
In the Know…Tech Talks…Nov-Dec 2018
  

 

Please find all of the recent Avon Grove In the Know - Tech Talks on the AGSD website. 
 

Karen’s Korner: Do you have a boring video that you wish could be interactive? Do you ever wonder if the 

students actually watched the video you posted, or learned what you wanted them to or do, or wish you could 

find out who was struggling with the content in the video?  Are you tired of searching for videos to support 

student learning? There are two great tools that can help teachers turn any video into an engaging and 

effective lesson with just a few clicks. You will always know which students understood that lesson, who needs 

help, or if there are any misconceptions about the material. Both tools offer premade lessons with formative 

assessments already built in, and that are fully customizable. These two tools are EdPuzzle (getting started - 

Learn) and Playposit (learn more). To make adoption easy, both use ‘signup with Google’ and wait until you 

see the results! Check them out today and please email me if you need support. 

 

Mike’s Minute: In order to keep our students safe while online and maintain Avon Grove’s federal funding we 

must be compliant with CIPA, the Children's Internet Protection Act. These regulations make sure that children 

don't have access to harmful or unsuitable content. CIPA mandates that we block categories such as 

pornography, gambling, weapons, violence and a long list of other inappropriate categories. We use two 

content management platforms to filter these categories. We use an industry-grade firewall, Palo Alto, to 

protect district servers, guest filtering, and AGSD issued laptops and desktops. We also use a web filter called 

Securly that protects all Chromebook traffic while the students are at school, and at home. CIPA also requires 

that a district-owned device that is used in a student’s home be protected. Both our content management 

platforms run a dynamic algorithm so web pages are continually checked and rechecked for blocked content. 

All teachers have been issued a Chromebook to confirm that the content posted in Schoology is available to 

students’ at school and at home. If you need a website to be unblocked please fill out an online help ticket two 

school days before it’s needed to allow the change to be processed in a timely manner. Thanks for helping our 

students stay safe while online.  

Kat’s Kilobytes: Avon Grove has continued to increase technology security. Earlier this year we introduced a 

new passphrase policy, which reduces spoofing, spam and phishing emails. Along with increased email 

security, the passphrase policy protects our devices that we use to access the network and systems at the 

district. Securing devices also extends to physical and virtual servers and network endpoints. In the past, our 

Facilities Department supervised a ‘managed service contract’ with an outside vendor to store and access 

video footage from our security camera systems. The management and control of the district’s camera 

systems has recently been transitioned to the Technology Division. This transition translates to significant 

financial savings and increases the security around how this data is stored and accessed. Additionally, the 

changes will provide efficient access to video footage onsite and quick offsite access using a mobile app.  

 

http://www.avongrove.org/district/administration/director-of-technology/avon-grove-in-the-know-tech-talks
https://edpuzzle.com/
https://go.edpuzzle.com/resources_teachers_getstarted.html
https://go.edpuzzle.com/level1.html
https://www.playposit.com/login?redirect=true&url=%2Fdash%3F
https://learn.playposit.com/learn/player/
mailto:knorris@avongrove.org
https://www.fcc.gov/consumers/guides/childrens-internet-protection-act
https://www.paloaltonetworks.com/products/secure-the-network/subscriptions/url-filtering-pandb.html
https://www.securly.com/
http://agsdhelpdesk.avongrove.org/helpdesk/WebObjects/Helpdesk.woa
https://www.avongrove.org/uploaded/District/Administration/Technology/In_the_Know_Sept_2018(ADA).pdf


Matt’s Metadata: Weather is a ubiquitous, yet underappreciated part of our lives. AGIS is in the process of 

transforming our passive relationship to the weather into an interactive learning experience with the 

installation of our new Personal Weather Station (PWS). Our weather station will provide our students with 

access to measurements and data that can be integrated into science, math, and technology lessons and units 

across K-6 curriculum, and in doing so address Common Core, STEM, and NGSS standards. By utilizing the data 

generated by the AGIS weather station, students will have an opportunity to engage with real-world science 

from a local source. The station provides a direct relationship with environmental science and data allowing 

students to be citizen scientists and get early experience with the ever-growing field of data science. While 

strengthening our science, math and technology curriculum, it will also bolster our relationship with the 

community at large by providing accurate weather data for our locality. If you’d like to begin using the data 

from graphs, lab activities, data collection and analysis to support existing units on the water cycle, weather, 

and climate, please send me an email so I can further explain the links and resources found above.  

 

Wendy’s Wire: PowerSchool's Student Contacts are now available! We are working diligently to scrub and 

verify our student and family contact information for accuracy. We hope to have the data migration from our 

custom fields to the new Contacts fields completed by the end of the calendar year. In addition to the 

Demographics page, teachers now also have the ability to view the Student Contacts. Administrative staff can 

locate and edit contacts from the main lookup page, under the Contacts tab. To add a new or existing contact 

to a student, lookup the student and select Contacts from the left side menu. Teachers can view the student 

contacts in PowerTeacher Pro by selecting Students > Contacts from the left menu.  

 

Clint’s Clues: Last month we reviewed VR (Virtual Reality), video that surrounds you with a 360° view of the 

world. Now we move to AR, Augmented Reality. AR is content that is placed in a graphic overlay on top of your 

device’s images. This sounds simple (we all have seen a channel number overlaid on TV), but AR adds more 

information than a simple graphic overlay. AR can use GPS, for example, allowing a user to point a device at 

objects and the overlay will provide information such as highlighting a house in a row of homes and labeling it 

‘Betsy Ross's House.’ Additionally, shape recognition software for an application such as plant identification 

can be used to provide instructional aides to both students and teachers. This holds huge potential for the 

workplace, recreation, and education. Contextual information fed in real time to a user will help us 

understand the world around us. AI (Artificial Intelligence) will play an increasing role in interpreting the 

available data into detailed information displayed to the end user in real time. To see some of the ideas being 

explored for AR try: Jigspace, Zspace, Hololens, and the Measure app for iPhones. 

Gary’s Goal – Student Wi-Fi At-Home: The national average for K-12 students who do not have Wi-Fi at 

home is calculated based on 25% of free lunch students enrolled in a district. Based on the national average 

calculation, about 7% of all AGSD students should not have Wi-Fi at-home. However in Avon Grove, we collect 

our own data. As part of the annual InfoSnap re-registration process parents are asked if they have Wi-Fi in 

their homes. Based on parent responses, 98% of families self-report that they have Wi-Fi at-home. This school 

year, as part of the students’ annual 1:1 Digital Citizenship course in Schoology, we also asked sixth through 

twelfth students if they have Wi-Fi at-home. The students self-reported that 97% have at-home Wi-Fi. Even 

though this data provides assurance that the vast majority of our community, even free lunch students, have 

access to the web in their home, the plan is to collect more data on the approximately 150 families who do 

not have connectivity.             V5.E30.N-D18 

https://www.pwsweather.com/obs/AGIWEATHER.html
https://dashboard.ambientweather.net/devices/public/e3fffebc46d76689f6543333a4563faf
https://www.wunderground.com/personal-weather-station/dashboard?ID=KPAWESTG18
https://www.citizensciencealliance.org/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/louiscolumbus/2017/05/13/ibm-predicts-demand-for-data-scientists-will-soar-28-by-2020/#5135dd027e3b
mailto:mkrykew@avongrove.org
https://jig.space/
https://zspace.com/
https://www.microsoft.com/en-US/hololens
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT208924

