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COMMUNITY

Lila McCulley wanted to be a part 
of something that’s bigger than 
her and incorporate things she’s 
passionate about.
     “I really am passionate about 
helping others and building friend-
ships, and Best Buddies gives you 
an opportunity to do so,” said the 
Avon Grove High School junior.
    Best Buddies, originating at 
Georgetown University, is an in-
ternational organization that’s 
meant to promote inclusion for 
people with special abilities. More 
specifically, they intend to “[cre-
ate] opportunities for one-to-one 
friendships, integrated employ-
ment, leadership development, 
and inclusive living” within as 
many communities as they pos-
sibly can, according to their web-
site.
     McCulley cites the program’s 
potential for lifting individuals up 
and making them feel more in-
cluded with the students around 
them as one of the things she 
hopes to achieve throughout the 
year.
    “I want to be able to make 
someone’s day, month, or even 
year,” said McCulley, beaming.
    Started primarily by Katelyn 
Enache, senior and president 
of the chapter, Avon Grove High 
School’s chapter of Best Buddies 
was inspired, in part, by past vol-
unteer efforts with kids who pos-
sess special abilities.
     “I discovered that I loved it 
and recognized a huge need in 
our school–to bridge the gap be-
tween mainstream and life skills 
students.”
     Mrs. Christine Schoen and 
Mrs. Julie Donell, both educators 

for the school’s Life Skills class-
room and advisers for the chap-
ter, agree that Best Buddies has 
already begun to do just what 
Enache mentioned.
     “We have noticed more in-
teraction in the hallways with all 
students,” said Schoen and Do-
nell.
     In addition to interaction 
with the hallway, Enache elabo-
rates that she can see personal 
changes within the students in 
the Life Skills class themselves.
     “I personally have seen stu-
dents go from being almost 
nonverbal towards myself to 
completely opening up in only 
a few months… all through sim-
ple things such as board games, 
crafts, karaoke, etc.!” 
     Senior Megan Schleiniger, the 
chapter’s secretary and treasur-
er, echoes her sentiment. 
     “My favorite thing about [Best 
Buddies] is seeing the long term 
effects it has in the lives of young 
individuals with an [Intellectual/
Developmental Disability]–spe-
cifically helping them find a place 
in the workforce and supporting 
their independence.”
     This local chapter of Best Bud-
dies blossomed from a separate 
program:  the Freshman Mentor 
Program. Four students in the 
program, including Enache, were 
given the opportunity to work with 
freshmen students in the Life 
Skills classroom in order to make 
them feel more included. 
     Enjoying the experience so 
much, and recognizing its obvious 
benefits, three of the students– 
in addition to one other student 
involved in FMP–created an I/E 
called SMILE that mimicked what 
they did as FMPs with the rest 
of the students in the Life Skills 

classroom regardless of grade. 
From there, they developed the 
chapter of Best Buddies and as-
sumed cabinet positions.
     While to some it seems daunt-
ing, Enache assures that no expe-
rience is required. 
     “I love that students who have 
had no experience with students 
with IDD can see that there is no 
need to have ‘experience’ be-
cause it’s just like hanging out 
with another friend.”
     She stated that their goal is “to 

promote the idea that it’s a simple 
friendship so they can begin to 
happen naturally and frequently.” 
     And that’s the entire point–Best 
Buddies is meant to promote pos-
itivity and inclusion through sim-
ple, one-to-one friendships.
     “Best Buddies’ motto, ‘inclu-
sion lives here,’  is exactly what 
we are trying to bring to AG,” said 
Enache.
     McCulley loves that idea, the 
fact that at the end of the day 
she’s contributing to a more inclu-

sive environment all while making 
friends. 
     “I really hope to gain experi-
ence and hopefully a friendship 
where we both learn from and 
teach each other.”
     It’s one of the four main pillars 
of Best Buddies–inclusive living. 
Through this program, AGHS is 
doing just that, one friendship at 
a time.

Thank you for being a friend

Close your eyes. Imagine you’re 
driving in your car, and all the win-
dows are down. Your long, curly 
hair flaps in the wind as you listen 
to the latest and greatest music. 
     The sky’s the bluest of blues. 
And the sun is shining on all of the 
farm fields. It is a perfect day. 
     Then you hear “ding.”  
     You decide to reach for your 
phone, and answer a text from 
your friend. You take your eyes off 
the road for a single second. 
     That one second could be your 
last. 
     Was it? Did you put the phone 
down and focus on the road? Or 
did a paramedic have to come 
save your life?
     A life that means something to 
so many. What did you do? 

