
New year, new school, new AG

By
Maddie Butler

Editor
The start of school may kick off 
with an abrupt flurry of homework, 
tests, and sports, but this year 
provides even more events and 
activities to buffer the stress. 
     With Homecoming on the 
horizon, it seems to be the most 
prominent on people’s minds. 
    Homecoming, which is on Oc-
tober 8 this year, will still maintain 
the normal booths and parade 
during the day of the dance, but a 
new inclusion will likely take place 
on the Friday before.
    Maggie Sullivan, a member of 
the Avon Grove Pride Leadership 
Academy (AGPLA), revealed how 
this spirit day would be for senior 

girls to paint jeans in maroon and 
gold colors to show AG pride.
     This is expected to be host-
ed by the Sewing Club, so make 
sure to watch out for more details 
to come. 
     As the current high school’s 
gym is not complete, the Home-
coming dance will take place out-
side in the old high school’s sta-
dium, which is where it was held 
last year. 
     While this means that Avon 
Grove High School students will 
have to wait another year for a 
Homecoming at the new building, 
the wait for a dance there won’t be 
quite as long.
     Although the exact date hasn’t 
been finalized yet, the new win-
ter dance will be in the new high 

school around February “when 
the school year is in a sort of lull,” 
shares Student Council President 
Delaney Driscoll.
     In order to make the best of not 
having Homecoming in the new 
high school, Driscoll describes 
how “Student Council has thrown 
around the idea for years, but this 
year we are finally going to do it.” 
     All grades are welcome to 
attend and dress in “Hoco-like 
attire, so maybe sleeved, short 
dresses for girls,” and boys would 
wear similar attire as they would 
to Homecoming as well, accord-
ing to Driscoll. 
     Delaney Driscoll and Lindsey 
Hayward should decide on more 
information and details around 
November, along with the theme 

for this dance. 
     Driscoll, who is also the presi-
dent of AGPLA, adds that another 
exciting change is happening with 
spirit days as there will be “AG 
pride days for all the schools in 
the Avon Grove School District.”
     The abundance of spirit doesn’t 
end there, as Driscoll explained, 
“We are planning on working with 
the Senior Class Cabinet to make 
a Senior Spirit Week.” 
     This will take place close to 
graduation, making it the perfect 
chance for seniors to soak up the 
conclusion of their high school 
years.  
     Normal spirit days that are 
more similar to ones in past 
years–Pink Day, Sports Day, AG 
Pride Day– will still take place 

throughout the school year, while 
Senior Spirit Days are probably 
going to have more amusing and 
creative themes. 
     All in all, these are steps to-
wards the ultimate goal of having 
“fun spirit days and activities that 
people want to participate in” and 
creating “new ways to have pride 
in our school,” states Sullivan.
     With so many new events com-
ing up this school year, participat-
ing is more accessible than ever. 
     Whether it’s attending dances, 
going to sports games, or simply 
wearing maroon and gold on pride 
days, everyone has a chance to 
be a part of making Avon Grove’s 
student body more cohesive than 
ever. 
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-Photo courtesy of Dr. Snead 
The new school is nearly 50% larger than the building on State Road.  The 
school district started receiving bids for the project in March 2020.

By
Gaby Bellaver 
Senior Editor

-Photo courtesy of Barksdale Photography
AGHS Principal Dr. Snead greets students on the first day of school at the new building.  

Students anticipate spirit days, 
Homecoming and new winter dance

NEW HIGH SCHOOL

After years of talking, planning, 
and finally building, Avon Grove’s 
new high school building is finally 
finished. Although there are still 
some final touches to be added, 
students are able to learn in the 
building. 
     And the upgrades from the old 
high school are very clear. 
     There’s much more space in 
the new high school. In fact, the 
building is 49% larger than the 
old school tallying in at 298,000 
square feet. Much of this space 
comes from the larger auditori-
um, gyms, and hallways to help 
accommodate the student popu-
lation.
     Unlike the old school, which 
had dedicated wings for each de-
partment, classrooms are spread 
out across the three floors. Histo-
ry classrooms are stacked on top 
of each other on the first and sec-

ond floors. English takes up most 
of the second floor while math and 
world languages control the third. 
     For plumbing and ventilation 
purposes, all of the science class-
rooms are stacked on top of each 
other. 
     There is also now a dedicated 
space for the art and music de-
partments. 
     The new high school also 
provides significantly more bath-
rooms and 5 staircases for easier 
and faster access to all 3 floors. 
     There are also 2 courtyards 
for students to eat and complete 
work. 
     According to AGHS principal 
Dr. Snead, “One [courtyard] is for 
students to enjoy during lunch 
and the other is an academic 
courtyard where teachers may 
take their classes.”

