
AP SPANISH LANGUAGE 

C3 - Instructional materials 
include a variety of authentic 
audio and/or video recordings 
that develop students’ 
listening abilities. 

C1 - The teacher uses 
Spanish almost exclusively in 
class and encourages 
students to do likewise. 

COURSE OVERVIEW 
The AP Spanish Language course is conducted completely in Spanish. 

[C1] We encourage all students as early as first year and throughout 

their Spanish studies to practice the target language consistently with 

their teachers and peers. They should be able to use the Spanish 

language to: 

 Understand conversations, lectures, oral presentations, newspapers, letters, 

instructions, Internet articles, cinematic exposure and short stories. 

 Express themselves orally by convincing, arguing, inquiring, and describing. 

 Through written expression convince, argue, inquire, and describe. 

 Express themselves well in a variety of styles, using different strategies for different 

audiences.  

 

COURSE GOALS 
•Students will expand their interpersonal communication skills in Spanish through daily classroom 

interactions in the language.  This includes casual conversations with the teacher and classmates as well as 

formal class discussions.  [C1] 

• Students will increase and refine their written presentational skills in formal and informal 

contexts.  This will include essay writing assignments, journal writing assignments, research writing 

assignments. [C2, C6] 

• Students will refine their oral presentational skills in formal and informal contexts through class 

discussions, oral presentations of researched material, personal reactions to authentic current event and or 

literary material.[C2, C4, C5] 

• Students will broaden their understanding of the cultures that comprise the Spanish-speaking 

world through the study of history, literature, art, music, and current events. [C2, C3] 

• Students will make connections between their learning in the Spanish classroom, their learning in 

other classes, and their daily lives. [C7] 
 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 
1. LISTENING  

 Students will: 

A. Comprehend formal and informal spoken Spanish. 

B. Follow, with general understanding, oral reports and classroom lectures. 

C. Understand the main points and some details of conversations between native 

speakers. 

D. Follow the plots of Spanish -language movies and 

recorded conversations and understand the main ideas. 

E. Listen to authentic recordings and share what they 

believe are the main points are, supporting their answer 

with specific details.    [C3] 
 

 

 

    



AP SPANISH LANGUAGE 

C4 - Instructional materials 
include authentic written text, 
such as newspaper and 
magazine articles, literary 
texts, and other non-technical 
writings that develop students’ 
reading abilities. 

C5 – The course provides 
students with regular 
opportunities, in class or in a 
language laboratory, to 
develop their speaking skills in 
a variety of settings, types of 
discourse, topics and 
registers. 

C7 – The course provides 
frequent opportunities for the 
students to integrate the four 
language skills through the 
use of authentic materials. 

C6 – The course provides 
instruction and frequent 
opportunities to write a variety 
of compositions in Spanish. 

C2 - The course provides 
students with a learning 
experience equivalent to that 
of a third-year college course 
in Spanish language. 
Instructional materials, 
activities, assignments and 
assessments are appropriate 
to this level. 

C1 - The teacher uses 
Spanish almost exclusively in 
class and encourages 
students to do likewise. 

C7 – The course provides 
frequent opportunities for the 
students to integrate the four 
language skills through the 
use of authentic materials. 

2. SPEAKING 

 Students will: 

A. Participate in the target language daily via structured or 

open discussion.  

B. Communicate facts and ideas with an accent that is 

accurate enough not to interfere with comprehension. 

C. Discuss and debate topics of current interest and express 

personal opinions.  

D. Narrate, describe, and explain using past, present, and 

future tenses of indicative and subjunctive mood 

correctly. 

E. Present a formal oral report. 

F. Apply circumlocution when necessary to avoid gaps in 

communication.    [C1, C5, C7] 
 

3. READING  

 Students will: 

A. Understand magazine and newspaper articles of various 

topics.  

B. Develop successful strategies for interpretation of 

unfamiliar works, idioms, or structures.  

C. Understand formal written print. 

D. Understand literature. 

E. Demonstrate ability to interpret written text without the use of a dictionary. 

F. Answer questions to show understanding of reading 

comprehension sections.             [C4, C7] 

 

4. WRITING  

 Students will: 

A. Write a narration or description several paragraphs in length. 

B. Present and defend ideas and points of view. 

C. Provide appropriate examples and draw conclusions. 

D. Provide introductory remarks, transitions, and a 

conclusion in an essay. 

E. Have a good written control of most grammatical forms and processes. 

F. Have extensive vocabulary so as to cover most topics. [C6] 

 

5. GRAMMAR  

 Students will: 

A. Demonstrate a thorough familiarity with the 

grammatical structures necessary for both written and 

oral communication. 

