
How to have a ‘Merry Little Christmas’
COMMUNITY

As Christmas approaches and the magical 
atmosphere that is a centerpiece for the 
holiday season grows, it is crucial to absorb 
the festive spirit all around.
     Pennsylvania has yet to see the fall-
ing snow or frozen lakes, but there are still 
an abundance of ways to celebrate Santa 
coming to town through local events and 
attractions.
     To make the most out of this holiday and 
prevent the feeling of wishing you could go 
back to December, here is a list of seven 
fun activities that you can find within our 
area. 
Longwood Gardens    
     Longwood Gardens is perfect for anyone 
who wants to see amazing light displays 
and holiday decorations strung about pic-
turesque gardens.
     They also have a variety of events 
throughout the holiday season such as out-
door Christmas musicians and Carillon mu-
sic from their chime tower that could “get 
anyone into the Christmas spirit,” according 
to junior Alice Degnan. 
     Degnan is a member of Longwood Gar-
dens as she goes “about once a month,” 
but the mixture of “cold and pretty lights” 
makes winter the best season at Longwood 
Garden by a long shot. 
     Longwood Gardens’ holiday hours are 

10:00a.m. to 11:00p.m., and their Christ-
mas displays will be up until January 8. 
     With a membership you are able to go 
for free, but non-members do have to pay 
to get in to the gardens.
     Ticket prices can vary based on age 
and other factors, but gener-
ally adult tickets are $30, kids 
under the age of 18 are $16, 
and those under 5 are free. 
The Nutcracker
     One fun, and possibly new 
experience for this holiday 
season is attending a perfor-
mance of The Nutcracker.
     Junior Kaylei Starsinic, a 
current dancer at Brandywine 
Ballet, added that the “Waltz 
of the Snowflakes” was her fa-
vorite, because it is “amazing 
to watch.”
    Not only is it “based off of 
Christmas time,” but “dressing 
up to go and see it” is definite-
ly a crucial activity for Starsin-
ic.
     This ballet follows the sto-
ry of a young girl, Clara, who 
has a dream in which she 
shrinks down to the size of a 
nutcracker after receiving one 
as a gift and goes on numer-
ous adventures with the toy 
nutcracker. 
     Not only is this a good way 

to ignite the feeling of Christmas through 
a classical tradition, but there are many 
showings taking place near the Philadel-
phia area this December. 
     Philadelphia Ballet has performances 
of The Nutcracker until December 28, and 

tickets cost anywhere from $25 to $267 de-
pending on the date and time of the show. 

SEE HOLIDAYS PAGE 4
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Jameson Williams (Alice), Nick D’Onofrio (King of Hearts), and Eden Manolescu (Queen of 
Hearts) take the stage for the court scene in Alice and Wonderland

‘Welcome to Wonderland’ and the new 
auditorium
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FALL PLAY
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Maddie Butler 

Editor

4 days.
     4 days was all the theater department 
had to rehearse with a fully functioning 
sound system, lights, and curtains.
     “This was the first week we had curtains 
in, so I had to teach people how to do all of 
that jazz really quickly,” says Gavin Skin-
ner, the stage manager of Alice in Won-
derland. “We had to be taught how all the 
lights work and how all the sound works in 
basically a week.”
     Alice in Wonderland was Skinner’s first 
production as stage manager.
     “I just stand over there with a headset 
on and make sure that everything is run-
ning smoothly. I ensure that the lights are 
on the right people, that sets are moving 
around when they’re supposed to, curtains 
close when they’re supposed to, and pretty 
much everything that is going on behind the 
scenes is my job.”
     In last year’s musical, The Addams Fam-
ily, Skinner was the assistant stage man-
ager. His previous experience allowed him 
to calmly direct the crew despite the time 
crunch.
     “I’m extremely proud of the crew. The 
actors are always amazing, but this show 
really couldn’t have happened without the 
crew’s hard work and dedication,” says 
Skinner.
     This feeling of pride is mutual as sever-
al cast members referred to Skinner as the 
“unsung hero of the show.”
     Sure, this production was full of challeng-
es and tests of will, but it became a step-

