
The Devil’s Herald
Avon Grove High School, West Grove, Pa. Friday, September 27, 2019 Volume 21 Issue 1

By
Abby Osborne
Senior Editor

AG Life
New Spanish Teacher

Page 2 

Sports
Esports Boot Up

Page 3 

Inside
AG Life Page 2
News Pages 3-4
Sports Pages 3-4

Looking into the future 

SCHOOL SAFETY
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Dr. Marchese presents the purpose and intricacies of the new high school building to concerned parents and com-
munity members at the Act 34 Hearing in the AGHS auditorium on September 12. Attendees heard the purpose of the 
project, the building plan, the financial ramifications, and were able to give comment on the plans.

COMMUNITY

“It’s a backpack–it just happens to 
be bulletproof.”
     That’s the slogan for Krhino, 
a bulletproof backpack company. 
Sargent Cumberbatch is a police 
officer for New Castle County 
(Del.), and the owner and creator 
of Krhino. 
     They look like a plain back-
pack, but students wouldn’t be 
able to tell they are bulletproof.
     “It’s got ballistic panels that are 
woven into the back of the back-
pack,” said Sargent Cumberbatch. 
These ballistic panels are closest 
to a person’s back, or it could be a 
guard against the stomach. 
     These bags are designed to 
stop 9mm to  44 magnum rounds. 
Sargent Cumberbatch also said, 
“I also test them myself. I’ll shoot 
them with different types of ammu-
nition, different types of rounds, to 
make sure that the bags still con-
tinue to pass quality tests.” 
     Sargent Cumberbatch has 
been in law enforcement for 14 
years. He started making bul-
letproof backpacks for his kids 
and would use his old bulletproof 
vests to put in his kids bookbags. 
     “We were taking our old vests 
and putting it in our kids’ back-
packs. And that’s how we kind of 
started this whole thing. But the 
more these shootings kept hap-
pening, we were trying to figure 
out how could we mass produce 
these so that way more kids could 
have the same level of protection 

that our kids have.” 
     Bulletproof backpacks are de-
signed to help protect people in 
case of an emergency. 
     These backpacks are used 
as an extra level of protection for 
kids, which is the primary concern 
of Cumberbatch. 
      “I want parents to send their 
kids to school and I want them 

to not have to worry about active 
shootings and school shooters. 
That’s the last thing I want parents 
to have to think about.”    
     Bulletproof backpack sales 
have risen 200-300% following 
recent shootings, according to 
CNN. 

The hottest new accessory
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 Krhino’s bulletproof backpack stops the same projectiles as a police officer’s 
bulletproof vest.

 Christine Mellinger seemed to 
share the sentiments of everyone 
in the AGHS auditorium.
     “While I believe my first respon-
sibility is towards raising my own 
family, I believe that as a member 
of the community I have a respon-
sibility not just to my own children, 
but to the children of the commu-
nity as a whole.”
     Filling up the auditorium of 
Avon Grove High School to a de-
cent degree, concerned parents 
and educators flocked to the Act 
34 Hearing that took place on 
September 12, 2019.This hearing 
served to inform what building this 
new high school would entail and 
gave the community members the 
space to air their support or griev-
ances about the matter. 
     The opening remarks were 
given by Andrew D.H. Rau, the 
school district’s solicitor, where 
he explained the exact purpose of 
the Act 34 Hearing and the proce-
dures of said hearing. 
     Dr. Marchese, the Superinten-
dent of the Avon Grove School 
District, informed the audience 
of how a 153 acre parcel of land 
(purchased in 2007) located at the 

corner of Old Baltimore Pike and 
Sunnyside Road, started it all. He 
proceeded to explain why there 
was a need for a new high school 
to be built: the inadequate amount 
of space for enrollment and to 
prepare students for 21st century 
learning.
     Additionally, the exact plan of 
this new high school was laid out. 
Option 1A, the option that beat out 
the other three, would, in addition 
to the newly built high school, con-
vert PLE to grades K-1 while also 
converting AGIS to grades 2-5 
and the current AGHS building 
into the middle school for grades 
6-8. The estimated cost of this 
project would be $138,090,172, 
the most expensive of all the op-
tions. 
     At the hearing, there were 
far more proponents than oppo-
nents–in fact it seemed as if the 
majority of the attendees wanted 
this high school to be built even 
if they, themselves, had slight res-
ervations as evident through the 
overwhelmingly positive respons-
es during the public comment 
section. 
     “The public constantly brings 
up at board meetings that the 
new building project is long over-
due, and I am very excited to see 
students reap the benefits of the 

