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The excitement Avon Grove Inter-
mediate sixth graders had when 
holding their trophy for winning 
the Penny Wars was nothing com-
pared to the elation of the teach-
ers who put it together. Beginning 
September 25, all grades were 
assembled to give back to hurri-
cane victims, and bring change.
     This change is specifically 
for the Hardin-Jefferson School 
District in Sour Lake, Texas. The 
money was mailed October 12, 

and will be distributed to the fami-
lies who live in the district.
     Avon Grove Intermediate 
School joined the fundraising that 
the Avon Grove and Unionville 
High Schools had been doing by 
starting Penny Wars.
     During the week of Septem-
ber 25, grades 3 through 6 were 
escorted to the learning media 
center to drop change into buck-
ets. Children could bring pennies, 
quarters, dollar bills, and any oth-
er type of US currency.
     The goal was for students to 
bring in pennies for their own 
grade level, but in order to beat 

other grade levels, the students 
could drop silver coins or bills into 
other grade level buckets. 
     This in turn created the Penny 
Wars, a way to fundraise so that 
all children can be involved.
     In order for this to be a “war” 
there had to be a way to com-
pete. Teachers made it so that if 
one grade put money into other 
grades’ buckets, they would have 
that amount deducted from their 
total at the end of the wars.
     Everyone brought in pennies 
for their own grades’ buckets, 

SEE PENNY WARS PAGE 4
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As the senior class should know, 
it’s college application season, 
and the College Funding Coach 
has come around to Avon Grove 
with valuable financial advice for 
parents and students–including 
how to increase cash flow, avoid 
taxes on transactions, and maxi-
mize financial aid.
     The presentation started off 
with an introduction by Mr. Carroll, 
the go-to guidance counselor for 
all things college-related. 
     The College Funding Coach 
guys gave the audience rules for 
their presentation: “You must par-
ticipate,” “Don’t shoot the messen-
ger,” and “Let’s have some fun!”
     According to their presentation, 
the ultimate college goal for stu-
dents is to select the right college 
and graduate in four years. For 
parents, it is to minimize taxes, 
lost opportunity costs, and college 
expenses while maximizing col-
lege benefits and the efficiency of 
their finances.
     In general, there are four ways 
to pay for college: with your cur-
rent income (including retirement 
contributions); assets including 
saved money and investments; 
borrowing, which includes loans 
and borrowing from your retire-
ment accounts; and what they 
called “other people’s money,” in-
cluding scholarships and grants.
     When choosing what assets to 
use to pay for college, one should 
avoid taxes as much as possible 

and choose an option that would 
give interest and maximize cash 
flow. 
     For example, an index fund 
would give a person a positive 
return, while using that money to 
pay your mortgage early has few 
or no upsides.
     To apply for aid, students 
should fill out the FAFSA (Free 
Application for Federal Student 
Aid) and CSS (College Scholar-
ship Service) profile before June. 
     However, not many school’s 
use the CSS profile, so students 
might not have to worry about it. 
Some schools have their own 
forms to calculate financial aid, 
too. 
     Students can also calculate 
their own expected family contri-
bution through College Board.
     It’s important to note that the 
high sticker prices of prestigious 
schools does not make them out 
of reach. In fact, expensive private 
colleges are often more willing 
to help you pay. Using the right 
payment strategies can bring an 
expensive private school almost 
down to the price tag of a large 
public university.
     If a student’s family needs 
help funding a college education, 
College Funding Coach works 
with financial advisors to offer a 
free consultation for advice. They 
promise to help maximize the effi-
ciency of your payment and waste 
as little money as possible, while 
maximizing the amount of aid one 
can get.

Penny Wars event raises 
money for Harvey victims
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Ms. Flood’s sixth graders proudly pose with their trophy.

