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MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY

Every issue Martin Luther King, 
Jr. pushed and fought for was 
multifaceted. He spoke in nuance 
and treated every issue–whether 
it was voting rights, employment 
opportunities, etc.–with complex-
ity, knowing that these subjects 
affected the everyday lives of Af-
rican-Americans and should be 
treated with immense care. 
    His fight for education was no 
different. 
    Desegregation of schools was 
Dr. King’s primary fight, but he 
was concerned with the type of 
education students would receive 
as well.
    To Martin Luther King, Jr., edu-
cation wasn’t just supposed to be 
for building intelligence. 
    “It seems to me that education 
has a two-fold function to perform 
in the life of man and in society: 
the one is utility and the other is 
culture,” said King in an article he 
wrote for Morehouse College, a 
historically black college (HBCU). 
    In this article he wrote, entitled 
“The Purpose of Education,” he 
stressed that education wasn’t 
supposed to be about just throw-
ing information at students and 
expecting them to regurgitate it 

back. 
     Education was not just about 
intelligence–“intelligence isn’t 
enough”–but it’s about “intelli-
gence plus character.” Dr. King 
thought “the most dangerous 
criminal may be the man gifted 
with reason, but with no morals.”
    At Avon Grove High School, 
they’re trying to encapsulate that 
very ideal.
    “One of the things that we’ve 
really started to pay more atten-
tion to here is [that] social-emo-
tional piece that is character and 
talking about what opportunities 
we’re giving in class to share 
their voice and their opinions on 
different things,” said Avon Grove 
High School principal Mr. Scott 
DeShong. 
    DeShong emphasized that 
character “has to be a part of ev-
erything we do.” He mentioned 
that this is something the district 
tries to implement in students 
from the first time they enter the 
school district which can mean 
anything from actual lessons to 
extracurriculars like Girl Scouts or 
Boy Scouts. 
     Additionally, the school itself 
has brought in a consultant that’s 
helping develop skills like “listen-
ing, responsibility, [and] commu-
nication.”

SEE MLK PAGE 2

Intelligence plus 
character
MLK pushed for more 
than just desegregation, 
so how have schools 
today furthered his goal of 
a more well-rounded 
education?

Money. Everybody wants and 
needs it. But how do you get it 
when you are just in high school? 
     Well, it’s really not a secret. You 
have to get a job. 
     For students, having a job or 
not is a very debatable topic. It 
seems that every concept of it has 
both ups and downs. 
     Most people agree that hav-
ing a job is an experience that 
can help students and give them 
an advantage 
when pursuing 
a career when 
they are older. 
     “Part-time 
jobs are one of 
the surest ways 
to teach kids 
important job 
skills. Learning 
early how to bal-
ance school and 
work may help 
kids balance 
competing com-
mitments later 
on,” according 
to an article entitled, “Teens in the 
Workforce.”
     Along with this, it has been said 
that students develop a sense of 
responsibility, maturity, and pro-
fessionalism, along with staying 
out of trouble. 
      But, there is no real evidence 
that proves these skills were de-
veloped from having a job specif-
ically. 
     Instead, “a number of studies 
have found that high school stu-
dents with jobs...are more likely 
to get into various forms of trou-
ble than their nonworking peers,” 
according to the article, “Teens in 
the Workforce.”
     The main debate for having a 

job is how it will affect a student’s 
education. In general, it will have 
either a negative or no affect, de-
pending on the job’s situation that 
the student is in. 
     Even though having a job could 
save money for college or give 
the students skills that they can 
successfully use in school, there 
seems to be more negative ef-
fects than positive ones. 
     One of these is students will 
have less time for homework and 
studying for any future tests or 
quizzes. 
     Other studies have found that 

the connection between work 
hours and the amount of time stu-
dents spend doing homework is 
not evident.
     Sophomore Karly Wilson, a 
waitress at Casa Italia, describes 
what having a job is like for her. 
     Wilson got her job to earn mon-
ey and works 3 ½ to 5 ½ hours a 
day, one or two days a week. 
     “I get more stressed at school, 
backed up on homework, and 
can’t hang out with people as 
much,” said Wilson when asked 
how having a job affects her life. 
     Wilson described that she 
“hates how much time it takes up, 
but loves how nice everyone is.” 
     Although she does say it has 
benefits, Wilson acknowledged 

