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down, 
look up

SCHOOL POLICY

By
Gaby Bellaver
Senior Editor

 Along with the new high school, the cell 
phone policy continues to be the talk of the 
town. 
     At the very start of the school year, Avon 
Grove students had to put their phones in 
the provided caddy at the start of class. It 
would remain there until the end of the peri-
od or when the teacher would allow it. 
     Students strongly voiced their opinions 
on these stricter guidelines throughout the 
first few weeks of school. Their complaints 
could be heard across all three floors. 
     “I wasn’t a fan of the new cell phone 
policy,” said senior Ashley Smith. “I feel like 
[our phones] should only be taken away 
from us if we do something to deserve it.” 
     Much of this ruckus has calmed down as 
these rules were slightly tweaked. Students 
may now put their phones in their school 
bags. They cannot have their devices on 
their desk and it is not encouraged to have 
them on their person. 
     “I feel more comfortable having my phone 
in my bag because if there’s an emergen-
cy where I need to contact someone I have 
easy access to it,” said Smith. “That’s real-
ly my main concern about not having it. If 
something were to happen I’d like to have 
my phone on me.” 
     While the concerns of Smith do carry 
weight, this policy was put in place to pro-
vide students with a distraction-free learn-
ing environment.           
     “I think that kids were really distracted 
and they didn’t know how distracted they 
were,” said AP US Government teacher 
Mrs. Polin. “They thought they were mul-
titasking when studies show that you can 
only really pay attention to one thing fully 
at a time.” 
     Mrs. Polin’s words on the dangers of 
multitasking ring true. 
     The Cleveland Clinic health department 
interviewed neuropsychologist Cynthia 
Kubu, PhD. She reported that “our brains 
can only focus on one task at a time. The 
more we multitask, the less we actually ac-
complish, because we slowly lose our abili-
ty to focus enough to learn.” 
     So while students may be under the im-
pression that they can answer a Snapchat 
and understand the 3 branches of govern-
ment at the same time, they really can’t.  
     Like most things, COVID can take the 
blame for this excess lack of focus. 
     In the years of COVID, the only way to 
communicate with friends and family was 
through technology. Whether students
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AG running back Thad Binstead aludes a Bishop Shanahan defender on October 15.  Binstead rushed for 112 yards to lead the Red Devils to a 14-0 
victory on Homecoming.  For more Homecoming coverage, see pages 6-7.

Getting comfortable
By

Jackson Morris
Senior Editor

Empty classrooms. Uniformity. Barren walls. 
     Do these things sound like a classroom to you? 
     As the new Avon Grove High School building is still under construction, 
teachers were not allowed to put posters on their walls at the beginning 
of the year. That did not deter most teachers from still trying to make their 
classrooms feel more unique, including teachers Mr. Bill Langhorne, Mr. 
Michael Kowalski, and Mr. R.J. Pizzini. 
     Langhorne, a math teacher, has tried to add uniqueness to his class-
room by hanging up flags of things that represent his personality, like a 
flag of his alma-matter, Penn State.               
     Langhorne also likes to display his involvement in Avon Grove athletics 
with his other flag, from the Nike Cross-Country Regional Race. Lang-
horne has coached the boy’s cross-country team for 12 years. 
     Langhorne says these flags help bring color to his classroom, but also 
have functionality. 
     “My Penn State flag fits perfectly in the large window by my door, which 
also blocks some of the distractions from the hallway.” 
     Langhorne has also decorated his room with pictures of his family, of 
the cross-country team, and also a large pi-poster on the back of his door. 
Langhorne says he was very excited to get classroom 314 (the first three 
digits of pie) as a math teacher.
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Mr. Kowalski creates artwork on his whieboard to connect to the 
content and to make his room more like home.
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Why Waltman Way?
NEW AGHS

By
Amber Novak

Staff Writer

Not only did students move into 
a new school this year, but Avon 
Grove High School started using 
E-hallpass.  
     Eduspire Solutions is the cre-
ator of E-hallpass and they state 
that a student simply needs to  
fill out from where he/she is de-
parting and then select their des-
tination. Once the student is done 
filling out this information, the stu-
dent presses the “Submit” button. 
     The request goes to the teach-
er you are with at that time and 
they can approve it—if you can go 
at that given time. 
     Once your pass is approved, 
the time starts ticking away. A tim-
er will appear on your screen and 
starts counting up the time you 
are gone. 
     Once you are back from wher-
ever you left off to, your teacher 
can then stop the timer on the 
pass. 
     A couple key benefits that the 
E-Hallpass ensures is hallway 
management, building security, 
anti-vaping and vandalism, and 
helping with appointment passes. 
     Eduinspire Solutions states, 
“A cloud-based contactless digi-
tal hall pass system that includes 
social distancing tools and has 
features that help limit mischief, 
meetups, vaping, vandalism, and 
much more.” 