SEE NEW SCHOOL PAGE 3

-Photo courtesy of Barksdale Photography
Mr. Ricketts (right) addresses his homeroom on the first day.  The first floor wood shop can be seen from the second 
floor hallway.
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SCHOOL POLICY

Activities and athletics face challenges as 
construction nears completion

NEW SCHOOL

By
Ella Bartnik
Staff Writer

A new school brings a lot of new 
changes, which is to be expect-
ed. With all of the current transi-
tions and adjustments we have 
faced this year, there has been 
one change that has proved to be 
relatively controversial among the 
students and staff: the cell phone 
policy. 
     Many students were surprised 
to learn when they returned in 
the fall that at the start of every 
class period (with the exception of 
study hall and lunch) they would 
be required to turn over their cell 
phones. While a majority of stu-
dents find the new policy outra-
geous, most staff members deem 
it necessary. 
     “I think that the phone holders 
are a bad idea. Putting thousands 
of dollars worth of phones in a cal-

culator holder that could easily fall 
could be a liability on the school. I 
also think this new rule puts more 
kids in danger in case of an emer-
gency as we won’t be able to have 
quick contact with our parents,” 
said junior Abby Wolf.
     According to chemistry teach-
er, Mrs. Creamer, the cell phone 
policy is very useful as she feels 
“students get distracted when 
they have their phones in their 
own possession. Even if students 
are told to put their devices in their 
backpack, if they were to hear it 
ding or vibrate then they tend to 
pull it out and look at it on instinct. 
So not having it in their bag or in 
their possession during a class 
period allows students to maintain 
more focus.”
     Despite many students be-
lieving that this new rule is solely 
to make them feel miserable in 
class, there is a reason behind 
why the school has established 

this concept.  
     It’s the administration’s 
job to make sure students 
are learning in a safe ed-
ucational environment. 
However, is taking away 
students’ access to tech-
nology solely a fight against 
an unwinnable battle? 
     Technology is becom-
ing more prevalent in our 
day-to-day life, and it is not 
going to leave our society 
anytime soon. Wouldn’t it 
be a more reasonable idea 
to attempt to teach stu-
dents responsibility with the 
use of their devices instead 
of just blocking it out? 
     It seems to me like this 
debate may last all year, so 
until a solution is found, my 
phone will be in the calcu-
lator holder, right next to 
yours.

Call me maybe...but not during class

 New school, new space, new ar-
eas for us to learn and play…
     Or, so we thought.
     “I want people to understand 
that even though the school is not 
finished, it’s still a better place for 
us to be,” says Dr. Snead. “Even 
though it’s an active process, I 
want people to have patience and 
realize that this is a better envi-
ronment for us.”
     Luckily, the main gym, weight 
room, locker rooms, and fitness 
center are set to be completed in 
late October.
     “The fitness center is a space 
that is available to everyone be-
fore and after school, and for 
the P.E. teachers to use for their 
classes. As soon as we get in 
there, we will have a clearer idea 
as to what it will be used for, but 
we planned on having it as a sort 
of cardio counterpart to the weight 
room,” noted Snead.
     While there are no current plans 
to build a new football stadium or 
top the current high school field 
with turf, the softball and baseball 
programs will each be welcomed 
to a new field later this year; a lux-
ury most teams wish to have.
     The football team has had a 
journey of their own.  Their pre-
season training was at the State 
Road campus, then they switched 
to the grass field across from the 
front student parking lot.
     It is affectionately nicknamed 
“The Field of Dreams” due to the 
cornfield behind it.
     “I’m going to speak on behalf 
of the team when I say that I’m not 
super happy with this whole prac-
ticing situation,” says sophomore 
Zach Sheridan, one of the starting 
varsity linebackers. “There’s a lot 
of uneven ground, which allows 
the opportunity for injuries.”
     One of the main issues players 
discussed was the lack of a “con-
sistently maintained” area, espe-
cially when they practice on grass 
but play on turf.
     “I completely agree. As a cen-