board’s work designing the state 
of the art school,” said AGHS se-
nior Zoe Frantz, the student rep-
resentative to the school board.
     One of the most commonly 
cited issues community members 
had with the current state of af-
fairs was the lack of space. One 
mother told a story of her child, 
who’s a freshman, who told her 
after their first day of school that it 
was extremely difficult to navigate 

the hallways because of the mass 
amount of students crowding it. 
Multiple parents referenced the 
fact that their elementary school 
aged children didn’t learn in the 
confines of a classroom inside a 
permanent building but a modular 
one. 
     While very few lamented about 
the costs, community members 
were quick to stress that this cost 
would be more beneficial than 

not. One parent even said this 
would increase home values as 
there would be an influx of fam-
ilies wanting to be a part of this 
new and improved school district. 
Others said that the board had 
reviewed the costs a multitude of 
different times and explored all 
options. 

 SEE ACT 34 PAGE 4    

What’s in the vapor?

State mandated hearing discusses plans for new high school

Bulletproof backpacks are on the rise
It seems like nothing is more ap-
pealing to some teens than lung 
disease and low attention spans. 
Does that not sound right? Well, 
let me rephrase, some teens to-
day seem to find vaping very ap-
pealing.
     In 2018 it was reported by the 
United States Surgeon General 
that 1 in 5 highschoolers had used 
e-cigarettes the month they were 
asked.      
     It’s a pretty common miscon-
ception that vaping is better for 
you than smoking, as they both 
contain nicotine, an extremely ad-
dictive drug. 
     This isn’t the only harmful part 
about it though. Vaping can also 
cause one to inhale ultrafine par-
ticles, which can be damaging to 
your lungs, and, according to Dr. 
Harris with the American Medical 
Association, if you have recent-
ly used e-cigarettes and you are 
feeling chest pain, shortness of 
breath, or experiencing coughing, 

you should seek medical help.
     Many people also like the as-
sorted flavors, but the flavorings 
contained in the vapor, like diace-
tyl, can be linked to lung disease. 
     Addictive drugs can be very 
harmful, especially before the age 
of 25 because they can cause 
harm to the developing brain.
     It’s more than “just vapor.”
     Nicotine, aside from being ex-
tremely addictive, can take oth-
er tolls on a person’s life; it can 
cause mood disorders and per-
manently lower impulse control. 
     It can also harm a person’s 
attention span and ability to learn. 
There could be many more neg-
ative health effects that we aren’t 
even aware of because Juuls and 
e-cigarettes are still so new.
     The biggest misconception 
about e-cigarettes remains the 
belief that they are a lot healthier 
than regular cigarettes and this is 
plainly not true. 

By
Natalie Kelmelis

Staff Writer

HEALTH

By
Olivia Watson

Editor

Harmful Effects of Vaping
•Nicotine can harm the developing brain (brains 
develop until the age of 25) 
•Harms the areas of the brain that control atten-
tion, learning, mood, and impulse control
•Nicotine changes how synapses (connections 
between brain cells) are formed
•Increase risk for future addiction to other drugs
•Defective e-cigarette batteries have caused fires
Source:  Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
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Upcoming 
Events