What Do Other Schools Have to 
Say About this?  
     Just like our school, other 
schools are using this digital hall 
pass tool as well.  Every school 
has a different experience with the 
E-hallpass system.
     At ConVal High School in New 

Hampshire, a student named 
Raiven Lewis started a peti-
tion against the E-hallpass sys-
tem and how it was used at her 
school. Lewis stated that three 
hall passes that their administra-
tion allowed were not enough for 
throughout the day. 
     She felt as though her rights 
were being taken away. 
     The result of her petition made 
it so that students got a higher 
amount of passes for each day. 
     ”I’m not the type of person to do 
this stuff. I’m a quiet person.” Lew-
is told the Concord Monitor. “But 
it feels like they’re taking away a 
human right.” 
     She felt severely violated be-
cause of this inability to be able to 
go more places during the school 
day. 
      Easton Area High School in 
Pennsylvania is also using the 
new E-hallpass system as well. 
Using their school provided tab-
lets, they can fill out the E-hall-
pass that way. 
     ”It will really help us track pat-
terns of students in the hallway,” 
Easton Area High School Princi-
pal Kyle Geiger said to Lehigh-
ValleyLive.com. ”The goal for the 
use of E-hallpass at this school 
is to regulate how many kids are 
in certain parts of the building at 
a time and regulate who goes 
where accordingly.” 

What Does Our School Think? 
     Avon Grove High School Princi-
pal Dr. Snead reflected on the hall 
pass systems of the past while 
recognizing a new tool needed for 
the present.
     ”One is that we historically 
used to use student planners, or 
agendas for passes. People were 
pretty upset that they had to carry 
them into the bathroom. It wasn’t 

very sanitary. 
     “So then, we moved to paper 
passes, but they were not used 
consistently and it’s also 2022.  
We have all this technology,” said 
Dr. Snead. 
     The E-hall pass system is over-
all just more efficient and easier to 
use. 
     “Another thing I really like it 
for,” added Dr. Snead, ”that I hope 

I never have to use for, is if we 
have an emergency. It’s a much 
faster system to know who isn’t 
with their teacher and then for us 
to make sure we find them and 
make sure they’re safe too.” 
     E-hallpass isn’t only just to see 
who’s in the bathroom at a time, or 
just for crowding in the hallways. It 
is a major help with the safety of 
the students as well. 

    With any new technology, it will 
take some time to get used to it.

Students sign out of class digitally

In 1928, ten-year-old Lawrence A. 
Waltman would move to Jenners-
ville and remain there for the rest 
of his life. 
     At this point in his life, young 
Waltman would have never imag-
ined having the street “Waltman 
Way” named after him. 
     However, this street leading 

into the new Avon Grove High 
School is nothing compared to his 
impact on the community.   
     Waltman lived with his parents 
and his three brothers on their 
family’s dairy farm, which was 
what is now Jennersville Shop-
ping Center and the apartments 
behind it. 
     Waltman ran track and field for 
Avon Grove, winning gold medals 
in competitions. 
     In 1940, Waltman’s father 

would open a country music ven-
ue  by the name of Sunset Park, 
located in the area where Dairy 
Queen now stands.
     This park would take up one 
of the fields from his dad’s farm, 
including a stage, and an outdoor 
seating venue. 
     Waltman would assist with run-
ning the Sunset Park venue up 
until the death of his father, after 
which he’d assume full control. 
     With the help of his family, 
Waltman would run this venue till 
1995. 
     Sunset Park was the place to 
go for country singers looking for 
their big break; it became the one 
of the biggest country music ven-
ues outside of Nashville. 
     Some of the most famous 
artists to perform at Sunset Park 
included Johnny Cash, Hank Wil-
liams, Dolly Parton, and Loretta 
Lynn. 
     The success of the venue 
went far beyond money.  It helped 
change the life of Waltman as this 
was the very place he met his 
wife, Hazel Flannery, a performer 
at the park. 
     For over a half a century the 
park would draw fans every Sun-
day, spring to fall, creating a com-
munity.  
     Not only did Waltman help ad-
vance the music industry, he was 

also a very valued member of the 
community, serving as a leader 
for various Avon Grove organiza-
tions, including the Avon Grove 
School Board of Directors. 
     Waltman was even able to 
establish a scholarship fund to 
assist students in furthering their 
education.
     He passed away on October 
29, 2018 at his Jennersville home.  
He was 100 years old.
      Without a doubt, Lawrence 

Waltman left a memorable and 
lasting impact on the communi-
ty. Today, the road nearby where 
Sunset Park once stood is named 
“Waltman Way” in honor of this re-
markable man. 