that she would not recommend 
students to get a job because it 
just takes up too much time. 
     To really compare how students 
act at school and their job, I went 
with a friend and sophomore, 
Lauren Miller, to experience what 
its like to have one of our good 
friends be our waitress. 
     “It was a weird experience to 
have my friend wait on me but it 
was still really fun to see her be 
so professional,” said Miller after 
having lunch at the restaurant.
     Wilson was able to put her 
job above the fact that we were 

friends and suc-
ceeded in being a 
great waitress. 
     Most students 
can agree that a 
huge advantage 
of having a job is 
earning money, 
like senior Jack 
Reilly, who talks 
about what it is 
like not having a 
job. 
     “I am interest-
ed in getting a job 
for the extra cash 

and ability to save, but I haven’t 
gotten any interviews after apply-
ing,” Reilly said. 
     It was quite interesting to find 
that the student with a job had a 
more negative take on it than the 
person who does not. It shows 
that having a job has huge advan-
tages, but is more useful for a stu-
dent who can balance their time 
and handle the stress of going to 
school and work. 
     So, to all the students of Avon 
Grove and beyond, just like with 
almost everything else you may 
choose to do, do not get a job un-
less you know you can handle it. 

STUDENT LIFE 

CLUBS

 The big event that eSports had 
been growing towards came on 
January 10, 2020, the Super 
Smash Brothers tournament. 
Avon Grove’s top ten players 
competed against Garnet Valley.
     The players all pick a main, the 
character they regularly play with. 
“I main Peach, so that’s who I 
practice matchups with to get bet-
ter in fundamentals,” said Stearn. 
The players practice together to 
prepare for the big day.
    Though AG players often prac-
tice against each other, the com-
petition does not create hard 
feelings. “We’re definitely friends, 
and we talk and have fun,” Stearn 
said.
     On the day itself, spectators 
filter into the auditorium where 
the game is projected onto a big 
screen. Loud music is played over 
the speakers, and the players be-
gin to practice.

    Tensions rose 
as the Garnet 
Valley players 
enter, and the 
games began. 
Each team got 
30 lives, three 
per player, and 
they face off.
    Student com-
mentators and 
live streamers re-
corded the event. 
The commenta-
tors gave a play-
by-play of what 
happened in the game, as well as 
defining some “gamer vocab,” for 
the non-gamers. Terms like SD 
(self destruct), stock (a life), and 
GG (good game) were defined for 
the audience.
     The audience participated by 
suggesting more vocab and inter-
acting with the commentators.
     The players go by their 
gamertags, or their in-game 
names.
     Stearn, now Wisteria, is the first 

player in the game, who manages 
to defeat her first opponent, and 
took one stock off of her second 
opponent before being defeated.
      The game continued as en-
ergy remained high. Avon Grove 
maintained a slight lead, but the 
competition is pretty even. They 
continued back and forth be-
tween them as the players cycled 
through.
     One of AG’s players, Lurxx, 
defeated an opponent after only 
taking 77% damage, which is an 

extremely low 
amount, but end-
ed up losing to 
Garnet Valley’s 
last player, V.
     V had won 
Garnet Valley a 
few tournaments 
in the past, and 
was a force to be 
reckoned with.
     V then easi-
ly destroyed two 
more of Red Dev-
ils, both in only a 
few minutes. Be-

fore losing to V though, one of the 
players, Kira, was able to bring V 
down one stock. 
     In the end, it came down to 
AG’s last player versus GV’s last 
player. C3 versus V. 
     C3 took one of V’s stock, but 
then quickly lost one of his own. 
In the end, AG snagged the vic-
tory, and the crowd erupted into 
cheers.
     The players ran to greet their 
friends, excitement was high as 

hugs were exchanged. 
     The Garnet Valley team captain 
later approached the AG team to 
congratulate them, a genuine 
smile gracing his face. A friendly 
relationship was maintained be-
tween the two schools, despite 
the tense match.
     Garnet Valley hopes to host 
Avon Grove one day.
     After the tournament, Stearn 
decided she would “definitely” do 
another.
     “Honestly, it was really fun, and 
the environment there wasn’t real-
ly toxic, which was awesome, but 
it was one of the most nerve-rack-
ing things I’ve ever done,” she 
said.
     The club and its members 
strongly encourage new members 
to join if it interests them. 
     “Come on down and just vibe,” 
said Tucci.
    “Those tournaments were hype 
so you should definitely go to the 
next one,” urged Stearn.

