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--Courtesy of Michael Karney
Michael Karney, age 18, was stationed in Seoul, South Korea in 1976.

What do people remember from 40 years 
ago? This veteran has the answer. 
       60-year-old Michael Karney made the 
life-changing decision to join the military 
at age 17 because he was disinterested 
in gaining any further education after high 
school.
     After Kareny’s initial training, he found 
out he was to be stationed at Camp Hum-
phrey in South Korea, which is located  
about 75 miles south of Seoul. 
     This was Karney’s first experience trav-
eling overseas or on an airplane.
     “I was scared,” he said. “I had never 
been on an airplane.”
     During Kareny’s 13 month stay in Ko-
rea, two main events have stuck with him 
throughout the years.  
     The first event was the Axe Murder in 
1976, where two American Soldiers had 
been given the job to trim a tree, since it 
was blocking the view of the DMZ  (Demil-
itarized Zone). During the job, North Kore-
ans brutally slaughtered the two soldiers 
with knives and axes. 
     “It was big news. We went on lockdown 
for an entire week after the incident,” he 
said. 
     Kareny told how America went into a 
panic, thinking that war was about to ensue. 
While he was preparing for war, two more 
soldiers went and cut down the tree into vir-
tually nothing as a symbol of strength. 
     Fortunately, the feared war did not occur.
     The next event that stuck with Michael 
Karney during his deployment in Korea was 
his experience getting to tour the Joint Se-
curity Area (JSA) which separates North 
and South Korea and is located in Panmun-
jom, also known as the peace city. 
     “Only 12-15 soldiers were chosen to go. 
I was one of the lucky ones,” he said. The 

JSA is the area in which North and South 
Korea will have peaceful meetings.
     “While on the way to the JSA, we were 
taking pictures, but about 10-15 miles out-
side of it, we were told that we couldn’t take 
anymore,” Karney explained. 
     Photos could not be taken due to secu-
rity purposes. 
     According to Kareny, when they would 
look out the window, you could see tanks 
hidden in the mountain. He also said that 
his tour guide told him that there were ex-
plosives hidden underneath every bridge, 
and all it would take for the explosives to go 
off would be one person pressing a button.
     Once Karney actually got to the build-
ing where the two countries would have 
their meetings, he noticed many intriguing 
things. The building that held the meeting 
room was long, gray, and made completely 
of stone. 
     Inside of the meeting room, there was 
a thin white line going down the center, 
which separated North and South Korea. A 
simple, white fold up table was located in 
the center of the room. On top of the table, 
there were flags from each country. 
     “North Korea’s flag always had to be 
better,” he said. “If the South Korean flag 
was ten inches tall, then the North Korean’s 
flag was twelve. They [North Korea] were 
always trying to one-up.” 
     One thing that the South had an advan-
tage over was the height of their soldiers.
     “The height minimum to be in the JSA for 
South Korea was 6’2’’, something the North 
Koreans could not accomplish. Intimidation 
was key,” he said. 
      Kareny’s experience overshadowed his 
nostalgia.
      “It was hard being so far from home, but 
I also got to witness what many had just 
heard rumors of. Soldiers are only aloud to 
be stationed in Korea for 13 months, which 
is every soldier’s dream because of the 
short time frame,” he said.

     After the military, he said that he was 
pressured into going into college by his 
friends. Kareny ended up going to Penn 
State Eastern and earned two associate 
degrees, one bachelor’s, and one master’s.

 Karney may not remember every-
thing from 40 years ago, but he certainly 
remembers Korea.