Editor’s Note:  Information ob-
tained from The Chester County 
Press and the Historical Marker 
Database.

Students and teachers create hallpasses using the digital platform, E-hallpass.  

By
Kailey Koch
Staff Writer

Street name honors the life of former school board 
president, community leader

Hall passes advance into the 21st century

-Staff Photo
The Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission dedicated the site of Sun-
set Park in 2018.  It stands along route 796, near Waltman Way.

-Staff Photo
A new stop light was constructed to allow access to the new high school along 
Waltman Way from route 796.
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Resilience can’t be washed away
COMMUNITY

Study:  Cell phone use decreases grades

It looked like you were underwa-
ter in the city of Atlantis. The road 
seemed as though it was washed 
away,  trees were uprooted and 
split into millions of pieces that 
needed to be reassembled, power 
lines were sparking like fireworks 
in the night, and in the center of 
it all was a childhood memory 
almost completely submerged in 
the murky waters of the overflow-
ing Brandywine River located in 
Chadds Ford. 
     A year ago, Hurricane Ida 
caused catastrophic damage to 
Hank’s Place in Chadds Ford, 
Pennsylvania. Hank’s Place, a 
small family owned restaurant 
that always spewed with happi-
ness and good memories, was 
facing its biggest challenge yet. 
     The apocalyptic flood rose 
nearly 21 feet, and came knock-
ing on the restaurant’s front 
door. Owners Kate and Anthony 
Young watched in helpless horror 
throughout the night as that knock 
became an unwelcome guest in-
side their establishment. They 
were devastated.
     “We did not expect water to 
rise to the level of which it did. 
As we watched the water rise on 
the cameras we became fairly 
distraught. None of our thoughts 
were positive,” said Anthony 
Young. 

     Most shockingly, the kitchen 
appliances and the refrigerator 
were lifted off the ground.  They 
were seen bobbing in the water, 
like ocean buoys caught in the 
current, before the cameras were 
disabled from the waterlog.  
     In the days that came after, the 
water receded and they were fi-
nally let through the caution tape. 
The damage was greater than 
they could have ever imagined. 
     The smell was so pungent 
they needed to wear a mask be-
fore stepping foot inside the main 
building. Their piping and electric 
was completely shot and original 
artwork that filled the walls was 
ruined.
     They had hoped to save the 
bones of the historic restaurant 
and rebuild from the inside, but 
that idea was quickly wiped out. 
The damage was too extreme to 
keep the original structure, and 
they needed to raze the business 
to move it out of the flood plain. 
     “Since we had to move the 
building, we needed to go into 
land development and we needed 
to bring everything back to build-
ing and zoning codes,” Anthony 
explained. 
     This pushed back the reopen-
ing plans by four years. “We de-
cided as business owners that we 
needed to get back to business,” 
he emphasized. 
     They ran a food truck at the 
old location to provide a sense of 
community and unification. They 

wanted to keep a sense of vital-
ity at the corner of Creek Road 
and Route 1, where the original 
grounds for Hank’s Place was lo-
cated. 
     But they could not sustain the 
idea of a rebuild by running a 
small food truck that had a limited 

menu which meant little income. 
They knew that they needed to 
look for ways to bring Hank’s 
Place back. 
     Over the summer months, they 
looked at potential properties that 
could become Hank’s temporary 
home, and finally landed on a 

space in Kennett Square.
      “We’re able to make it our 
own, but still bring a sense of His-
toric Chadds Ford through Wyeth 
paintings and our staff,” said Katie 
Young. 
     Hank’s on Birch is hopeful to be 
open for business soon.

-Photo courtesy of Kate & Anthony Young
Hank’s Place has a new location on Birch Street in Kennett Square.

By
Mary Kate D’Ambrosio

Special to The Herald

Hank’s Place rebuilds after catastrophic storm
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 were actually on a call with their 
friends or scrolling through Tik-
Tok, 2020 was the year of media. 
     So when the virtual school year 
began, it was up to a student’s 
integrity to determine if they 
watched their Zoom meetings or 
the latest episode of Tiger King.
     The lack of a disciplinary figure 
to keep some students on task 
allowed them to get a taste of be-
ing on their phones during school 
hours. Now they are still feeling 
that urge to look and see what’s 
going on in the world around 
them. 
     “[Students] were constantly 
getting the phantom sensation 
from their phone that they were 
missing a message or getting a 

message,” continued Mrs. Polin. 
     “I do agree that phones can 
be a distraction that impacts my 
learning,” said Smith. “At times I 
am tempted to see who’s texting 
me.”
     This jittery feeling causes 
students to focus less on their 
schoolwork as their attention is 
zoned in on what that message 
could possibly say. With their 
mind elsewhere, students miss 
out on critical information during 
class that will hurt them when it is 
time to take a test. 
      A study done by Rutgers Uni-
versity in 2018 found that “having 
a device didn’t lower students’ 
scores in comprehension tests 
within lectures but did lower their 
scores in the end-of-term exam 
by at least five percent, or half a 

