
Chester County School Board’s Legislative Council 
 

Meeting Notes – February 28, 2018 
 
Members in attendance: 

1. Charlie Beatty, Chair, Avon Grove School District 
2. Mary Ravenfeld, Great Valley School District 
3. William Brown, Kennett Consolidated School District 
4. Lisa Bowman, Octorara Area School District 
5. Bob Tenga, Oxford Area School District 
6. Blake Emmanuel, Phoenixville Area School District 
7. Ed Sweeney, Tredyffrin-Easttown School District 
8. John Murphy, Unionville Chadds Ford School District  

 
CCIU staff in attendance:  Mary Jeanne Curley, Tonia Farnum and Anthony 
Saraceno 

 
1. Chairman Charlie Beatty called the meeting to order and welcomed the new 

members of the Chester County Legislative School Board Council as follows:   
a. New member:  William Brown, Kennett Consolidated School District; and 

Mary Ravenfeld, Great Valley School District. 
 

2. Mary Jeanne Curley, CCIU Director of Communications and Learning Solutions, 
gave an overview of the Governor’s proposed budget.  

a. Priorities: 

• Education 

• Family-sustaining employment 

• Support local government 

• Support middle class families 

• Reduce/restrain state spending 

• Build rainy day budget reserves 
 

b. Spending:  
i. $32.9 billion 
ii. $1 billion spending increase (3.1%) 
iii. Increase in educational spending: 

• $100 million increase in basic education 

• $40 million increase in Pre-K Counts and Head Start 

• $20 million increase for special education 

• $15 million increase for State System of Higher Education 

• $10 million increase for Career and Technical Education 
iv. $40 million for PA Smart 
v. $25 million for STEM related education programs 
vi. $74 million increase to serve individuals with intellectual disabilities 

and autism 
 



c. Revenue 
i. Enacts a severance tax on natural gas extraction 
ii. $30 million increase from gaming expansion 
iii. $1 billion in new recurring revenue from revenue enhancements 

enacted over the last two years 
 

d. Noteworthy 
i. School district pension costs anticipated to increase by $150 million 

statewide 
ii. School district special education costs expected to increase by 

$260 million statewide 
 

3. Ms. Curley provided the CCSBLC with a list of important upcoming dates: 
a. CCSBLC goes to Harrisburg 

i. HED Committee Meeting: March 15 @ 9 am 
b. Next CCSBLC Meeting: Wednesday, March 28, 2018, 7 to 8:30 p.m.  

i. CCIU Educational Service Center, Downingtown, PA or Webinar 
c. Chester County Legislative Breakfast, Friday, April 20, 2018 

i. Topics to be discussed in table-group format include: 

• Charter Schools 

• Unfunded Mandates (vouchers, security, special education) 
 

4. Ms. Curley provided a legislative update.  Ms. Curley noted that the following 
legislation is currently being given consideration and is likely to move out of 
committee and/or be brought up for a vote in the near future. 

 
a. Senate Bill 383 – Employee Gun Possession in Schools 

The bill permits school boards to adopt policies allowing school personnel 
to have access to firearms on the grounds of a public school. This 
legislation will not mandate a school’s participation but will give school 
boards the ability to establish policy and put in place protocols needed that 
permit personnel to access a firearm on designated school property.  

 
 Outlook:  

• Passed the Senate, 6/28/17; referred to House Education  

• Related bills: HB 870; HB 1890; SB 416 

• Senate Education Committee to hold hearing on school safety on 
March 2 

• House Education Committee to hold hearing on school safety on 
March 15 

• Eleven bills on school safety and gun control have been introduced in 
PA legislature since February 16, 2018. 

 
b. Senate Bill 2 – Education Savings Accounts (vouchers) 

SB 2 remains a high priority in the Senate. Under the bill, parents of 
students in low-achieving schools can receive funds in the form of 
Education Savings Accounts (ESA) to attend a participating nonpublic 



school and for other expenses. “Low-achieving” is defined as the lowest 
performing 15% of elementary and secondary public schools, based on 
PSSA and Keystone Exam scores. (However, this does not include 
charter schools or CTCs.) Those districts with low-performing schools 
would see their basic and special education subsidies reduced by the 
amount calculated for each participating student, with that money put into 
an ESA account for parents to use for “qualified education expenses.” 