Veteran remembers deployment in Korea

Voters make “educated” decisions

The midterm elections earlier this 
November have brought in a flur-
ry of new Democrats, while also 
keeping previously held seats, that 
will directly influence our educa-
tion system.
     At the state level, Bob Casey, 
Democrat, has kept his seat in the 
Senate after defeating newcom-
er Lou Barletta, Republican, by 
12.8% of the vote, according to 
The New York Times. 
     The New York Times also re-
ports that Tom Wolf, a fellow Dem-
ocrat incumbent, has retained his 
position as Pennsylvania state 
governor, winning by 16.8% of the 
vote against Scott Wagner, a Re-
publican.
     Locally, Chrissy Houlahan, 
Democrat, defeated Greg McCau-
ley, Republican, in the race for 
United States Representative of 
the newly created 6th district by 
17.6% of the vote per NPR. Houla-
han joins three others in becoming 
the first women to have a Pennsyl-
vania seat in the House of Repre-
sentatives. 
     When it comes to represent-
ing the 13th legislative district at 
the state house, incumbent John 
Lawrence, Republican, secured 
his seat, winning by 10.1% of the 

vote against Sue Walker, accord-
ing to Pennsylvania’s Department 
of State.
     When asked about the demo-
graphic change in Congress, Sar-
ah Hottenstein, an Avon Grove ju-
nior, said, “It was very progressive 
of us, and they’re going to do great 
things.”
     With Casey and Wolf’s reelec-
tion, Houlahan’s new election, and 
the Democrats taking control of 
the House, what does this mean 
for the students of Pennsylvania?
     In terms of Casey, he will still be 
following through with the promis-
es he’s kept through his past two 
terms: reducing student loans and 
making college more accessible, 
providing more technical educa-
tion opportunities, advocating for 
abstinence plus sex education 
(encouraging remaining absti-
nent but also teaching students 
about methods of birth control), 
and ensuring campus safety as 
advertised on his official website 
and shown through past voting re-
cords.
    Wolf will be continuing his in-
vestment in furthering STEM edu-
cation and making it more acces-
sible.  He also hopes to allow for 
students to gain workplace expe-
rience, improve campus safety, 
reduce the length of standardized 
tests like the PSSA, and more ac-
cording to the bills he has made 

since he’s been in office and his 
official website.
     Houlahan, however, is a new 
representative for the southeast 
region of Pennsylvania since 
congressional district lines were 
redrawn because of Republican 
gerrymandering. She touts no pre-
vious voting record since she has 
never been in Congress before. 
     However, Houlahan has made 
one thing clear throughout her 
campaign: education is one of 
her biggest priorities. After all, she 
was previously been a chemis-
try teacher in North Philadelphia 
and has participated in Teach For 
America Corps.
     Many students have expressed 
great satisfaction in the fact that 
their education system could po-
tentially be turned around by these 
new appointments. 
     Karina Lopez, senior, in particu-
lar was excited about the possible 
changes.
     “This can potentially increase 
the liberal view in education like 
more funding for public schools, 
more support for teachers, and 
stuff like that.”
     However, Lawrence’s views on 
education differ slightly from the 
other elected officials. Based on 
his past voting records, obtained 
from VoteSmart, an organization 
dedicated to giving an unbiased 
view of candidates, he is in fa-

vor of standardized testing, im-
plementing teacher evaluations 
as a means of keeping their em-

ployment, and amending charter 
school laws. 

ELECTION 2018

VETERANS DAY

 -Photo by Abby Osborne 
Millions of Americans flocked to the polls on November 6 to vote in the 
midterm elections.

Midterm elections affect how government will educate youth



 Herald Sports
Friday, November 30, 2018 Page 2

By
Zach Humphreys

Staff Writer

Red Devils off to an icy cold start

GIRLS BASKETBALL

The Avon Grove girls basketball 
team will be led by new head 
coach Bart O’Connor.     
     Last year the varsity team’s re-
cord was 3-15. The varsity coach 
last year was Harry Loeffler. 
     Coach O’Connor has been 
coaching for 15 years. He’s 
coached travel teams, AAU 
teams, CYO, and the Avon Grove 
Hawks. 
     “I’m part of the community,” 
said Coach O’Connor. “I’ve al-
ways wanted to coach and this 
was an amazing opportunity. 
     “I think the number one goal 
here is to build a culture.” 