grade.” 
     Five percent may not seem like 
much, but when it’s five percent 
on all weighted tests, it’s a hefty 
portion of a student’s grade. This 
five percent could be walking the 
line from a C+ to a B-. 
     While some may argue that 
correlation is not causation, the 
Rutger’s study provides strong 
evidence that cell phones do con-
tribute to a lack of focus, hindering 
a student’s learning capabilities. 
     Not only are students hurt-
ing themselves by being on their 
phones, but they are also hurting 
their peers. 
     The Rutgers study found that 
“when the use of electronic devic-
es was allowed in class, perfor-
mances were also poorer for stu-
dents who did not use devices.”

  The wandering eyes of teenag-
ers often end up on the screens of 
their peers who are distracted by 
a video on the phone next to them, 
or listening to the distant sound of 
Taylor Swift’s re-recordings rather 
than their teacher’s voice. 
     “Sometimes I get the urge to 
show others around me some-
thing on my phone,” said Smith. 
“However, when it’s in my bag, I 
can control myself to not go on it.” 
     While they may not like it, Avon 
Grove students aren’t alone with 
their few hours of disconnection. 
According to the Philadelphia 
Inquirer, “In the 2019-20 school 
year, the last for which data are 
available, 77% of schools [across 
the nation] had phone bans of 
some kind.”
     Although they might fret over 

posting a BeReal a few minutes 
late, students can catch up on ev-
erything they missed during their 
lunch period, study hall, I/E, and 
any other free time they are given. 
    With phones put in a safe spot, 
teachers have a positive outlook 
not only on their student’s grades 
but on their growth as people.
    “[The phone policy] is bringing 
up a level of respect because kids 
are looking at each other instead 
of their phones,” said Mrs.Polin. 
“I think this is an important step 
back toward human connection.” 
    While phones can connect us 
with people halfway around the 
world and allow us to access in-
formation with the tap of our fin-
gers, sometimes we can learn 
more important things by simply 
looking up. 

FROM HOME PAGE 1
    Kowalski, a history and eco-
nomics teacher, has spruced up 
his classroom in a multitude of 
ways. He has masks from dif-
ferent cultures lining the white-
boards, pictures from athletic and 
academic events, and a big shield 
in the back left corner of his room. 
      Most interestingly, however, 
Kowalski has decorated his room 
not with printed posters, but with 
hand-made drawings on both the 
whiteboard and his window. 
     For Kowalski, the drawings 
have been a part of his classroom 
culture for a little while now. 
     “A couple of years ago for a 
history lesson, I drew the Hagia 
Sophia to help students visual-
ize what it was we were learning 
about. After positive feedback, 
I drew a knight for the next les-
son. Now, I like to put up different 
drawings for the different history 
topics we are discussing to help 

combine art with the subject we’re 
learning about.” 
     Kowalski says he is also look-
ing forward to getting student art-
work up on the walls, to pair with 
his own drawings. 
     “I like the kids to draw things 
and stick them up on the wall, and 
I also like to draw things and stick 
them up on the wall. It makes the 
space decorated by us, not some 
poster you bought online because 
‘Oh! Pretty colors!’”
     Pizzini, an English teacher, has 
his cabinets decorated with one of 
his favorite book series: The Lord 
of the Rings.
     “My love for reading is a large 
part of the reason I became an 
educator, and I hope that show-
casing some of my favorite stories 
will motivate students to find their 
own favorites.”
     Pizzini has also added some 
other decorations to his room that 
he hopes will add a little bit of co-

ziness to his new space. 
     “I’ve got a pretty cool lamp and 
some plants that help make the 
room feel a bit cozier. I also like to 
post a daily word puzzle that stu-
dents can come in and try to solve 
each day. It’s fun to see yelps of 
excitement when they finally fig-
ure out the answer.”
     While these teachers are hap-
py with what they have been able 
to do so far, they are very excited 
for when they are allowed to put 
posters and other decorations on 
the walls, in order to make their 
classrooms really feel like home. 
     “I hope to be able to hang all 
of my posters as the year contin-
ues.  In my old room, every wall 
was covered with posters con-
taining motivational quotes, math 
knowledge, and student work.  I 
enjoy teaching in a well-decorated 
room,” says Langhorne. 
      “The drawings on the white-
board will change depending on 

what we cover in 
class, along with 
what student work I 
put up on the walls. 
Hopefully, as kids 
continue to make 
projects, the walls 
will start to reflect 
what we’re learning 
and also the creativ-
ity of those in class,” 
says Kowalski.
      “I’ve got a lot 
of white walls that 
I’d like to decorate 
with book posters 
and student work 
to make the space 
feel even more au-
thentic to who I am 
in the classroom,” 
says Pizzini. 

