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TECHNOLOGY

The concept of channel surfing 
appears to be going out of style. 
Rather than flipping on live TV 
to see what’s on, viewers are in-
creasingly choosing on-demand 
sources like Netflix, Hulu, Amazon 
Prime Video, and the brand new, 
Disney +. 
     Cable television is very expen-
sive in comparison to streaming 
services, which are less costly, 
plus they have a wide variety of 
shows at a subscriber’s fingertips.
     As a result, the popularity of ca-
ble television has decreased dra-
matically because of the new rise 
of on-demand streaming sites. In 
the latest edition of   “Decoding 
the Default,” the number of view-
ers still watching cable program-
ming has dropped 47% from last 
year. 
     Streaming services are becom-
ing more attractive because cus-
tomers are able to watch whatev-
er they want, when they want it. 
New streaming services are main-

ly targeted towards viewers ages 
18-34. 
     “I prefer Netflix over cable 
T.V.,” said sophomore Ella Guido. 
“Mainly because Netflix allows 
you to watch certain shows when-
ever you  want to. On cable, you 
have to wait or record episodes 
and this is so much more time 
consuming than Netflix.”
     Netflix was the first streaming 
platform to come on to the scene. 
It began in 1997 as an alternative 
way to watch movies and televi-
sion shows.
     After Netflix was released, 
many others began to follow in 
the foot steps including Hulu, Am-
azon Prime Video, Apple TV Plus 
and HBO Max, as well as many 
others. With the rise of these new 
platforms, cable has continued to 
become less popular.
     According to a study by Hub, 
50% of 18-34-year-olds subscribe 
to at least two of the “big three” 
streaming services, Netflix, Ama-
zon Prime Video, or Hulu. 
     Now there is a new contender 
in streaming service industry. Dis-

ney + was released on November 
12 and has become very popular. 
     Within one day, Disney + gained 
over 10 million subscribers.
     “Disney + is cool because I can 
rewatch the shows and movies I 
used to love as a kid,” said Leia 
Conlan. 
     Disney + offers over 500 films 
and 7,000 episodes of Disney TV, 
and the site only plans to add to 
this. These span everything from 
the animated classics we know 
and love and content from the 
franchises it also owns including 
Pixar, Star Wars, Marvel and Na-
tional Geographic. 
     “It is so much more convenient 
and simple for me to use Netflix 
and Hulu over cable TV,” said 
freshman Griffin Edwards. 
     Streaming sites are the way 
of the future and with this, ca-
ble companies will see a greater 
decline in users. This will mean 
an increasing popularity in the 
streaming sites as well as new 
creations in the future.

Streaming services
invade family rooms
As traditional TV channels fade away, 
streaming services begin to dominate

500 million people around the 
world create and watch TikToks. 
The question is, why?
     Released in September 2016 
by Chinese developer ByteD-
ance, this app is used to create 
and share short videos of lip-sync-
ing, dancing, comedy, talent and 
more. 
     With 33 million downloads, Tik-
Tok is the app to get according to 
an article by Oberlo. The article 
also mentions that, “41% of us-
ers are aged between 16 and 24.”  
This means that the app is mainly 
used by teens and young adults. 
     These users spend an average 
of 52 minutes per day on TikTok 
with 90% of them accessing it dai-
ly, says Oberlo. 
     TikTok has many similarities 
with the app Vine, which also fea-
tured short form videos of enter-
tainment before being discontin-
ued by Twitter. 
     Avon Grove sophomore Leia 
Conlan is one of many students 
who creates videos on TikTok in 
addition to watching them. 
     First seeing funny videos on 
Instagram from the app, Leia de-
cided to get TikTok and enjoys 
watching comedy or art videos in 
addition to making her own.  
     “I think that all the various 
content it offers is appealing to 
people. Also, the chance that you 
can go viral makes people want to 
make videos,” said Conlan about 
why she thinks TikTok is so ap-
pealing. 
     Conlan spends an average of 
16 hours a week on the app. It 
seems to pay off with one of her 
videos receiving 1.8 million views. 
     The video consists of Conlan 
comparing doing math homework 
in first grade and as a sophomore 
in high school. Students could 
relate to how simple math was 
an instinct, but now something 
that they cannot help but double 
check.
     “Yeah, I guess TikTok makes 
me distracted and it’s easy for me 
to go on the app when I’m bored, 
but then I’ll end up being on it for 
hours. It’ll make doing homework 
take longer,” Conlan said when 
explaining the downside of the 
app.
     TikTok seems to be making 
its mark on the lives of students, 
even in the classroom. West Or-
ange High School, located in New 
Jersey, has even created a TikTok 
club for students to join and “be-
come TikTok famous,” says a New 
York Times article, “High Schools 
to TikTok: We’re Catching Feel-
ings.”
     The club is even supported by 
teachers, such as Michael Calla-
han, who says, “he loves how the 