Homecoming
Saturday, October 19

AG Spirit Day
Friday, October 18

PSATs         
Wednesday, October 16

The first day of school might be 
scary, nerve racking, and stress-
ful for you, but your teachers 
may feel the same way. Students 
and teachers have more similar 
thoughts that one may think.
     Sophomore Skyler Benasutti 
said he starts to feel “excitement, 
nervousness and uncertainty” 
about the first day of school.
     “I also feel excited to start 
something new,” said junior Mi-
randa Adler. 
     However, both students men-
tioned anxiety about an array of 
situations like classes and meet-
ing new friends. They agreed that 
to ease their nerves about their 
classes, they both do the home-
work they were assigned.
     Similar to her students, Frau 
Cooke, an AGHS German teach-
er, stated that in order to allow 

herself to feel prepared she “starts 
making necessary purchases for 
the year and lesson planning.”
     Unlike most high schoolers, 
she said, “When I was younger I 
would get nervous, but now I’m 
excited for the first day. I’m always 
disappointed to see the summer 
end, but ready for the year ahead 
of me.”
      Student 
Paige DeFrees 
said her favorite 
thing about the 
first day of school 
is “meeting new 
people and con-
necting with old 
friends,” while her least favorite is 
“getting up at the crack of dawn.”
     Many students and teachers 
agreed with her and said the pros 
outweigh the cons.
     But how do teachers view the 
first day of school for their stu-
dents, and how the students view 
it for their teachers? It might be 

more similar than you may think.
     Mrs. Moschetto, a history teach-
er, said that she believes the stu-
dents’ brains are mush on the first 
day. “They are hoping not to hear 
one more word about a syllabus, 
and they are feeling overwhelmed 
with the new environment.”
     Surprisingly, she was not the 

only teacher to mention this, but 
not one student said they felt this 
way on the first day–not to men-
tion they didn’t say anything about 
a syllabus. 
     Most of the first day struggles 
dealt with  getting up early for the 
first time in a while, meeting new 
people and learning names, find-

ing classes and correcting their 
summer sleep schedule. 
     Junior Alessandra Mitchell said 
her first day happened to be more 
about finding classes, friends and 
finishing summer work. When she 
was asked about how she views a 
teacher’s first day she responded, 
“I feel like teachers are worried 

about learning 
students names, 
p e r s o n a l i t i e s 
and working with 
a completely dif-
ferent group than 
they were used 
to.” 
      Frau Cooke 

did mention that learning names 
is twice as hard for her because “I 
have to learn all my students real 
names and their German one.” 
This struggle is unique to teachers 
in the language department, but 
all teachers have to struggle with 
learning their students’ names.
     Along with first day struggles 

and feelings, everyone also had 
some advice to give.
     “Enjoy your first day of school. 
One day you won’t have one. One 
day it will be the first day of work 
or a first day of retirement. Life will 
go by quickly; live in the moment,” 
said Moschetto.
     Another German teacher, Frau 
Edelmen, mentioned that the first 
few weeks will be hectic, but it 
will get better if you just power 
through. 
     Benasutti mentioned that things 
will get easier as the weeks go on, 
especially if you “don’t procrasti-
nate.” 
     Both teachers and students 
have their ups and downs on the 
first day of school. 
     Anxiety, pressure and excite-
ment are all common feelings, 
and as Mrs. Mochetto said, “At 
least half the school is feeling the 
same way you are.   It’s okay.”

Kennett 
celebrates 
mushrooms with 
food and fun

The other side of the coin

By
Eliza Flanigan

Staff Writer

Once a year on the week-
end after Labor Day, Ken-
nett Square hosts their an-
nual Mushroom Festival full 
of food, vendors and enter-
tainment, including many 
attractions from bungee 
jumping to culinary events. 
This was the 34th year of 
celebrating one of Pennsyl-
vania’s top cash crops.
     Kennett Square is known 
as “the mushroom capital of 
the world” due to the region 
producing over a million 
pounds of mushrooms a 
year, totaling to about 50% 
of the United States mush-
room crop. According to 
an article from PBS, “This 
small Pennsylvania region 
produces half the mushroom crop 
in the U.S.”
     In 1986 a festival was created 
to give recognition to this fungi. 
For the past 34 years, this event 
has evolved into one weekend 
full of everything from a parade to 
rides for children.
     The event also happens to 
be an all volunteer operation. In 
addition, the offical mushroom 
festival website explains how the 
profit that is made is “distributed 
to a wide variety of charities and 
organizations benefiting the resi-
dents of Kennett Square and the 
surrounding communities.” 
     Just off route 1 in southern 
Chester County, many streets are 

closed and used as the festival 
grounds in the borough of Kennett 
Square. 
     Admission is $3.00 per person 
which is included in the proceeds 
towards the Mushroom Festival 
grant program, according to the 
event’s official website. 
     As soon as patrons arrive, the 
festival wastes no time in welcom-
ing them with all the sights and 
smells of community. Tents, shops 
and trucks as far as the eye can 
see in all directions are set up for 
visitors. 
    Many opportunities are given 
to growing businesses by the fes-
tival every year. Products such as 
jewelry, stuffed animals and other