AG smashes Garnet Valley in eSports

More time or more 
money?

By
Lucin Milestone

Staff Writer

By
Abby Osborne
Senior Editor

By
Natalie Kelmelis 

Staff Writer
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Avon Grove (right) defeats Garnet Valley (left) narrowly by two stock.

  
“Part-time jobs are one of the 

surest ways to teach kids important 
job skills. Learning early how to 

balance school and work may help 
kids balance competing 
commitments later on.”
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Homework isn’t benefitting students as 
much as you might think
School is a crucial aspect of chil-
dren’s lives. While school is an 
important part of a child’s life, it’s 
also important that the child takes 
a break from their education once 
in a while. 
     Multiple studies have found 
that most students are getting too 
much homework, leading to sleep 
deprivation, unhealthy levels of 
stress, as well as other related 
health problems. While it start-
ed out as giving students a little 
assignment to practice at home 
to help them in the classroom, 
homework, and the amount given, 
has gotten way out of hand. 
     According to studies done by 
the National Center for Biotech-
nology Information, the homework 
that students are given nowadays 
is unhealthy, just becoming a bur-

den and leading to an unneces-
sary amount of stress. 
     The stress of having to com-
plete homework every night can 
affect the student’s performance 
at school. Students need to learn 
in school, but they also need to 
be able to spend time exploring 
other things outside of school, 
like spending time with friends 
and family, travel, and try different 
activities to see what they’re inter-
ested in. 
     “We don’t learn much in class.
We have to do all of the work at 
home,” said sophomore Lauren 
Kim. 
     And Kim isn’t the only one who 
thinks this. 
     “I have to do all of the work 
at home. It just makes us get less 
sleep and have more stress,” said 
sophomore Alex Miller. 
     High school students today get 
way too much homework that just 

consumes needed free time. Stu-
dents wake up extremely early, 
go to school, and most have ex-
tracurricular activities that go until 
later in the evening. 
     The need to finish a bunch of 
assignments doesn’t benefit them 
at all. This just leads to them not 
getting enough sleep at night, 
which in the long run negatively 
affects their education. 
     In 2013, research conducted at 
Stanford University found that stu-
dents who spend too much time 
on homework experience more 
stress, physical health problems, 
a lack of balance in their lives, and 
an alienation from society.
     If we want students to achieve 
their goals, learn more, and want 
to engage in learning, we need to 
either get rid of homework, or se-
riously decrease the amount that 
is given to our students. 

By
Lily Purifoy
Staff Writer

Desegregation isn’t 
enough

Opinion Opinion content in The Devil’s Herald expresses the singular view of the writer.  
The Devil’s Herald invites letters to the editor.  

Please email Mr. Gregory (rgregory@avongrove.org).

- Photo by Lily Purifoy
Greta Schroder stresses over English homework.

News Briefs
Police responds to parrot cries
According to the Associated Press, in Lake Worth Beach, Florida, po-
lice received a call from a concerned neighbor stating that they heard 
a scream, “Let me out!” The victim was inside a house with a man re-
pairing a car in the driveway. He was questioned and showed the police 
that the noise was a forty-year old parrot named Rambo. The police 
burst out laughing and the man told the officers that Rambo was taught 
to scream when he wanted to be let out of his cage. 
~By Anna Ashcraft

Man allegedly robs Philadelphia pharmacy for sick child
According to CNN, a man allegedly robbed a pharmacy after flashing a 
note that said, “Give me all the money. I’m sorry, I have a sick child. You 
have 15 seconds.” The clerk put an undetermined amount of money in 
a bag for the suspect. The suspect then put the bag in his pocket and 
left on foot. The man never showed the clerk a weapon, though he did 
reach into his pocket after showing the clerk his note. Police have not 
yet identified the suspect though his description is a black man between 
30 and 40 years old. He is said to be a bit under 6 feet tall, and suppos-
edly has facial hair.
 ~By Natalie Kelmelis