Just in time for the upcoming November 7 election, ten-
sions rise in the Avon Grove School District as the com-
munity discusses whether to build a new middle school 
and expand the current high school.
    The main issue is whether or not the students need a 
new school and if the taxpayers can afford it.
    Last month the Facilities Input Group made a recom-
mendation to the Avon Grove School Board of Directors 
to join the current high school and middle school to form 
a new high school, while builders would also construct a 
new middle school on a lot on Sunnyside Road, already 
owned by the school district.
    The school building on Sunnyside Road would be a mid-
dle school for grades six through eight, and the renovated 
high school would house grades nine through twelve.
    As stated in the September FIG (Facilities Input Group) 
summary, the overall cost to carry out this design is esti-
mated to be about $140,500,867, which would cost each 
taxpaying household (on average) $99 a year for the next 
5 years.
    “The FIG worked very hard to take care of all the needs 
and the wants that the committee had on the table. Their 

recommendation to build a new middle school, completely 
renovate the high school and add a huge addition to the 
old high school/middle school effectively reflects that,” said 
school board member Charles Beatty. “That said, no, we 
do not need to build a new school. The board has known 

for years that the high school is in need of a major renova-
tion, but has been putting that off. The FIG committee was 
charged with coming up with a plan.”

SEE BUILDING PAGE 4

NEW SCHOOLS?
By

Lara McKinnon
Staff Writer

Board, community consider building plans

-Graphic courtesy of the Facilities Input Group
The Facilities Input Group recommended plans for an expansion of the high school (left) and plans for a new middle school (right).
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Columbus produces waves of controversy 

On October 12, 1492, the spar-
kling, clear waters of the mod-
ern-day Bahamas hit the wooden 
sides of the Santa Maria, Pin-
ta, and Niña as they neared the 
shore. The indigenous peoples 
stared out at the massive ships, 
curiosity and fear freezing them in 
their steps.
     On this day, Captain Chris-
topher Columbus and his crew 
thought they had succeeded in 
their mission of finding a quicker 
trade route to Asia. “The air [is as] 
soft as that of Seville in April, and 
so fragrant that it was delicious to 
breathe it,” Columbus recorded in 
his journal.
     This island was called Guana-
hani by the natives, but Columbus 
claimed the island for Spain and 
renamed the island San Salvador. 
These were the first steps in what 
is called the Age of Exploration.
     In his first expedition, Colum-
bus went on to land at four other 
islands that are apart of today’s 
Bahamas: modern-day Cuba 
(which he thought was China), 
and at an island he called Hispan-
iola (modern-day Haiti). 
     The goal of his second voy-

age was to create a settlement on 
Hispaniola, convert the natives to 
Christianity, and to bring Europe-
an domesticated animals to the 
New World. 
     His colony, Isabella, was poorly 
governed and was abandoned in 
1496. 
     This was the start of European 
colonization in the Americas and 
created the idea of slavery and 
negative views of the native peo-

ples. But most importantly, it be-
gan the connection, later known 
as the triangular trade system, 
between the Americas, Europe, 
and Africa. 
     However, Columbus was not 
the first European to come to the 
Americas.
     Five hundred years earlier, 
Leif Eriksson was believed to be 
the first European to come to the 
Americas, sailing to modern-day 
Canada. 
    “Even though Columbus was 
not the first European to reach 
the Americas, his discovery for 
Spain would lead to a major shift 

in trade, power, and migration pat-
terns,” commented Mrs. Moschet-
to, a world history and psychol-
ogy teacher at Avon Grove High 
School.
     On the other hand, there is 
controversy surrounding wheth-
er Columbus actually deserves a 
federal holiday. 
     On Hispaniola, Columbus 
encountered a group of natives 
called the Taino, who were very 

welcoming to the Spanish. But 
Columbus had other ideas in 
mind–he wrote in his journal, 
“They [the natives] should be 
good servants.” 
      The Spanish believed that they 
had the right to conquer the “Indi-
an savages” to civilize them.
     The native peoples were forced 
into slavery and were punished if 
they didn’t collect enough gold 
for the Spanish. The brutal treat-
ment of the natives and European 
diseases greatly decreased their 
overall population.
     For Columbus Day to be a 
federal holiday, Mrs. Moschetto 