ping stone toward young 
student involvement in the-
ater. Alice in Wonderland 
incorporated 50 elemen-
tary school cast members 
to play flowers and card 
soldiers.
     They were also featured 
running through the audi-
ence, dancing, and singing 
throughout the show. 
     “They were so cute 
and really enthusiastic, 
which was nice. I think our 
program is in good hands 
when all of us are old and 
out of here,” says Gage 
Walker, who played the 
comically insane Twee-
dle-Dum.
     The iconic duo of 
Tweedle-Dee and Twee-
dle-Dum, played by Walker and Joseph 
Moore, provided much-needed comic re-
lief in the form of a sword fight with feath-
er dusters, pillows, and pots, speaking in 
tongues, and greatly overusing the word 
“contrariwise.”
     “We literally had to be the exact same, 
which scared me a little because this man 
has a beard and I’m just a freshman,” says 
Moore. “But, I thought we could feed off of 
each other really well and it was awesome 
to be able to work with him.”
     Cast chemistry was clearly apparent on 
stage, especially through the relationship 
between the King and Queen of Hearts.
     “Eden and I have been in shows together 
forever and have grown to be really good 
friends,” says Nick D’Onofrio, who plays the 

King of Hearts. “I had to practice a lot of 
shrinking and cowering in fear. It was a lot 
of, ‘Oh no, my wife hates me.’”
     The Queen, played by Eden Manolescu, 
was confident, demanding, and quite child-
ish. “Off with her head,” became the quote 
of the night, mimicked by adults and chil-
dren alike after the show.
     Another unforgettable moment was the 
great fall of Humpty Dumpty. 
     “We did it a lot of times during rehears-
als, but I was always scared that I would get 
dropped and actually break my shell,” says 
Ruby Queen, who took delight in the gasps 
of the audience as she slid off a four-foot 
tall wall into a stretcher before being carried 

off-stage.
     However, the crowd truly roared for the 
bows of Jameson Williams and Tucker Eck-
man, who played Alice and the Cheshire 
Cat.
     “I loved being part of this show. Though 
it seemed thrown together towards the end, 
I couldn’t have asked for a better cast to do 
it with,” says Williams. 
     “We have such great energy and are all 
friends outside of theater. It’s just a fantas-
tic community,” says Eckman.
     The theater department is always look-
ing for new cast and crew members along 
with pit performers to take on their rendi-
tion of Chicago: The Musical, in the spring. 

-Photo by Kaylei Starsinic
The conservatory at Longwood Gardens is decorated for the Christmas season.
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What’s with the dress?

December. The season of giv-
ing. Festive music and aromas of 
cinnamon and peppermint fill the 
frigid air. 
     Yes, December is a cold harsh 
month. So why is that girl wearing 
a dress in this weather? And why 
is that kid wearing a tie? 

      They’re wearing these articles 
of clothing because they are par-
ticipating in the 10 year anniver-
sary of Dressember. 
     Dressember is a non-profit 
organization that focuses on rais-
ing awareness and donations for 
human trafficking. The non-profit 
was founded in 2009 when Blythe 
Hill learned about inhumane hu-
man trafficking. 

     Hill challenged 
herself to wear a 
dress every day 
in December to 
raise awareness 
for the victims of 
human trafficking. 
Soon after, her 
friends and fam-
ily joined in, and 
by 2013 it was an 
official nonprofit 
with 1,233 partic-
ipants, according 
to the Dressem-
ber website.
     Since that 
start-up year, the 
organization has 
raised over $16 
million and im-
pacted human 
trafficking victims 
in 13 different 
countries. 
     To partake in the month-long 
fundraiser, Dressember has a 
registration page on its website. 
After registration, individuals have 
their own campaign page, similar 
to a GoFundMe, where they can 
collect donations from friends, 
family, and others who come 
across their page.
      The money raised by Dressem-
ber participants is sent to different 
partners such as the Internation-
al Justice Mission and The A21 
Campaign. They use this money 
to fund rescue missions, victim 
therapy, court fees for victims, as 
well as various other recovery and 
prevention expenses.
     While people across the globe 
participate in this event, donations 
can be made to individuals right 
here at home. 
     “I joined because my best 
friend inspired me to,” said se-
nior Emma Scheibe. “This is my 
second year participating and it’s 
been really fun!” 