ter, it’s really difficult to practice 
consistent snapping, since we 
play on two different mediums,” 
added senior Nathan Tesche.
     Contrary to popular belief, Mo-
ses T-Toe actually prefers practic-
ing on “The Field of Dreams.”
     “I just think I can get a better 
grip on the ground and move bet-
ter,” says the junior wide receiver.
     Now the football team trains on 
the football field near the soon to 
be finished gymnasium.
     On game days, 
attendance has 
grown exponen-
tially as football 
games have be-
come one of the 
most popular 
social events of 
the school year. 
New themes like 
Hawaiian and 
Neon Night have 
drawn huge 
crowds, along 
with the new 
Military and First 
Responder Ap-
preciation Night.
     However, 
since the old 
high school is 
closed for re-
pairs, players 
are forced to mi-
grate to the mid-
dle school locker 
rooms during 
halftime.
     “It’s not the 
most convenient 
solution, but 
at least there’s 
somewhere for 
the players to 
relax and for us 
to recuperate 
before we head 
back on the 
field,” says varsity head coach 
Joe Coffey.
     Like the football team, the girls’ 
soccer team had their fair share of 
problems as well.
     “There was one day during 
the first week of school where we 

were stranded here for about half 
an hour, but since then the busing 
issues have cleared up,” says ju-
nior midfielder Mary Kate Walker. 
“Underclassmen still have to take 
transfer buses over to the old high 
school which is difficult with all of 
the congestion of after-school traf-
fic.”
     As there is no current time-
line for the construction of artificial 
grass fields, sports like soccer, la-
crosse, and field hockey have to 

be creative with practice spaces.
     “I mean, it would be great to 
have turfs here. Not just for our 
benefit, but so teams throughout 
the spring won’t have to over-
come the same obstacles we did,” 
says Walker.

     As a result of the coronavirus 
pandemic, there has been a na-
tionwide worker shortage and bus 
drivers are no exception to this 
occurrence. Bus drivers need to 
work much harder to complete 
routes efficiently between the 
high, middle, intermediate, and 
elementary schools along with 
hauling athletes back to the old 
campus.
     “The drivers that we do have 
are extremely patient and kind 

with this whole 
process. We 
are so thankful 
for our drivers 
and we know 
they are doing 
everything they 
possibly can 
to get students 
where they 
need to be in a 
timely fashion,” 
says Snead.
     Avon Grove 
School District 
has partnered 
with two sep-
arate busing 
companies just 
to keep up with 
demands.
     Clubs have 
also taken ma-
jor hits as a 
result of the un-
finished build-
ing.
     While the 
theater depart-
ment is in the 
early stages of 
the rehears-
al process for 
their fall play, 
Alice in Won-
derland, the 
directors have 
been very flex-

ible in adapting their schedule to 
match the opening of the audito-
rium.
     “We were originally told that it 
was to be finished sometime from 
late October to early November,” 
says co-director Helen White-

house, “but now we have heard 
that it will open in late November.”
     The date of the opening night 
has been shuffled throughout fall 
and winter and has eventually 
landed on December 1, 2, and 3.
     “Not all of this change was de-
pendent on the completion of the 
auditorium. We’ve had to sched-
ule around the band and orches-
tra winter concerts, and decided 
to have an afternoon show on the 
3rd to not interfere with Country 
Christmas,” added Whitehouse.
     But not everything has gone 
downhill for the theater depart-
ment. Involvement has grown 
exponentially as a result of their 
Addams Family farewell to the old 
high school stage. 
     “We were actually surprised 
by the turnout and to keep interest 
high in younger grades, we were 
hoping to incorporate the elemen-
tary school cast into our produc-
tion,” says co-director Cali Health.
     As for this year’s club fair, a 
digital option was proposed for 
later in the marking period, where 
clubs would record “commercials” 
to bring in new members. 
     “We don’t want to hold back 
clubs from gaining new members 
and we want to give each one the 
opportunity to meet freely around 
the school,” says Snead. “I/E will 
be reinstated in October to do just 
that.”
     Still, there are mixed feelings 
about returning to an uncompleted 
school, however, Snead ensures 
that bigger classrooms, more nat-
ural light, several stairwells, and 
other new additions will allow for 
a better learning environment for 
Avon Grove students.