SEE MUSHROOM PAGE 4
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By
Lucin Milestone

Staff Writer

Hola profesor nuevo

Avon Grove High School’s newest Spanish teacher, 
Mr. Kyle Osborne, has been teaching Spanish long 
before he got his teaching certificate–and it shows.
     He first developed an interest in teaching and ed-
ucation in high school, when he would tutor his sib-
lings and younger cousins in a variety of subjects. 
As his tutoring proficiency developed, he began to 
teach his mother introductory Spanish to assist her 
in getting her associate’s degree.
     He began to grasp the concepts of Spanish in 
eighth grade, when he took his first Spanish class. 
In high school, he built on his existing knowledge of 
the subject and continued to do so in college. 
     A New Jersey native, he was an active participant 
in Montgomery High School culture. He was a ded-
icated member of the school’s swim team, a track 
and field athlete and a stage crew operator for the 
school’s play in his senior year. He also acquired 
proficiency in other extracurriculars, including play-
ing the guitar, bass, and keyboard.
     After high school, he attended Penn State Uni-
versity. There, he pursued a career in graphic arts, 
a field of study that started out as an after-school 
hobby. Throughout the course of the year he spent 
working toward his graphic arts degree, he also set 
his sights on what would become his true vocation: 
teaching.
     After graduating college with a Bachelor of Arts 
in Spanish, Bachelor of Science in Education and a 
Master’s degree in curriculum and instruction, Mr. 
Osborne began his teaching career as a substitute 
teacher at Somerville Middle School in New Jersey.
     Subsequent teaching at Sommerville for six 
months, he decided to seek employment elsewhere. 
During his search for employment, he found himself 
interviewing for a position at Fred S. Engle Middle 
chool. The friendliness and hospitality of the staff im-
pressed him.
     During his time at FSEMS, he was popular among 
students for his unique teaching style. Former stu-
dent Wade Danyo said he appreciated his focus 
on student interaction and the way he engaged his 
class with witty humor.
     “I still remember his teaching on the days of the 

week four years later,” said Danyo. 
     “I try to make class fun and encourage students to 
be creative,’’ said Mr. Osborne. “I try to help students 
improve their language skills through daily practice. I 
encourage students to go back and revise their work, 
because we learn from making and then ‘fixing’ our 
mistakes.”
     Following his  13 year run as a teacher at FSEMS, 
he transferred to the high school this year. He now 
teaches introductory and intermediate level Spanish 
to both students who are new to his classroom and 
familiar faces from his time at the middle school.
     “Learning a new language is much more than 
just learning new names for objects; it opens your 
mind to new perspectives, and creates the possibility 
for you to experience new places, friendships, sto-
ries, works of art, food, and more!” said Mr. Osborne 
about learning a new language.

By
Will DiBonaventura

Staff Writer

“At least half the school 
is feeling the same way you are. 

It’s okay.”

While students think they’re the only ones who feel anxious on 
the first day of school, teachers reveal similar feelings.

AGHS welcomes Spanish teacher, 
Señor Osborne

Financial Aid 
Presentation 
Tueday, October 1
5:30-6:45p.m. (Spanish)
7:00-8:15p.m. (English)
High School Cafeteria

 -Photo by Will DiBonaventura
Mr. Osborne was taught at Fred S. Engle Middle School.  -Photo by Lucin Milestone

Royal trumpet mushrooms were on display.
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AG esports is 
booting up

MUSIC

-Photo courtesy of Zach Felker
Sunrise at the station: Many teens start their weekends very early to get the 
most time volunteering throughtout the day.