app brings students from different 
friend groups together.”
     Even though the article talks of 
how the app has brought people 
together and helps students find 
hacks and ideas that help them, 
it also mentions the negative side 
to TikTok. 
     This includes the fact that there 
has become a TikTok addiction 
which some students have even 
admitted to having. It has become 
such a problem that, “the app’s 
owner, Bytedance, last year intro-
duced anti-addiction measures in 
Douyin, the Chinese version, to 
help both users and the parents 
who may be worried about them,” 
according to an article from Ober-
lo. 
     There has also been specula-
tion that the creators of this app 
have collected the private infor-
mation of users, and even sold 
some of it to the Chinese Gov-
ernment, says a Washington Post 
article.
     “I would tell the person that 
TikTok is a very addicting app that 
has videos that are funny, relat-
able, and that the person would 
love it if they get TikTok,” said ju-
nior Zach Humphries. 
     Humphries also said that the 
comedy and trendy songs he finds 
on this app are both entertaining 
and easily consumes one’s time
     All in all, TikTok has a certain 
level of danger towards users pri-
vacy and health, both emotionally 
and mentally. But, keep in mind,  
all other social media apps have 
those possible threats also. 
     So, will TikTok always be an 
app on our phones, or will it just 
be a phase that somehow dies out 
like Vine did 6 years ago?

TECHNOLOGY

YEAR-IN-REVIEW

By
Anthony Pirro

Staff Writer
The 2010’s were a time of advanc-
ing technology, online streaming 
and at home shopping. 
     Social media, gaming, and 
streaming all grew tremendously 
and changed the way people ex-
perience at home entertainment. 
The technosocial changes gave 
way to a new kind of at home su-
perstar. 
     Streaming and video platforms 
brought people fame for a few 
days and even years to come. 
Online gaming allowed people to 
earn millions in matters of hours. 
     YouTube, one of the biggest 

video sharing and streaming ser-
vices, has reached 2 billion active 
users monthly in 2019. YouTube 
viewers watch 1 billion hours 
of content daily, with 500 hours 
worth of content being uploaded 
by the minute.
     Netflix, a film sharing service, 
hit 137 million viewers in 2018. 
Netflix has overtaken traditional 
television providers in the UK and 
makes up 51% of US streaming 
subscriptions. 
     Gaming tournaments have 
paid out massive amounts during 
this decade. In 2018 alone, $126 
million dollars were paid out to 
tournament winners between 10 
different games. 

     Players of the tournaments can 
make salaries by joining orga-
nizations, expect sponsor deals 
and make money by streaming on 
popular sites.
     Twitch, the biggest game 
streaming site, has 15 million 
viewers daily and about 140 mil-
lion monthly. These viewers offer 
the 2.2 million streamers chances 
to earn money from ads, spon-
sors, and donations. 
     This technosocial decade may 
be coming to an end, but the next 
will most likely be bigger.

The first online decade 
comes to an end

TikTok dances 
its way to the 
top

By
Lucin Milestone

Staff Writer

By
Naomi Partridge

Staff Writer
-Photo by Lucin Milestone

Sophomore Leia Conlan in her Tik-
Tok that reached 1.8 million views.  
She compared how simple math went 
from easy in first grade to something 
to double check in tenth grade.