explained that it should also rec-
ognize the devastation that the 
Europeans directly and indirectly 
brought to the indigenous peo-
ples.  
     “We should never forget how 
the establishment of our country 
came with a price,” she added.
     In 1499, Columbus was arrest-
ed by Spanish authorities for the 
mistreatment of the natives and 
he was stripped of his title as gov-

ernor of his colony in Hispaniola.
     Mrs. Moschetto also said that 
Columbus Day undermines other 
important people who contribut-
ed to the “discovery” of the New 
World, and others who made im-
portant discoveries during the Age 
of Exploration. 
     She believes that it is import-
ant to celebrate this day, but that a 
name like “Discovery Day” would 
be more fitting for the purpose of 
the holiday. 
     I totally agree with her.
     The day shouldn’t just be about 
Columbus because views on him 
are so controversial and it can be 

a very sensitive subject for some 
people.
     But it is important to recognize 
the exploration and discoveries 
that shaped and interconnected 
our modern world. 
     The first Columbus Day cele-
bration was in New York on Oc-
tober 12, 1792, and honored Ital-
ian-American heritage. 
     In 1937, President Franklin Del-
ano Roosevelt named Columbus 
Day a federal holiday, to be cel-
ebrated on October 12. In 1971, 
the celebration date was changed 
to the second Monday in October.
     According to an article pub-
lished in the Washington Post, 
certain places have changed the 
name of the holiday to reflect their 
personal views.
     For example, in Berkeley, Cali-
fornia, it is called Indigenous Peo-
ples Day.
     In South Dakota, it is called 
Native American Day, while in Al-
abama, the holiday is a mix of Co-
lumbus Day and American Indian 
Heritage Day.
     In Hawaii and the Bahamas, 
they actually do call the holiday 
Discovery Day.
     Whatever the case, I think that 
this should be a day for different 
areas to celebrate their values 
dealing with historical events.

By
Olivia Kunitsky

Staff Writer

Opinion Opinion content in The Devil’s Herald expresses the singular view of the 
writer.  The Devil’s Herald invites letters to the editor.  
Please email Mr. Gregory (rgregory@avongrove.org).

The library doors opened to a new 
way of studying. The new features 
provide something for everyone to 
do. 
     It all started about three years ago, 
when the district librarian, Mrs. Park-
er, wanted to utilize the small space 
in a more efficient way. 
     Mr. Deshong secured the money 
for flexible furniture, a projector, and 
an area for art students to display 
their work. 
     This made the library more visually 
appealing and resourceful for teach-
ers and students. 

     This year more was added than 
just furniture. Puzzles, board games, 
coloring books, and labeled study ar-
eas are new additions, so everyone 
has something to do. 
     According to assistant librarian, 
Mrs. Walker, they wanted to make 
the library more than a place to read 
and check out books. 
     Mrs. Parker and Mrs. Walker want-
ed to provide students with the tools 
to be successful. 
     For example, when you walk into 
the library there are labeled sections 
for different areas of work. They’re 
silent study areas, collaboratives ar-
eas, computers for printing, and com-
puters for research. 

     “I do feel like I can get work done 
thoroughly. I just have to focus,” said 
sophomore Sydney Skrzypiec. 
     Not only does the library now pro-
vide separate work areas, it provides 
an area for when you don’t have 
school work. You can find games 
such as, Battleship, checkers, chess, 
and coloring books that students can 
enjoy while in the library. 
     The addition of games enhances 
students hands-on skills and uses 
other portions of the brain. 
     “The games and puzzles are activ-
ities for someone to think differently,” 
stated assistant librarian Mrs. Walker. 

AGHS library isn’t just a 
place to read 

By 
Stephanie Paglia 

Staff Writer 

-Photo by Stephanie Paglia 
Students studying and improving their mental health with the new features the library provides. 