     “I’ve been able to raise aware-
ness for the severity of the issue 
and educate people on how wide-
spread modern slavery and hu-
man trafficking are,” Scheibe con-
tinued. “By wearing a dress every 
day, I’m giving up my freedom in 
choosing what I wear in solidarity 
for those who have lost their free-
doms as victims of human traffick-
ing.” 
      For those who don’t find dress-
es appealing, there’s the option to 
wear a tie. The organization also 
makes it clear that there are ex-
ceptions for certain circumstanc-
es, such as a job that requires 
pants. “Wear a dress when you 
get to choose what to wear,” 
states the website. 
     However, skirts are not al-
lowed. As the website says, “it’s 
not called Skirtember.” To spruce 
up their wardrobe, some partic-
ipants buy entirely new outfits. 
Others find different ways to style 
dresses they already own, such 
as with sweaters and cardigans. 

Some individuals wear the same 
dress for the whole month as they 
feel the campaign is more about 
raising money than looking nice. 
     As of December 8, 2022, 
$850,000 have been raised this 
year. Donations can be made di-
rectly to the website, https://www.
dressember.org/donate, or to a 
participant’s page. 
     “I’m posting on social media 
and wearing a pin with my outfits 
to encourage people to ask me 
about my dress,” said Scheibe. 
“I’m asking family members and 
friends to donate as a Christmas 
present for me!” 
     While the campaign gains most 
of its donations in the last month 
of the year, they willingly accept 
donations at any time. 
     After all, Dressember is more 
than a dress. It’s the fight to end 
human trafficking. 

I like your shoes! 

By
Gaby Bellaver
Senior Editor

Students partake in Dressember and fight to end 
human trafficking

COMMUNITY

AG CLUBS

Sometimes people come into 
school in a bad mood for various 
reasons. When we try to make 
people feel better, we shouldn’t 
jump to the idea of doing some-
thing big for them. Even just the 
smallest things like smiling at 
someone can change their whole 
day! 
     CNBC informs us that there 
are studies that show just a single 
compliment can make someone’s 
day better. Pointing out people’s 
small achievements throughout 
the day can make them feel proud 
and accomplished with them-
selves. 
     A compliment you can give to 
someone is, “I am proud of you!” 
     “But the people around you 
wake up every day and try their 
best to achieve their goals, make 
a positive impact and overcome 
challenges,” says Stephanie Har-
rison according to CNBC. 
 Smiling is a biological 
basis that is usually associated 
with positive emotions. 

     “Several scientific studies 
have noticed that when someone 
smiles at us, the part of our brain 
that controls feelings of reward is 
activated,” states the Solara Men-
tal Health Veterans Program. 
     Tis’ the season to give gifts and 
that’s another way to make some-
one’s day better!
     Our brains release dopamine, 
which is a chemical that makes us 
naturally happy. This dopamine 
can be released when we are giv-
ing gifts to people!
     We get a release of dopamine 
when giving and receiving gifts 
according to Mark Williams, a pro-
fessor of neuroscience at Mac-
quarie University. 
     Sometimes people will go to 
the wrong place to cope with their 
feelings during school. You may 
walk into the bathroom, lunch-
room, or stairwell and see some-
one upset. 
     You could ask this person, “Are 
you okay?,” or offer them some 
kind of comfort like a tissue. Some 
people may not want this help and 
it’s okay.
     Some people handle emotions 
better on their own and space can 

sometimes be the most helpful 
thing to give someone. 
     Listening to someone can 
make them feel validated and en-
sure that their feelings are being 
taken into consideration. Listen-
ing to someone when they just 
need to vent can change their 
whole mood.
     “Feeling thus affirmed, this is 
how they become motivated to re-
ciprocate your caring,” says Rus-
sel Greiger on Psychology Today.
     Listening makes another per-
son feel more comfortable and 
less irritable in a frustrating situ-
ation. 
     Walking without friends is 
something that we do on a dai-
ly basis in school. Walking with 
someone psychologically makes 
them happier. 
     “As you walk, it’s easier to have 
these deep conversations without 
feeling as vulnerable,” says Molly 
Hurford on MyFitnessPal blog. 
    Walking gives us that connect-
ed feeling with each other while at 
the same time, we are releasing 
dopamine that occurs when we 
walk. 
     When you see that person sit-

ting alone at lunch, ask them to 
come sit with you. Asking some-
one to sit with you can make them 
psychologically feel better. 
     “The danger of the students 
on the edge is that they have the 
highest risk of dropping out of 
school,” says Tom Kreiglstein in 
the article, “See That Student Sit-
ting Alone at Lunch?.” 
     Walking in the hallway in 
school, you see so many different 
styles. Giving a person a compli-
ment on their clothes is always a 
kind thing to do.
     Saying, “I like your shoes,” or, 
“I love your shirt,” can help boost 
someone’s self esteem. 
     Hugs are something so simple 
but have so much impact on us. 
Hugs can make us calmer, and 
reduce anxiety levels. 
     If you have a person’s permis-
sion, you can give them a hug. 
     “Some of the neurochemicals 
include the hormone oxytocin, 
which plays an important role in 
social bonding, slows down heart 
rate, and reduces stress and anxi-
ety levels,” says Francis McGlone 
and Susannah Walker in the 
Greater Good magazine. 