     “We see about 30-40 crash-
es a month. Probably half include 
teenagers,” said Officer Kochka, a 
police officer for the Pennsylvania 
State Police Department. 
      Car accidents can happen 
any time of year, but happen more 
during the summer time because 
more people are out. 
     There are many ways teen 
drivers can be distracted. Some 
examples include the radio, oth-
er people in the car, and texting 
while driving.
     80% of car crashes are attribut-
ed to a driver being distracted or 
not paying attention, according to 
Teen Safe.
     “You see that people can’t be 
off their phones anymore,” said 
Officer Kochka. 
     Texting and driving is illegal 
in 48 states, according to Officer 
Kochka. 
     16 to 19 year-olds are three 

times as likely to be involved in a 
fatal car crash than any other age 
group, according to Teen Safe. 
    Officer Kochka stated, “Making 
a notification of serious injury to a 
child or teenager, or anyone, or a 
death notification... Those are the 
hardest things we really have to 
do. Just telling someone that their 
loved ones passed away is one of 
the hardest things on the job.”
     But one thing Officer Kochka 
wants all teens to remember is, 
“It can wait. The cell phones can 
wait. Your friends will be there in 
20 minutes when you text them 
back.”
     So did you do it? Did you wait 
to answer that text? Was that your 
last second?

Texting, other distractions increase 
the risk of  automobile accidents

Avon Grove High School officially starts Best Buddies chapter to 
promote inclusivity and positivity

By
Abby Osborne
Senior Editor 

- Photo by Abby Osborne
Megan Schleiniger, secretary and treasurer of the Best Buddies chapter at AGHS, picking a game to play with the other 
students in the Life Skills classroom. Games are a popular activity to play during I/E with Uno being everyone’s favorite. 

Teen drivers 
increase their 
risk of crashing 
700% by simply 
reaching for their 
phones.
- According to 
Teen Safe 
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The school store is located in the lobby and student volunteers are happy to help you with your needs. 

By
Naomi Partridge

Staff Writer

All the right stuff
AG CLUBS

It is even easier to get a new pen-
cil or folder with the help of the 
new school store, presented by 
the Future Business Leaders of 
America, conveniently located in 
the main lobby and open to ev-
eryone. 
     At the beginning of the school 
year, FBLA opened the school 
store to make it simpler for stu-
dents to be prepared for school. 
     FBLA is a club that helps high 
school students prepare for ca-
reers in business through aca-
demic competitions, leadership 
development, and educational 
programs. They decided to open 
the store “to allow for [FBLA mem-

bers] to be experienced in the 
business field and allow for stu-
dents to get supplies for school 
at school,” said Kshitij Kochhar, a 
member of FBLA. 
    The store is open for students 
in the mornings, I/E, lunches and 
in the afternoons. It offers various 
products for students for reason-
able prices. The products include 
notebooks, folders, pencils, pens, 
highlighters, phone chargers, pa-
per and much more. 
    The store has only been open 
for a few weeks, so they have not 
seen a lot of business, but  “that 
shows there isn’t always just pos-
itives when it comes to running a 
business,” said sophomore Alexa 
Lopez.
  FBLA hopes that over the next 
few months the school store’s 

business will pick up with the ad-
ditions of a few new items includ-
ing gum, mints, and even Avon 
Grove t-shirts. 
     “In the future, we hope to get 
more students involved in the 
store,” said Mrs. Shrake, one of 
the advisors for FBLA. “We want 
more students to be interested in 
the school store with the addition 
of new products we will start to 
sell soon.”   
    The school store hopes to bene-
fit Avon Grove by selling students 
supplies they may not have time 
to buy for school and will insure 
that students will be more pre-
pared for their classes.

The Devil’s Herald

FBLA opens new school store to meet 
the needs of students and gain 
business experience

Sun sets on Avon Grove
SPORTS

-Photo by Lillian Purifoy
The Avon Grove girls volleyball team attempts to hit the ball back to Sun Valley’s side of the court during 
the second set of the game. 