“It should be a day of reflection and 
service,” Mrs. Moschetto concluded.

Library adds puzzles and games 
instead of more books 

News Briefs
Man attempts to use bomb threat to avoid paying his bill 
According to TimesLeader.com, a Pittsburgh man has been arrested 
after he called in a fake bomb threat to a restaurant in order to get 
out of paying his restaurant bill. A witness says the man, 40-year-
old Bobby Clapperton, attempted to leave a sandwich shop without 
paying for his meal. Police were eventually called to the scene, and 
were going to let Clapperton go when the restaurant received a bomb 
threat. Clapperton tried to flee, and a police officer used a stun gun to 
subdue him. Clapperton now faces charges including threats to use 
weapons of mass destruction, public drunkenness, and false identifi-
cation to police.
~By Brendan Thomas

Playing cards, but not playing games
In Oklahoma City, Oklahoma authorities are distributing playing cards 
for $1.42 with the information and pictures of unsolved cases from 
1978 to 2013. According to the Associated Press, the goal is to pro-
vide a way to solve many unsolved crimes. This is the first of many 
decks that have been dispersed to the state’s 6 lockups. “We recog-
nize that virtually every single case that is unresolved, there is infor-
mation that rests within at least one individual, if not more than one 
individual,” said Stan Florence.The same is being done in other states 
like  Florida, Colorado, Connecticut and South Carolina.
 ~By Meredith Haas 

Kangaroo tries to enter phone repair store 
An Australian kangaroo’s attempt to enter a cellphone store was soon 
ruined by a glass door the animal bumped into, according to UPI.
com. After the run in, the animal soon recovered and hopped over to 
enter another store in the shopping center. Wildlife volunteer Natalie 
Richardson says she received a call that the kangaroo was “anxious 
and stressed” after the incident. When volunteers went to look for the 
animal later in the day to bring it in for treatment, it was unable to be 
found. 
~By Penelope Scheck

Hurricane Irma causes orange juice prices to rise
Initial reporting from United States Department of Agriculture has 
shown that there would be an increase in the price of orange juice do 
to Hurricane Irma, according to FOX News. Florida’s Citrus Depart-
ment has said that there will be a 30 to 70% crop loss throughout the 
state. Also, according to the executive director of the Florida Citrus 
Department, before the hurricane there was to be an initial 75 million 
boxes of orange juice, but as of Hurricane Irma, that is not the case.
~By Anton Bilski 

Funtime at REACT on Fridays
Do you like going out places on Fridays?  REACT (Recreation Expe-
rience Activity Club for Teens) is an Avon Grove High School group 
where students go to restaurants, Oxford Timberlanes bowling alley, 
the movies, the mall, Penn Township Park, the Game Truck, and else-
where. The teachers in charge are Mr. Stahler, Mrs. Ahern, and Mrs. 
Schone. In years past students socialized with each other and had fun 
doing the cool activities that Mr. Stahler had planned. 
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By
Anton Bilski

Editor
For a senior with a jaw-dropping 
1,463 yards on 220 carries along 
with 20 touchdowns, senior Kevin 
Francis never seems to let down. 
     Kevin’s passion for the game 
of football began when his broth-
er introduced it to him, as well as 
watching it on television.
      “I started at 9 or 10 years old. 
I started playing 80 pound, then I 
played 100’s, then I played 120’s, 
then I went to middle school, then 
after that, I went to high school,” 
said Kevin.
     Kevin always had prospects of 
playing for the school team, and 
when high school tryouts came 
along, Kevin was ready.
 “I felt excited just being able to 
play high school football,” said 
Francis. 
     Not shockingly, he made it.
     “I was so happy when I first 
made the team. We really did 
have cuts, so when I made J.V. 
(Junior Varsity), I was pretty hap-
py I got to play in some varsity 
games which was pretty cool,” ex-
claimed Kevin.