     Giving someone a call you hav-
en’t in a while can make someone 
feel important and remembered. 
Sometimes we drift away from 
our closest friends and staying in 
touch and letting them know you 
are there for them is sometimes 
more than enough to make them 
feel better. 
     You never know when some-
one is having a bad day so spon-
taneous, kind messages can 
make someone momentarily for-
get about their problems. 
     There are so many different 
ways to make someone’s day 
from something as simple as a 
smile to as big as a gift. 

By
Amber Novak

Staff Writer

-Photo by Riley Wiercinski
Members of Avon Grove’ s Style Swap club pose for a photo while sporting their Dressember 
attire.

Compliments, hugs, and more increase dopamine and 
overall happiness

https://www.dressember.org/donate
https://www.dressember.org/donate
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AG Leo Club spreads Christmas spirit 

Avon Grove Veterans Memorial, 
Avon Grove Library, Avondale 
Ambulance, Avondale Fire com-
pany, West Grove ambulance, 
West Grove Fire company, and 
Animal Rescue. 
     These are some of the many 
local charities which the Avon 
Grove Leo Club helps support. 
     “The Avon Grove Leo Club is 
a community service organization 
that is sponsored by the Avon 
Grove Lions Club. Students in 
the Leo Club volunteer at local 
events in the community including 
Penn Township Festivals, Sweet 
Pea Christmas Tree sales, district 
events, and more,” said Angelina 
McGrath, the president of the Leo 
Club.
     Throughout November and De-
cember, members of the Leo Club 

have been volunteering at Sweet 
Peas, selling Christmas trees to 
raise money which is distributed 
amongst the 30 organizations 
in which the Avon Grove Lions 
Club helps to support. By selling 
Christmas trees, the Lion and Leo 
Club help spread Christmas spirit, 
while also making a difference in 
our community. 
     The Leos and Lions sell 
Christmas trees from 4:00p.m. 
until 7:00p.m. on Fridays, and 
9:00a.m. until 4:00p.m. on Satur-
days and Sundays. These sales 
ended on December 18, but the 
spirit continues until the end of the 
Christmas season.    
     As well as selling Christmas 
trees, the Leo Club helps sell 
books in The Book Barn through-
out April until October. The Book 
Barn sells donated books for a 
cheaper price, making literature 
more accessible to everyone.
     Between both the Book Barn 

and the Christmas Tree Sales, 
last year the Lions club’s funds 
exceeded $32,000, which was all 
distributed in June 2022. 
     This year the Lions Club ex-
pects that they will match that or 
even exceed the amount of funds.
     The Leo Club members work 
together with both their peers, and 
the Lion Club, to make a differ-
ence in our community, while also 
spreading holiday spirit with their 
Christmas Trees, and literature 
with their Book Barn.

-Photo courtesy of Leo Club
Leo Club members Ella McLeary, Paige 
Chudnofsky, and Erin Harrington work 
together to deliver a Christmas tree.

Food for thought:  AG feeds those in need
By

Ella Bartnik
Staff Writer 

AG CLUBS

By
Erin Harrington

Staff Writer

     The winter holiday season is 
quickly approaching, and while 
many of us are looking forward 
towards time to spend with fami-
ly around our dining room table, it 
is important to recognize that not 
everyone has that same privilege.
     Our school recognizes that 
food insecurity is a major problem 
within not just our nation but a 
concern in our community as well 
which is why the Humanitarian 
Club is working to put on a suc-
cessful food drive to combat this 
issue.
     Over 34 million people in the 
United States are classified as 
food insecure, and 9 million of this 
number consists of children-this 
makes up 10% of our countries 

