
Sunday, March 15, 2020 
Re: AGSD School Closure Q&A 

Dear Parents, Staff and Community, 

As you know, we are entering a mandatory, two-week closure of schools. This is a challenging 
time for all of us, and I know there are a lot of questions. We are doing our best to provide 
answers and updates as the situation evolves.  
 
Please read the following questions and answers carefully:  

1. Can students, parents and teachers access the school buildings during this closure to pick 
up essential items?  

On Monday, March 16, 2020, buildings will be open for professional staff only from 7:30 a.m. to 
9:00 a.m. No students or parents will be permitted in any District buildings during this time.  

At 10:00 a.m., all schools will be open for students to gather any necessary belongings. 
Students in grades K-8 must be accompanied by an adult. We ask those who must come into 
the building to practice appropriate social distancing and to gather items as quickly as possible. 
All school buildings will close at 12:00 p.m. sharp for the remainder of the shut down and will 
only be accessible by Avon Grove School District essential employees. 

2. In terms of school work, what should we expect over the next two weeks? 

On Friday, we communicated information regarding keeping students engaged in the learning 
process. There has been a slight change to our initial plans which is communicated below: 

Monday, March 16 and Tuesday, March 17: These two days will be considered professional 
learning opportunities for our staff to work from home and develop online learning resources 
for students. We ask that you treat Monday and Tuesday like snow days for your children; keep 
them reading, keep them engaged and keep them safe. 

Wednesday, March 18 through Friday, March 27:  

• Activities will be available through teacher Schoology pages and will vary by grade 
level and teacher.  

• Teachers have been asked to provide review, supplemental, and/or enrichment 
activities. These days are not being used to replace true instruction. 

• Students will not be required to complete materials, nor will they count toward final 
grades. We recognize that this is a difficult situation and not all families will be able to 
support their children’s work. 

 
3. Do we have to make up these days since the governor stated that no district will be 
penalized for not meeting the 180-day requirement? 

Our District calendar has the last day of school listed as June 2. Snow days are added to the 
calendar at the end of the school year, and until now, we have not needed to add any 



additional days. Before the COVID-19 outbreak, we were on track to finish on time since we did 
not use any snow days.  

We are now waiting for a clear interpretation from the PA Department of Education (PDE) 
regarding the 180-day waiver and the 900/990 hours of instruction requirement. It may not be 
as simple as stated in news reports. We will NOT ask our students to make up days that are not 
required to be made up by PDE. We need to be sure that we are following state laws. We will 
communicate additional information as we receive updates and clarification. 

4. How are we assisting our families during this closure?  

Our community has always been one to rally and help in times of need, and many have reached 
out to ask how they can assist the District. At the moment, we are able to provide meals and we 
do not need volunteers. We expect our meal distribution plan to begin on Wednesday.  We are 
awaiting approval by PDE and will communicate the details of our plans in the next few days.   

Please refer to the following best practices for helping to prevent the spread of COVID-19: 
  

• Social distancing; the CDC recommends maintaining a distance of approximately six feet 
from others when possible.  

• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. Use an alcohol 
based hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol if soap and water are not 
available. 

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed hands. 
• Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 
• Stay home when you are sick. 
• Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash. 
• Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces. 

  
We will continue to communicate with our families and staff via email and will post updates 
and resources to our website. Please stay tuned for more updates as we continue to monitor 
and reassess the situation daily. Thank you for your continued support in keeping our schools 
safe. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
  
M. Christopher Marchese, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools  