-Photo courtesy of Barksdale Photography
Students place their cell phones in the caddy on the first day of school.  A new policy 
was implemented this year so that students are not distracted by their phones.

By
Riley Wiercinski

Staff Writer
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New building provides more room and light
NEW SCHOOL

The Last Sunflowers of Summer

-Photos courtesy of Barksdale Photography
Students walk down Main Street past the LMC on the first day of school (above) as students get acquainted with their 
new classroom (below).

NEW SCHOOL FROM PAGE 1
     As well as the courtyards, 
teachers can take students to 
small group instructional (SGI) 
rooms. 
     Teachers can use these rooms 
for “discussions or presentations 
as there will be screens in each 
location,” said Dr. Snead. 
     There are also other areas 
dedicated for students to gather. 
The LMC (Library Media Center), 
various furniture throughout the 
school, and very soon the learn-
ing steps, are all there to help 
students feel comfortable and 
welcomed. 
     The learning steps will not only 
be a functional staircase, but they 
can be used as a spot for clubs, 
activities, or even sports teams to 
have meetings and presentations. 
     The newness of the school is 
highlighted by its incorporation of 
natural light. Some of the walls in 
the building are completely win-
dows.  
     With all of these new improve-
ments comes the responsibility of 
students to take care of them and 
show that they are mature enough 
to handle them. To do this, Avon 
Grove has implemented a few 

new rules.  
     Like last year, all students 
are required to wear ID badges 
around their necks. The purpose 
of this is to know who is in the 
building at all times and increase 
security. 
     Another new action has been 
the implementation of e-hall pass-
es. AG wanted to get rid of paper 
hall passes and “bring our passes 
into the current century,” said Dr. 
Snead. 
     Its purpose is, again, security. 
Having a system to ensure staff 
knows where every student is in 
the case of an emergency is key. 
     Those who have had Mrs. 
Stevens for math class are no 
strangers to putting their phones 
in a caddy. This year, that policy 
has been implemented across the 
school. 
     According to Dr. Snead, “The 
main reason for having cell phone 
caddies was to help students fo-
cus on learning in their classes.” 
     Studies from both the New 
York Times and the Washington 
Post show that phones are one of 
the top distractions in classrooms. 
While the benefits are there, stu-
dents are not too keen on not hav-

ing their phones. 
     Although schedules are adjust-
ing every day, there is a tentative 
schedule for when the rest of the 
building’s projects will be wrapped 
up. 
     There’s good news for indoor 
sports as the auxiliary gym is set 
to open around the end of Sep-
tember. However, the main gym 
will be complete around the end of 
October, so the winter sports will 
likely be the first to use it.  
     The auditorium and learning 
steps are to be finished on a date 
in November. Hopefully, this will 
be enough time for the winter con-
certs to practice and play in the 
brand new setting. 
     There is also hope that the 
stuffy traffic will come to an end. 
The second entrance to the cam-
pus off of PA-796 is currently un-

der construction and is expected 
to be operational within a few 
weeks.
      Another positive sign for driv-
ers is that the back parking spac-
es should be available around the 

end of October.
     As the rest of the school finish-
es up, it paves the way for a great 
first year at 10 Waltman Way.      

-Photo by Nick LeClerc
A field of sunflowers on Homeville Road shines in the sunlight.

-Photo courtesy of Barksdale Photography
A variety of tables furnish the cafeteria.

Auditorium, gymnasiums, and learning steps remain unfinished
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Today

Girls Tennis @ 
Council Rock North, 3:30p.m.
Cross Country  @ 
Paul Short Invitational, 
Lehigh University, 3:30p.m.
Girls Volleyball  @ 
Bishop Shanahan, 5:00pm

Friday, September 30, 2022
CLASS OF 2023

By
Jackson Morris

Senior Editor

-Photo courtesy of Trent Lucovich
Lucovich will play for Saint John’s University starting next fall. 