Florida mom gives birth to two sets of twin boys in 2019
In West Palm Beach, Florida, doctors told a Florida woman that she 
has a better chance of winning the lottery than of giving birth to two 
sets of twins in the same year. According to the Associated Press, 
Alexzandria Wolliston gave birth to Mark and Malakhi in March and 
Kaylen and Keleb in December. Two months after the first set of twins, 
she learned about the second set. They were born in West Palm 
Beach on December 27.  Wolliston said Kaleb was dismissed from the 
hospital on Monday and she’s hoping to bring Kaylen home soon.   
~ By Naomi Partridge

Psychic woman claims child to be possessed, scams her mom of 
$70K
According to the Associated Press, a 37-year-old woman by the name 
of Tracy Milanovich has been charged with obtaining property by trick, 
along with larceny and witness intimidation. Milanovich told the women 
her 10-year old daughter was possessed by a demon, and she would 
need large sums of money in order to rid the demon from her child’s 
body. Milanovich was a tarot card and palm reader before she was 
reported and arrested on December 27. 
~By Eliza Flanigan

High school students spend their holiday break building a toilet 
paper pyramid
In 16 hours over the holiday break, a group of students built a toilet 
paper pyramid with 27,434 rolls of toilet paper. Their goal was to be 
noticed by the Guiness Book of World Records. They’re also selling 
the toilet paper as a fundraiser for the 20-member robotics team. High 
school senior Maxton Herst got the idea three years ago after seeing a 
similar pyramid on Youtube. The students had to disassemble the pyr-
amid after taking pictures of their masterpiece. The rolls were stacked 
January 6 into a 16-foot pyramid inside Midland Counties Bullock Creek 
High School by a school robotics team hoping to set a world record and 
raise money for the team in the process, according to MLive.com. 
~By Lily Purifoy

MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY

        
MLK FROM PAGE 1
     Mrs. Gretchen Young, a history 
teacher and the chair of the his-
tory department at AGHS, agreed 
with his sentiment.
     “I think we have a lot of groups 
and organizations and clubs that 
are trying to teach character. We 
have a lot of organizations like 
the National Honors Society, the 
Humanitarian Club, and the Can-
cer Society that their main goal is 
service. I think any time a student 
can put their time into service, it is 
teaching them character.”
     She also added that for her 
“teaching character is about mod-
eling character for my students 
and making sure they understand 
the consequences of their behav-
ior, or the consequences of their 
choices, at any given moment.”
   But teaching character isn’t the 
only issue when it comes to race 
and education. Dr. King wanted 
students to have equal access to 
education, which relies on more 
than just desegregation. 
    According to an article written 
by Marilyn Anderson Rhames 
in the Education Post, she says 
“There are sporadic decreases in 
the achievement gap. But dispa-
rate discipline rates among Black 
students, combined with a lack of 
Black educators and a rampant 
belief gap, prove how incomplete 
the dream remains.” 
     The dream, she means, is Dr. 
King’s dream of students of color  
having an equal access to educa-
tion.
    Seth Gershenson, a public 
policy professor at American Uni-
versity, said that “representation 
absolutely matters and it matters 
for … almost every educational 
outcome you can think of” in a 
recent Washington Post article. 
That same article says that “re-
searchers have found significant 
positive results when Black and 
Hispanic students have teachers 
who match their race or ethnicity: 
better attendance, fewer suspen-
sions, more positive attitudes, 
and higher test scores, gradua-
tion rates and college attendance. 
Teachers of color also have higher 

expectations for students of color, 
which may fuel the other gains.”
    That gap of teachers of color 
is very much present at the Avon 
Grove School District.
    According to a database the 
Washington Post created, the 
AGSD has a teacher of color gap 
of 28.2%. This means that “the 
percentage of students of color 
less the percentage of teachers of 
color. The larger the gap, the less 
diverse the teacher population is 
compared with the student popu-
lation.” 
    When you break it down, Black 
students represent 1.4% of the 
student population while 1.1% of 
the teacher population is made up 
of Black teachers. 
     Hispanic students represent 
23.7% of the student population 
while 0.8% of teachers are His-
panic. 
     Asian students and students 
who identify as multiracial make 
up 2.2% and 3% of the student 
population respectively compared 
to 0.3% and 0% for teachers. 
     Some students like senior 
Kaelin Salley, one of the founders 
and co-presidents of the Black 
Student Union, wishes AGSD 
would fix this.
    “I would also like to see them 
hire more teachers that are mi-
norities.”
    DeShong acknowledged this.
    “We’ve reached out to different 
colleges and universities through-
out the state, so they’re aware of 
the opportunities we have open 
to us. We have different partner-
ships with different universities in 
our region to bring students in for 
observation or student teach. We 
want to make sure we’re attract-
ing folks to Avon Grove who might 
not know about Avon Grove.”
    He also emphasized that they 
want to make sure that they “have 
teachers, counselors, school psy-
chologists, [and] librarians that 
represent who the kids are that 
come to Avon Grove” as well “as 
always, no matter who the can-
didate, look to see if we can find 
candidates who are bilingual.”
    Salley also wished the school’s 
curriculum would be more in-