      Kevin’s first game with the 
team was the first game 
he scored his first touch-
down, and that was 
when his journey began.
     “My first game, I for-
got who we played, but 
I scored my first touch-
down. I was really ex-
cited. It felt amazing,” 
recalled Francis. 
      But there is one man 
who was taken by storm 
by Kevin’s performance: 
Head Coach Harry 
O’Neill. 
     “I thought he was 
a tough kid, thought 
he was very physical, 
thought he had really 
good football I.Q., and I 
thought, moving forward, 
he would be a player 
that would be able to 
help our program by the 
time he was a junior or a 
senior,” said O’Neill.
      Coach O’Neill 
thought that Kevin would 
be a good running back 
due to his steadiness, 
physicality, and his good 
football intelligence.

     “[He is a] physical, downhill [runner]. He’s always going for-
ward. Normally we can 
count on him, you know, 
we’re never behind. 
We’re getting these 4 to 
5 yards. He finishes runs 
as well or better than 
anybody that I’ve ever 
had. He’s always going 
forward which is huge. 
He doesn’t lose yards,” 
said Coach O’Neill.
     Kevin’s helmet tells 
the same story. 
     “Well, a lot of kids like 
to go head-to-head with 
me, so when someone 
hits me in the head, the 
paint just comes off. I’m 
just a downhill kind of 
runner so I’m already low 
to the ground and when 
they hit me, it’s usually in 
the head,” said Kevin.
     O’Neill wasn’t hesitant 
to tell that his running 
back leads the area in 
rushing yards either, but 
he was also careful to 
make sure that all of the 
credit didn’t land on just 
Kevin, but the offensive 
linemen.

     “He does lead the area in rush-
ing, but a lot of that has to do with 
not just Kevin, but with the offen-
sive line. I think he’s got a lot of 
publicity because he’s leading, 
but if you were to ask Kevin, it 
would be the offensive line. Did 
I think he would lead the area in 
rushing? Probably not, but our of-
fense is built on a run game, so 
the fact that he puts up good big 
numbers doesn’t surprise me,” 
said Coach O’Neill.
     Of course his own coach has 
high hopes for his senior running 
back.
     “I think he can go on to play 
college football. At what level, I 
will never try to pigeonhole him 
like he’s a D1 or D2. It depends 
on what he wants to do academ-
ically. I always told those guys, if 
you’re going to go somewhere, 
make sure it’s a school you would 
go to if you didn’t play football. So 
I think he could go on, have a nice 
college career and settle down 
and go into the working world,” 
said Coach O’Neill.
     Kevin is interested in attending 
East Stroudsburg, Shippensburg, 
Kutztown, Susquehanna, and 
West Chester.

Francis leads Chester County in rushing
FOOTBALL

For more information visit http://avongrove.digitalsports.com/

By
Penelope Scheck 

Staff Writer
Breast cancer awareness month 
means pink everywhere: pink 
shirts, bracelets, balloons, 
everything. During breast cancer 
awareness month, many dif-
ferent schools raise money for 
research. 
     Avon Grove is no different. 
Every year, AG sports succeeds 
in raising hundreds of dollars for 
research, and every sport does it 
their own way. 
     The football team is a big 
contributor to raising funds for 
breast cancer awareness month. 
The team hosts an annual pink 
game, where the athletes will 
dress in pink colors (pink socks 
and gloves) and take donations 
from their spectators. 
     The football team sells differ-
ent style pink shirts, and all those 
funds go to research and chari-
ties. At their pink game, anybody 
wearing the 2017 fundraiser shirt 
to the football game got in for 
free, which encouraged people to 
buy AG pink apparel. 
     Field hockey is also no ex-
ception. They host a pink themed 
game every year, as the players 
wear pink and collect funds from 
entry, concessions, and more. 
     Field hockey player Delaney 
Ashworth stated that this year 
there was a “donation table,” 