-Photo by Jackson Morris
Mr. Langhorne displays a flag representing his alma 
mater, Penn State.

Teachers personalize rooms

SCHOOL POLICY

NEW HIGH SCHOOL
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CLASS OF 2023

Back-to-back champions!
SPORTS

By
Riley Wiercinski

Editor

Senior jeans: Latest trend or tradition for 
the ages?

17 wins.
     0 losses.
     1 tie. 
     Back-to-back Ches-Mont 
League champions!
     This season for the Avon Grove 
girls soccer team has proved to 
be all but disappointing. 
     The team has managed to 
score a total of 54 goals this sea-
son with only a mere 8 against 
them.
     Additionally, 12 of their games 
have been shutouts, meaning 
that the other team hasn’t scored 
against them. 
     The only game that didn’t end 
with Avon Grove walking off the 
field victoriously, was their tie to 
Pennsbury for their first game of 
the season that resulted in a final 
score of 3 to 3.
     The players have only im-
proved this season as junior Ab-
bey MacDonald pointed out how 
they “acknowledge what we need 
to get better at and focus on those 
parts.”
     Junior Bridget Lange names 
Assistant Coach Muller as the 
footing for constructive criticism 
as she “gives a lot of helpful feed-
back about specific areas” to work 
on.
     The new head coach for the 
girl’s team, Coach Dunn, has also 
helped significantly with enhanc-
ing the team within the realm of 
prepping for games. 
     Coach Dunn encourages the 
players to take part in “visualiza-
tion of how you want the game to 
go” and watch “film of the other 
teams to know what to look out 
for,” according to junior Olivia 

Casper.
     As Coach Dunn stated him-
self, however, he and Coach 
Muller have strived to “continue 
traditions rather than start from 
scratch,” while still improving and 
adding onto the cemented culture 
created in years past.
     One tradition the team has de-
cided to keep alive is their visit to 
Frightland in the Fall, MacDonald 
shared, while adding in new ac-
tivities to their roster with t-shirt 
tye dying and more team hangout 
sessions outside of practice. 
     Dunn revealed that all of this 
would be impossible, however, 
without the foundation laid by the 
seniors. 
     The impact of seniors has 
proved to be “unbelievably help-
ful” in organizing the team, and as 
Coach Dunn put it, “You can’t put 
a price on that.” 
     Coach Dunn elaborated on 
their role in “putting practices to-
gether in the summer” and “offer-
ing a lot of leadership both off and 
on the field.”
     Casper reflected on how the 
seniors have helped her specifi-
cally with “finding confidence on 
the field” and making her a “better 
player, person, and teammate.”
     This gratitude for the seniors 
was also felt by MacDonald em-
phasizing the importance of the 
example set by them and their 
ability to “project their energy” 
onto others. 
     All of which have made them 
“very deserving,” according to 
MacDonald, of the recognition 
given to them during their Senior 
Night game.
    The game, which was played 
against West Chester East on Oc-
tober 11,  resulted in a 3-0 win for 
Avon Grove.  Before the kickoff, 

seniors took the field for an emo-
tional ceremony filled with flowers 
and hugs. 
     From the time that Maddie Bul-
la walked across the field as the 
first senior to be celebrated for the 
senior ceremony, to the second 
when the scoreboard’s timer read 
0:00, the roaring stands kept up 
an enthusiastic sense of pride for 

the seniors who have made this 
season of AG girls soccer one for 
the records.
     The juniors on the team hope 
to learn from their success this 
season and implement it in their 
season next year. 
     Before then, the team still has 
a potentially long road ahead of 
them with districts and states, so 

they still have plenty of time to 
keep up their momentum. 
      Coach Dunn had a final mes-
sage for their seniors as a thank 
you for making it such a wonderful 
season.
     “It’s the little things that matter 
and your integrity and your char-
acter are going to carry you a long 
way,” said Coach Dunn.