total population.
     Within just Chester County 
itself, over 11,000 children are 
food insecure, and seeing as our 
county is currently the wealthiest 
in Pennsylvania, this statistic rais-
es concerns for the food struggles 
that happen outside of it.
     Due to this, the school among 
with many others across the na-
tion have recognized a need for 
a change, hence the creation of 
a food drive to support amending 
this issue in our society.
     With over 700 cans donated 
as of December 13 , Avon Grove 
High School has made great 
progress.
     All of the proceeds and do-
nations in this food drive will be 
given to The Bridge Food Pantry, 
an organization whose goal is to 
provide prepped boxes and bags 

of food to Avon Grove residents.  
     To help fight against food in-
security, The Bridge Food Pantry 
runs a volunteer food pantry and 
soup kitchen, along with helping 
families navigate the food stamp 
application process, and con-
necting local residens to food 
resources.
     By bringing light to the grow-
ing concern of food insecurity, 
keeping their values transparent, 
and working as a strong and col-
laborative team, the Bridge Food 
Pantry helps spread awareness 
of the growing need in the com-
munity.  
     So, remember as you have 
fun this holiday season, don’t for-
get about those in need in giving 
back to support our community.

‘King Cowg’ loves Avon Grove

Whether it’s from a memorable 
walk-on or commercial from the 
morning announcements, Chess 
Club or Debate Club, or just see-
ing his shimmering hair in the 
hallways, almost every student at 
Avon Grove could tell you who Mr. 
Evan Cowgill is. 
      Born not too far from the Avon 
Grove area, Cowgill was raised in 
Perkasie, Pennsylvania. Cowgill 
attended West Chester Universi-
ty, where he studied Secondary 
Education, along with Philosophy, 
Creative Writing, Linguistics, and 
English Studies. 
     Cowgill actually completed his 
student teaching at Avon Grove 
High School before being em-
ployed by the district in 2020. 
     For Cowgill, it was through his 
experience as a student-teach-
er at Avon Grove that made him 
know that he was home. 
     “I had a lot of different career 
paths in mind when I first arrived 
at Avon Grove for student teach-
ing during my last semester of 
college, but I fell in love with the 

spirit of who you all are and 
what you all represent here at 
The Grove. This is something 
special that you guys are a part 
of here; it’s palpable. Some 
feelings you shouldn’t let go of. 
Some dreams you wake up in-
side of. And now is not the time 
to go back to sleep.”
     Outside of the classroom, 
Cowgill enjoys writing, play-
ing, and performing music with 
different groups. Cowgill also 
enjoys playing video games, 
surfing, fishing, and just about 
everything in between. 
     Since his first moments in 
Avon Grove, Cowgill has been 
identifiable through his long, 
golden-brown hair that falls 
well of a third of the way down 
his back. 
     However, this holiday sea-
son, Cowgill’s appearance 
could completely change for a 
cause. 
     “If the students of Avon 
Grove can raise $1,000 by De-
cember 22, I will allow all of my 
long hair to be buzzed off live at 
this year’s Holiday Holla.” 
       Cowgill also says for every 

five dollars donated, the benefac-
tor can vote for a hair dye color 
that, with enough votes, could be 
the color of the brand new buzz. 
     Cowgill admits that while he 
considers his hair part of his 
identity, he is ready and willing to 
give it up in order to help Avon 
Grove families in need. 
     “This fund is to be for those in 
the community who need it most. 
I am raising this money for you, 
because I am doing this for you. 
And, quite frankly, you are the 
only people on this planet that I 
would do something like this for.”
     Cowgill also says that he feels 
as though his students have 
earned this opportunity, if they 
are to donate. 
     “I believe you deserve it; 
this class of seniors are the 
first group of scholars (some of 
my favorite students ever) I’ve 
taught from their first year all the 
way to their last, and this group 
of underclassmen are also some 
of my favorite students to enter 
my classroom as well. It’s only 
fitting that you get to be the ones 
with the license and power to 
take [my hair] with you.”

     Donations are being collected 
in the attendance office until De-
cember 22. Cowgill also says he 
can take donations directly and 
it will be added to the fund. The 
winning hair dye along with actu-
al buzzing of hair will take place 
during the Holiday Holla on Fri-
day, December 23.
     At the end of the day, Cowgill 
hopes this fundraiser will not only 
help those in need, but also be 
a memorable experience for this 
students. 
     “I hope we raise a sizable 
chunk of cashola for those in our 
community who need the town to 
rally around them.  And, at the end 
of the day, I hope you guys have 
fun with this -- at my expense, of 
course -- and remember this mo-
ment as a highlight of your time 
here at The Grove.”