     Coach O’Connor is trying to 
instill a culture where  the girls are 
committed and work their hardest. 
Coach O’Connor wants to do clin-
ics with the younger students and 
build relationships with AVBM and 
the middle school. 
     “I also want them to under-
stand and learn it’s one at a time. 
And whether you look at it as one 
day at a time, one game at a time, 
one quarter at a time, one basket 
at a time, its always one thing at a 
time, and not to get upset and just 
work harder.”
      He went onto explain that 
the girls all have to work togeth-
er, and all be on the same page. 
They have to communicate and 
set goals.      

New coaching 
staff gets their 
shot, hopes to 
build program

By
 Ben Younger

Staff Writer

3 SEASONS, 
3 SPORTS

-Photo courtesy of Olivia Watson
The new girls basketball coaching staff includes Coach Annie Rivituso, Head 
Coach Bart O’Connor, and Coach Michelle Hartman. 

For more information visit http://avongrove.digitalsports.com/

Business teacher Mr. Kyle Christy 
coaches golf, basketball, and tennis

BOYS ICE HOCKEY

PROFILE

-Photo courtesy of  Kyle Christy
Coach Kyle Christy (far right) coached the AG boys golf team in the fall.  He is the JV boys basketball coach in the 
winter, and he leads the boys tennis team in the spring.

After already coaching two sports 
teams,  Avon Grove business 
teacher, Mr. Christy, didn’t feel as 
if that were enough. 
     As he was originally coaching 
boys golf and boys tennis, he de-
cided to be part of the new boys 
basketball program and coach the 
junior varsity team. 
     Even though all the sports are 
in separate seasons, it still seems 
to be very tough to not have any 
time off from sports.
     “It is exactly what I had to do 
when I was in high school play-
ing all three sports,” Mr. Christy 

said. “The only thing different now 
is I am coaching, so it is like the 
same transition as it was in high 
school. I always had either tennis 
or golf practice from 3:00p.m. to 
5:00 p.m. and then right after from 
5:30p.m. to 7:30p.m. I had bas-
ketball practice.”
     Mr. Christy also related his 
busy life after school to when he 
is teaching. 
     “A big thing I teach in all of my 
business classes is time manage-
ment, and coaching three sports I 
need to use good time manage-
ment, right things down, and use 
a calendar.”
     During the summer, the boys 
basketball team needed someone 

to help out with the team, and Mr. 
Christy stepped in.
     “Being around the players 
makes me get to know them a 
lot better and it makes it easier to 
teach them in the classroom. All 
in all, I really like interacting with 
the kids at Avon Grove. They par-
ticipate in everything in the class-
room and when I´m coaching, 
they give 110 percent.”
     It may be a very tough thing 
to do, but Mr. Christy has always 
been up for the challenge and 
loves to coach sports, so it is safe 
to say he is the right guy to do it.

The boys ice hockey team has 
struggled to start the season as 
they are currently 2-3-0 (as of No-
vember 26).
     The season started off great 
against Interboro on October 26,  
with a 5-1 win.
     The game started off slow un-
til AG defender Brady Buchwald 
scored 8:14 into the first period to 
give the Red Devils a 1-0 lead.
     In the second period, Avon 
Grove forward Quinn Slavin 
scored 7:59 into the period to dou-
ble the lead, but Interboro forward 
Dylan Sangmeister answered 
less than two minutes later.   
     The third period was controlled 
by the Red Devils as they did not 
allow an Interboro goal. 
     Instead, AG added goals by 

Brady Buchwald, Sal Borleis, and 
Nolan Zotter.
     Avon Grove had 47 shots on 
goal and AG goalie J.D. D’Ambro-
sio made 15 saves on 16 shots.
     After the season opener, ev-
erything seemed to go down hill. 
They got onto a two game losing 
streak and were outscored 22-5. 
     On November 2, the first game 
of their losing streak was a loss to 
West Chester East. 
     Quinn Slavin scored all Avon 
Grove’s goals in an 11-2 loss.   
     The Red Devil offense strug-
gled with only 13 shots on goal 
while J.D. D’Ambrosio had to de-
fend 39 shots.
     On November 5,  Avon Grove 
improved their goal tally, but lost 
to Bayard Rustin 11-3.
     The Red Devils challenged 
Delaware Military Academy on 
November 19.  DMA led 2-0 af-