By
Maddie Butler

Editor

Girls soccer finishes undefeated for second straight 
Ches-Mont title

We’ve seen it all over TikTok and 
Instagram; senior girls painting 
their jeans to commemorate their 
final year of high school has be-
come the latest fad sweeping the 
nation. Pride days and football 
games alike have been blessed 
with spirited students and their 
wearable, hand-painted master-
pieces.      
     While several of Avon Grove’s 
seniors participated in this trend 
individually last year, Sewing Club 
facilitated an event to make this 
tradition more available to upper-
classmen.
     “Seniors are provided with a 
way to be creative and have fun 
while showing school pride,” says 
Maggie Sullivan, Sewing Club’s 
communications officer.
     However, contrary to popular 
belief, the idea of painting jeans 
wasn’t entirely produced by Gen 
Z. 
     “I went to school in Downing-
town, where spirit week was a 
huge deal. We would get points for 
participating in pride days, espe-
cially our Blue and Gold days, to 
give us an advantage in our pride 
day games,” says Mrs. Reynolds, 
who has been the advisor of Sew-
ing Club for the past seven years. 
“A few of my friends and I saw girls 

in the grade above us with these 
amazing painted jeans, and the 
tradition grew from there.”
     The craze for senior jeans has 
died down significantly, until last 
year when students were looking 
for a way to bring some color into 
their first normal year of school 
since the coronavirus pandemic.
     “The first time I saw anything 
like this was last year, initially 
with team captains. I remember 
Bria Nartey MC-ing the Holiday 
Hola with ‘basketball’ written in 
all caps down her leg,” noted 
Sullivan.
     Since then, so many under-
classmen have reached out 
to Reynolds saying how excit-
ed they would be to partake in 
Sewing Club’s paint-your-jeans 
event.
     “We are really hoping for the 
class of 2024 to continue this tra-
dition through next year. It has 
gained so much traction since 
COVID. I really think senior jeans 
will become somewhat of a rite 
of passage for high schoolers,” 
says Reynolds.
     “The plans are for Sewing 
Club to continue hosting this 
event for years to come. I think 
that students are going to realize 
how important it is to bond with 
their classmates and community, 
even through simple things we 
can do together,” says Sullivan.

     Though there is no true under-
standing of what seniors do with 
these jeans after graduation, Sul-
livan believes that taking a senti-
mental piece of your high school 
self into the future is beneficial for 
students as they move onward to 

further education and their adult 
lives.
     “I still have mine,” says Reyn-
olds. “They remind me of the per-
son I was before and all the mem-
ories I created from high school. If 
you are to paint your jeans, please 

keep them afterward. Even if you 
might not want to now, your older 
self would want to see how much 
you’ve grown and experienced.”

-Photo courtesy of Maggie Sullivan
Over 25 seniors participated in the Sewing Club’s first annual “Paint Your Jeans” event. They decked out old jeans with 
maroon and gold paint, glitter, and wacky designs to commemorate their senior year.

-Photo courtesy of Barksdale Photography
Senior co-captain Abby Mills takes on a Bishop Shanahan defender in a 3-1 win on September 19.
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Nov. 8
Inservice Day

Nov. 23-25
Thanksgiving Recess

Upcoming Events
Nov. 9

1st Marking Period Ends

Dec. 1-3 
Fall Play

Nov. 21-22
 Inservice Days

Dec. 3
Country Christmas 

Craft Fair

A childhood passion that’s always 
cherished but never forgotten

PROFILE

By
Maeve Feeney

Special to The Herald
“Lights, curtain, action!”
     These are the words that 
Emma Poser loves to hear be-
fore the curtains open to the big 
crowd. The adrenaline and excite-
ment hits, and the nervousness is 
taken away by the song. 
 “You really have to put yourself 
out there,” is what 14-year-old 
Emma Poser said when asked 
about the advice that she’d give 
to someone that’s never acted 
before. “This is something that I 
need to do too.”
     Emma Poser is a freshman 
student who attends Avon Grove 
High School. She enjoys playing 
volleyball for her school and club 
team, and spending time with her 
friends.
     Emma has had an interest in 
the arts since she was younger, 
but especially performing under 
the big lights. Over the years, 

she’s learned and grown as an 
actor and as a person. 
         The students at Avon Grove 
High School might not be aware 
of Emma’s passion in acting and 
performing. She’s a relatively qui-
et person, however things change 
when she’s on stage playing a 
role other than her own. 
      Emma didn’t realize her tal-
ent at first. She began doing plays 
that were directed by Shannon 
Lynch through Waterglass Arts.
     Mrs. Shannon and Emma had 
known each other prior to doing 
the plays from the friendship be-
tween Mrs. Shannon and Emma’s 
mom. Mrs. Shannon is the direc-
tor and organizer of all the shows 
that are produced through Water 
glass Arts. 
     “My mom and Mrs. Shannon 
were talking about it, and Mrs. 
Shannon’s kids were doing it,” 
Emma said. “It was also a com-
munity thing, and having friends 
that did it made me want to do it 
too.” 