 
 Outlook:  

Most likely will be reported out of Senate education committee 

• Most likely will narrowly pass the Senate 

• Unknown how it will fare in the House 

• Governor has said he will veto 

• If enacted could pave the way for future/expanded voucher legislation 
 

c. HB 1213 – Reverse Appeals 
Places additional restrictions on when taxing districts have the right to 
appeal an assessment. Under the bill, a taxing district may not appeal the 
assessment of a property based on the following:  

• Purchase or sale of the property;  

• Purchase or sale of a partial or total interest in the entity holding the 
title; 

• Financing or refinancing of the property; 

• Investments in the property. 
 

A taxing district has the right to appeal an assessment only when one or 
more of the following are met: 

• The appeal is from a countywide assessment; 

• A parcel of land is divided and conveyed in smaller parcels; or 

• A change has occurred in the productive use of the property by 
material alteration. 

• Kampf amendment eliminates “dark” store provisions. 
 

Outlook:  

• Unclear of its support in the House 

• Backing of commercial property owners 

• Would shift a greater portion of real estate taxes on homeowners 

• Placed on House Calendar on February 5 
 

5. Other bills recently acted upon:  
a. HB 153 – House Representatives: Amends the Constitution of the 

Commonwealth of PA to reduce the size of the House of Representatives 
from 203 representatives to 151. Amended to include reduction in Senate 
as well. Amendment failed.  Future is unclear. Passed the last session; Bill 
needs to be exactly the same as prior session bill or would need to pass 
again in 2019-20 session before going to referendum. 



 
 

b. Senate Bill 166 - Political Contributions: (Sen. Eichelberger, R-Blair), 
establishes the Protection of Employee Wages Act, prohibits public 
employers, including school districts, from making deductions for political 
contributions from the wages of public employees. Passed the Senate; 
Defeated in the House; Passed over in committee.  

 
c. SB 955 - Firefighter Training: The bill establishes a firefighter training 

pilot program to provide high school students with instruction through a 
partnership with community colleges. Passed Senate; referred to House 
Education Committee. 
 

d. Senate Resolution 228 - Global Education:  Approved by the Senate 
Education Committee. The bill will create a Task Force on Global 
Education that will be made up of a wide range of key education and 
business representatives and meet throughout an eighteen-month span 
researching, reviewing, holding public hearings and meeting with experts 
on the issue. Approved in Senate; referred to House Education. 
 

e. Senate Resolution 248 - Keystone Exams: The resolution states that 
that the Senate opposes the use of the Keystone Exams as a single high 
stakes graduation requirement and urges PDE to develop alternative 
assessments for Federal accountability purposes that also demonstrate 
career or college readiness. PASA opposes the use of Keystone Exams 
for graduation purposes and supports flexibility in the use of assessments 
to determine student proficiency. Set on the Senate Calendar for 3/19/18. 

 
6.  Discussion  

a. HB 1308:  Blake Emmanuel, PASB, provided the committee with an 
update of HB 1308, legislation she is introducing with the assistance of 
Rep. Warren Kampf.  The legislation would provide school districts with 
greater discretion in school suspensions, notifying law enforcement, and 
mandatory school suspensions/expulsions. 
 
Blake Emmanuel is discussing the progress of HB 1308 with Rep. Kampf 
and will update the CCSBLC with any alterations to the bill. 
 
The members of the CCSBLC discussed having Mary Curley draft a 
resolution supporting HB 1308. After Blake Emmanuel discusses updates 
to the bill with Rep. Kampf, the resolution could be brought before each 
school board that comprises the CCSBLC to see if each respective board 
would adopt the resolution.  
 

b. Increase in Special Education: Mary Ravenfeld, GVSD, inquired if 
districts were experiencing an increase in the number of special education 
students. Some districts noted that they were, while other districts said 



that their overall percentage had remained flat.  Mary Curley offered to 
check to the historical data on special education enrollments and share 
with the committee at the next meeting.  
 

c. CCSBLC Legislative Breakfast Presentation Topics:  Members 
suggested presentation topics for the CCSBLC legislative meeting include 
charter school costs and unfunded mandates. 
 

d. CCSBLC Harrisburg Visit:  Chair Charlie Beatty recommended that the 
committee consider scheduling their Harrisburg visit to attend the 
upcoming Education Committee hearing. The committee agreed that 
would be of interest.  Mary Curley is going to try and schedule the visit. 