    
     
     

By
Jackson Morris

Senior Editor
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-Photo courtesy of Mr. Cowgill
Mr. Cowgill volunteered to get a buzz cut 
if students raised $1,000 for AG families in 
need.

-Photo courtesy of Mrs. Polin
Emma Schmidt, Tyler Dalton, and Layne Reilly package cans for the food drive 
which supports The Bridge Food Pantry in West Grove.
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Make the most of ‘This Christmas’
COMMUNITY

BOYS ICE HOCKEY

Red Devils start season strong, eye Flyers 
Cup appearance

By
Maddie Reisinger

Staff Writer
With a 6-1 record, standing sec-
ond only to West Chester Rustin, 
the Avon Grove boys ice hockey 
team is proving themselves as 
strong contenders for the Flyers 
Cup, where the top teams in the 
Philadelphia region will face off for 
first place. 
     On Friday, November 4, the 

boys played their best game, de-
feating Ridley High School 10-0.  
Owen Fennesy and Nate Cros-
san both scored twice, while Will 
Gorman, Matt Olivere, Nathan 
Crossan, Lucas Genna, and John 
Pepe all scored once. 
 In addition to the 10-0 
win on November 4, the team beat 
Spring Ford 9-0 a week later.  The 
Red Devils were led by two goals 
from Nate Crosan, with additional 

goals scored by Caleb Harrison, 
Trevor Sikorski, Dom Tursi, Ricky 
Wright, Ian D’Ambrosio, Will Gor-
man, and Jack Dembosky.
     However, once the calendar 
changed to December, Avon 
Grove boys faced their first loss in 
a nerve wracking, nail biting game 
against Unionville on December 
9. After defeating Unionville 7-2 
on Monday, December 5, with 
three goals from Brendan Chan-

dler and additional goals from Ian 
D’Ambrosio, Foster Wilkins, and 
Nathan Crossan, the boys faced 
a devastating 4-3 loss on Friday, 
December 9. 
     Going into the second period, 
the boys were down 4-1, but by 
the last 4 minutes of the game, 
they had managed to close the 
gap with two last minute goals 
scored by John Pepe.   
     Despite the loss, the Red Dev-

ils show a lot of promise, as top 
contenders on the ice.
     The boys hit the ice again Fri-
day, December 23, hoping for a 
big comeback game as they con-
tinue the fight to win the Flyers 
Cup this season.
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     If ballet isn’t for you, there are 
also many other versions avail-
able that translate the perfor-
mance into a number of different 
styles such as hip-hop or tap. 
Tinsel Town
     Another great option for 
spreading excitement for Christ-
mas while walking around cool 
attractions is Tinsel Town located 
in the Greater Philadelphia Expo 
Center in Oaks, Pa. 
     The main walkway of Tinsel 
Town has numerous light struc-
tures, according to junior Emma 
Schmidt, that include “a star, 
reindeer, bells, ornaments, and a 
snowman.”
     One path even has “presents 
that formed a house” that you can 
walk through, shared Schmidt. 
     While in Tinsel Town, you can 
visit Mistletoe Marketplace and 
hear the groups of carolers walk-
ing around.
     An ice slide and ice skating 
rink are also in Tinsel Town, which 
makes the Tinsel Lodge the per-
fect place to warm up after partak-
ing in the icy attractions. 
     After warming up, you can 
get food at the Lodge, or from 
vendors in Tinsel Town where 
Schmidt says they have good “hot 
chocolate and fried oreos.”
     On December 15 and Decem-
ber 22, photo opportunities are 
available with Gritty of the Phila-
delphia Flyers. Photos with Santa 
are also available, but make sure 

