
 

AVON GROVE SCHOOL DISTRICT
 

An Overview of the Elementary Progress Report 
 
 

The Avon Grove School District elementary curriculum is aligned to the Pennsylvania 
Core and Academic Standards, and as a result, a standards-based reporting system is 
utilized. Over the course of each trimester, teachers assess student performance using 
a variety of measures. A primary purpose of a Standards-Based Reporting system is to 
provide information to caregivers regarding the progress their child is making toward a 
year-end defined learning standard as set forth by specific grade level content and 
skills.  
 

Progress Report Description 
The progress report provides information in two areas: (1)Qualities of a Learner and 
(2)Academic Achievement. Each has its own performance continuum as indicated 
below: 
 

 
Descriptions for each performance continuum are as follows: 
Qualities of a Learner 
C - Consistently Demonstrates Quality: The student consistently and independently 
demonstrates grade level expectations for learning behaviors.  
O - Occasionally Demonstrates Expectations:  The student occasionally demonstrates 
grade level expectations for learning behaviors.  
R - Rarely Demonstrates Expectations:  The student is not yet demonstrating grade 
level expectations for learning behaviors.  
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Qualities of a Learner 
progress towards demonstrating 

behavioral traits that  
contribute to learning 

Academic Achievement 
Grades K-6 

progress towards meeting  
grade level standards 

Academic Achievement 
Grades 5 & 6 - Math Only 

progress towards meeting  
grade level standards with an 
intention to begin aligning to 
secondary numerical grading 

C = consistently 
O = occasionally 
R = rarely 
* = not instructed 

E = exceeding 
expectations 
3 = achieving expectations 
2 = approaching 
expectations 
1 = below expectations 
* = not instructed  

3+ = A (100%-91%) 
3 = B (90%-81%) 
2+ = C (80%-71%) 
2 = D (70%-61%) 
1= F (60% and below) 
* = not instructed  
 



 
Academic Achievement 
E - Exceeding Expectations: The student independently and consistently demonstrates 
a thorough understanding beyond the expectations for the grade level year-end 
Pennsylvania Core Standards. Student performance requires little to no teacher 
support and guidance.  
3 - Achieving Expectations:  The student demonstrates a satisfactory understanding of 
the expectations for the grade level year- end Pennsylvania Core Standards. Student 
performance requires minimal teacher support and guidance.  
2 - Approaching Expectations: The student demonstrates a partial understanding of 
the expectations for the grade level year-end Pennsylvania Core Standards. Student 
performance requires teacher support and guidance.  
1 - Below Expectations: The student struggles to demonstrate an adequate 
understanding of the expectations for the grade level year-end Pennsylvania Core 
Standards. Student performance is often inconsistent even with teacher support and 
guidance.  
 

Reporting Areas & Learning Progressions 
The reporting areas are aligned to the standards and follow logical and sequential 
progressions for learning. These progressions are reflected in our curriculum and can 
be found using the links below: 
 
English Language Arts 
PA Core Standards for English Language Arts PreK-5 
PA Core Standards for English Language Arts Grades 6-12 
ELA Learning Progression K-6 
 
Mathematics 
PA Core Standards for Mathematics 
Mathematics Learning Progression K-6 
 
Science 
PA Core Standards for Science PK-3 
PA Core Standards for Science Grades 3, 5, 6 & 8 
 