New app attracts millions 
of teens
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They need help too

By
Eliza Flanigan 

Staff Writer

Upcoming 
Events

Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day
Monday, January 20

End of First 
Semester 
Friday, January 17

Holiday Holla
Friday, December 20

Holiday 
Break 
Saturday, December 21 - 
Thursday, January 2

Bigger than a 
dress

There was something bittersweet 
about this one.
     As a senior at Avon Grove High 
School, this was Zoe Frantz’s last 
year raising money and aware-
ness for Dressember, a month- 
long event meant to combat hu-
man trafficking and “restore the 
diginity to victims and survivors” 
through wearing dresses accord-
ing to the Dressember website. 
     “It’s bitter obviously because 
I’ll be leaving behind a group of 
great people who have been able 
to make a huge impact on the hu-
man trafficking industry. But, with 
knowing the impact we’ve made 
and the lives we’ve changed, I 
hope to continue participating in 
Dressember and bring it to col-
lege while participation continues 
at AGHS.” 
     She knows the statistics like 
the back of her hand. More than 
30 million people are enslaved 
each year around the world; ap-
proximately two million children 
are exploited in commercial slave 
trade globally. 
     At the annual informational 

meeting Style Swap held, Frantz 
managed to spit these facts out 
at warp speed, like one of those 
scientific calculators that can per-
form seemingly impossible tasks 
in milliseconds. Mrs. Young, the 
Style Swap teacher advisor,  ea-
gerly interjected with quips and 
statistics.
     “There’s more people in slav-
ery today than the Atantic Slave 
Trade.”
     Senior Kayla Fineza, Style 
Swap’s co-president, nodded in 
agreement. As she also present-
ed the information to the size-
able group of girls that attended 
the meeting, she hoped to dispel 
misconceptions regarding slavery 
today.
     “Eliminating ignorance is 
our main platform and we hope 
to continue to teach our peers 
that modern day slavery is very 
present–despite what they have 
learned about the 13th Amend-
ment in history class.”
     Senior Danielle Caprarola can 
attest to the shock of learning how 
many individuals are in slavery to-
day as of three years ago when 
the club first started participating 
in Dressember.

     “I, myself, was shocked when 
I realized how many people were 
enslaved and so by wearing a 
dress every day, it gives me a way 
of raising awareness and money 
for a cause that I think deserves 
more attention.”
     Wearing a dress is meant to 
be a conversation starter–after 
all most people don’t wear dress-
es in the dead of winter. Frantz 
and Fineza hope that by wearing 
a dress, classmates and even 
strangers, will ask them what’s 
the story behind the dress.
     In addition to raising aware-
ness, they hope they can raise 
their goal of $3,000–their loftiest 
goal to date.
     “As we are a group of high 
school students, we realized that 
there are limits to what we will be 
able to raise, and since we raised 
almost $3,000 last year, we want-
ed to shoot a little higher but re-
main realistic,” said Fineza.
     In order to raise this sum, 
they’ve enlisted the help of other 
clubs and events within the Avon 
Grove School District while also 
leaning more heavily on social 
media.
     National Honors Society is one 

of the clubs at the high school 
that’s helped the most. Fineza 
explained that members “[wore] a 
dress or a tie for the first week of 
December and [raised] at least fif-
ty dollars” in exchange for a chap-
ter requirement. 
     She added that the students 
that participated in the week-long 
challenge had “exceeded our 
expectations with donations and 
helped us get closer to our goal.”
     One of the more helpful events 
they’ve participated in is Country 
Christmas, a community event 
sponsored by the Penn London 
Elementary and Avon Grove In-
termediate School’s PTA that in-
volves local craftspeople, dance 
groups, and raffles.
     “We were also able to get a 
spot at Country Christmas and 
sell scrunchies to raise over 
$350,” said Frantz.
     Social media has also proven 
to be a substantial help in raising 
awareness and money. Fineza 
asserts that this is “the easiest 
way” to raise awareness and 
money. It is their “biggest outlet 
for participation–both inside and 
outside of AGHS.” 
     One of the more popular meth-

ods on social media is some-
thing called Venmo Bingo. This 
is where members of Style Swap 
will post bingo cards on their so-
cial media pages, typically their 
Instagram stories, where each 
space represents a specific mon-
etary amount. 
     The member’s Venmo user-
name is listed at the bottom, and 
the potential donor picks a free 
space and Venmos that amount. 
Frantz said that this “[increases] 
fundraising and [gets] the stu-
dent body more involved with the 
cause.”
     After they played a video show-
casing different ways to style 
a dress throughout the month, 
Frantz and Fineza looked at each 
other. No words were spoken but 
an understanding was reached: 
this was the end of an era. 
     “We can never really know 
what the future will hold, but as 
co-president–and a senior–I can 
say that I am genuinely so proud 
of everything we have been able 
to accomplish as a club, and I can 
only hope that the underclassmen 
want to continue next year in their 
own way,” said Fineza. 