clusive and diverse, something 
that has been a hot button issue 
for many schools who are trying 
to progress like Dr. King always 
stressed. 
    “Every time the lesson includes 
a Black person or [group of Black 
people] they are popular, [and 
we’ve] already heard of [them.]”
     Young agrees and attributes 
a fair amount of that to the idea 
that “history has been written by 
the educated elite and the wealthy 
elite, specifically old white men.” 
To combat this, she tries to 
“[make] sure that every unit, ev-
ery chapter includes not just the 
wealthy but the poor, not just the 
white but people of color, not just 
the male but the female stories.” 
     She also thinks that one way 
to do it is to “look at what groups 
make up a society and make sure 
every group is represented pro-
portionally. So if you’re talking 
about the South during Recon-
struction and 30% of the popu-
lation is African-American then 
making sure at least 30% of the 
story follows the African-American 
story.”
     Deshong agreed and said the 
district “has a curriculum review 
process and part of that process 
really looks at looking at the re-
sources that we’re providing to 
kids and reflect the experiences 
that our kids have had. Does it 
meet the needs [of the popula-
tions] we have?” 
     These resources he mentioned 
can be anything from “textbooks 
and the different perspectives 
they provide on historical events 
and backgrounds of different au-
thors and writers.”
     Education, at its core, is sup-
posed to shape the new genera-
tion on the horizon of adulthood. 
If education keeps improving and 
progressing, especially with the 
aid of students who are becoming 
more and more inspired to cham-
pion that change, then society will 
keep improving and progressing. 
     Afterall, as Dr. King once said in 
that fateful article for Morehouse 
College, “education which stops 
with efficiency may prove the 
greatest menace to society.”
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By
Naomi Partridge

Staff Writer
Despite the loss against Henderson, the Red Dev-
ils are optimistic about the future of the team. The 
starting line up, made up of mostly sophomores, still 
has two years to improve.
      Avon Grove suffered a 63-46 defeat against the 
Warriors on Thursday, January 9.
     The Devils started out strong in the first quar-
ter as sophomore Tyler Arnold hit a three-pointer in 
the final seconds to give the Red Devils a six-point 
lead. The first quarter ended with a score of 17-11.
     Momentum changed in the second quarter as the 
Warriors doubled up the Red Devils with a 17-8 run 
to take a 28-25 halftime lead.
     Henderson’s momentum continued in the second 
half as they increased their three-point halftime lead 
to 16 as AG only scored three points in the third 
quarter. 
    By the final quarter, the Red Devils started to gain 
on Hederson, as they scored 18 points, but it wasn’t 
enough to make a comeback and win the game. 
The Warriors won 63-46. 
     The Red Devils were led by Tyler Newman (11 
points)  and Ben Houghton (8 points).  The top re-
bounders were Ben Houghton (6), Reese Ziegler 
(5), and Tyler Newman (5).
     After the upsetting loss, Coach Mays was still 
positive about the game. 
     “Tonight’s game did not go exactly the way we 
expected it to. As is common in all sports, there were 
a lot of momentum shifts during the game tonight. 
We started the game on a 12-4 run which is one of 
the best starts to a game that we had this season,” 
commented Coach Mays. 
     The team’s main goal is to make the top 24 teams 
in the district in order to compete in the playoffs. In 
order for them to do this, they have to work hard for 
the second half of the season to lock in their spot in 
the top 24. 
     As of January 15, they rank 33rd and have to move 
up 9 spots by the end of the season on February 6. 