ter two periods, but Avon Grove’s 
Josh Sepela scored on a goal as-
sisted by Ian Huver to cut the lead 
in half with over half the period to 
play.
     DMA scored 30 seconds later 
to extend the lead to 3-1, but the 
Red Devils tied the game with two 
goals from Ian Huver.
     However, the Red Devils’ resur-
gence was thwarted in overtime 
as DMA’s Markus Cook scored 
1:07 into the period for the 4-3 
win.
     On November 21 Avon Grove 
continued to improve as they de-
feated the Unionville Indians 2-1.  
     Similar to the match vs. DMA, 
the Red Devils gave up the first 
goal in the first period, but then 
came on strong to score goals in 
the last two periods as Chad An-
derson added one in the second 
period, and Ian Huver scored the 

game-winning goal in the third.
     Head Coach Brian Capobi-
anco understands what the team 
needs to do to improve. 
     “Namely we have to be more 
disciplined in our defensive 
positioning and staying out of the 
penalty box. That will go a long 
way. Next, we have to make sure 
we have the right attitude moving 
forward. 
     “Even with the early losses 
I am very excited and optimistic 
about this new season. We have 
the skill to win the conference, 
Flyers Cup, and the state cham-
pionship. It’s up to us to match 
that skill with effort and cohesion. 
That’s what makes a winning 
team,” said Capobianco.
     The Red Devils continue their 
season tonight at 8:10p.m. at 
the Patriot Ice Center in Newark, 
Delaware against St. Mark’s. 

By 
Olivia Watson

Staff Writer

Boys Ice Hockey 
Schedule and Results

2-3-0
W 5-1 @ Interboro
L 11-2 vs WC East

L 11-3 @ WC Bayard Rustin
L 4-3 @ DMA 

W 2-1 @ Unionville
vs. St. Marks - Nov. 30

vs. WC Henderson - Dec. 7
vs. Roman Catholic - Dec. 14

vs. Downingtown West - Dec. 17
@ Downingtown West - Dec. 21

@ AB Ryan - Jan. 4
@ WC Henderson - Jan. 7

@ WC East - Jan. 14
vs. Downingtown East - Jan. 18
vs. WC Bayard Rustin - Jan. 25
@ Downingtown East - Feb. 8

vs. Unionville - Feb. 18
vs. Kennett - Feb. 22

Sports 
Schedule

Today
Boys Basketball 
Scrimmage @ Springfield HS, 
7:00p.m.
Boys Ice Hockey vs. St. Mark’s 
Patriot Ice Center, 8:10p.m.

December 1
Girls Basketball Scrimmage vs. Upper 
Darby, 10:30a.m.
Cheerleading @ District 1 Championships, 
Central Bucks South HS, 3:00p.m.

December 7
Wrestling Tournament @ Solanco 
High School, 1:00p.m.

December 8
Cheerleading @ Falcon Winter 
Classic, Charles Boehm MS

For more information visit http://avongrove.digitalsports.com/
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By
Ava Wittman

Column

FALL PLAY

Upcoming 
Events

Winter Break
Monday, December 24 - 
Tuesday, January 1

Santa’s 
Breakfast
December 5

Holiday Holla
December 21

Choral 
Concert
Decemberber 5

Imagine you’re sitting in class, in 
a movie theater, in the car, with 
friends; nothing is out of the ordi-
nary. Everything is going just as 
any other day. Until all your ratio-
nale flies out the window. 
     And through that window, in 
comes the storm. 
     You begin to tremble. 
     Your palms are sweating out 
of control. 
     Your head feels as if it’s spin-
ning at 100 miles per hour. 
     Your entire body feels like it’s 
about to erupt. 
     But for what reason? 
     There is no reason. This is 
simply just a daily occurrence in 
the life of a person diagnosed with 
panic disorder.      
     So, what is panic disorder? 
Who does it affect? 
     According to the Anxiety and 
Depression Association of Ameri-
ca, panic disorder is a psychiatric 
mental disorder in which anxiety 
and fear arise frequently and in-
tensely with no reasonable cause. 
     More than 3 million people in 
the United States are diagnosed 
with this condition each year. 
This disorder affects all ages, but 
is significantly more frequent in 
teenage years through age 60. 
     Anxiety/panic disorder have no 
true cause. They could be caused 
by traumatic events that occurred 
in the past, or they could occur 
with no cause at all.
     Most people don’t understand 

