBSITE WHICH HAS 

PLENTY OF MATERIALS

UNDERSTAND THE FORMAT OF THE     
EXAM TO EASE ANXIETY ON EXAM DAY

 
TAKE PRACTICE TESTS TO IMPROVE 

WRITING SKILLS AND DISCOVER 
STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES

GET NINE HOURS OF SLEEP THE NIGHT 
BEFORE THE EXAM AND EAT A HEALTHY 

BREAKFAST ON EXAM DAY

PREPARING FOR   
THE AP EXAMS

From Chichester 
to Avon Grove

By
Anton Bilski

Editor
Mr. Avon Grove was the brain-
child of former assistant prin-
cipal Mr. Matsanka. At his old 
school, Chichester High School 
in Boothwyn, Pa., there was a Mr. 
Chichester which helped raise 
money for the senior class, ac-
cording to Mr. Martelli who was 
the senior class advisor in 2006. 
   When Mr. Matsanka transferred 
to Avon Grove, he also brought 
along the idea of a “Mr. Avon 
Grove,” to help raise money for 
the senior class and reduce prom 
ticket prices. 
     During the first Mr. Avon Grove, 
there were a total of eight partic-
ipants. The first show put on a 
choreography and an opening 
dance number, an opening mono-
logue, as well as a three judge 
panel, according to Mr. Martelli.

Upcoming 
Events

Mary Poppins
Musical
April 20, 21, 27, 28
AGHS auditorium

AG THON
April 6, 8:00p.m. - 
April 7, 5:00a.m.
AGHS gymnasium

Marking 
Period 3 Ends
April 10

Spring Break
March 26-30


