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COMMUNITY 

I stood outside the musty office, 
scared to enter, but I did anyways. 
     There was a bullet hole in the 
floor, and a pool of blood behind it. 
     The desk was turned over, the 
chairs were ripped up, and papers 
covered with blood everywhere. 
     As I stepped onto the cinder 
block over the sea of red, I looked 
at the struggle that could be seen 
on the walls. Pictures of my family 
that once hung on the wall were 
on the floor covered in broken 
glass and splattered blood. 
     That was the office that my 
grandfather, Patrick Spinosa, had 
worked in before he was attacked 
and stabbed 30 times. It all began 
the night of October 8, 2015, in 
southwest Philadelphia. 

     The attacker walked in and 
out of the building multiple times.    
“After that went on for a couple of 
times, maybe two or three times 
at that point, I realized that some-
thing was a little strange,” Spinosa 
said. 
     When the attacker went back 
into the building, Spinosa said to 
the man that he could take what-
ever he wanted, but that wasn’t 
good enough. The attacker  then 
pulled a gun out of a duffel bag, 
and stuck it in Spinosa’s chest . 
     “I was very fortunate that he 
didn’t just put the gun to my chest 
and pull the trigger and kill me, ” 
Spinosa said. 
     Spinosa grabbed the gun and 
tried to aim it at the attacker, in 
hopes that it would go off and 
someone would come to help. 
They wrestled over the gun, but 

when the gun went off, the bullet 
hit the floor. 
     Spinosa then hit the clip out 
of the gun.
     “That saved my life,” Spino-
sa said. “Just hitting that clip and 
disabling the gun saved my life.”
     The attacker then threw the 
gun, and found a knife that     Spi-
nosa had in his office. That was 
when he started to stab Spinosa 
in the face, top of the head, neck, 
and upper chest. 
      He had a total of 30 stab 
wounds. 
      The attacker found a glass 
vase, and started to beat Spi-
nosa in the head. Spinosa said 
to the attacker, “Please don’t kill 
me, my wife is on the liver trans-
plant list at Johns Hopkins. You 
can’t kill me, I have to take care 

SEE STORE OWNER PAGE 4

OVERCOMING CRIME
By

Olivia Watson
Staff Writer

AG Life
Model UN

                    Page 3 

Sports
  Girls Soccer 

Page 2

Inside
Sports Page 2
AG Life Page 3

News Briefs Page 4

--Photo courtesy of Olivia Kunitsky
Students pose for a picture with Mrs. Balbach on AG Pride Day. From left 
to right in the back row: Justin Woodward, Haley Allen; from left to right 
in the front row: Mrs. Balbach, Becca LeStourgeon, Chelsea Kneedler, 
Junior Machorro, Olivia Kunitsky

Oprah Winfrey once said, “For every one of 
us that succeeds, it’s because there’s some-
body there to show you the way out. The light 
doesn’t always necessarily have to be in your 
family; for me, it was teachers and school.”
     It is undeniable that Mrs. Balbach (or Seño-
ra), who is going on her fourth year as a Span-
ish teacher at Avon Grove, has been a bright 
light for her students.
     “I added Señora Balbach as one of my 
favorite memories at my tennis Senior Night 
because she always finds a way to make [her 
students] smile. I have always had fun in her 
class, and she’s great to talk to about any-
thing,” shared senior Chelsea Kneedler.
     Additionally, senior Justin Woodward com-
mented, “Señora Balbach is one of the most 
insightful and entertaining teachers that I have 
ever had during my high school career. I have 
learned so much from the three years that I 
have had her.”
     Along with teaching at Avon Grove, Señora 
has also attended the school as a student.
     “Spirit Week and Homecoming were a lot of 
fun, and I always loved my Spanish classes, 
they were very memorable. I feel like I have 
always been a part of this area and a part of 
this school,” she recollected.
      She also said that she remembers es-
pecially enjoying Mrs. Worrell’s English class, 
Mr. Martelli’s history class, and Dr. Zook’s 
physics class. 
     “The memories I have being a student and 
then also now working with the same people are 
probably some of the fondest because you get to 
see how your relationship as a student and then as a 
colleague changes, but also how it stays so similar,” 
she added.
     Señora recently announced that she will be re-
signing as she plans to take on new endeavors.
     “I decided that I wanted to be home with my 
daughter Evoli more because she is only going to be 
little once,” she explained.
     She also plans to teach yoga classes and to be-
come a labor delivery coach in her free time. 
     Although she is looking forward to pursuing these 
activities, her students aren’t looking forward to 
spending the rest of the year without her. 
     However, Señora knows that despite the fact that 
her students will miss her, they will be okay in the 