“AG on three, AG on three, 1, 2, 3, AG!” That was all you heard from the huddled 
team of Avon Grove volleyball players right before the game began. The spirit was 
high and the girls were ready to go. 
     This was the 14th game of the 2019 volleyball season on October 3. The girls 
had fought hard, but unfortunately, the competing team, Sun Valley, took the win 
this time. 
     All three sets of the game were secured by the Sun Valley with scores of 25-19, 
26-13, and 25-15.
     “I think we played hard. We just lost it in the end and started giving up on com-
ing back,” said team member Alex Miller. 
     “We’ve started to play more like a team and did really well. We no longer try 
to keep up with the other team, but continually raise the bar and put pressure on 
them,” said player Naia Waters.
     It was the sixth straight loss for the Lady Devils who finished the season by 
defeating Academy Park in straight sets on October 17.
    Avon Grove finished the season with a record of 3-17 and was ranked 42nd out 
of 51 schools in the 4A District 1 rankings.   
     The top 24 teams make the District 1 playoffs.
Sports Notes:  
     The Avon Grove field hockey team was the only team sport to make the District 
1 playoffs after an 8-9-1 record.  The Lady Devils were ranked 21st and lost to 
Haverford (ranked 12th) 2-1 on October 21.
     The junior varsity field hockey team finished the season undefeated.

By
Lucin Milestone

Staff Writer

Lady Devils volleyball team loses in straight sets to Sun Valley 
on October 3, does not make playoffs

News Briefs
Two world-records awarded to Louisiana couple for 
basketball-sized grapefruit and heads out to sea
In Baton Rouge, Louisiana, couple Mary Beth and Doug Meyer grew 
a record-breaking sized grapefruit, according to the Associated Press. 
It was the world’s heaviest and largest in circumference, measuring 
28.75 inches around and weighing 7 pounds and 14.6 ounces, which is 
about the size of an NBA basketball. This was 13.6 ounces heavier and 
1.25 inches bigger than the previous record holding citrus from Brazil 
in 2006.  
~By Anna Ashcraft

Lost dog found a year after insanity of gas explosions in 
Massachusetts
A year after Virgo, a pekingese-shih tzu mix, was lost in a Massachu-
setts gas explosion, she was found safe and sound, according to the 
Associated Press. A day after she evacuated, Altagracia Baldera, says 
he pup bolted out the back door. Posters and phone calls were made, 
but to no avail. A little less than a year later, a few boys found Virgo 
on the streets and gave her to an animal shelter, where Baldera was 
called.  
 ~By  Eliza Flanigan

Confused deer gets trapped in Rome’s resort shop
A dazed and confused deer stormed into a clothing store and blocked 
the local shopping street for a few hours before the deer could be saved 
and freed. According to the Associated Press, the deer was estimated 
to be 4 or 5 years old and got stuck in the store when the assistant 
was away.  Authorities said it was necessary to close off the shopping 
square to allow local veterinarians to catch and anesthetize it, and to 
bring it back to the wild. 
~By Naomi Partridge

More than 2 years after severe trauma, 17-year-old 
becomes homecoming queen
When Deserae Turner was 14, she was shot and left for dead, but she 
was saved after being found eight hours later. Now she lives like ev-
ery other teenager. She told CNN that being the homecoming queen 
wouldn’t be a huge deal, but when she thinks about everything she 
went through, it feels so much more special. Turner has had 10 brain 
surgeries since the incident, and she often visits a chiropractor because 
of her chronic pain. Her brain is still healing, but she got to forget about 
all of that in favor of fun dresses and hair for a night. Women from her 
community bought her dress for her, curled her hair, and did her make-
up. 
~By Natalie Kelmelis

Kiss to play rock show in the ocean
For the first time in a nearly 50 year career, the rock band Kiss will be 
playing a show in the ocean to an audience of eight people and great 
white sharks. According to the Associated Press, Kiss and those eight 
fans will travel to southern Australia and go on separate boats. Kiss will 
be on one boat that’s on the water while the fans on a boat will be un-
derwater and submerged into a viewing area that’s known for its shark 
activity. 
~By Abby Osborne

Sports 
Schedule

November 1
Boys Ice Hockey vs. Rustin, 
7:05p.m.

November 15
Boys Ice Hockey vs. 
Perkiomen Valley, 9:00p.m.
Girls Ice Hockey vs. Radnor, 
6:30p.m.

November 18
Boys Ice Hockey vs. 
Henderson, 6:20 p.m.