-Photo courtesy of Owen Edwards
Owen Edwards plays defense for the Avon Grove varisty lacrosse team. 

-Photo courtesy of Owen Yoder
Yoder announced his commitement to Seton Hill University on September 6.

-Photo courtesy of Grace Keen
Keen plays goalkeeper for both Avon Grove and FC Delco. 

-Photo courtesy of Cassidy Bonura
Bonura has been playing Lady Devils lacrosse for her whole high school career. 

-Photo courtesy of Brianna Huller
Huller has been playing lacrosee since the 5th Grade. 
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Oct. 1
Football @ 
Academy Park, 1:00p.m.

Oct. 3
Girls Golf vs.
Unionville, 3:00p.m.
Girls Tennis  vs.
D’town West, 3:30p.m.
Girls Soccer   vs. 
Great Valley, 7:00p.m.

Oct. 4
Boys Soccer @ 
Great Valley, 3:30p.m.
Girls Soccer  vs. 
Conestoga, 3:45p.m.
Girls Volleyball  vs. 
Great Valley, 5:00p.m.
Field Hockey vs. 
Great Valley, 7:00p.m.

Oct. 6
Girls Soccer  @ 
Kennett, 3:45p.m.
Girls Volleyball  @ 
Kennett, 6:00p.m.
Boys Soccer  vs.
Kennett, 7:00p.m.
Field Hockey @
Kennett, 7:00p.m.

Oct. 8
Football vs. 
Bishop Shanahan, 1:00p.m.

Oct. 11
Field Hockey vs. 
West Chester East, 3:45p.m.
Boys Soccer  @ 
West Chester East, 7:00p.m.
Girls Volleyball  vs. 
West Chester East, 7:00pm
Girls Soccer  vs. 
West Chester East, 7:00pm

Oct. 12
Cross Country @ 

Ches-Mont Championships, 
3:10p.m.

-Photo courtesy of Griffin Edwards
Griffin Edwards (above) will continue his lacrosse career at Wagner College with his twin 
brother Owen.

It’s all about the threads. 
     It can be argued that uniform is what binds a team together. Any group of people can call themselves a 
team, but playing under a shared cloth is what takes a team to the next level. 
      Avon Grove exemplifies this philosophy on every team, every season, every year.
      For most athletes, their senior season is bittersweet. It is hard to say goodbye to a community that facili-
tates so much for a student and can be so vital to a high school career. 
 For these athletes, however, their senior season is just the beginning as they prepare to shed their 
maroon and gold for new colors, in a new home.

Trent Lucovich
Lacrosse

Saint John’s University
    Trent Lucovich has verbally 
committed to play Division I la-
crosse at Saint John’s Univer-
sity. Lucovich says ever since 
he was little he has dreamed of 
playing Division I lacrosse, and 
is extremely excited to turn his 
dreams into reality. 
     Lucovich admitted his recruit-
ing process was stressful, but 
couldn’t be happier with how it all 
worked out. 
     “I felt that Saint John’s fit me 
really well, and after my first un-
official visit I fell in love.” 
     Lucovich also said he is not 
going to take his opportunities for 
granted when he joins the Red 
Storm. 
     “This is giving me a lot of 
opportunities that I couldn’t turn 
down and I am excited about 
competing against the top la-
crosse programs in the country.”

Griffin Edwards
Lacrosse

Wagner College
     Griffin Edwards has verbally committed to Wagner College to play 
lacrosse. Edwards says he struggled with his choice of where he want-
ed to attend, as academics was also a very important factor for him. 
     Most athletes find brothers within the huddle on the field, but for 
Edwards, he doesn’t have to look very far as his twin brother, Owen 
Edwards, also committed to play lacrosse at Wagner College. 
     “My brother committed pretty much as soon as he could. I was still 
a little unsure as it is a big decision, and I wanted to make sure I was 
100% in on the choice.” 
     Edwards says he also struggled to choose Wagner because of 
competing offers from other schools, but after family deliberation and 
personal reflection, he is thrilled to be spending the next four years at 
Wagner. 
     “I love the coaching staff at Wagner.There’s a great culture and I 
couldn’t be more happy with my decision.”