     “I believe we should have won that game. As a 
young group we are going to learn from those mis-
takes that we had and come back stronger,” said se-
nior Ben Houghton. 
     Four out of the five starters are sophomores, in-
cluding Tyler Newman, Aiden Violette, Reese Ziegler, 
and Tyler Arnold. Due to the young age of the varsity 
team, in the next two years they will have more op-
portunities to improve and grow.
     Avon Grove will play Henderson again on Feb-
ruary 4. 
     Coach Mays, as well as the rest of the team, ex-
pects a different outcome then. They are all looking 
forward to improving more throughout the second 
half of the season. 

Young, scrappy, hungry
GIRLS BASKETBALL

By
Eliza Flanigan

Staff Writer

Cheering loud and proud is the 
newest thing for the varsity girls 
basketball team. Throughout the 
years, the Lady Devils weren’t 
a threat to anyone, but that has 
changed this season. 
      This is Head Coach Bart 
O’Connor’s second year coaching 
the girls. The team is 5-10 (as of 
January 14), and they are ranked 
28th out of 40 teams in District 1.  
The top 24 teams make the play-
offs.
      “The girls work hard. They’re 
paying attention. They’re listen-
ing. They’re doing the right things. 
The only thing we’re not doing 
is scoring, but we’ll take care of 
that,” said Coach O’Connor. 
     In addition to skill, Caroline 

Malone attributes their success 
as a team to their chemistry, “The 
bond that we have, we’re all so 
close, which is why we click and 
why we can play as a team, and 
I think that’s the best part of the 
season.”
     For the Lady Devils the main 
goal this season is districts.  “Our 
biggest goal [is districts.] We ha-
ven’t been there in years. So we 
want to see if we can get there 
this time,” said Malone.
     Coach O’Connor also agreed, 
“The goal is districts. We have a 
shot to make districts. Avon Grove 
hasn’t made districts in 8 years.” 
     For the seniors this is a long 
time coming. Last year they were 
6-15, and 32nd in districts. 
        The girls have also made a 
name for themselves and the pro-
gram, “Other teams know who we 
are now,” said Coach O’Connor. 

Lady Devils on 
the brink of   
making it

TRACK

      -Photo by Eliza Flanigan
Josh Herring, Seth Williams, Connor Bossong, Ian Am-
brose, Nate Allen, Alex Hutchinson and Ethan Hudson run 
two miles around the Avon Grove track.

“We spend hours and hours work-
ing hard, but no one seems to no-
tice,” said Payton Smith.
     A typical track practice con-
sists of a warm-up, workout and, 
occasionally, the weight-room. 
Everything the coaches have the 
athletes do is meant to help them 
become better runners, jumpers, 
teammates and athletes.
     Every group in track does a 
different work out aimed at help-
ing them become better at their 
specific events. Distance may 
run one or two miles and repeats, 
while sprinters may perform short 
sprints, and hurdlers will practice 
that skill.
     Alisha Southerland said that in 
order to get better, a runner must 
practice and practice and that 
they are only in competition with 
themselves to get better.
     In order to improve, each ath-
lete strives to have great flexibility, 
strength, and control.
     At the end of a practice, the 
athletes perform a cool down and 
find water, lots and lots of water.
     Winter track trains every day 
after school for two hours, but on 
weeks where a meet happens to 

occur on a weekend, they 
meet 6 times in total. 
     Coach Broadbent 
said in order to prepare 
for meets he helps his 
athletes train to become 
“fast, explosive and as 
strong as possible” for the 
day of the meet. 
     “Most of our training re-
flects this and our training 
is designed around maxi-
mizing the potential of our 
nervous system, since 
that controls everything,” 
said Broadbent.
     “My preparation outside 
of practice includes try-
ing to prepare for meets 
through lots of practice at 
school and through good 
eating and sleep sched-
ules,” said sophomore 
Payton Smith.
     Carb loading and a lot 
of healthy sugars seem 
to be the common food 
when it comes to getting 
ready for meets in order 
to maintain sustainable 
energy.
     “The night before a 
meet I like to eat pasta 
dishes to give me some carbohy-
drates,” said Connor Bossong.
     “I eat foods that will give me 

sustainable energy and not cause 
me to crash and become tired 
during the time of competition,” 
said Mathew McLaughlin, a team 

captain.
     Coach Broadbent 
said a typical meet con-
sists of “lots of time and 
lots of events, basically 
organized chaos!  If you 
go to a dual or tri meet 
then you can expect the 
length of time to be about 
2-3 hours, but on week-
end meets, they can last 
around  7-8 hours.” 
     This means that the 
athletes give up week-
ends to perform some-
thing they love, but Smith 
said it helps teammates 
bond because they all 
“suffer together.”
     She also said that the 
ride home includes “fun 
times and loud music.”
     According to Jackson 
Morris, the days after the 
meet are typically cool 
down days with easier 
workouts with lots of re-
covery and stretching.
     The athletes train daily 
and according to Coach 
Broadbent, about 6-7% of 
the school’s students are 
on the track team.