B. Demonstrate knowledge of all tenses of the indicative 

and subjunctive moods. 

C. Accurately utilize vocabulary, idioms, and other 

grammatical structures.    [C2] 



AP SPANISH LANGUAGE 

C5 – The course provides 
students with regular 
opportunities, in class or in a 
language laboratory, to 
develop their speaking skills in 
a variety of settings, types of 
discourse, topics and 
registers. 

C3 - Instructional materials 
include a variety of authentic 
audio and/or video recordings 
that develop students’ 
listening abilities. 

C4 - Instructional materials include 
authentic written text, such as 
newspaper and magazine articles, 
literary texts, and other non-
technical writings that develop 
students’ reading abilities. 

C7 – The course provides 
frequent opportunities for the 
students to integrate the four 
language skills through the 
use of authentic materials. 

 

6. CULTURE & HISTORY 

 Students will: 

A. Be aware that culture is an implicit part of almost every linguistic activity. 

B. Be able to discuss cultural themes of the Hispanic World and the Hispanic Culture 

in the U.S. 

C. Bring culture into context when reading and discussing literature.   

D. Be able to react (orally and through written expression) to Spanish mini-series 

based on major Mexican Hispanic historical period and historic figure. 

E. Use current events to be able to report to class and peers on aspects related to a 

particular Hispanic country.    [C3, C4, C5, C7] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COURSE OUTLINE 
First Semester  

Unit 

consists 

of: 

Chapters from 

Abriendo Paso: Gramática [C2] 

Chapters from 

Abriendo Paso: 

Lectura [C2, C4] 

Chapters from AP Spanish 

Preparing for the Language 

Examination 3
rd

 Edition** 

[C3, C5, C7] 

Unit 1 1. La narración y la descripción en el 

pasado (pretérito, imperfecto, presente 

perfecto, plusucamperfecto); Paso 6 

(números) 

25. La Tomatina, 

Alberto Ibáñez 

1-5 

Unit 2 2. La descripción de nuestros alrededores: 

diferencias y semejanzas (adjetivos, 

adjetivos y pronombres demostrativos, 

adjetivos y pronombres posesivos, 

comparaciones); Paso 1 (los sustantivos, 

los artículos) 

22.Los indios kunas, 

César A. Yunsón M.  

1-5 

Unit 3 3. La narración y descripción en el 

presente (presente, progresivo, ser/estar, 

voz pasiva) Paso 7 (los indefinidos y los 

negativos) 

3. Un oso y un amor, 

Sabine Reyes 

Ulibarrí 

1-5 

Unit 4 Paso 3 (los pronombres) 

Paso 8 (gustar / verbos que se emplean 

con el complemento indirecto) 

8. No oyes ladrar los 

perro, Juan Rulfo 

1-5 

Unit 5 4.Cómo expresar deseos y obligaciones 

(imperativo, presente de subjuntivo, 

presente perfecto de subjuntivo) 

6.  Jacinto 

Contreras recibe su 

paga extraordinaria, 

Camilo José Cela 

1-5 



AP SPANISH LANGUAGE 

C7 – The course provides 
frequent opportunities for 
the students to integrate 
the four language skills 
through the use of 
authentic materials. 

C2 - The course provides 
students with a learning 
experience equivalent to that 
of a third-year college course 
in Spanish language. 
Instructional materials, 
activities, assignments and 
assessments are appropriate 
to this level. 

C3 - Instructional materials 
include a variety of authentic 
audio and/or video recordings 
that develop students’ 
listening abilities. 

C2 - The course provides 
students with a learning 
experience equivalent to 
that of a third-year college 
course in Spanish language. 
Instructional materials, 
activities, assignments and 
assessments are 
appropriate to this level. 

 

Second Semester  

Unit 

consists 

of: 

Chapters from  

Abriendo Paso: Gramática [C2] 
Chapters from 

Abriendo Paso: Lectura 

[C2, C4] 

Chapters from AP Spanish 

Preparing for the Language 

Examination 3
rd

 Edition ** 

[C2, C7] 

Unit 6 5. La narración y la descripción en el 

futuro: cómo expresar emoción, duda, 

negación, probabilidad o conjetura 

(más subjuntivo, futuro, futuro 

perfecto); Paso 5 (palabras 

interrogativas y exclamativas) 

14. Rima LIII, 

Gustavo Adolfo 

Béquer 

1- 5 

Unit 7 6. La narración y la descripción en el 

pasado II (imperfecto de subjuntivo, 

pluscuamperfecto de subjuntivo, 

condicional, condicional perfecto) 