Social Studies 
Civics and Government:  Primary PK-2, Elementary 3-8  
Economics:  Primary PK-2, Elementary 3-8 
Geography: Primary PK-2 , Elementary 3-8 
History: Primary PK-2 , Elementary 3-8 
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https://www.avongrove.org/uploaded/Academics/English_Language_Arts/PA_Core_Standards_ELA_PreK-5_March_2014(ADA).pdf
https://www.avongrove.org/uploaded/Academics/English_Language_Arts/PA_Core_Standards_ELA_6-12_March_2014(ADA).pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WOF7KM9vc8h3MpfE00te3sWXby8aBlV_CRFsNy91eOI/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.avongrove.org/uploaded/Academics/Mathematics/PA_Core_Standards_Mathematics_PreK-12_March_2014(2)(ADA).pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fz3hD89W4bYtdBfCQetZjcGvmYxDOtQN2Ojkp4U42ag/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.avongrove.org/uploaded/Academics/Science/PreK-2_Science_and_Technology_Standards(ADA).pdf
https://www.avongrove.org/uploaded/Academics/Science/Academic_Standards_for_Science_and_Technology_and_Engineering_Education_(Elementary)(ADA).pdf
https://www.avongrove.org/uploaded/Academics/Social_Studies/PreK-2_Civics_and_Government_Standards(ADA).pdf
https://www.avongrove.org/uploaded/Academics/Social_Studies/Elem_Civ(ADA).pdf
https://www.avongrove.org/uploaded/Academics/Social_Studies/PreK-2_Economic_Standards(ADA).pdf
https://www.avongrove.org/uploaded/Academics/Social_Studies/Elem_Econ(ADA).pdf
https://www.avongrove.org/uploaded/Academics/Social_Studies/PreK-2_Geography_Standards(ADA).pdf
https://www.avongrove.org/uploaded/Academics/Social_Studies/Elem_Geog(ADA).pdf
https://www.avongrove.org/uploaded/Academics/Social_Studies/PreK-2_History_Standards(ADA).pdf
https://www.avongrove.org/uploaded/Academics/Social_Studies/Elem_History(ADA).pdf


 
Frequently Asked Questions 
Questions about individual student progress are best answered by teachers. The 
following frequently asked questions provide general information about the progress 
report: 
 
What are standards?  The Pennsylvania State Board of Education establishes what 
students should know and be able to do in different subject areas by grade level or 
subject (middle and high school). Since there are so many individual standards in the 
four core areas of English Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies, 
some standards are consolidated into logical groupings for the purpose of progress 
reports. The standards can be viewed here: https://www.pdesas.org/Standard 
 
What is the difference between a standards-based report card and a traditional report 
card?  A key difference is that on a traditional report card a student only receives one 
grade for each subject even though numerous standards were covered over the 
reporting period. The standards-based report card is more detailed as you see 
progress on multiple skills and knowledge. Another key difference is that the numerical 
grade on a traditional report card often includes effort, cooperation, and other factors 
such as work completion. The proficiency level noted on a standards-based report card 
is based only on the assessments used to determine the degree to which the student 
has made progress towards the end of year goal. 
 
How do teachers determine the proficiency level of each standard for the trimester? 
Grade level teams at each school and across the district collaborate to determine 
which assessment(s) to use in order to render a decision. A common understanding of 
what a student must know and be able to do at each proficiency level based upon 
guidance from subject area supervisors, PDE, and other curriculum materials exists. The 
progress report rating reflects the students’ achievement at the end of the trimester or 
on the most recent assessment.  
 
Is an “E” equivalent to an "A" on a traditional report card?  Since a numerical grade 
often includes other information, a direct correlation between the two is not 
appropriate. 
 
What do teachers do for students who are not meeting a standard or who are not 
progressing at the same rate as their peers?  AGSD implements a workshop model for 
core instruction. This is a differentiated approach to instruction that requires teachers 
to group students based on ability and need within the larger class. Although whole 
group instruction is important and used, the teacher creates and changes small groups 
in order to provide targeted instruction on a regular basis. When a teacher notices a 
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https://www.pdesas.org/Standard


student still struggling, he/she tries different in-class interventions, works with grade 
level partners, or comes to our school MTSS team for support. 
 
Can a student go down a level from one trimester to the next? Yes, it is possible for 
this to happen, especially as the rigor of the expectation increases for some standards. 
 
 
 

 
 

Teaching & Learning Division, Fall 2020 
4 