long run.
     “Always remember that what you need lies with-
in you. Just because something changes, it doesn’t 
mean that it’s bad. Change can be difficult but it can 
also be good,” she replied.
     She concluded by praising the quality of her expe-
rience as a teacher at Avon Grove.
     “My time here at this school has been very spe-
cial. This year was the start of me walking through 
an entire four years with the same kids, from their 
freshman to their senior year, which makes it extra 
special. I have also enjoyed getting to know siblings 
of my older or previous students,” she emphasized.
     She would like to thank her students, her col-
leagues, and administration for their support and un-
derstanding throughout this transition.
     For one last time, “Adios y ten un buen día.” 

Balbach reflects on her 
time at Avon Grove 

Philadelphia store owner opens new shop after
suffering from attack

1:1 initiative hits 
its peak

By
Ben Younger
Staff Writer

Avon Grove School District has 
continued the 1:1 initiative by pro-
viding Chromebooks for all stu-
dents at Avon Grove High School.  
The 1:1 initiative means that there 
is one device for each student.
     Avon Grove High School princi-
pal Mr. DeShong explains why the        
district is using Chromebooks.
     “It gives everyone the same 
opportunity to access information 
online.  It levels the playing field 
for students who may not have 
laptops at home while we provide 
them for them,” said DeShong. 
“So many schools have online 
classes that having them at Avon 
Grove will prepare them for the 
future.”
     According to the U.S. News & 
World Report, the Babson Survey 
Research Group found that over 
6 million college students took at 
least one online class during the 
fall of 2016.  This was nearly a 6 
percent increase from the previ-
ous year.
     Last year, the freshman class 
was the only class to get Chrome-
books.  
     “I like the Chromebooks be-
cause we can study online during 
the school day,” sophomore Dom-
inic Williams said. 
     He also described how it made 
him feel during the day. 
     “It makes me less stressed be-
cause I don’t have to rely on my 
writing all the time.”
     More teachers are starting to 
use the Chromebooks for tests 
and quizzes. 
     The use of Chromebooks gives 
students more access to the in-

ternet. This can make it easier 
for doing projects and further re-
search. 
     However, by using Chrome-
books, students are asked to be 
responsible for them. For some 
students, it is hard to remember 
to charge your Chromebook and 
remember to bring it each day, 
but students are allowed to visit 
the Technology Office to borrow a 
laptop.
     The introduction to Chrome-
books have had pros and cons in 
AG. Some students still want to 
hold a piece of paper, but using 
digital technology can prepare 
you for the future.

All AGHS students use 
Chromebooks this year

AG LIFEPROFILE

 -Photo by Ben Younger 
Senior Anthony Hammond using his 
Chromebook.  All freshmen received 
a Chromebook last near.  Now all 
upperclassmen have one as well. 

  -Photo courtesy of Patrick Spinosa
Patrick Spinosa’s new store opened almost a year ago.
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The Avon Grove football team 
has had its share of ups and 
downs this season.  The team 
started 2-1, but after facing area 
powerhouses like Downingtown 
East, Downingtown West, and 
Malvern Prep, the Red Devils will 
try to end the season at .500.
     “Playing Malvern excited me 
because they have lots of divi-
sion one athletes on their team, 
so when I played them it made 
me excited because I wanted to 
see how I matched up against 
division one athletes,” said senior 
wide receiver Tyre Stead.
     The team experienced jubi-
lation after Stead´s miraculous 
62-yard kickoff return for touch-
down to secure the win against 
Unionville, but then found out 

how arduous the competition can 
be after getting trampled 35-7 by 
Downingtown West. 
     Most of the team’s wins have 
been in West Grove.  The Red 
Devils defeated local rivals Ken-
nett (21-7) and Unionville (24-22), 
and upended West Chester East 
34-14 on Homecoming.
     They suffered losses at Harry 
S. Truman (46-12), Downingtown 
East (48-14), and Downingtown 
West (35-7). The Red Devil’s 
lone win on the road was a 20-7 
victory at Bishop Shanahan. 
          This team has lots to show 
and a lot to prove and by ending 
the season off strong, they could 
show their true talent. With a 
strong defense and a good of-
fense making the right plays, this 
team can show what they have.
     Tonight they take on Ches-
Mont rival, West Chester Hender-

son, at 7:15p.m. on Senior Night.