     

This was the spark of Emma’s 
passion for acting.
     Auditions are always some-
thing that actors, even profession-
als, struggle to do. “I’m always 
nervous for auditions, but it helps 
me personally when I don’t know 
the people because then there’s 
less room to judge,” Emma said. 
     She mentioned that it takes 
some time and preparation to feel 
confident when walking in to audi-
tion. No one can master getting a 
perfect audition. 
     Throughout most of her ele-
mentary years, Emma did plays 
through the community perform-
ing arts. When she reached mid-
dle school, she did, You’re A Good 
Man Charlie Brown, in the spring 
of 2021, and The Little Mermaid in 
the fall of 2022.
     This past summer, Emma land-
ed her role as Jane Banks in Mary 
Poppins. This was one of the big-
gest roles she got, and her favor-
ite.  
     “I acted with adults, which made 
the performance seem more pro-

fessional. We actually got stuff 
done, and I felt good by showtime 
so it wasn’t stressful,” she added. 
She liked being on stage with the 
adults, because it made her stand 
out more. 
     In the future, Emma doesn’t 
see herself taking acting super 
seriously. It began as just a small 
hobby, and hasn’t progressed fur-
ther than that. 
     “It’s more fun when I don’t have 
a reason behind doing it, other 
than finding pure joy in doing what 
I love,” she said. 
     Like many hobbies, acting can 
define who someone is. Emma is 
a great student in school, an ath-
lete, and someone who performs. 
     “I think the people that are in 
the shows are the people with 
crazy personalities. I wouldn’t 
describe myself as those types 
of people. I’m not as outgoing as 
many people are. That adds to 
the other thing I was talking about 
putting myself out there which ap-
plies to doing shows and just me 
in general,” she mentioned. 
     Acting has allowed Emma to 

become more confident with her-
self. Many people may find it dif-
ficult to put themselves out there, 
however acting allows people to 
express themselves through other 
characters. 
      As of right now, Emma isn’t do-
ing the high school play of Alice in 
Wonderland because she’s taking 
time to focus on school work and 
sports. She’s looking forward to 
watching the play, and supporting 
her fellow actresses and actors. 
     Emma hopes to experience 
the cycle of putting on a play, and 
performing it in front of everyone 
again soon.
      “Nothing will beat the feeling 
when the curtain closes at the end 
of the play. I always feel a sense 
of accomplishment and sadness, 
because these are the people that 
I have surrounded myself with for 
the past months. The memories 
that I make in the shows stay with 
me forever,” Emma proudly said. 
     Emma realized that she’ll never 
lose the passion of something she 
truly loves and finds happiness in. 

Halloween activities that are fun, frightful
HOLIDAYS

By
Maddie Reisinger

Staff Writer

 

Are you a fan of halloween? Look-
ing for something to do, maybe a 
night out with friends or family? 
     The Philadelphia area has tons 
of fun halloween activities and 
here are 10 you may not have 
heard of yet. 
1. Chadds Ford Great Pumpkin 
Carve is a great activity to do with 
family and friends. If you’re look-
ing for a not so spooky night out 
this is probably the perfect activity 
for you. Walk down the candle lit 
pathways to look at some of the 
best carved pumpkins in the Phil-
adelphia area and watch these 
artists work their magic!
2. Lytle’s Farm in Lincoln Univer-
sity. Lytle’s offers a hay ride, corn 
maze, as well as picking your own 
pumpkins. This very local location 
is very convenient to go pick some 

pumpkins to carve and maybe 
take a hay ride or run through the 
corn maze while you’re there. 
3. Cherry Crest Farms in Ronks, 
Pa. Cherry Crest Farms offers 
one of the largest corn mazes 
in all of Pennsylvania as well as 
many other fall activities such as 
a variety of games, favorite fall 
foods, and hay rides. You will also 
often find farm animals to feed 
and pet as well as pony rides for 
kids on some days!
4. Bates Motel in Glen Mills. Bates 
Motel is not for the faint hearted. 
If you’re looking for a good fright 
with your friends, Bates Motel is 
probably your place. Bates offers 
haunted houses as well as haunt-
ed escape rooms and other fright-
ening activities. 
5. Milburn Orchards in Elkton, Md. 
Milburn Orchards is the perfect 
place for people of all ages. They 
offer apple picking, pumpkin pick-
ing, a petting zoo, hay rides, and 

many other fall activities. Milburn 
Orchards also offers a fall festival 
on the weekends. 
6. Dark Nights at Hersheypark is 
another thrilling activity. If you’re 
looking for  frightening fun for 
family and friends of all ages, then 
Dark Nights will meet your expec-
tation. Hersheypark is well deco-
rated for Halloween with spooky 
foods and activities as you go on 
the rides, but is suitable for those 
of all ages. 
7. Six Flags Fright Fest in Jack-
son Township, NJ. Unlike Her-
shey’s Dark Nights, Six Flags 
Fright Fest is not for those easily 
scared. While riding your favor-
ite roller coasters be prepared to 
have some jump scares. If you’re 
a thrill seeker, Six Flags Fright 
Fest is where you will want to be 
this Halloween. 
8. Legends of the Fog in Aber-
deen, Md. is one of the scariest 
Halloween activities in the area. 