-Photo by Eliza Flanigan
An adorable cat named Ralph waits to be adopted at La 
Mancha Animal Shelter.

AG CLUBS

Style Swap aims to raise 
awareness for human 
trafficking by wearing 
dresses throughout 
December

Animal Aid Club seeks new homes for pets, but wants to be sure 
the owner is ready to make it permanent

By 
Abby Osborne
Senior Editor

Holidays are times for fami-
ly, friends and laughter, unless 
you’re stuck in a shelter with no 
family. 
     There are approximately 6.5 
million animals in shelters ac-
cording to the SPCA website, and 
that number is continuing to grow 
every single day. On top of that, 
1.5 million animals are euthanized 
yearly. 
     Animal Aid Club may not be 
able to adopt every animal in shel-
ters, but they are doing their best 
to help them in different ways.
    “Our club helps animals by 
connecting students with volun-
teering options, creating beds and 
blankets, creating awareness for 
animals during the holidays, rais-
ing money to help animals, and 
educating students in and out of 
the club about animal needs and 
tips,” said Carolynne Eckert, a 
member of the club.

     Many kids are begging for pup-
pies and kittens every year for 
Christmas, and they get them. But 
after a few months, the kids may 
lose interest or realize how much 
work having a pet is. 
      Some tips that Animal Aid Club 
gives may be surprising. For ex-
ample, Eckert said, “I personally 
don’t think pets should be given 
to kids as pets. There is a lot that 
can go wrong. They can go ne-
glected, and if the wrong animal is 
picked, like color or breed, it may 
get returned.”
     The number of animals re-
turned during the months of De-
cember, January, and February 
increases drastically. 
     Animals who are given during 
the holidays may be forced to live 
outside in below freezing tem-
peratures, which can cause a va-
riety of medical issues.
     If animals are returned, their 
chances of getting adopted drops 
dramatically because that goes 
on their record, causing people to 
believe the animal is problematic. 

    If you can’t adopt an animal, 
you could volunteer.
    “You get to help out and cud-
dle adorable animals. It will make 
both your days and can make an 
impact. Volunteering, anywhere, 
is a really positive thing you can 
do with your spare time,” said 
Eckert. 
     “We volunteer at Faithful 
Friends on Sundays quite often,” 
said Sophia Kaiser. 
     There are other ways to help 
other than volunteering. 
     “Other ways to help include 
joining our club, donate to local 
rescues, volunteer at shelters, 
and adopt.”
     If you still would like to get a pet 
for a present during the holidays, 
do your research on what animal 
would work best for your family.
      It also may be a good idea for 
you to find ways for you to have 
your family prove they are ready 
for an animal. This can include 
pet sitting, proving responsibility 
through chores, which means you 
should not be hounding your kids 

to do them.
     The kids 
can also do 
there own re-
search on a 
specific ani-
mal that they 
want.    Vol-
unteering and 
teaching them 
the amount of 
work an animal 
are also good 
ideas.
    Animals 
are beautiful 
creatures who 
will love their 
owners uncon-
ditionally, no 
matter what. 
Don’t take ad-
vantage of that.
      As Kaiser 
said, “Remem-
ber to adopt, 
not shop!”

- Photo by Abby Osborne
Members of Style Swap pose on the first school day of Dressember. As of December 9, 2019, Style Swap has 
raised $1,807.29 - over half of their goal.
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Red Devils top Downingtown West 6-3
BOYS ICE HOCKEY
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Walking the halls alongside heroes
COMUNITY