 
7. PA Supreme Court Decisions:   

a. Congressional District Maps: The GOP filed a lawsuit to stop new PA 
Supreme Court congressional map, however, federal courts denied a stay 
of implementation and gave both parties until March 9 to prepare 
arguments. The US Supreme Court refuses to hear case until it goes 
through the federal courts. Candidates for US congressional house seats 
began to file on Tuesday, February 27. State GOP and US legislators 
have threatened to impeach PA Supreme Court justices. 
 

b. Evolution lawsuit (dismissed): For the second time in a decade, a PA 
State Appeals Court has told a taxpayer that he can’t sue his school 
district because it teaches the theory of evolution in science class. 

 
8. At PDE: 

a. Mary Curley provided an update on the PA ESSA plan approved by 
USDE. Please see attached presentation for a more detailed summary. 
 

9. At USDE: 
a. Mary Curley provided an update on President Trump’s proposed 

education budget. Please see attached presentation for a more detailed 
summary. Overall, President Trump is recommending a 5% decrease in 
USDE spending. 

b. Mary Curley provided an update on Transgender Civil Rights complaints 
filed with USDE. Please see attached presentation for a more detailed 
summary. 
 

10. Tracked Legislation Update: 
The following legislation is being tracked by the CCSBLC, no significant action 
had been taken on the legislation at the time of the CCSBLC meeting on 
February 28. 

a. Property Tax Legislation 
i. SB 76: The Property Tax Independence Act 
ii. HB 1213: Reverse Assessments 
iii. SB 586: Reverse Assessments 



iv. HB 641: Senior Property Tax Freeze 
v. SB 356: Senior Citizens Property Tax Freeze 
vi. SB 406: Property Tax 

b. Keystone Exams/Graduation Requirements 
i. SB 660: Keystone Exams 
ii. SB 756: Keystone Exams 
iii. HB 564: Graduation Requirements 

c. Charter School Legislation 
i. HB 97: Charter School Bill – Passed House/Passed in Senate as 

amended, sent back to House Rules Committee. 
ii. HB 351: Charter School Fund Balances 

d. Human Resources Legislation 
i. SB 592: Advance Notice of Superintendent Hiring and Terms 
ii. SB 229: Mandated Leave 
iii. SB 383: Employee Gun Possession in Schools 
iv. SB 167: Paycheck Protection 
v. SB 494: Union Leave 
vi. SB 363: Penalties for Child Abuse 
vii. HB 350: Drug Testing 
viii. HB 361: Retired Teachers 
ix. SB 420: Health Benefits 

e. School Finances 
i. HB 1401: Shale Tax 
ii. HB 110:  Budget Spending 
iii. HB 1460: Pension 
iv. SB 412: School District Fund Balances 
v. HB 16: Tax Collection Fraud Prevention 
vi. HB 250: EITC Funding 
vii. HB 648: Emergency Basic Education Subsidy 
viii. SB 561: Approval of Regulations 
ix. HB 758: Property Tax Abatement 

f. School Safety, Facilities, Transportation 
i. HB 397: Use of School Facilities 
ii. HB 349: Transportation 

g. Pupil Services/Curriculum/Professional Development 
i. HB 1022 (companion bill SB 725): AP Scores and College Credit 
ii. HB 857: Licensing Online Schools 
iii. SB 88: Censorships of Historical Documents 
iv. SB 93: Homeschoolers and Vo-Tech Access 
v. SB 295: Kindergarten Requirements 
vi. SB 540: Excused Absences 
vii. SB 723: Civics 
viii. HB 524: Military Recruiter Access 
ix. HB 679: Clearinghouse of Online Courses 
x. HB 1305: Educator Training in Transition Services 