Red Devils seek second 
straight .500 season

GIRLS SOCCER

The Lady Devils girls soccer team 
had their goal set on winning un-
der the lights against conference 
foe Downingtown East on Mon-
day, October 1. 
     The game started off slow, as 
both teams played great defense 
until the Cougars’ Emily Buckner 
scored the first goal of the game 

from 28 yards away in the 29th 
minute. She nailed it into the top-
left corner of the goal, just over 
Avon Grove goalie Megan Krist-
man’s hands.
     The rest of the half was full of 
the Downingtown East offense af-
ter taking 12 shots with five hitting 
the target. AG could only get two 
shots and none of them were on 
the goal in the first half.
     The second half began with 

Downingtown East having control 
of the ball most of the time, but AG 
would continue to stop the Cou-
gars’ offensive game and cause 
them to struggle.
     In the 73rd minute, the Cougars 
had a corner kick. The kick came 
in off of Megan Kristman’s hand 
and it bounced to the Cougars’ 
Maren Dougherty who kicked it in 
for a 2-0 Downingtown East lead.
     The Cougars decided to play it 
safe and kill the last seven min-
utes of the match. 
     The clock ticked down to zero 
and AG lost 2-0. AG struggled on 
offense with only three shots tak-
en with one shot on goal. At the 
same time, Downingtown East 
had a total of 19 shots taken with 
eight shots on goal.
     “D’East was the best team we 
have faced so far this year,” said 
AG head coach Joe Herman. 
“The first goal they scored was 
one of the best shots I have seen 
in years. There is not a goal-
keeper in the state that would’ve 
saved it. The coaches are proud 
of how our team strives to im-
prove every day and plays hard 
regardless of the situation. 
     “We will be sure to tighten up 
our marking assignments on cor-

ners and free kicks. We will look to 
attack the goal with more purpose 
and intensity.” 

Editor’s Note:  Matches after Oc-
tober 13 were too late for press 
time.

AG stumbles against Downingtown East

By
 Ashtin Jester

Staff Writer

Bruecks, 
Turnbull 
represent AG at 
Ches-Mont
Championships

-Photo courtesy of Maggie Humphreys
Avon Grove defenders build a wall to defend against a free kick from 
Downingtown East’s Emily Buckner on October 1.

-Photo courtesy of AGTV
AG sophomore Colby Riddell scores a ten-yard touchdown against Malvern Prep on October 5.   

Sports 
Schedule

Today
Cross Country @ Lehigh 
Valley
Football vs Henderson, 
7:15p.m.

October 26
Boys Hockey vs. Interboro 
@ IceWorks, 9:00p.m.

November 2
Boys Hockey vs. West 
Chester East
@ Patriot Ice, 6:30p.m.

November 3
Girls PIAA Cross Country @ 
Hershey, 11:00a.m.
Boys PIAA Cross Country
@ Hershey, 1:15p.m.

For more information visit http://avongrove.digitalsports.com/

-Photo courtesy of Maggie Humphreys
Annika Francke (#18) gets ready to defend as a Downingtown East player pre-
pares to strike the ball.

Lady Devils strive for district playoff berth despite loss

FOOTBALL BOYS GOLF

-Photo courtesy of Julianne Bruecks
David Turnbull and Zach Bruecks (above) competed in the Ches-Mont 
Championship on October 2 at Applecross Golf Club in Downingtown.  Both 
players qualified in the top 25 to move on to the District One Championship.
Turnbull shot an 81 and Bruecks shot a 79 in the Ches-Mont Championship.  
Turnbull and Bruecks each shot an 80 in the District One Championship on 
October 8.  They did not qualify for the final round.