When beginning high school, the 
classes are not the only thing that 
freshmen students found to be dif-
ferent about their school day. 
     “Orchestra in the middle school 
was a lot of fun! I loved the direc-
tor and the break I got during 8th 
period to have fun and learn. We 
did a lot of using our emotions and 
body language to make the music 
even better and it was so much 
fun to learn,” said Mikaela Cava-
nagh, who plays the violin.
     Something that Aleksander 
Buler, who plays the viola, found 
different about orchestra this year 
is, “it’s a lot different than middle 
school because you meet a lot 
more, so we play harder music.” 
     Cavanagh found that “orches-
tra in the high school is pretty 
much the same idea with more 
expansion on the techniques. We 
have the same director, so we 
have just as much fun and learn 
a lot again, too. We work a little 
more with technique than we did 
in the middle school to make our 

music even better.”
     Both of the freshmen expect to 
grow as musicians in their upcom-
ing four years at Avon Grove.  
     “I don’t think that I will expe-
rience as much growth in middle 
school as I will now,” said Buler.
     “I learned a lot in the middle 
school and I feel there was a huge 
difference in my understanding of 
the music from the beginning of 
seventh grade to the end of eighth 
grade. It’s only a few weeks into 
school, but I think I will improve 
a little bit more this year because 
we have orchestra for much more 
time than we did in the middle 
school, which is really exciting,” 
said Cavanagh.
     The musical talent is expected 
to grow, but Buler and Cavanagh 
also expect the attitude of the mu-
sicians to change from middle to 
high school.
     “People are just more en-
gaged in high school than middle 
school,” said Buler.
      “There isn’t a huge difference 
between the people in the middle 
school to the high school except 
for the fact that the most dedicat-
ed people continue to play, so it’s 

a group of a lot of dedicated mu-
sicians who want to be there and 
give everything their 100% effort. 
The only difference is that there 
are four years of experience be-
tween some of the students, so 
the skill level varies a little more,” 
said Cavanagh.
     Overall, orchestra provides a 
break from the normal school day 
routine.
     “I loved orchestra in the middle 
school. It was always something 
to look forward to. I couldn’t wait 
till the end of the day to go to re-
hearsal and see Mrs. Umile and 
my other friends that also partic-
ipated in orchestra. I feel pretty 
much the same way this year; it 
is a relaxing class where I am not 
bored at all and I learn a lot with-
out a ton of stress and worrying,” 
said Cavanagh.

Moving on up

By
Naomi Partridge

Staff Writer

Competitive gaming is making a 
return to Avon Grove High School. 
The AG esports team is com-
ing back, ready to represent our 
school in a young, digital sport.
     The AG esports team will be 
competing in League of Legends 
in the fall, a game where profes-
sionals can win over $1 million 
in a season, on top of their team 
salary.
     AGHS’s esports team will also 
be participating in Rocket League 
in the spring and are hoping to 
participate in informal matches 
of Super Smash Bros. Ultimate 
throughout the season.
     There are 18 spots on the com-
petitive teams, some that will be 
filled with returning players, and 
others with new members who 
are attracted to the idea of com-
peting. 
     AG esports also hosts a club 
that is for people who want to ca-
sually play games and connect 
with other people in the school 
that share their interest. 
     Mr. Pizzini, one of the staff 
running the club and team, hopes 
that matches will be able to come 

to more local venues. Their cur-
rent matches happen over the 
internet with teams in Pennsyl-
vania and Ohio, but he hopes in-
terest will continue to grow in and 
around Pennsylvania. 
     Growth in the local area will 
mean more LAN (local area net-
work) matches and a potential 
travelling team.
     With professional players be-
ing paid a team salary and getting 
tournament prize money, many 
also broadcast themselves live, 
getting money from fans and 
sponsors. 
     With over 1.6 million viewers 
watching the League of Legends 
World Championships and 5% 
less people watching the Super 
Bowl each year, esports viewer-
ship is expected to make up 10% 
of all sports viewership by 2020. 
     AG esports is a good introduc-
tion into competitive gaming, an 
industry that is growing rapidly.

SPORTS

By
Anthony Pirro 

Staff Writer

-Photo by Anna Ashcraft
Freshman Aleksander Buler plays the viola in the high school orchestra.