panic disorder in its entirety. They 
think that it is caused by over-
thinking. 
     Never tell a victim of panic or 
anxiety disorder to “just stop wor-
rying” or “calm down.” It makes 
the victim feel worse. 
     Instead, try asking them if they 
would like your company or if they 
would like to step outside. A calm 
manner will almost always help to 
soothe a person having an attack. 
     If you or someone you know 
happen to be experiencing symp-
toms such as sudden feelings of 
faintness, dizziness, hot flash-
es, sweating despite being still, 
hyperventilating, trembling, and 
more; don’t refrain from getting 
help for yourself or for a close 
friend.
      I have been a victim of panic 
attacks for the past seven years, 
and getting help was the greatest 
decision I have ever made. If I had 
not gone to my school counselor, 
my parents, and my friends and 
family, I would still be captured 
in my own body, masked, almost 
suffocated, by panic. 
     Today, I can go to school with 
little to no attacks. I can go out 
with my friends, and I can feel like 
a sociable kid again. 
     I can’t recommend enough to 
get help. Get evaluated. Things 
will get better. This condition can-
not be cured, but can be reduced. 
     Counselors are not to be 
feared! They want to help you, 
and you should use their help to 
your advantage. Things will al-
ways be better.

   It is well-known that life is full of changes, and high 
school can not escape from that fact.
     Recently Mrs. Balbach, a Spanish teacher who 
was beginning her fourth year at the high school, re-
signed to spend more time with her young daughter. 
     In her place, Avon Grove has welcomed Mrs. 
Summa, who started teaching at the high school on 
November 1 (the day that the first marking period 
ended).
     “Everyone at the high school has been very sup-
portive, students and staff alike.  Avon Grove is a 
great school and I am happy to be here,” commented 
Mrs. Summa.
     New teachers take over classes all the time, but 
what is really unique about this situation is the fact 
that this is Mrs. Summa’s first time teaching… ever.
     “My mom was a teacher–she actually started her 
career at Avon Grove–and I had always wanted to be 
a teacher,” Mrs. Summa added.
     She previously worked as an attorney in the areas 
of family law and juvenile justice, but decided that at 
this point in her life, she needed to make an import-
ant decision.
     “I enjoyed my legal career but there were many 
times that I thought about teaching instead, but the 
time never seemed right. I decided it was now or 
never,” she explained.
     Although this is her first time being a Spanish 
teacher, it is not her first time being involved with 
Spanish.
     “I studied Spanish in high school and decided to 
major in Spanish in college because I loved the lan-
guage.  I received my bachelor’s degree in Spanish 
from Millersville University, graduating in the honors 
program for my major.  I studied abroad in Salaman-
ca, Spain during college,” she replied.
     But of course, with change comes difficulty, 
and with difficulty comes frustration. Although Mrs. 
Summa admitted that the transition has been “over-
whelming,” she also said that she is looking forward 
to what’s to come.
     “Change is hard, even when it’s a change that you 
have initiated.  A mentor once told me that if you are 

not feeling uncomfortable, then you are not growing.  
So, I have been growing a lot this month,” she re-
flected.
     She will not be the only one growing from this 
experience: her students will be joining her in this 
journey of change.
     “My hope is that my students grow as learners and 
individuals and appreciate the beauty of Spanish,” 
stated Mrs. Summa.
     Her words of advice for her new students are 
words that all high schoolers, and pretty much any 
person in any stage of life, could benefit from hear-
ing: Don’t be afraid to take a risk!
     She has plenty of experience with using that ad-
vice–about a year ago, she decided that she wanted 
a career change. She abandoned what was comfort-
able and familiar to her in pursuit of a new passion.
     And now here she is.