Avon Grove 
Football

Last 10 Seasons
2018:  4-5
2017:  5-5
2016:  4-7
2015:  5-6

2014:  0-10
2013:  1-10
2012:  1-9
2011:  2-8
2010:  3-7

2009:  11-2
Source:  MaxPreps.com
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I/E

Model UN members prepare for first conference
By

Abby Osborne
Staff Writer

By
Lauren Wrightstone

Staff Writer

AG alumni share common 
memories

AG ALUMNI

Every year students graduate 
from Avon Grove High School, 
and move on to the adult world. 
Once these students graduate, 
they have many different paths 
they can go down, including col-
lege and work.
     Wherever the students go in 
life, it will be hard to forget the 
time spent at AG: the friends and 
people they met, Homecoming, 
the Holiday Holla, prom, and es-
pecially graduation. 
     The experiences that the 
alumni have had, have changed 
throughout history. Students that 
graduated 20 years ago, would 
not have the same experiences 
as students that graduated last 
year. But not everyone that grad-
uated the same year, would have 
the same experiences.
     Someone who graduated re-
cently, and someone who grad-
uated a while ago, might have a 
different experience all together. 
     One way to see the change 
is through the evolution of Home-
coming. In the 1980s, Avon Grove 
did not have a football team. 
     So what did the students  cele-
brate for homecoming? 
     “Everyone would gather in the 
high school parking lot and have 
lunch together and hang out,” 
explained Nicole Fasois from the 
class of 1987.

     Today Homecoming is much 
different with a football game to 
watch, a 5K run that you could 
participate in, and many booths.
      “Homecoming Saturday was 
super fun with all the booths and 
food and games,” said Emma Sul-
livan, class of 2017.
     But, even with the differences 
in experiences, Avon Grove grad-
uates across the ages learned 
many life skills.
     Sports is a good example of 
something that can have an effect 
on a student’s future. For Nicole 
Fasois, sports “taught me team 
spirit, teamwork, and having re-
spect for others.” 
     Clubs, activities, and classes 

also made a positive impression 
on AG alumni. 
     Emma Sullivan said that pho-
tography class is very influential in 
her life today.  “I really enjoyed it 
there (Avon Grove) and I still do 
now (in college).” 
     The Avon Grove alumni have 
shown their success outside of 
high school and are proving to the 
world that they can make a dif-
ference. Each graduate has their 
own story, and they built the foun-
dation with a little help from Avon 
Grove.

                                                   -Photo courtesy of  Stephen Sullivan
AG students prepare to go on stage to get thier high school diploma and 
graduate from AG high school. 

AG CLUBS

Upcoming 
Events

Thanksgiving
Break
Monday, November 19 - 
Friday, November 23

Election Day/ 
No School
November 6

Charlie and 
the Chocolate 
Factory
November 7, 8, 9

End of 1st 
Quarter
November 1

As the temperatures cool from the 
fall weather, a fire is lit inside the 
hearts of Model UN members as 
they prepare for their first confer-
ence this month.    
     Established over 60 years ago, 
according to UNA-USA, Model 
UN is an academic competition 
where students from a multitude 
of different schools in their re-
spective areas come together and 
roleplay the United Nations.
     Through acting as delegates 
from their preassigned countries, 
students learn about the various 
aspects of diplomacy as well as 
developing their communication 
skills through working with others 
to come up with a resolution to 
an issue that currently affects our 
world.
     With the first Model UN confer-
ence, dubbed OWLMUN, taking 
place on October 27 at Temple 
University, Model UN members 
are diligently preparing during 
their weekly Tuesday club meet-
ings. During these meetings, sea-
soned cabinet members offer tips 
and tricks they acquired through-
out the years as a member of the 
club. 
      At OWLMUN, there are three 
different types of conferences stu-
dents are preparing for: General 

Assembly, Crisis Committee, and 
Joint Crisis Committee. The most 
common is the General Assem-
bly, and this particular conference 
follows the actual United Nations 
meetings most closely. 
     Both the Crisis Committee and 

Joint Crisis Committee are simi-
lar in the fact that it simulates a 
higher level committee where an 
on-going crisis is happening. This 
can be historically accurate or 
completely made up.
     The only difference between 

the two is the Joint Crisis Commit-
tee pits two different committees 
against each other.
     For both new and old members 
of Model UN, the beginning of Oc-
tober brings them a new level of 
excitement.

    “I’m excited because it’s my first 
[conference] and can’t wait to see 
what’s in store,” said junior Brisa 
Luzzi Castro. 
     As a first time member, Luzzi 
Castro is eager to dive headfirst 
into the challenge in order to gain 
experience for her dream profes-
sion as an international lawyer.
     Even to those who’ve compet-
ed in past years, the enthusiasm 
is equally as present.
     “It’s allowed me to kind of ex-
plore debate and public speaking 
in a more in depth way than we 
do in school, and I think it’s pret-
ty fun,” said junior and three year 
Model UN veteran Shania Fan. 
     In the midst of all this prep, 
it’s easy to succumb to stress, but 
Fan is quick to assure the fact that 
this shouldn’t be the case.
     “If you kind of just relax and 
go with the flow, it can be really 
exciting and fun,” said Fan.