2. Rosa, Angel 

Balzarina 

1-5 

Unit 8 Paso 4 (los pronombres relativos) 12. Cartas de amor 

traicionado,  Isabel 

Allende  

1-5 

Unit 9 Paso 10 (por/para) 

 

11. La viuda de 

Montiel, Gabriel 

García Márquez 

1-5 

Unit 10 Paso 2 (las preposiciones)  

 

13.Emma Zunz, Jorge 

Luis Borges 

1-5 

 

**This book is used as an ongoing assessment of the four language skills. Therefore all units and appendices are 

simultaneously utilized throughout each semester. Please note all of the chapters above and on the previous page 

reflect this. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

COURSE PROJECTS AND ASSESSMENTS 
1.) Summer Project  

 Summer assignments may include but are not limited 

to: beginning a unit of a core textbook, literary works, 

and media/ Internet assignments (reading, writing a 

summary, including personal opinions related to the 

article). [C2,C4,C3,C7] 

2.) Semesters 1 & 2  

 All chapters of Abriendo Paso: Gramática and 

Abriendo Paso: Lectura include a major cumulative 

examination. Exams usually contain several 

components, including but not limited to: reading, 



AP SPANISH LANGUAGE 

C6 – The course provides 
instruction and frequent 
opportunities to write a variety 
of compositions in Spanish. 

C4 - Instructional materials 
include authentic written text, 
such as newspaper and 
magazine articles, literary 
texts, and other non-technical 
writings that develop 
students’ reading abilities. 

C2 - The course provides 
students with a learning 
experience equivalent to that 
of a third-year college course 
in Spanish language. 
Instructional materials, 
activities, assignments and 
assessments are appropriate 
to this level. 

C5 – The course provides 
students with regular 
opportunities, in class or in a 
language laboratory, to 
develop their speaking skills 
in a variety of settings, types 
of discourse, topics and 
registers. 

C7 – The course provides 
frequent opportunities for the 
students to integrate the four 
language skills through the 
use of authentic materials. 

C5 – The course provides 
students with regular 
opportunities, in class or in a 
language laboratory, to 
develop their speaking skills in 
a variety of settings, types of 
discourse, topics and 
registers. 

writing, listening, and oral interview or discussion with teacher.  

 Students will be required to complete a major project; presenting mastery through 

an interactive lesson.           [C2] 

 Students will complete several Power Point presentations encompassing history and 

culture of the target language. 

 To present mastery of literary works, students will perform some of but no 

exclusive to: skit, Power Point, reading comprehension questions, role play, oral 

summary or presentation. [C5,C7] 

 

 

 Students will create thematic compositions demonstrating mastery of 

any or all of the four language skills. [C6] 

 Students will write journals responding to cultural/news events [C4, 

C6]. 

 The class with collaborate to perform a mock trial as an 

expansion activity from a literary text. [C5] 

 Taking language outside of the classroom for practice 

and enrichment, students will share their language skills 

through various community outlets including but not 

exclusive to: television productions, video 

conferencing, community visits, and field trips.  

3.) Midterm Examination 

 The midterm exam is a condensed version of the latest 

AP Spanish Language Exam. 

4.) Final Examination 

 For those opting not to take the AP Spanish Language Exam, they are required to 

take a final assessment or complete a major project encompassing the four language 

skills.  

 

 

 

 

TEXTS 
Díaz, José M. and Gilda Nissenberg. AP Spanish: Preparing for the 

Language Examination. 3
rd

 ed. White Plains, NY: Prentice 

Hall, 2006. 

Díaz, José M., Nadel, María, and Stephen J. Collins. Abriendo Paso: 

Gramática. Boston, MA: Prentice Hall, 2007. 

Díaz, José M., Nadel, María, and Stephen J. Collins. Abriendo Paso: 

Lectura. Boston, MA: Prentice Hall, 2007.   [C2] 



AP SPANISH LANGUAGE 

C3 - Instructional materials 
include a variety of authentic 
audio and/or video recordings 
that develop students’ 
listening abilities. 

C3 - Instructional materials 
include a variety of authentic 
audio and/or video recordings 
that develop students’ 
listening abilities. 

 

 

WEB SITES 
BBC Mundo.com 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/spanish/news/ 

Biblioteca Virtual Miguel de Cervantes 

www.cervantesvirtual.com 

CNN Expansión.com 

 www.cnnexpansion.com 

El País.com 

 www.elpais.com 

La Jornada 

 www.jornada.unam.mx     

[C3) 

OTHER RESOURCES 
Zapata:  Amor en Rebeldia, 2004   - Spanish mini-series on DVD     
[C3]    