Spanish teacher 
embraces new career

By
Olivia Kunitsky

Senior Editor

With somersaulting, sarcastic Wil-
ly Wonka, a slightly scary Slug-
worth, and a dedicated stage crew 
and directors, it is safe to say that  
Avon Grove High School’s fall 
play, Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory was a success!
    “I think it went well,” said Danny 
Quinn who played Slugworth and 
one of the bickering narrators. 
“These performances always go 
well either way, even if tech week 
is a rollercoaster. Each show over 
the weekend gets better and bet-
ter, and every show over the years 
is more amazing than the last.”
    Avon Grove High School stu-
dents worked tirelessly through 
the first part of the school year to 
bring the entire community a play 
that made them clap and laugh af-
ter every scene.
    “It was such a fun show to put 
on,” said Kieran Eustace, who 
played Willy Wonka. “I’m really 
proud with how it turned out.”
    Since the moment he somer-

saulted through the golden gates 
of the chocolate factory to make 
his initial appearance, Kieran Eu-
stace’s everlasting sarcasm and 
upbeat, careless attitude was 
adored by the audience.  His 
lines, mostly the ones of implica-
tion, caused an uproar of laughter 
throughout the entire auditorium.
    “A majority of my lines were 
improv,” said Eustace. “A hand-
ful of them were in the script, but 
during our first read through, I 
would throw in a line or two, and 
the directors never said anything. 
Eventually, they ended up encour-
aging my additions, so I just went 
to town and had a blast with it.”
    Since his role was such a sen-
sation, it was surprising to learn 
that Wonka was not the first role 
Eustace had thought of audition-
ing for.
    “I actually didn’t audition for 
Wonka. I auditioned for Mike Tea-
vee. I didn’t believe I would fit the 
role of Wonka, and I was really 
doubtful, so I circled Mike on the 
audition paper. However, at call-
backs, the directors had me read 
for Wonka, and I realized then and 

there how badly I wanted 
to play the part.”
    Danny Quinn was anoth-
er actor who got a different 
part than he auditioned for.
    “I was surprised when 
I was offered the role of 
Slugworth, mostly because 
I hadn’t realized he was he 
was in this show at all,” 
said Quinn. “Followed by 
the thought that he was in-
credibly creepy whispering 
in kids’ ears. But then I had 
a moment of clarity: I could 
finally be the villain I’ve longed to 
be for years.”
    Quinn also got the part of one of 
the narrators in the Bucket house.
     “I loved being one of the three 
narrators battling it out for the lead 
storyteller at the Bucket house. I 
only got to be the main once 
during the whole performance, 
but it was definitely my favorite 
part to act out.”
    Kieran Eustace also believes 
that this has been a huge confi-
dence boost for him.
    “I just wanted to say thank you to 
all involved in the production and 

the audiences. A lot of hard work 
goes into shows, so I love when 
people take the time to appreciate 
it,” Eustace said. “Also, thank you 
for all of the compliments over the 
part! I was really doubtful of my-
self, but this show and the positive 
feedback has helped me improve 
substantially, both with ability and 
confidence acting.”
     But aside from the opportunity 
to act, theatre has also given its 
participants, as Quinn describes, 
a type of “family.”
     “I love my Avon Grove theatre 
family so much, and even though 

I’m a senior, I’ll always be a part 
of Avon Grove theatre. I’ll be back 
every year to visit old and new 
members, and if I ever get rich 
one day, I’ll be donating to the-
atre. If I don’t get rich, I’ll still come 
with my love and support either 
way. And a couple nickels when 
my college debt is over with.”

SWEET SUCCESS
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory play thrills audience

By
Lara McKinnon

Senior Editor

Students should 
seek help with 
panic disorder

PROFILECOMMENTARY

                                                 -Photo by Olivia Kunitsky
Mrs. Summa decided to change careers and become a 
teacher.
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How do you say goodbye?