By
Matt Sullivan

Staff Writer

    - Photo by Abby Osborne
Shania Fan and Brisa Luzzi-Castro work together to prepare for their upcoming Model UN conference.  The fifth 
annual OWLMUN conference is hosted by Temple University.  Last year over 300 students from 18 different Philadel-
phia-area schools competed.

 According to a recent CDC 
survey, roughly 1.3 million high 
school students in the United 
States identify as lesbian, gay, or 
bisexual. As a result of this, 38% 
of schools have an active Gay-
Straight Alliance. A GSA is a club 
seeking to promote acceptance 
and inclusiveness in high schools 
and communities. Avon Grove 
may soon join that 38%. 
     Starting in 2008, the high 
school had a fully functional 
GSA, run by Mrs. Deleguar-
dia, but it was transitioned into 
PEACE Club in 2012 due to the 
members’ desire to focus on 
more general issues. PEACE 
Club supports  various causes 
throughout the school year, while 
the GSA was very specific in the 
changes they wished to affect. 
     Many students  may have 
spotted the Rainbow Club when 
signing up for their first I/E this 
school year. This specific I/E 
is an attempt to unite a few of 
the 1.3 million gay, lesbian, or 
bisexual students, along with any 
heterosexual classmates who 
wish to learn more about the 
world around them. 
     The I/E is made up of 15 
students, and has only been 

meeting for a cycle or so, but 
already has big plans. 
     Inspired by a video from a 
Youtube series called “First 
Person,” they have been toying 
with the idea of an informational 
class-type meeting for teachers. 
It would focus on easy ways to 
make the not-so-straight students 
in a class feel more comfortable 
and accepted. 
     While these big plans do run 
in the background, the majority of 
the time the I/E spends together 
is used to support a relaxing, 
accepting environment for its 
members. 
     One Avon Grove senior, who 
wished to be identified as Quinn, 
appreciates the new I/E, “Being 
a person of transgender youth 
adds so much to the panic pile of 
growing up, considering changes 
in school life, home life, work life, 
and personal acceptance and 
growth, as well as what my plans 
for the future will hold. 
     “Having a place that I know 
is chill, supportive, and inviting 
even before I put my big toe in 
the room is the best thing a kid 
like me could ask for.”

Rainbow Club I/E        
provides a safe 
haven for all

AG to compete at OWLMUN at Temple University on October 27
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“Two suitcases for seven people”

Store owner moves business after attack

Myrna Purifoy immigrated from 
Mexico to the United States when 
she was 7 years old. It was a diffi-
cult but miraculous journey. 
     The process was very long, but 
in the end it was all worth it. Her 
parents started the paperwork 
when she was 6 years old. It took 
a year and a half to complete. 
     They weren’t citizens when 
they came; they were just resi-
dents. The paper work and every-
thing they did was just to become 

residents, not actual citizens. 
      Her entire family had to go 
to the consulate office for hours; 
it was an extremely long process. 
It was very expensive to get and 
sign all of the documents needed 
to come into the United States. 
     Myrna Purifoy’s parents told 
her that they immigrated for two 
reasons. 
     “They wanted us children 
to have opportunities that we 
couldn’t get in Mexico,” she stat-
ed. They also wanted their chil-
dren to get better jobs in the U.S. 
     The other reason was, they 
were considered Protestants, 

and Mexico is mostly made up of 
Catholics. The Purifoys were mi-
norities in their own country and 
now they were going to be mi-
norities in their new one as well. 
Learning the language helped 
them feel more comfortable. 
      “Learning English was easier 
for me than it was for my parents 
because I was younger,” she said. 
    Her and her four siblings were 
immediately enrolled into school 
because they came in October 
and the school year had just be-
gun. 
     She completed first grade in 
Mexico, but since she spoke no 