An alarming problem:
COMMUNITY

There is an emergency happen-
ing right now in our community. 
For the last 40 years, the number 
of volunteer firefighters in Chester 
County has been shrinking.        
     According to the Chester 
County Fire Chief’s Association, 
approximately 85% of fire stations 
are staffed by volunteers, and 
without enough volunteers, the 
community’s safety is at risk. 
     The Chester County Fire 
Chiefs Association is looking to 
recruit high school students, ages 
14 to 17, to become junior volun-
teer firefighters. 
     Avon Grove junior Zach Felk-
er volunteers in his free time at 

our local station, and he believes 
“having a strong will and being 
able to become a leader” are a 
very important part of becoming a 
volunteer. 
     There are many benefits for 
junior volunteer firefighters. They 
learn first hand how a variety of 
teams react to different emergen-
cy situations. Volunteers also get 
the chance to work with real first 
responders.
     The training and equipment is 
all free and the volunteers learn 
how to respond to emergencies 
using different types of equip-
ment, including hose lines, setting 
up ladders, establishing a water 
supply and more. 
     Becoming a junior volunteer 
firefighter can also benefit a teen’s 
future career goals. You can also 

earn community service hours for 
college resumes, apply for schol-
arships, and grants for college or 
other higher education options. 
     Several organizations including 
the Firemen’s Association of the 
State of Pennsylvania offer as-
sistance for students who plan to 
study fire sciences. This program 
will also help teens gain skills and 
experience for a possible career 
as a first responder or a medical 
professional. 
     Some simple requirements to 
become a volunteer include being 
at least 14 years of age, having 
good grades in school, and have 
a written permission from a par-
ent or guardian. Another major 
requirement is  being able to par-
ticipate in the minimum hours a 
month. 
     Mr. Jones and AGTV are creat-
ing commercials that support the 
Junior Firefighting program. He 
believes that “areas like the Avon 
Grove School District are lucky to 
have fire departments that are all 
volunteer and anything you can 
do to support that tradition is help-
ful to the community.”
     For more information, check 
out @helpfightfire on Facebook 
and Twitter, or go to http://www.
helpfightfire.com/ and volunteer 
today. 

The Devil’s Herald

By
Anna Ashcraft

Staff Writer

-Photo courtesy of Larry Schwenk
The AG esports team hopes to play Super Smash Bros. Ultimate this year.

Not only do freshmen students have to deal with the transition 
from middle to high school, but some have to transition to a new 
orchestra.

Junior volunteer 
firefighters needed
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Life after Avon Grove

   It can be tough to have a plan 
and know what you are going to 
do after high school. You have to 
take into account the price of the 
school, the location, the size, and 
most importantly, if the school 
even offers your desired major. 
   For Kelly Murphy, going to col-
lege was a stressful and anxious 
period of her life, “I didn’t know 
what I wanted to do or where I 
wanted to go to college.  It was 
tough.” 
   Murphy was able to turn her love 
of fashion into a major, as she is 
currently a fashion merchandising 
major at Kent State University. 

   “The hardest part for me was 
living on my own, eight hours 
away from my parents.  Luckily I 
was able to have a great room-
mate and some good friends that 
helped make the transition to liv-
ing on my own easier.” 
   Her favorite part of college is “not 
having to wake up at 6:00a.m.”
   Her advice to anyone strug-
gling with the thought of going 
to college and moving away is 
“Relax. Go online and find some 
pages that are used to help new 
students meet each other. Find 
some people you have common 
interests with and branch out from 
there.” 
   Katie Smith, who graduated from 
Avon Grove in 2011, and Kansas 
State University in 2015, had a 

very similar situation as Murphy. 
   “I wasn’t sure where I wanted to 
go. I originally went to West Ches-
ter University but I didn’t like it 
there, so when my parents moved 
to Kansas after my freshman year 
at college, it made the decision 
very easy to transfer to a college 
closer to them.” 
  “Don’t just go to the school that 
offers you the most money or the 
school a lot of your friends are 
going to,” she said. “Go to the 
school you want to go to, whether 
you make that decision based on 
the size or how good their profes-
sors are or if you make it based 
on sports, clubs, or activities they 
offer, go where you want to go, 
not where others want you to go.”

