
In the Know…Tech Talks…October 2017 

              
Please find all of the Avon Grove In the Know - Tech Talks on the AGSD website. 

 

Karen’s Korner & Chris’ Cookies: Schoology Rubric 

In an effort to assist teachers and administrators across the district with the consistent implementation of the 
Schoology benchmarks for the 2017-18 school year, a single-point rubric has been established. This rubric is 
specific to the Schoology benchmarks below. One of the benefits of using this online rubric is that it provides 
examples and directions of how to achieve each benchmark. The secondary campus and elementary campus 
have slightly different expectations when it comes to Schoology, therefore, they have two unique rubrics. The 
secondary rubric can be found here, the elementary rubric can be found here. Please remember that our goals 
in establishing these benchmarks are to support our students and parents in accessing important information 
and content for their classes as well as allow students who are absent or lose materials to be able to access, 
learn, and complete at home. 

1. Profile is updated 
2. Class Information 

a) Secondary – Syllabus/course description is posted 
b) Elementary – Post class updates twice a month 

3. Homework (not classwork) – If unfinished classwork becomes homework, it needs to be posted 
a) Posted as Assignments (not Events)  
b) Time – Before the end of the student day with enough time to download files 
c) Using the established naming convention 
d) If there is a document/article or other resource needed to complete the homework, it is posted 

in the Assignment Description box (no hunting around for it) 
i) All ‘paper’ resources are transferred and converted to Google Docs or PDFs 

(1) Exception Example: Where a Microsoft/Adobe product is being taught as part of the 
curriculum or a specific Excel file in Science is needed. 

4. Folders organized chronologically, newest at the top of the materials list 
5. Use ‘Grading Groups’ to differentiate assignments/tests/quizzes  

 
Cloud Storage: Since the 2014-15 school year, we have added over 50 products to the Avon Grove 

instructional and infrastructural technology environment. The management of these products takes significant 

staffing resources, AND storage and processing resources. Consequently, we are out of network storage – ALL 

10 Terabytes are FULL! (Just a few years ago one Terabyte of storage seemed like a bottomless amount!) Avon 

Grove’s current cloud storage options via the Google Drive and One Drive are without size limitations and are 

available from any web-enabled device. The Tech Office has begun exploring processes and products that will 

maximize our current cloud based storage options with redundant synch capacity for ease of use. Please stay 

tuned for important updates as we plan the migration of your current ‘P-Drive’ to the cloud.  

http://www.avongrove.org/district/administration/director-of-technology/avon-grove-in-the-know-tech-talks
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1l8VLilAep9ETJp0UA2Nko-Nx9EBySL7bkrBG63QSOx4/edit?pli=1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BBcb000AyTKDW3oVt-fkaGx9tO5CViU0lqsQo2dGniU/edit?pli=1


Kat’s Kilobytes: After migrating avongrove.org email from Exchange (on-premises) to Office 365 (cloud 
services), you probably noticed an increase in the amount of junk mail arriving to your inbox and junk folder. 
When introducing a new junk mail process, the system must 'learn' about the junk mail. As new mail is 
processed, the amount of junk mail will decrease as its analyzed, rated and processed. Here are few things to 
remember when handling Junk mail: 

 Routinely check your Junk mail folder. Unlike the Barracuda Spam Filter, you will not be reminded to check 
your junk mail – Barracuda has been decommissioned and is no longer in operation.   

 Mark safe senders when they arrive in your junk mail folder so future emails arrive in your inbox.  

 Because phishing emails are common in junk mail, NEVER click on any links in junk mail, whether delivered 
to your junk mail folder or your inbox. If it looks phishy, it probably is!  

More on how to manage junk mail in the desktop version of Outlook and Webmail can be found on the Staff 

page of our website.  

 

Mike’s Minute: With the 1:1 deployment already in the second year, we are growing so fast that our pathway 
to the internet has begun to fill up. Think of the pathway to the internet as a physical door; the more people 
(traffic) that move towards the door, the bigger the door needs to be to accommodate all of the people 
traversing in and out. Recently we reached 800+ Mbps (Megabits per second) of traffic out of a total capacity 
of 1000 Mbps (or 1 Gigabit). To put it simply: Thousands of devices, with multiple connections each, are using 
up all of the available room that our Internet Service Provider (ChescoNet) is allotting us. To keep the internet 
rolling along we are exploring increasing our total bandwidth in the near future from 1 Gigabit to 2 Gigabits via 
federal e-Rate funding. This will ensure that AGSD has room for growth in the years to come. 
 

Wendy’s Wire:  PowerSchool’s newest feature, Attendance Today, is now available. You will find this new link 
on the left side Navigation menu when you log into PowerSchool from the Teacher Portal.  From this view, you 
can see all students who are absent or tardy. There is also a built-in filtering feature to narrow the results, 
making them more manageable. For detailed instructions, see the instructional videos created by Karen 
Norris, Secondary Campus, and Chris Montagna, Elementary Campus.   

Clint’s Clues: The ‘Spotlight on Education’ web series, produced by the AGtv student crew, will highlight the 
interesting, innovative and timely endeavors of Avon Grove School District in an effort to better connect and 
inform the community. The first webisode will feature Dr. Reynolds with a PLES full day kindergarten update; 
Dr. Snopkowski with an AGHS IE courses update; and Dr. Marchese with an update on the recommendation 
from the Facilities Input Group. Who is the host of SOE? None other than the former KYW/CBS award-winning 
journalist Beth Trapani! Look for the first SOE webisode in early November. 

Gary’s Goal: A New Virtual Environment. In the world of IT, network virtualization is the process of combining 

hardware and software network resources and network functionality into a single, software-defined 

administrative entity called a virtual network. Network virtualization involves platform virtualization combined 

with resource virtualization in a converged virtual network. The current converged virtual network at Avon 

Grove is approaching end-of-life. To meet the current demands and plan for the next five to seven years of 

future growth, we are exploring the evolution of converged virtual networks called hyper-converged virtual 

networks. In a hyper-converged environment, the conventional hardware is fully software-defined and 

controlled administratively via one interface allowing for faster processing, increased data consolidation, 

automatic load balancing and ease of management. Stay tuned for additional updates on this multi-year 

upgrade to the Avon Grove network.           V4.E23.O17 

 

https://digitalguardian.com/blog/what-phishing-attack-defining-and-identifying-different-types-phishing-attacks
https://login.microsoftonline.com/
http://www.avongrove.org/staffresources
http://www.avongrove.org/staffresources
https://www.screencast.com/t/0FVcI4E6
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B31WjpZ92NScWXBLbFZ0bkxtcFE/view?usp=sharing