where “if you donate any amount 
of money, you’ll receive a pink 
wristband or candy.” 
     “The pink game is something 
that all the players look forward 
too. It’s fun and at the same time 
it is for a great cause,” stated 
Head Coach Antignani. 
     Athletic director Vanessa Rob-
tison claims that each fall team 
does their breast cancer funding 
differently, and they run their 
money through sports boosters. 
     According to athletes and 
coaches, the pink fundraising so 
far has been very successful and 
has raised hundreds of dollars 
from each team. The exact 
amount is not certain yet, for it 
will not be known until the end of 
October.    
     Many athletes claim that it 
feels “rewarding” to play for the 
cure, and they feel proud to bring 
something so good onto the field 
with them. 
     Coach Antignani states that 
she feels “proud” of her team for 
playing for women everywhere 
struggling with the effects of 
breast cancer. 
     The pink games and fund-
raisers at Avon Grove make a 
positive impact on raising money 
for breast cancer research, and 
helps inform AG students/ath-
letes how important it is to get 
involved. 

AG athletes play for pink in October
FALL SPORTS 

-Photo courtesy of Kevin Francis
Kevin Francis’ combat battered and paint chipped helmet has 
protected him for more than 1,000 rushing yards this season.

-Photo by Penelope Scheck
Breast cancer awareness month means pink everywhere: pink shirts, bracelets, balloons, everything. 

Teams raise funds, 
awareness for breast 
cancer research 

Running back set AG record with 390 yards rushing in win vs. 
Downingtown West

Sports 
Schedule

Today
Football 
vs. Downingtown East,    
7:00p.m.

Friday, November 3
Girls Ice Hockey
vs. Owen J. Roberts,
@ The Pond, 6:30p.m.

Friday, November 3
Boys Ice Hockey
vs. Downingtown East
@ Ice Works, 5:45p.m.

Monday, November 6
Boys Ice Hockey
vs. West Chester East @ 
The Pond, 7:40p.m.
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Board members, candidates discuss plan

SPIRIT WEEK

-Photo courtesy of Mr. DeShong
Students and staff prepare for AG Pride Day competitions.

     AG’s gymnasium was bursting 
with school spirit on Friday after-
noon and the cheers and chants 
from both sides could be heard 
throughout the vacant hallways. 
The atmosphere in the gym was 
nothing less than electric; almost 
every student was on their feet.
     In the first AG Pride Day com-
petition on October 6, students 
and staff with the last names A-K 
not only wore gold, but also won 
gold, as they defeated students 
and staff with the last names L-Z, 
who wore maroon.
     As students entered the gym 
finding their way to their assigned 
bleachers, the gymnasium turned 
into a sea of maroon and gold 
shirts. A handful of AG teachers 
judged the competitions while a 
variety of volunteering students 
competed. 
     According to Mrs. Hunter, one 
of the judges, “judging was real-
ly hard to do because I am super 

competitive. But I hate cheaters, 
so I tried to be honest.”
     The afternoon consisted of mu-
sical chairs, human chain races, 
tic-tac-toe, freeze dancing and six 
other games. 
     Alex Alvarez, a student on the 
gold team who competed in the 
freeze dance competition, said 
he enjoyed the experience and 
thinks the school should continue 
the tradition because it brings the 

entire school together.
     Maroon started the competi-
tions off strong, winning three out 
of the first four games, but that 
wasn’t enough to come out on top. 
     The turning point for gold was 
during the balloon competition. 
Students were directed to run 
down the gym, grab a balloon, 
run back and pop the balloon 
by sitting on it. Once the balloon 
popped, the next student in line 

ran for their balloon. 
     It was neck-and-neck between 
both teams and it came down to 
the last student on both sides. 
When Maroon’s balloon popped 
mid-run, it ultimately led Gold to 
their victory.
      Gold continued to dominate 
the second half of the competi-
tions, winning the last four out of 
five games, and in the end, were 
crowned the winners of AG’s first 

ever AG Pride Day Competition.
     When asked if she thought the 
tradition should continue, Mrs. 
Hunter said absolutely, however, 
when assigning colors for shirts 
she thinks it should be completely 
random.
     “After teaching here at AGHS 
for the last 17 years, and seeing 
17 years of pep rallies, this was 
the most fun and positive event, 
ever!” she said.

