AP Environmental Science 355
Ms. Ciprani







            Room: 403
Email: rciprani@avongrove.org



Phone: 610-869-2446 x403
“The important thing in science is not so much to obtain new facts as to discover new ways of thinking about them.”

-William Bragg

Course Description

“The goal of the AP Environmental Science course is to provide students with the scientific principles, concepts, and methodologies required to understand the inter- relationships of the natural world, to identify and analyze environmental problems both natural and human-made, to evaluate the relative risks associated with these problems, and to examine alternative solutions for resolving or preventing them, The laboratory section of the course is geared toward each student developing problem-solving skills and working as part of a research team” (CollegeBoard, 2010). 
Text

Botkin, Daniel B., and Edward A. Keller. Environmental Science: Earth as a Living Planet. Chichester: John Wiley & Sons, 2009. Print.
General Classroom Regulations
1. Be in assigned seats and ready to start class when the bell rings.

2. Have 3 ring binder with 3 dividers and loose-leaf paper. 
3. Have textbook covered at all times.

4. NOT bring food, gum, or drink into the classroom.

5. Use acceptable forms of behavior; respect other people’s belongings and opinions; use appropriate language.

6. Disciplinary action for rule infractions may include: detention, parental conferences, and/or office visitation. A warning will usually be given.

7. Work on assignments individually and turn in samples of their own work.  Students involved in either turning in work not their own, or lending someone their work may be disciplined according to school policy.  This means that any form of “cheating” will not be acceptable.

8. Computers in the classroom will not be used without teachers express permission.  Students must abide by school computer use policy at all times.  A student may not change any settings at any time unless directed to do so.  Games are not to be played on classroom computers.

9. Follow instructor’s directions for everyone’s safety.

10. Place all books, school bags under the table.  Keep the aisles open.

Class Expectations

Homework:

1. Homework will be assigned on a regular basis and may include the following: reading assignments, worksheets, projects, laboratory reports, textbook questions.
2. Students will usually be given sufficient time on an assignment.

3. Assignments are due on a specified date.  Fifty percent (50%) will be deducted for the first day the assignment is late.  Late work will not be accepted two (2) days past due date or after a major assessment is given. (Full Credit; Half Credit; No Credit)

4. Assignments will be posted on my website; it is the responsibility of the student to check the due dates.  Dates may be changed as circumstances dictate, but will usually be pushed back not moved forward.  Changed dates will be discussed in class as needed.

5. Students are required to turn in assignments in the designated area/folder.
Notebook:

During the course of this class you will create a notebook that will be neat, organized and an excellent study guide for the AP test. Your binder (~1 inch) must be brought to class every day and have the following sections in it. There will be random notebook checks to assure that students are keeping materials and staying organized (more information to follow). 
1. Notes: will be given via power point, Promethean board or whiteboard & placed in date order.

2. Handouts: Put any handouts you receive in class.
3. Graded Assignments: graded assignments in date order
Laboratory:

1. Lab days run from A-E.  Expect a lab every 5th day.

2. Students should have a notebook to keep lab data and information

3. Each student will sign a safety contract.

4. Each individual in the class will type lab reports for each lab exercise unless directed otherwise. 
5. Read handouts before lab. 
6. Proper clothing is required on lab days.  Hair should be pulled back and appropriate footwear should be worn.  No open toes or flip-flops!!
Collins Writing: 

Collins writing assignments will be given 2-3 times per week.  Students will be required to bring a small composition book for these writing assignments.  Composition books will be left in the classroom for the year so they are available when needed. 
Tests & Quizzes:

1. A test may be given after a chapter or several related chapters.  Tests may be a combination of multiple choice, matching, diagrams and subjective essay type questions. Announced and unannounced quizzes on particular topics may be given. There will be about one quiz/test a week.
2. As per Science Department policy, tests may not be taken home.  Tests are to stay in the student’s test folder, which are kept in the room.  If the test folder, tests or test corrections are found to be missing between the start of the year and final exams the student will receive a zero on the final exam.
Special Projects:
1. Each marking period there may be at least one major outside project to be done.  This may be a report, a model to make, a collection, or some other assignment.  A small amount of class time may be used to start this project.  It is expected that the project will be finished at home and brought in on the due date.

2. More information will be given out when each of these projects is formally assigned.

Absences:

1. Absences interfere with the learning process.

2. If you are scheduled to miss class for a field trip, band lesson or other school activity, it is your responsibility to see me before class to receive the assignments.