English, she was put back into 
first grade when she came to the 
American school. However, after 
first grade, she skipped to third. 
She then graduated high school 
at 17. 
      The trip from Mexico to the 
US was very difficult because they 
had to sell their home, car, and 
pets. They also had to leave the 
rest of their family and friends. 
     They came to America on a 
bus. They had two suitcases for 
seven people. That’s how Myrna 
Purifoy remembers leaving Mexi-
co for Texas. 
     Her dad got in contact with 

an aunt in Texas, and they made 
plans to move. He visited Texas 
and got hired at a steel company. 
     Myrna Purifoy was totally ex-
cited to move. She saw many new 
things on her trip to the United 
States. 
      Purifoy saw a TV for the first 
time when they got on the travel 
bus. 
     She also had her first ham-
burger, when her family ate at a 
restaurant when they arrived in 
Texas. 
     “To me, the whole thing was 
just an exciting adventure,” ex-
claimed Myrna.

October is a month where we en-
joy fall and pumpkin carving and 
Halloween, but it is also the month 
that the amount of flu cases in the 
United States start to rapidly in-
crease.
    The CDC estimates that over the 
entire flu season, 200,000 adults 
and children in the United States 
alone contract some strain of in-
fluenza. Of those 200,000 people, 
it is estimated that anywhere from 
3,000 to 49,000 people die of flu 
related complications.
    One of the best ways to prevent 
the flu is to be sure that you get 
a flu vaccine. It is strongly recom-
mended that anyone over the age 
of six months receive the vaccine.
    One of the other best preven-
tative measures for the flu is the 
one you have been told since pre-
school. Wash your hands.
    The CDC says that among oth-
er things like staying home when 
you are sick, not sharing food and 
beverages, and covering your 
mouth when you cough, washing 

your hands can prevent flu germs 
from making you sick.
     Flu vaccines are usually either 
trivalents, containing vaccines 
for three strains of flu, or quadri-
valent, containing immunization 
against four different strains of flu.
    The CDC additionally says that 
the flu vaccine can range any-
where form 40% up to 60% effec-
tiveness.
    Avon Grove High School nurse 

Mrs. Karen Flad said that this is 
predicted to be an unusually bad 
flu season, and has been advising 
that everyone come to the high 
school’s flu vaccine clinic on Octo-
ber 25 from 2:30p.m. to 6:30p.m.

COMMUNITY

COMMUNITY

By
Lily Purifoy
Staff Writer

FIGHTING THE 
FLU

By
Lara McKinnon

Senior Editor

AGHS hosted annual flu vaccine clinic 
on October 25
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of her. Please don’t kill me!” 
     But the attacker didn’t care, and 
kept on beating him. He picked up 
Spinosa and threw him back on 
the floor.  
     He then stepped over Spino-
sa and went into the bathroom 
to clean himself. After he got 
changed, he locked the door from 
the inside and left Spinosa there 
to die. 
     “I just laid there and thought, 
‘Why don’t I just lay here and die’ 
and then my own words came 
back to me and I thought of my 
wife, I thought of Nindi, and I 
couldn’t do that to her.” 
     RoseAnne, or “Nindi” to my 
cousins and brother, was the love 
of his life. She had cancer at the 
time of the attack. 
     Spinosa looked over and real-
ized the phone was on the floor, 
so he called 911 and waited for 
help.
     The police had to kick in the 
door. They decided to put him in 
the back of the police car and rush 
him to the hospital where he went 

straight into surgery. 
     Shortly after, my cousin saw 
it on the television and called me 
with the news. 
     When I heard the news, I was 
shocked. I didn’t know what to 
say, do, or think. 
     Telling my mom what had hap-
pened was probably one of the 
hardest things I’ve ever done. 
     The next day was almost as 
hard as the night before. Waiting 
in the ICU waiting room with po-
lice around my family was hard to 
comprehend at 12 years old. 
      My grandfather didn’t wake up 
until three days after the attack.
      He was discharged 15 days lat-
er after suffering 30 stab wounds.  
Doctors were shocked at how fast 
his recovery was. 
      On December 27, 2015, the 
attacker was caught. It took over 
two months for the police to catch 
him. 
     Malcolm Pollard, who was 20 
at the time of his arrest, didn’t 
confess at first to the attack. But 
when he found out that Spinosa 
was alive, he confessed. 