For more information visit http://avongrove.digitalsports.com/

Today
Football vs. D’town West, 
7:15p.m.
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Yearbook preserves everlasting memories

Finding a club 
that is sew much 
fun

By
Eliza Flanigan

Staff Writer

Behind ‘Good morning 
Avon Grove!’

By
Natalie Kelmelis

Staff Writer

 -Photo by Natalie Kelmelis
The AGTV studio hosts the morning announcements.

-Photo by Eliza Flanigan
Mariana Aguilere, Sabrina Rundle, Hadley Blasfield, Jaime Sheean, and Marisol Ramirez look at past editions of the 
yearbook for inspiration.

By
Anna Ashcraft

Staff Writer
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You’re trying to meet new 
friends, work with your 
hands, and give back to the 
community. Did you know 
that the students in the 
sewing club do that on the 
daily? 
     The club meets every 
Thursday until 3:30p.m. in 
Mrs. Reynold’s classroom, 
610.
     During these meetings, 
club members create pillow 
cases, blankets, dog toys, 
and lanyards that they do-
nate or sell.
     They donate their pillow 
cases to Case for Smiles, 
dog toys to the Brandywine 
SPCA, and the blankets to A.I du-
Pont Hospital for Children. 
     Club members Caroline Czer-
pak and Sophie Kaiser said that 
they get a lot of hands-on experi-
ence with time management, or-
ganization, teamwork, fundraising 
skills, and dexterity. 
     “Sewing Club is a fun activ-
ity that helps me learn volunteer 
skills,” said sophomore and new 
club member this year, Alicia 
Wexler.
     The club divided up to work 
on the blankets, which helps them 
strengthen their abilities to work 
efficiently as a team. 

     For the homecoming booth, 
the club sold their lanyards and 
dog toys, and the money that they 
raised will be used to buy more 
supplies to continue making their 
creations, and donate more to the 
organizations.
     Sophie Kaiser, a sophomore 
and member of the Sewing Club 
for her second year, said that the 
number of people in the club has 
stayed the same, and the goals of 
the club have not changed. 
      “I love that I can have a good 
time with my friends and simulta-
neously help those in need,” said 
Kaiser. 

Without the Yearbook Club, Bella 
D’Amico wouldn’t have been so 
tech savvy.
     “I love taking photos now and 
I’ve learned how to do them well,” 
said Bella D’Amico, a sophomore 
in the club. “Yearbook has taught 
me how to take photos, use digital 
design and layout.”
     The yearbook meeting on Oc-
tober 3 during I/E started out with 
job assignments and updates. Ev-
eryone needed to pick what to at-
tend in order to ensure that every 
sport, club and activity gets into 
the yearbook. 
     After those were assigned, 
cameras were handed out to 
those who needed them by Ms. 
Aumiller, the club advisor.
     The meeting continued with 
members looking at past editions 
for ideas, picking themes, and or-
ganizing photos. 
     During the meeting, all the 
members had a well balanced 
combination of having fun, talking 
with friends, and working.
     “The yearbook is one tangi-
ble thing you have to look back 
on from your high school career,” 
said Aumiller. 
     She also asked for more sup-
port from the student body. 

     “It’s your yearbook. If the work 
is not put in by the students, then 
it is not important.”
     The yearbook holds extreme 
significance that many students 
do not notice. It is one of the few 
things in high school that is inclu-
sive to everyone. It contains every 
student, teacher, club, activity and 
event during the school year. 
     Anthony Santiago, the presi-
dent of the club, has gained many 
skills due to being a member of 
the club. 
     “Organization in general, be-
cause I find out when things are 
going on and who is going to be 
there. I make sure every club gets 
a picture taken.”
      Organization is a skill that will 
be useful for anyone and every-
one for their entire lives. 
     The yearbook involves a lot 
more than many may realize.
     “It involves taking photos, pick-
ing themes, laying out and work-
ing with the other members to 
help the yearbook come togeth-
er,” said Bella D’Amico.
     Students have to get out 
into the field, organize photos, 
choose themes and write every-
thing that is in the book.
     The yearbook is always look-
ing for new members and will ac-
cept anyone. It is something that 
serves the entire student body 
by preservings great memories 

of our high school experience. It 
takes a lot of work to create and 
for these reasons gives it great 
importance.  

     “The yearbook preserves our 
memories. The older we get the 
more appreciative we will be of it.” 
said Bella D’Amico.