      “We have a large and growing 
group of athletes that train pretty 
much year round with cross coun-

try, indoor track, and spring track, 
while others do off-season train-
ing during the same time frame as 
cross country,” said Broadbent.
     Not only does running track 
help the members improve their 
athletic ability, but it also improves 
leadership and communication 
skills.
     “Being the captain has also 
helped my leadership skills and 
communication skills for the ev-
eryday work force life I’m going to 
be facing soon,” said McLaughlin.
     Smith also mentioned track 
helping her make new friends and 
learning to talk with, and work with 
a team.
     “The AGHS student body 
should be very proud of the AGHS 
track and field team,” said Coach 
Hill.
     “We work hard all year, yet 
we receive much less recognition 
than other sports,” said Smith, ex-
pressing her desire to have track 
recognized.
     Avon Grove’s track team 
spends hours and hours a week 
training, preparing and working 
hard and that is reflected in their 
success at the many meets they 
attend every year.

By
Olivia Watson

Staff Writer

Sports 
Schedule

January 31
Swimming vs. Coatesville, 
4:30p.m. 
Boys Ice Hockey vs. Salesianum, 
6:30p.m., Patriot Ice Center

February 4
Boys Basketball @ Henderson, 
6:45p.m.
Girls Basketball vs. Henderson, 
6:45p.m.

February 5
Wrestling @ West Chester East, 
7:00p.m.

February 6
Boys Basketball @ Coatesville, 
6:45p.m.
Girls Basketball vs. Coatesville, 
6:45p.m.

For more information visit http://avongrove.digitalsports.com/

Track team working hard all year

BOYS BASKETBALL

Despite loss to Henderson, team     
optimistic about upcoming future

      -Photo by Naomi Partridge
Connor Lewin, #15, takes a shot for AG in the final quater.

-Photo by Olivia Watson 
Jamie Perkins takes a foul shot during the Rustin game on January 10.



AG Life
January 24, 2020 Page 4
EDUCATION

eSports is a ‘friendly and open’ community 
for AG students

By
Natalie Kelmelis

Staff Writer

Upcoming 
Events

FSEMS 
Musical
Friday, Febuary 21 and 
Saturday, February 22

Presidents’ 
Day
Monday, February 17

Mr. Avon 
Grove
Tuesday, Febuary 11

Valentine’s 
Day
Friday, February 14

-Photo courtesy of Eloise Fox
The Super Smash Brothers players before the of the tournamnet with Garnet Valley.  Pictured from left to right: Nick 
Pino, Joey Kwietniak, Grant Bailey, Ethan Koszi, Larry Schwenk, Christian Hubbard, and Claire Stearn.

CLUBS

 At 2:30p.m., the library begins 
to fill with people. Some begin to 
chat, some unpack their Switches, 
and some talk and plan in prepa-
ration for the upcoming tourna-
ment. This is the Avon Grove eS-
ports meeting, and they’re going 
to make it a good one.
    Avon Grove’s eSports team was 
founded in the 2018-2019 school 
year. At the start there were be-
tween 15 and 20 members, and 
the only game played was Rock-
et League. This year, however, 
about 100 kids showed up to the 
interest meeting, and that has 
boiled down to about 60-80 regu-
lar members.
    To fit all the members, the meet-
ings take place in the library and 
Mr. Jones’s room. In the library, 
kids play games on the Nintendo 
Switches, and in Jones’s room, 
kids play on the PCs.
    eSports have three competi-
tive game teams: Rocket League, 
League of Legends, and Super 
Smash Brothers. 
     However, eSports isn’t just for 
competition. 
     “We always have computers 
available so people have a chance 
to just game, to just relax, to just 
take a break from homework, or 
stress, or whatever, and just have 
fun,” said junior Gabby Tucci.
     One issue that people often de-
bate when they consider the ac-
tivity is whether or not to consider 