Gold wins gold in first pride competition
By

Luke Williams
Staff Writer

BUILDING FROM PAGE 1
    “What we should be looking at 
is taking care of the existing facil-
ities before we take on any new 
construction,” said Mr. Beatty.
    Meanwhile, school board pres-
ident Bonnie Wolff disagrees, “I’m 
in favor of the recommendation 
of the Facilities Input Group, or 
FIG. We need to address the is-
sues of crowded classrooms and 
hallways, study halls in the audi-
torium, lack of playing fields and 
parking, not to mention the many 
issues with the building’s me-
chanical systems.”
    Additionally, according to the 
FIG, one benefit of going through 
with the plan to build and add on 
to the current schools, would be 
getting rid of all of the portable 
classrooms. 
    “Modular classrooms, often 
referred to as trailers, are much 
closer to high quality modular 
homes than construction trailers 
on a job site. They are built to 
meet modern construction stan-
dards and simply lack permanent 

foundations,” says John Auer-
bach, who is currently running for 
the school board in the upcoming 
election.
    And though the modular class-
rooms have down sides, John 
Auerbach also believes that the 
“classroom environment itself is 
not significantly different from that 
in the main buildings.”  
    Despite this, Mr. Auerbach 
would also “like to explore options 
that would replace the modular 
classrooms with permanent class 
spaces. The investigations of the 
FIG showed us that it is possible 
to be creative in how and where 
we expand and improve on exist-
ing spaces.”
    On the other hand, Mrs. Wolff 
states, “There are 26 portable 
classrooms throughout the dis-
trict: 12 at AGHS, 9 at FSEMS, 5 
at PLE. In my opinion, portables 
are intended for short term use, 
not for long-term or permanent 
classrooms.”
    Money is one of many key 
players in this situation in order 

to build new schools. Most of the 
money would come from bond is-
sues that would be paid for with a 
0.5% increase in taxes each year 
over 5 years—part of any yearly 
tax increase. 
     The district could get a reim-
bursement from the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania totaling 
around 10% of the total cost—if 
this program still exists. 
     “I believe that money is at the 
root of many issues, and this is 
certainly the case here,” said Mrs. 
Wolff.
    Many recent concerns are about 
the rapid increase in the school’s 
budget, and whether it needs to 
increase further.
    Contrary to Bonnie Wolff’s 
statement, Charles Beatty be-
lieves that, “The program for help-
ing funding new construction up to 
10% of your construction is called 
PlanCon. That has been on hold 
for several years now and is again 
not on the table for the budget ne-
gotiations for 2017.”
    Though their opinions on the 

matter differ, Bonnie Wolff and 
Charles Beatty have been able to 
find common ground over the root 
of the issue.
     “Spending and debt is the core 
issue of this election. Both sides 
want strong schools and excellent 
education,” said Mr. Beatty.
    Signs which state, “Stop the 
Defunders” have sparked rumors 
that programs like music and 
sports would be cut if certain can-
didates are elected.
     “This is not true at all,” Mr. Beat-
ty stated. “One only has to do the 
research. None of the challengers 
advocate cutting any programs. 
In fact they are in favor of adding 
ninth grade sports.”
    “The election has inspired a lot 
of information to come from a vari-
ety of sources all intended to drive 
an agenda or a perception.  The 
school messaging comes with its 
own agenda and competes for 
much of the same audience. It is 
difficult for the school messages 
to reach the rest of the communi-
ty that is not directly involved with 