By
Bobby Murphy

Staff Writer

ACT 34 FROM PAGE 1
“[The board] has done their due 
diligence. They’ve analyzed; 
they’ve had studies–they had 
a FIG (Facilities Input Group). 
They’ve looked at all potential op-
tions, and I think the current proj-
ect presented tonight is the most 
cost effective to meet all the dis-
trict’s needs,” said Kerri Wright, a 
community member.
     A few community members 
expressed concern over the con-
ditions of the current high school 
as it would serve as the new mid-
dle school. One of the members, 
Donna Day, called attention to the 
fact that there needed to be an 
assessment of the conversion’s 
costs and what will exactly be im-

proved upon at the current high 
school.
     But the current freshman class, 
the first class to ever graduate 
from the new high school, still re-
mains enthusiastic. 
     “I’m excited to experience 
something new and see what the 
younger generation has coming 
for them,” said Aileen Mülle, a 
freshman at AGHS. 
     Frantz teased the fact these 
students who’ll go to the new high 
school will enjoy a school with “all 
indoor classrooms, additional art, 
STEM, tech ed, and special ed-
ucation classrooms” as well as it 
being “designed for future learn-
ing, whether it be blended learn-
ing or collaborative group work.”

     At the core of it, though, the 
community members just want a 
learning environment that’ll be the 
most beneficial to their kids’ edu-
cation. 
     “We’ve got to get this right for 
our kids,” said Donna Day. 
     That was something Christine 
Mellinger, sitting next to her friend, 
Harmony DeVuono, who also 
supports the new high school, 
agreed about. 
     “As far as I’m concerned, an 
investment in our schools and our 
kids is valuable for all members of 
the community,” said Mellinger. 

Community sounds off 
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decorations are just a few exam-
ples of what was available to buy.
     “[I] had a lot of fun and it was 
cool how many people were 
there to support all the small 
businesses,” said seventh grad-
er Luci Ashcraft on her first time 
at the festival.
     No guest is left hungry as there 
was a variety of food ranging 
from mushroom soup to French 
crepes. Many vendors also had 
a mushroom special available to 
honor the festival. 
     Of course, there has to be en-
tertainment! The festival manag-
ers ensured all age ranges could 
have a satisfying experience. 
Live music was played with 
many bands coming to perform 
for about one hour each with a 
large variety of tastes. 
     The weekend starts off with its 
traditional parade on Friday eve-
ning. Children of all ages could 
visit the carnival and enjoy many 
activities such as bungee jump-
ing and ziplining.
     Along with the street fair it-
self, an exhibit was setup where 
people can have the opportunity 
to learn more about mushrooms 
themselves and the growing pro-
cess. 
     The festival tries its best to 
showcase mushrooms as much 
as possible, not just how they 
grow and sell, but also how they 
can be enjoyed. This is where 
the culinary events give chefs the 
opportunity to showcase their tips 
and recipes for dishes with mush-
rooms as the star. 

     “The mushroom festival was 
fun and the chocolate covered 
cheesecake was amazing!” said 
sophomore Lauryn Vincolato.
     Even though this is just a chunk 
of what this event has, the festi-

val is a place to enjoy mushrooms 
and can help families and friends 
create traditions and memories. 

Mushroom Festival 
continues to be a hit News Briefs

Hurricane Dorian ends its rampage after hitting Canada 
Acording to the Associated Press, the rampaging Hurricane Dorian, 
which reached a category 5 storm earlier this month, moved out to 
the Labrador Sea September 8. The storm flooded the first floors of 
many homes in northwestern Newfoundland and southeastern Labra-
dor. Even though about 80% of Nova Scotia homes had their power 
restored, some residents could remain without power for days. Though 
the damage in East Canada is harsh, it cannot compare to the state that 
it left the Bahamas in. The hurricane reached 185 mph winds, obliterat-
ing thousands of homes for more than a day and a half. 
~By  Lucin Milestone