     Pollard ended up making a plea 
agreement to serve 20-40 years 
in jail. 
     When Pollard was sentenced, 
my grandfather got to talk to him. 
He told me about what was going 
through his mind. 
     “I really think that what he did 
to me was horrible, but in my mind 
it was secondary to what he actu-
ally did to RoseAnne because she 
was sick to begin with, and this 
really made her go downhill fast. 
And that’s what I told the court. 
And that is what I hate him more 
for as opposed to what he did to 
me.”  
     After the trial our family didn’t 
know how to react. We felt sor-
ry for the attacker, yet so mad at 
him. He had told the court of his 
childhood, and why he attacked 
my grandfather. He cried many 
times and said how sorry he truly 
was. 
     RoseAnne, or Nindi as I called 
her, was my grandmother. She 
was a writer and interior designer. 
She had cancer that got worse af-
ter the attack. 

     She passed away on April 1, 
2016. Everyone in my family was 
lost after her death. It seemed as 
though bad things just kept on 
coming our way. 
     My grandmother and I were re-
ally close. I had one of the hardest 
times with her death, but after she 
passed I became a lot closer with 
my grandfather.
     It has been 3 years since the 
attack, and I think we all learned 
something. 
     I grew up a lot after that attack. 
Seeing my grandparents strug-
gle, and even my parents strug-
gle with the aftermath was hard. 
To this day I’m still cautious to do 
normal things like going to the 
mall, or even going to the super-
market makes me nervous. 
     My grandfather reopened his 
shop, but not in Philadelphia. 
His shop is now located on the 
Conchester Highway. 
     My grandfather went through 
a lot. I know he will never be the 
same person as he was, but he’s 
learned to live everyday like it’s 
his last. I know for a fact that this 

has been the hardest thing for 
him, but he turned the negative 
into a positive. 
     On October 9, 2015, I sat in the 
ICU waiting room with my grand-
mother and she said to me, “Olivia 
Rose, the storm will pass, and it 
may leave a mess, but it will be 
beautiful on the other side.” 
     It took me a little time to realize 
what she meant. 
     The storm was the attack, 
the cancer, and every other toxic 
thing going on. 
     The mess represents the bro-
ken pieces of us that are left be-
hind. 
     And for the beautiful part, well 
that means that everything is over, 
and we’re all happy again. The 
beautiful part is what we all want, 
but it takes awhile to get there. 
     And somehow she was right. 
The storm went through, and it left 
a big big mess, but now it’s beau-
tiful.  
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News Briefs
Turtle gets around on Lego wheelchair while healing   
According to AP News, a wild turtle with a fractured shell has been 
using a wheelchair made of Legos while he heals. A vet performed 
surgery on the small eastern box turtle, who was found with a fracture 
on the underside of his shell.Veterinary extern Garrett Fraess says 
the shell must be kept off the ground for it to heal properly. Sketches 
were then sent to a Lego enthusiast. The wheelchair was received a 
few weeks after surgery and gets his shell up while allowing his legs 
to move. Dr. Ellen Bronson reports that the turtle will likely heel by the 
spring.
~By Lara McKinnon
Just horsing around
This horse was indeed, horsing around, but not where you’d expect. 
In France, a runaway horse ran into a bar, where patrons were sitting 
down enjoying a drink. When then, all of the sudden, a horse came bar-
reling into the establishment, and trashed the place. People ran for their 
lives, and got out of the building, hoping to not be run over. According 
to CBS News, the horse’s owner, Jean-Marie Beguignem, said that the 
horse, which is a racing horse, has a tendency to run away. The horse 
ran out the way it came in, and left the patrons in the sports bar alone, 
to wonder, what in the world just happened?
~By Matt Sullivan
North Korea allegedly steals fortune in online 
bank robberies
North Korea has been accused of stealing millions of dollars through 
banks’ computer systems by FireEye, the U.S.’s security firm, accord-
ing to the Associated Press. There are reports that this isn’t the first 
time North Korea has done this–this has been going on since 2014 and 
is now being considered an current threat to the world. The U.S. now 
is considering North Korea their biggest threat when it comes to online 
security despite the fact North Korea has denied taking part in these 
attacks.
~By Abby Osborne
Boo! A Halloween display so scary that neighbor calls 
911
In North Dakota, a home’s Halloween decorations were so scary that-
the police were called. In Becky Muhs’ window a sign read “Help Me,” 
which appeared to be written in blood. Muhs’ favorite holiday is Hallow-
een, and loves that sign. Her neighbors texted many times and asked 
if her and her husband were okay, but one neighbor called police. The 
police showed up, and didn’t tell Muhs to take down the sign. 
~By Olivia Watson