Legends of the Fog provides a 
haunted hay ride, hotel, maze, 
and the new walk through attrac-
tion, the haunted slaughterhouse. 
If you’re looking for a late night 
with big frights, Legends of the 
Fog may be your place. 
9. Main Streets Movies 5 in New-
ark, Del. has Halloween movies. 
If you’re looking for a more laid 
back Halloween activity, every 
year Main Street Movies 5 offers 
a selection of Halloween movies. 
Their selection ranges from fam-
ily friendly Halloween movies to 
some much more frightening hor-
ror films. 
10. Zombies at the Zoo in Rising 
Sun, Md. Explore the Plumpton 
Park Zoo and the history of the 
Grist Mill along with the haunted 
dungeon and the haunted woods 
every Friday and Saturday up un-
til Halloween. Do you have what it 
takes to make it through?

-Photo courtesy of  Alicia Marie Photography
Emma Poser, left, dances as Jane Banks in a production of Mary Poppins this past July.

-Photo courtesy of  Alicia Marie Photography
Emma Poser, left, as Jane Banks in Mary Poppins.
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New School, Old Traditions
By

Ella Bartnik
Staff Writer

2023 KING & QUEEN
Brianna Huller &
Griffin Edwards

Thoughts of autumn bring on the 
excitement for cooler weather, the 
reappearance of sweaters and hood-
ies, brilliant orange and yellow leaves, 
pumpkin spice everything, and of a 
course endless hours of shopping to 
find the perfect attire for Homecoming! 
     Homecoming: the long celebrated 
tradition taking place at high schools 
and college campuses across the 
country, welcoming alumni back to 
school.
     Traditional Homecoming cele-
brations include an array of sporting 
events such as the big football game, 
a spirit week, a parade, and a school 
dance to top it off. 
     Of course one thing we have all 
learned about this school year is that it 
is anything but traditional.  
     Despite Homecoming being a long 
standing celebration at Avon Grove, 
nobody was sure what to expect this 
year with a new high school that was a 
work in progress of sorts.
     With an old high school under con-
struction and a new one almost com-
plete, it left many students questioning 
if there would even be a “home” to 
welcome alumni back to?
     However, thanks to a hardwork-
ing, creative, and dedicated staff and 
student body, Avon Grove was able to 
band together to make sure this Home-
coming was just as memorable as the 
last.
     Homecoming kicked off with a fun-
filled spirit week with creative themes 

including baggy and oversized clothes 
on Adam Sandler Day, and a battle 
of styles on Country vs. Country Club 
Day.
     Although Construction Day was not 
as stylish, it was definitely more fitting 
to the tone of the school year.  
     Finally, the week was topped off 
with a traditional Avon Grove Pride Day 
on Friday.
     On AG Pride Day, seniors were able 
to head over to the old high school for 
a splash of nostalgia and celebration 
for their last Homecoming pep rally!
     Spirit week of course was just the 
appetizer, with the main course occur-
ring on Saturday with the excitement 
of game day and the Homecoming 
parade! 
     The communities of Avondale and 
West Grove came out in full support to 
celebrate as the marching band and 
a colorful menagerie of floats gallantly 
marched through town.  
     During the big game, fans were 
able to support school clubs by pur-
chasing items from student-run booths.  
There was everything from handmade 
blankets to fried Oreos.
     Of course, all eyes were on the 
Red Devil football team that afternoon 
who proudly gave the fans something 
to celebrate with an impressive 14-0 
victory over Bishop Shanahan. 
     By the time the game was over, 
most students began to make their way 
home to prepare for the final highlight 
of the day, the Homecoming dance.
     It was an evening of elegance and 
fun where students dressed in their 

best with attire ranging from semifor-
mal to ballroom-esque clothing in order 
to have a blast.
     Although some students initially 
found disappointment that the home-
coming dance—a tradition held with 
great importance—was being held 
in the Fred S. Engle Middle School 
gym, somewhere in the night the tide 
changed.  
     As junior Ella Perso put it best, “The 
lights, music, and the crowd surfing 
really made me feel like I was in a 
club-except I wasn’t. I was in a middle 
school gym, jumping up and down for 
two hours straight! It was awesome!” 
     Of course “every new beginning 
comes from some other beginning’s 
end” and with that it is time to say 
goodbye to our 2022 Homecoming 
celebration. 
 It was a unifying event in an uncertain 
year, filled with traditions that will cer-
tainly be carried on for years to come.  