By
Alli Connelly

Special to The Herald

     As graduation inches clos-
er and closer with each passing 
day, it becomes increasingly dif-
ficult for me to believe that in a 
few short months, I’ll be leaving. I 
guess in the back of my mind part 
of me thought it would never end, 
that this daily routine I’ve grown 
so accustomed to, was somewhat 
immortal. Yet here I am, in No-
vember of my senior year, trying 
to figure out how exactly I’ll say 
goodbye to the past 17–almost 
18– years of my life. 
     The art of creation itself, the 
ability to breathe life into nothing-
ness, has always drawn me. But 
as time has gone on this fasci-
nation has been reflected upon 
and refined, going past the desire 
to merley bring something into 
existence, but to program it with 
a purpose. Which is why in the 
early weeks of September, while 

venting my mixed emotions about 
the impending conclusion of my 
high school experience, I jumped 
at the idea proposed by my guid-
ance counselor, Mrs. Markowitz, 
to express those feelings in the 
form of photographs. 
     I started off by doing a survey of 
my peers asking four questions: 
How do you feel about leaving 
high school, what are you most 
excited for, what will you miss the 
most, and to the alumni, what’s 
life like after graduation? Using 
these responses, I tried to incor-
porate their overall tone into the 
pictures themselves. Books were 
employed as symbols of the re-
lationships we’ve built and the 
memories we made, while black 
attire stood as a representation of 
the inevitable passing of it all. And 
when finally woven together it was 
sincerely a beautiful project, as 
much as mine as anyone else’s. 
     However, there is one ques-
tion that I’m regretful to not have 
asked:  what’s the most important 

lesson you’ve learned? So, with 
the absence of a response, I’ll 
provide my own.  
     My teenage era, through the 
many battles and triumphs it’s 
sent my way, has granted me 
some of the most valuable words 
of wisdom I’ll ever know, but there 
is one message in particular that 
comes to mind when reflecting 
back on my stay here as a whole. 
The both fortunate and unfortu-
nate truth is, in the vast majority 
of lives we intersect with, places 
we pass through, and even these 
seemingly endless four years 
called high school, we are simply 
visitors, briefly stopping by on our 
ongoing, individual journeys. 
     By the time senior year rolled 
around, I figured things had 
changed as much as they ever 
would, only to find three months 
in that things had evolved more 
than they ever have. The friend-
ships I had built, the day-to-day 
normalities, and even parts of my 
own character, faded faster than 

I had time to come to terms with. 
And that’s when it finally hit me: 
this continuous, unpredictable, 
metamorphosis wasn’t a phase–it 
was just life. 
     But perhaps that’s why it’s so 
vital to make the most of every 
moment we’re given, because you 
can’t take anything with you when 
you leave this world, but you can 
leave something behind. On this 
long and winding road we travel 
down, the greatest task we can 
achieve is to find a silver lining in 
every hardship, seek the poten-
tial in each day, and create a trail 
of compassion in the hearts we 
touch along the way. The expanse 
of our existence will be undoubt-
edly full of goodbyes, and I’ve 
come to hope that each and every 
one will be accompanied with at 
least a hint of sadness, because 
that way I’ll know that whatever 
it is I’m bidding farewell to holds 
some degree of significance. 
     I never in a million years thought 
I’d say this, but I am going to miss 

high school, despite the fact that 
it’s often felt like an uphill battle. 
     But sometimes the death of 
something good means the birth 
of something great. So I can’t 
look back, not for too long, any-
ways. There’s a whole frontier 
out there for us to explore, and 
I’d hate to miss even a second of 
that. I wouldn’t be who I am today 
without the members of the Avon 
Grove community, and for that I’m 
forever grateful. To all my amazing 
teachers (and counselors), thank 
you for guiding me in the right di-
rection and inspiring me in more 
ways than you’ll ever know. And to 
class of 2019, it’s been a pleasure 
growing up with all of you, and 
while I hate to be parting ways 
with such special people, I can’t 
wait to witness the great things I 
know we’re going to accomplish. 
Go and conquer the world guys.

With much love, 

Alli Connelly 

Senior reflects on her last four years 
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