MCKINNEY-VENTO ACT: QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE

The federal McKinney-Vento Act (MKV) ensures educational
stability for displaced youth by providing rights and services
that break down educational barriers when a student is
experiencing homelessness. Homelessness under the
education law is defined as lacking a:

Fixed nighttime residence: This is a permanent home that
cannot be moved. It is not a car, camper, tent, etc.

Living Situations Which Fall Under MKV
Shelters and transitional housing

Doubled up or sharing the housing of others due to loss
of housing, economic hardship or similar reason

Hotels, motels, campgrounds due to lack of
adequate housing

Unsheltered or in substandard housing

School District Responsibilities

Designate a homeless liaison to carry out the following
duties:

Identify and enroll homeless students and ensure
full participation in the school program

Participate in professional development
Train school personnel in MKV and provide support

Ensure homeless children and families receive all
necessary referrals for medical, dental, mental health
and community resources

Disseminate public notice of MKV in locations
frequented by parents, guardians and youth in a
form that is understandable to them

Ensure School Stability:

MKV students may remain in their school of origin
for the duration of homelessness and, once housed,
until the end of the academic year.

Districts must presume it is in the student’s best
interest to remain in the district of origin.

If remaining in the district of origin, transportation is
required until the end of the school year even if the
student obtains permanent housing.
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Regular nighttime residence: The home is considered their
normal residence. It is routine.

OR

Adequate nighttime residence: The home is suitable for
human habitation. It has heat, electricity, running water.
There is no infestation. There is enough space for all who
are staying in the home.

MKV students have the right to enroll in the district
of residence if requested by the parent or student.
Districts must enroll immediately with or without
necessary documents.

All barriers to identification, enroliment and retention
must be removed including fees, fines and absences.

MKV students must be enrolled in the free meal
program.

Districts must ensure access to extracurricular
activities, including transportation and removal of fees.

Displaced students must have access to credit accrual
and receive assistance to prepare for and improve
their readiness for college.

Districts must ensure the parent’s or youth’s right to
dispute the district’s eligibility determination. The
student must remain in the district of origin or be
immediately enrolled in the district of residence for
the duration of the dispute process.

Unaccompanied Homeless Youth:

These are students who are not in the physical custody
of a parent or guardian and are lacking a fixed, regular or
adequate nighttime residence. These students receive
the same rights as other homeless students including:

The right to enroll as an independent student
The right to be deemed MKV eligible with or without
a precipitating event

The right to receive a verification letter regarding
their homeless unaccompanied youth status for
FAFSA purposes
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