Florida man protects his car from Hurricane Dorian
According to USA Today, a man in Florida wanted to keep his car 
safe from Hurricane Dorian, so he hid it in the comfort of his own 
kitchen. Patrick Eldridge was “afraid his car might blow away,” Patricia 
Eldridge, his wife, said. His solution was to park it in his kitchen in 
his home in Jacksonville. As Dorian is moving up the coast of Flori-
da, nerves are growing among the people living in the South. There 
are rescue groups still cleaning up the damage that Dorian left in the 
Bahamas. 
~By  Anna Ashcraft

Bearded dragon found student’s backpack
In Panama City, Florida, the Bay County school district said in a 
Facebook post that they found a bearded dragon in a middle school-
er’s backpack on September 10, as reported by the Associated Press. 
The school said that they put the lizard, Jango, into a box until an 
adult could come and pick it up. The student said that they brought 
the lizard in to school because they did not want the lizard to be sad 
while it was home alone all day. After this incident, the school sent out 
a reminder to all of the parents, to check their kid’s backpacks before 
they go to school in the morning. 
 ~By  Lilly Purifoy

More SpaceX launches to come
By 2020, SpaceX hopes to launch 24 Starlink missions. These missions 
will be to create a long constellation of different satellites. A represen-
tative from SpaceX told SpaceNews that the chain of satellites could 
connect up to 12,000. SpaceX will likely be launching on average two 
satellites a month. SpaceX will be launching more satellites this year 
for various customers. The representative said that they are excited to 
start the Starlink missions, but refuse to bump customer launches for 
an earlier start to the mission. She also stated that they are unsure if 
they will be using the infamous Falcon 9 rocket. The company is just 
now getting caught up on late missions from delays caused by the Fal-
con 9. Previously, they thought the company would be ready to start 
the Starlink missions this year, but several customer missions were not 
completed in time.   
~By Sean DelVecchio

Sweden denies vanity license plate reading TRUMP
According to AP News,  Sweden rejected a request for one’s vanity 
license plate to say TRUMP on the grounds of “the letter combination 
[being] offensive,” which violates the motor vehicle department rules. 
It was reported by Sweden’s largest newspaper, the Aftonbladet tab-
loid, that the man who requested the letter combination was intoxicated 
while doing so and thought it would be a fun idea as his car is American, 
and Donald Trump is the current president.  The Associated Press add-
ed that the Swedish Transport Agency informed them that they don’t 
“approve letter combinations referring to politics.” The ruling cannot be 
appealed. 
~By Abby Osborne

Florida man decides the punishment for an undercooked 
potato is stabbing a woman
A man from Yulee, Florida was charged with aggravated battery with a 
deadly weapon after he stabbed a woman in the head multiple times 
with a fork for not cooking his potato the way he wanted it, according to 
Action News Jacksonville. His bond has been placed at $25,002.
~By Bobby Murphy

Single high school students tend to be less depressed than 
those who are dating
A little bummed that you’re going through your high school years single? 
Don’t worry, according to CNN, you might be better off. Dating is often 
thought of as a normal part of a person’s teenage years, but according 
to a recent study, teens who aren’t part of a relationship in their high 
school years tend to be less depressed than their counterparts who do 
participate in dating. Students who aren’t dating aren’t missing out on 
any emotional development either, in fact, these students seemed to 
have higher social and leadership skills than those who were dating. 
This isn’t to encourage anyone to break up with their significant others, 
but it is to be noted that not dating during high school isn’t going to have 
any negative effects later on.
~By Natalie Kelmelis

-Photo by Lucin Milestone
Kennett Square closed downtown streets on September 7-8.

Sports 
Schedule

September 28
Girls Volleyball @ Ridley, 10:00a.m.

October 1
Girls Soccer @ D’town East, 3:45p.m
Girls Volleyball @ D’town East, 5:00p.m.
Boys Soccer vs. D’town East, 7:00p.m
Girls FIeld Hockey @ D’town East, 
7:00p.m.

October 2
Boys Golf vs. Coatesville, 3:00p.m.
Boys & Girls Cross Country vs D’town 
East, 4:00p.m

For more information visit http://avongrove.digitalsports.com/

Today
Football vs. D’town East, 7:00p.m.
Field Hockey vs. Oxford, 3:45p.m.
Girls Volleyball vs. Oxford 4:45p.m.