to book your time well in advance 
as spots are limited. 
     Tickets for general admission 
start at $17.99 per person, and 
free parking is available.  
    This can be a good photo op-
portunity for Christmas cards that 
you wish to have your pets on as 
they are welcome every Wednes-
day.
     This attraction is farther away 
from some of the places on this 
list, but Schmidt was very confi-
dent in saying that “it was worth 
it.”
Love Park in Philadelphia
     Philadelphia is undeniably a 
hub for Christmas cheer, and the 
combination of tastings, vendors, 
rides, as well as a variety of food 
makes Love Park the epitome of 
the city during Christmas time. 
     Open until December 24, the 
Christmas Village is open every-
day of the week expect Sunday 
from 11:00a.m. to 7:00p.m. 
     A German village, located in-
side of the Christmas Village, is 
filled to the brim with decadent 
ornaments and German objects 
that give an insight into another 
country’s culture and traditions for 
Christmas. 
     Tyler Dalton, a junior at AGHS, 
went to the German village last 
year and got “bratwursts and 
Spätzle” that he described as re-
ally good. 
     The Rothman Orthopedics Ice 
Rink is also located in close prox-
imity to Love Park and is open from November 4 to February 26.

     Timed tickets are available 
for $8 per adult and $5 per kid. 
If you don’t own a pair of skates, 
no worries, as rentals are avail-
able for $10. 
     You can pretty much expect 
lines for vendors and the German 
Village, but Dalton explained that 
“they weren’t too annoying,” and 
he “got through them quickly.”
Macy’s Light Show
     The Macy’s department store 
located in Center City Phila-
delphia has a light show with 
over 100,000 lights on display 
until December 31 that follows 
the various rhythms of popular 
Christmas songs such as “Frosty 
the Snowman” and tracks from 
The Nutcracker. 
     The festive light show isn’t 
the only attraction, however, as 
the third floor is decorated to tell 
the story of Dickens’ A Christmas 
Carol. 
     This exhibit allows you to 
walk through each scene that 
includes animatronic characters 
and narrated recounts. 
     The location also provides a 
major plus for this attraction, as 
junior Layne Reilly states that 
they “went to Love Park and Ma-
cy’s on the same day,” when she 
went into Philadelphia. 
     Macy’s light show hours dif-
fer on the day of week: Mon-
days, Tuesday, Wednesdays, 
and Thursday it has two shows 
at 4:00p.m. and 6:00p.m. On  

the weekend there are shows 
at 10:00a.m., noon, 2:00p.m., 
4:00p.m., and 6:00p.m.
      Dickens Village follows the 
same hours as the Macy’s store. 
     If you want some at-home fun 
for this holiday season, virtual 
sessions are also offered through 
the Macy’s website that allow for 
you to meet with Santa for free. 
Herr’s Light Show & Hershey’s 
Sweet Lights
     The Herr’s light show is a great 
option for Christmas cheer that 
comes without a price. 
     From the warmth of your own 
car, you can drive through the 
Herr’s factory lot that is lined with 
thousands of colorful lights and 
decorations. 
     It is available everyday un-
til January 2 from 5:00p.m. to 
7:00a.m. 
     Mrs. Polin, a social studies 
teacher here at Avon Grove High 
School, shared that Hershey’s 
Sweet Lights can be a good alter-
native for Herr’s as it is a drive-
through attraction as well. 
     Hershey does charge a fee of 
$23.95-$35.95 per car.
     Although you do “have to invest 
a little bit more time and money,” it 
is “way more extensive,” included 
Mrs. Polin. 
     In order to hear the music that 
syncs up to the light show, make 
sure to download the iHeartRadio 
app on your phone ahead of time. 

Shady Brook Farms

     Shady Brook Farms is decked 
out completely with Christmas 
lights, Candy Cane Lane, Santa, 
a bonfire for smores, Christmas 
trees, and wagon rides.
     You can either drive through 
or take a wagon to view the lights 
and multiple Christmas themed 
displays, but either way “it is defi-
nitely worth the drive,” as shared 
by junior Riley Wiercinski. 
     Wiercinski even claims that 
it is “a lot better than Longwood 
Gardens” as instead of “lights that 
you just walk through, there are 
big animated light displays” with a 
lot of “moving parts.”
     Tickets are on sale for $40 
up to $125 per car if you choose 
to drive your own vehicle, which 
Wiercinski says is a good price as 
“you do spend a long time there.” 
     Throughout the month of De-
cember, Breakfast with Santa are 
also located at Shady Brook that 
include a buffet and souvenirs. 
     No matter what you decide to 
do for fun this holiday season, 
making memories is the most 
important part of Christmas time, 
so don’t be afraid to try out new 
traditions
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Many visitors drive through the Herr’s Chip Factory to see their Christmas light display.

-Photo courtesy of Ava Pfaff
Longwood Gardens includes many Christmas trees inside their conservatory.