Firefighters and other emergency 
responders help people everyday. 
They are people in our communi-
ty who are willing to risk their own 
lives to save others. Something 
that Avon Grove students might 
not know is that there are many 
volunteer firefighters that walk the 
halls alongside them.
     The Avondale Fire Company 

has been a staple of the Avondale 
area. This organization has been 
in service to the community for 
over 133 years. Volunteering has 
been what the firehouse depends 
on for members. 
     Needless to say, there is lots of 
history here.
     Station 23 attracts people for a 
wide variety of reasons. 
     “I do it because of generations, 
my uncle, his dad, and his grand-
father have been in the business 
for many years. The thought of 

helping others for free at anytime 
of day or night just feels really 
good, and it’s a great adrenaline 
rush,” said student firefighter Tim-
my Dugger.
     “The reason I like running at 
Avondale is because I grew up 
around fire engines and all that. 
But I also wanted to be able to be 
a person people could count on in 
hard times and be a person that 
they can point at and say, ‘Hey, 
thank you for your service.’ That is 
why I’m on the fire service,” said 

student firefighter Anton Bilski.
     Whatever personal reason 
someone has for joining Station 
23, there is an underlying reason 
why they keep coming back. Sim-
ply put, brotherhood. 
     A common thread between 
these heroes is that the brother-
hood that comes along with being 
an Avondale firefighter is some-
thing that they just can’t walk 
away from.  

By
Anna Ashcraft

Staff Writer
As many people say, “practice 
makes perfect,” this truly shows 
with the AG boys varsity hockey 
team in a game that took place on 
December 9. This was an impres-
sive win against Downingtown 
West. 

   “Our game against Downing-
town West on Monday, December 
9 was by far the best game of the 
season. We knew it was going to 
be a tough game, but right from 
the start our team all had the 
same energy and mentality that 
led us to that win,”  junior Brady 
Buchwald said. 
     AG took a 1-0 lead on a pow-
er play goal from Nolan Zotter 

1:43 into the first period.  Brady 
Buchwald and Chad Anderson  
assiste the goal.
     The Red Devils led 3-0 after the 
first period as Evan D’Ambrosio 
and J.T. McDonald also scored.
     Downingtown West got on the 
board 18 seconds into the second 
period, but AG countered with 
Nolan Zotter’s second goal of the 
game.

     Heading into the final period 
with a 4-1 lead, the Red Devils did 
not back down as Jordan Fabian 
and Quinn Slavin added goals.  
The Whippets attempted a come-
back with two goals of their own.
     AG goaltender J.D. D’Ambrosio 
made 29 saves on 32 shots.
      “Overall, I think the team is 
as it’s best point since I’ve started 
playing freshman year. Everyone 

is more focused, committed, and 
acts like they want to be there for 
the team,” said Buchwald.
     Despite the win, Buchwald 
thinks they can improve their 
communication.
     As of December 11, the Red 
Devils are in 5th place with 7 
points and a 3-5-0 record.  Their 
next game is Friday, January 3 at 
8:00p.m. against Unionville.

By
Sean DelVecchio

Staff Writer

AG LIFE

AG strives for 
greater diversity 
in business and 
computer  
science
programs

It started at the beginning of the 
school year when Mrs. Stephanie 
Shrake noticed a consistent de-
mographic trend in her classes; 
they were taken mostly by males. 
Realizing that there was a lack of 
female interest in computer sci-
ence, Mrs. Shrake and a few of 
her students theorized a way to 
generate interest for computer 
science and programming. The 
result was #AGE.
     #AGE, a continually develop-
ing project, aims to increase the 
diversity 
of the re-
c u r r i n g 
s t u d e n t 
d e m o -
g r a p h i c 
in Avon 
G r o v e ’ s 
business and computer science 
programs.
     “#AGE is a way to celebrate 
the diversity of the school while 
making the business and com-
puter science classes more rep-
resentative of the Avon Grove 
population,” said Emiliano Villag-
omez-Lopez, a student involved 
with the development of #AGE. 
     The acronym #AGE stands 
for Avon Grove Equality. Its pri-
mary goal is simple: get students 
excited about participation in the 
business and computer science 
programs at Avon Grove. 

     “AGE is a way to help the de-
mographic blueprint of students in 
computer science and business 
match the demographic blueprint 
of the school,” said Mrs. Shrake.
     Despite initial successes, the 
student-driven development of 
the program has been met with its 
fair share of challenges. 
     “We’re only a group of three 
working on a school-wide proj-
ect,” said Villagomez-Lopez of his 
group.
     Villagomez-Lopez is no strang-
er to challenges, however. At the 
age of two, he immigrated to the 
U.S. from Mexico. He grew up 
learning English and Spanish si-

multane-
ously. 
     #AGE 
is his way 
of help-
ing Avon 
G r o v e 

students with similar back-
grounds. 
     “My experiences when I first 
came to the US make me want 
to help other people who moved 
here and help them reach to point 
I have,” said Villagomez-Lopez.
     While the development of #AGE 
is difficult, its leading members 
are certain it will come to fruition. 
     “Through teamwork and the 
mobilization of our resources, we 
will decide what’s best for #AGE 
and Avon Grove as a whole.”