Every morning, teachers turn 
on their projectors and tune 
into AGtv. It’s pretty routine at 
this point: the pledge, walk-ons, 
announcement, weather, and 
what’s for lunch. 
     Not too much more to it, right? 
     Well, plainly, wrong. 
     Every morning, a community of 
students, in this very high school, 
work hard to bring the announce-
ments to every classroom.
     Before the show starts, the 
AGtv crew sits in the TV studio 
as they prepare for the day. Tal-
ent print out and distribute an-
nouncements, and they divide up 
jobs. Walk ons begin to enter the 
studio around 7:25a.m. 
     “Who’s on audio?” someone 
yells as air time draws closer. 
     The tech crew seat themselves 
behind their stations. Monitors are 
in front of them with every cam-
era and graphic simultaneously 
displayed. 
     Then the countdown starts. 
“Five, four, three, two, one,” and 
they’re live. The stream begins.
     There are four executive pro-
ducers in charge of the crew and 
talent, and they coordinate ev-
erything. Multiple pieces have 
to be in place for a stream to be 
successful: graphics, audio, and 
phone calls.
     When they notice that there’s 
a problem with the microphone 
for weather, it’s handled quickly 
and efficiently. Everything is going 

smoothly behind the scenes, but 
what about what everyone else is 
seeing?
    The people on the screen are 
known as “the talent.” They’re the 
ones who will read the announce-
ments and present the weather. 
     According to anchor and weath-
er presenter Erin Donnelly, doing 
the announcements can be very 
beneficial and helps with public 
speaking and teamwork skills.
     Senior Ally Morris has just 
decided to become part of the 
TV studio crew. She says it used 
to make her nervous, but she 
had done the announcements in 
character to promote one of the 

school’s dramas, and she came 
to like it.
     Executive Producer Joey 
D’Ambrosio says that there is a 
community with everyone hang-
ing out before, after, and during 
school. They’ve become close. It 
builds they’re teamwork skills, as 
he says they “can’t do it alone.” 
     Quality at AGtv has been im-
proving over the years. They got 
a bunch of new equipment in the 
2017-18 school year, and have 
gotten more advancements every 
now and then since. They always 
try to bring in new equipment for 
the Holiday Hola stream, so make 
sure to tune in for that!

 -Photo by Anna Ashcraft
Caroline Czerpak and Alicia Wexler work 
together to make a blanket during a Sewing 
Club meeting.

Upcoming 
Events

Thanksgiving 
Break
Wednesday, November 27-
Friday, November 29

AGHS Fall 
Play
Thursday, Novermber 21, 7p.m.
Friday, November 22, 7p.m.
Saturday, November 23, 3p.m. & 
7:30p.m.

Fall Picture 
Re-takes
Thursday, October 30

Winter 
Sports Begin
Monday, November 18



HOMECOMING PAGE 4 Friday, October 25, 2019

AG comes home to the sounds of music
The Devil’s Herald

-Photo by Naomi Partridge
The Class of 2023 created a float honoring the rock ‘n roll music of the 1950s.  The Student Council awarded the Freshman Class a $300 prize for best float.

-Photo by Naomi Partridge
Leia Conlan and Maeve Alison advertised cornhole to support the cross country team. “Working at the cross country 
booth was fun because I was around my teammates and able to make money that goes towards our sport,” said Leia 
Conlan.

-Photo by Naomi Partridge
 For Amanda Procak, this was her last year playing tennis for Avon Grove. 
“It was exciting! It felt good to finally be one of the seniors leading the team 
through the parade,” she said. “It’s also crazy to think that was the last 
homecoming parade I’ll be in. The past four years went a lot faster than I 
thought they would.”

-Photo by Naomi Partridge
For freshmen cheerleaders, this was their first year to be in a float at the 
parade. “It was fun being in the parade for the first time and experiencing the 
homecoming from a whole new angle,” said freshman Sophie Herman.

-Photo by Naomi 
Partridge

The Avon Grove boys 
ice hockey team came 
down State Road in a 
dump truck and trailer. 
“It was so much fun to 
be in the parade on a 
float,” said sophomore 
Caleb El-Atar. “It was 
nice to hang out with 
my teammates and 
show spirit for Avon 
Grove and hockey.” 
The boys ice hockey 
team opens up their 
2019-2020 season 
against Unionville 
on October 28 at the 
Patriot Ice Center in 
Newark, Delaware.