Owen Edwards
Lacrosse

Wagner College
     Owen Edwards has verbally committed to play lacrosse at Wagner 
College and is currently planning to sign his letter of intent in Novem-
ber. Edwards says for him, Wagner was a no brainer. 
     “When I met the coaches and visited the campus I fell in love with it 
and committed last January.” 
     Edwards plays defense for the Red Devils and says he has dreamt 
of playing in college since he was very young. 
     Edwards also says he’s not only excited for the athletics at Wagner, 
but also the academics. 
     “I am excited meet all the guys and to play at the next level, while 
also getting a great education.”

Owen Yoder
Baseball

Seton Hill University
     Owen Yoder has verbally com-
mitted to play baseball at Seton 
Hill University. Yoder says his re-
cruiting process was enjoyable, 
but very humbling for him. 
     “I got praised by some schools, 
and ignored by some schools. I 
spent countless hours over that 
fact that I might not find the right 
fit or the best program for me.” 
     Yoder says even through all the 
stress and strife during his recruit-
ing process, he found a program 
that to him, feels like home. 
     “I was blessed with an oppor-
tunity to continue my athletic and 
academic career at a university 
with a great baseball program and 
academics that felt like a family to 
me.” 
      Yoder plays shortstop and sec-
ond baseman for Avon Grove and 
says he’s known that he wanted 
to play baseball in college since 
he was 12 years old. Looking to-
wards the horizon, Yoder says he 
can’t imagine his future without 
baseball. 
      “I love the game enough to 
play until I can’t anymore.” 

Grace Keen 
Soccer 

West Chester University 
     For Grace Keen, the road to West Chester University was hard, but rewarding. Keen has been a member 
of the Olympic Development Program (ODP) since she was 11 years old, and has been traveling all over the 
country with her team to different college showcases. 
     “My team would travel to Florida and Arizona to play for college coaches from all over which gave us tons 
of exposure.” 
      Keen says one major roadblock for her was actually establishing a constant communication with college 
coaches. 
     “Sometimes a coach will email you first and you will email back and get no response.” 
      While Keen always dreamed of playing Division I soccer, she says West Chester University (a Division II 
school) was the best choice for her. 
     Keen is a goalkeeper for the Lady Devils and says she is looking forward to taking her championship 
mentality to the Golden Rams. 
    “I am most excited about playing and hopefully trying to win a championship for WCU, as they have won 
them in the past.” 

Cassidy Bonura 
Lacrosse

Siena College 
     Cassidy Bonura has verbally committed to play lacrosse 
at Siena College. Bonura says while the process can be 
very stressful, she recommends that anyone who considers 
walking the path to make sure to pick a place that you feel 
comfortable in. 
     “Despite all the stress, I would tell everyone going through 
it to take their time and find a school that feels like home.” 
     Bonura plays midfield for the Lady Devils, and says that 
she knew she wanted to play lacrosse in college after her 
freshman season. Bonura says she also is looking forward 
to the relationships she will forge as a member of the pro-
gram. 
     “I am excited about playing at the next level as well as 
creating great relationships with the team and coaches.”

Brianna Huller 
Lacrosse

Lafayette College
     Brianna Huller has verbally committed to Lafayette College to play lacrosse. Huller says for her recruit-
ment, Lafayette was the perfect combination of athletics and academics. 
     “I had a small list of possible schools because I knew I wanted to go to a college that had a focus on 
academics.” 
     Huller says she really loved “the 
feel” at Lafayette College when she 
visited last September, and was 
thrilled to receive an offer later that 
fall. 
     Huller primarily plays defense but 
also plays midfield for Avon Grove 
and says that she has constantly 
dreamt of playing lacrosse in college 
ever since joining her first club team 
in fifth grade. 
     While recruitment is based on 
individual talent, Huller says she 
couldn’t have completed this pro-
cess without the help of her support 
team. 
     “There are so many people like 
my coaches, teammates, and family 
that helped me tremendously with 
this decision, and for that I am so 
graful.”

Same game, new jersey: Senior Red Devils discuss college athletic commitments