By
Will DiBonaventura 

Staff Writer

AG students serve area fire departments

Sports 
Schedule

December 23
Girls Basketball vs. Unionville 
4:30p.m.
Boys Basketball vs. Unionville 
6:00p.m.

December 27
Girls Basketball @ Christmas 
Classic (West Chester Univ.)
Boys Basketball @ Bears Holiday 
Classic, 6:00p.m.

December 28
Girls Basketball @ Christmas 
Classic (West Chester Univ.)
Boys Basketball @ Bears Holi-
day Classic, 6:00p.m.

For more information visit http://avongrove.digitalsports.com/

December 20
Girls Ice Hockey @ Kingsway   
6:45p.m.

It’s not often that high schoolers 
get the chance to talk to peers 
that live almost 4,000 miles away, 
but it is an opportunity that the 
French III students of Avon Grove 
get to do in order to strengthen 
their skills in their target language.
     All French III students have a 
pen pal, who are English III stu-
dents in France. There are about 
50 French III students in total. 
Chances like this aren’t common, 
and this is the first time AGHS stu-
dents are able to do this.
     This came about when Avon 
Grove’s French teacher, Ma-
demoiselle Lawrenson, went to 
France over the summer for an 
educational opportunity, and there 
she met with another teacher she 
had previously known. 
     “Her students were interested in 
American pen pals, and I thought 
it would be a good opportunity for 
my students,” said Lawrenson.
     The letters that the students 
have sent helps them hone their 
grammar skills. Lawrenson thinks 
“[it allows] them to put everything 
they learn together.”
     Even though they’re still in the 
“beginning stages” of their ex-
change, she feels her students 
have been responding positive-
ly to being able to communicate 
with French students roughly their 
age. She comments that “every-
one has been very excited to get 
their letters back,” and “add each 
other on Snapchat.” 
     Overall, the theme of this expe-
rience is connection.
     “It’s always fun to connect with 
people your age,” Lawrenson 
said. 
     “Human connection is import-
ant, and it’s cool to have that with 
someone who doesn’t speak the 
same language,” said Anna Ash-

craft, one of her French III stu-
dents.
     Ashcraft said she’s eager to get 
this opportunity. 
     “I am excited to talk to people 
using what I have learned, and 
improving my French.”
     Joshua Schindler, another 
French III student, agreed. “It’s 
a real conversation,” he said. 
“You can talk about whatever you 
want.” 
     This experience in immersion 
helps sharpen their skills in a way 
regular classroom learning can’t.
     For Ashcraft, it has helped 
her understand more than she 
thought. “Seeing their mistakes 
helps me understand how the lan-
guages are different.” 
     But language isn’t the only dif-
ference between American and 
French teenagers, and the stu-
dents can observe this through 
their letters.
     Even though the differences, 
like the French students’ walled 

city of a home, compared to the 
Pennsylvanian countryside of 
Avon Grove, are prevalent, there 
are similarities as well. “He likes 
horror movies and pizza,” Schin-
dler said about his pen pal.
     Learning these similarities 
and differences is good because 
“I can’t just walk outside and see 
them,” according to Schindler.
     Both Lawrenson and Ashcraft 
alike believe that having a pen pal 
is beneficial. Ashcraft thinks it’s 
important because “it’s different 
than learning from a textbook.” 
     Though Lawrenson did not 
have this experience when she 
was learning French, she wishes 
she did. “It would have shown me 
even more how much you can use 
French.”
     This experience will hopefully 
stick with these French students 
for a long time, maybe even al-
lowing them to form friendships, 
while still helping them strengthen 
their skills.

French III students 
connect with pen pals to 
sharpen their skills

By
Natalie Kelmelis

Staff Writer

-Photo by Natalie Kelmelis
Naomi Partridge, a French III student, has a pen pal from France.
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#AGE