it a sport.
     “We are technically a club. We 
have competitive events like a 
sport would,” stated communica-
tions officer and sophomore Elo-
ise Fox.   
     They’re comfortable being con-
sidered a club because of their 
weekly meetings and their infor-
mal attitude, but they aren’t op-
posed to one day being a sport.
      “I think it could grow into a 
sport over the next five years, 
maybe three,” said senior and 
club president Connor Green. 
     With little local competition it’s 
hard to actually build a competi-
tive league. Since the club is so 
new, many other locals schools 
still have yet to add it to their ac-
tivities.
     Many members feel that there 
are misconceptions surround-
ing the club. “People think geek 
culture is a negative thing,” ex-
plained Tucci.
    A misconception that concerns 
junior Claire Stearn is “that we’re 
just lazy.” She explained that a lot 
goes into being able to play the 
game well, like hand eye coordi-
nation and fine motor skills, which 
are skills very important to her as 
one of the school’s top ten Super 
Smash Brothers players.
     “You’ve got to gather all the 
skills you have, all the abilities 
you have, all the knowledge you 
have,” explained Green.
     Despite all the toxic stereo-
types the gamers feel they suffer 
from, they have made a welcom-

ing community. New members are 
brought in by their friends, who 

then have the opportunity to make 
new friends through their shared 

interest. Fox described it as a 
“friendly and open place.”

By
Sean DelVecchio

Staff Writer
When people think of the future, 
they think of a time filled with new 
technologies and engineering, but 
agriculture doesn’t pop in their 
minds. 
     The 2019-2020 school year is 
the first year in the last 20 years 
that Avon Grove has offered an 
agriculture class. Agriculture un-
fortunately has a negative conno-
tation among young people due 
to the misunderstanding of what 
agriculture really is. 
     Currently, there is only one 
class this semester but it seems 
evident that the class will continue 
to grow. There is already growing 
popularity in the technology edu-
cation department for the class.
     Twice a year, Avon Grove fills 
the center courtyard with goats. 
Students flock to pet and feed 
these new additions to the Avon 
Grove family, but many of them do 
not know why they are here. 
     This class has a mission to fix 
this. 
     “Students should be more 
aware of the importance of agri-
culture and how it affects people,” 
agriculture teacher Mr. Chris Her-
rman stated. 
     People seem to have a very 

warped view of what agriculture 
really is and how big of an impact 
it has on the community.
     “I want to make it known that 
the traditional conception of agri-
culture is not the reality,” said Mr. 
Herrman.
     This statement holds a lot of 
ground, especially around the 
Avondale and West Grove com-
munities. Agriculture has a rich 
history in this area with most of 
the land at one point being farm 
land. 
     Avon Grove didn’t always lack 
an agriculture class. Twenty years 
ago, students and teachers not 
only had a farming program, but 
also had a strong appreciation for 
agriculture itself in the community. 
     No one knows for sure why 
Avon Grove booted this program, 
but one can guess that people just 
didn’t feel that agriculture prom-
ised a fulfilling future.
     This couldn’t be more wrong.   
   Today, Mr. Herrman has changed 
how students view agriculture. 
     The agriculture class recent-
ly took a trip to the Pennsylva-
nia Farm Show, where students 
flocked to get farm fresh milk-
shakes and spent hundreds on 
cowboy hats. 
    Students who would otherwise 
pass off agriculture as “just farm-
ing” excitedly awaited livestock 

competition and gawked at mas-
sive sculptures of butter. 
    On a regular day , students rush 
to get out of school after learning 

for seven hours. After about sev-
en hours at the farm show, stu-
dents couldn’t be pulled away.     
     This just goes to show that peo-

ple care about agriculture and the 
future of food. The agriculture pro-
gram has a lot of room to grow.

Agriculture education returns after 20 years

-Photo courtesy of Mr. Chris Herrman 
Avon Grove studemts at the Farm Show learn the value of agriculture and livestock (Chris Decker, Kevin Moyer, 
Zach Reynolds, Joey D’Ambrosio, Ryan Rowlands, Anthony Santiago, Lucas Folkert, Andrew Miller, Shane 
Reith).

Class visits Pennsylvania Farm Show