their students, teachers, or opera-
tions. There is plenty of room for 
improvement,” said Mr. Auerbach.
    Though it may seem that the 
school district has hit a hard spot, 
“We have great schools when 
90% of our graduates on going on 
to further education. We just have 
to decide on a balanced way for-
ward,” said Mr. Beatty.
     Auerbach advises constitu-
ents to do their own research and 
make their own decision.
     “The issues are complex and 
the decisions made will affect the 
entire community.  Invest the time 
to do your own research from all 
sides, consider the perspectives 
of others who may have different 
issues than what you see.  Make 
up your own mind based on what 
you find out.  Don’t rely on some-
one else to summarize the issues 
and tell you what to think and 
what you should support.”

PENNY WARS FROM PAGE 1
but they submitted higher amounts 
of money to put in their compet-
itors’ buckets. If they dropped a 
dollar in, then 100 points would 
be deducted, along with any other 
amounts of money.
     Some went as far as to place a 
$100 bill into a competitor’s buck-
et, so then that team would be 
deducted 10,000 points from their 
total value.
     Ms. Buchanan is a sixth grade 
teacher who was one of the 
founders of this fundraiser. About 
a year ago she came up with the 
idea that the children in the school 
should have more social aware-
ness.
     It took some time to get the 
ball rolling on communicating this 
message, and then a hurricane 
hit Texas. Ms. Buchanan, along 
with other teachers, thought of no 
better time to find a way to push 
social awareness.
     When first introduced, the fund-
raiser was meant to be a compe-
tition between only two class-
rooms, but it soon became much 
more when the idea was brought 
to AGIS principal Mr. Detweiler.
      Ms. Buchanan, along with 

Ms. Piercey, Ms. Carroll, Ms. 
Flood, Ms. Edwards and Mr. Lista, 
formed a team that would propel 
this idea. Once the principal was 
contacted and meetings were put 
into place, ideas were formed to 
create a fun and friendly fundrais-
er/competition.
     Ms. Flood scheduled time slots 
so that every class could have five 
minutes out of their days to drop 
off their money in the learning me-
dia center. “It was a challenge to 
get all 60 home rooms in every 
day, but the learning media cen-
ter allowed everyone to see the 
progress.”
     Ms. Carroll was one of the main 
organizers of the group, whether it 
was counting money or putting up 
signs about Penny Wars. 
     Every day more money poured 
in, and teachers like Ms. Carroll 
and Ms. Edwards were amazed 
while counting.
     “We had no idea it was going 
to raise as much money as it did,” 
said Ms. Carroll.
     The first day brought in a total 
of $1,100, and every day after that 
brought twice as much, according 
to Ms. Carroll.
     The last day alone brought in 

$4,400 to add to the total.
     The teachers counted the mon-
ey while eating pizza and found 
that  all of the classes raised 
$13,481.01. 
     The excitement the teachers 
felt while counting was only a frac-
tion of what the kids felt accord-
ing to Ms. Buchanan, “the excite-
ment and morale was so high that 
week.”
     A small idea that was meant 
to push social awareness will now 
change the lives of hurricane vic-
tims.
     “It just goes to show that a 
little bit of change goes to a big 
change,” Ms. Carroll stated.
     The students could not agree 
with this more. One sixth grade 
student, Ashley Bujak said, “it was 
really fun raising the money.” 
     The money was mailed Thurs-
day, October 12, while the stu-
dents of Avon Grove Intermediate 
and Unionville posed for a photo. 
The project was a joint fundrais-
er between Unionville and Avon 
Grove, in association with the pre-
vious football fundraiser. 
     Whether it was a $100 bill or 
a penny, all of the money raised 
will make a difference to many 

families in need in the Hardin-Jef-
ferson School District. Change 
will be brought to many lives who 
are trying to get back on their feet 

from the hurricane, and students 
will find the importance in that 
change.

Penny wars fights for hurricane victims
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Sixth graders won the Penny Wars at AGIS to benefit Hurricane Harvey 
victims.