3. If an assignment was given prior to the absence, the assignment is due the day the student returns.

4. Assignments given out during an absence will be assigned a due date.

5. Laboratory activities must be made up either after or before school or in some cases during study halls.  Arrangements for a make up must be made in advance and within a designated time period.  This is usually three days after returning to school.  An alternative exercise may be assigned.

6. Tests and quizzes must be made up in a timely fashion.  If a student is absent only the day of the test, they should be prepared to take the test the day they return.  A student absent the day before the test should come in prepared to take the test.  An absence of several days will require specific arrangements to be made.  A deadline will be set for making up the test after which the test grade will be a zero.  Extenuating circumstances will always be considered.

7. It is the responsibility of the student to make arrangements for all make up work.  Any handouts that were missed will be placed in the folder in the front of the room.  It is the students’ responsibility to check the folder and get the handouts upon their return.

8. There is a calendar next to the absent folder where daily activities will be recorded.  Students are to check the calendar upon their return to see what they missed.
Grading:

1. Each marking period consists of tests, quizzes, homework, class work, laboratory assignments, projects, and other activities, which are given a point value.

2. All grading is done on the basis of total points (90/100, 4/5, etc.)  

3. Any assignment turned in without a name will lose 5 points off the assignment.
Cooperative Endeavors:

1. Frequently during the year students will be asked to work together on assignments or laboratory exercises.  It is expected that each student will contribute to the exercise in an appropriate fashion by doing his or her assigned piece.  Students who do not participate will have their respective grades lowered from the group grade.

2. Lab reports are also to be done independently.  Students will not turn in two copies of the same report.

Honor Code:

1. The Avon Grove Honor Code will be enforced in the classroom.  Students will be expected to cite sources for written work, including vocabulary definitions.  The specific rules applicable to Biology will be discussed in class.

Extra Help:

1. I am always available for extra help before school & after school.  Please see me to make arrangements and if you have questions or concerns.  That is what I am here for!!!

Contact Information:

1. Please use my website as a resource throughout the year.

2. If you have any concerns or questions please email me. 

3. In case of printer failure, work may be emailed to me to prevent late points.

CollegeBoard AP Exam

Students taking this course are highly encouraged to take the AP test!!

3-hour test

· Multiple Choice Section: 90 minutes, 100 questions

· Free Response sections: 90 minutes, 1 data-set question, 1 document-based question, and 2 synthesis and evaluation questions
· No calculators permitted on the exam
Course Content 
I. Earth Systems and Resources
A. Earth Science Concepts
B. The Atmosphere
C. Global Water Resources and Use
D. Soil and Soil Dynamics 
II. The Living World 
A. Ecosystem Structure
B. Energy Flow
C. Ecosystem Diversity
D. Natural Ecosystem Change
E. Natural Biogeochemical Cycles
III. Population 
A. Population Biology Concepts
B. Human Population
IV. Land and Water Use
A. Agriculture
B. Forestry
C. Rangelands
D. Other Land Use
E. Mining
F. Fishing
G. Global Economics
V. Energy Resources and Consumption
A. Energy Concepts
B. Energy Consumption
C. Fossil Fuel Resources and Use
D. Nuclear Energy
E. Hydroelectric Power
F. Energy
Conservation
G. Renewable Energy
VI. Pollution
A. Pollution Types
B. Impacts on the Environment and Human Health
C. Economic Impacts
VII. Global Change
A. Stratospheric Ozone
B. Global Warming
C. Loss of Biodiversity
Calendar

	Marking Period
	Chapter from Book

	First Marking Period

(8/29-11/15)


	Unit 1: Introduction to Env. Science, Chapters 1-3

Unit 2: Life on Earth part 1, Chapters 4-6
Unit 3: Life of Earth part 2, Chapters 7-9



	Second Marking Period

(11/16-1/31)


	Unit 4: Food and Agriculture, Chapters 10-11
Unit 5: Land Use and Biodiversity, Chapters 12-13

Unit 6: Health, Risk, and Toxicology, Chapter 14

Unit 7: Energy Resources and Energy Use, Chapters 15-18



	Third Marking Period

(2/1-4/12)


	Unit 8: Water, Chapters 19-20
Unit 9: Atmospheric Dynamics, Air Pollution, Ozone Depletion, and Global Warming, Chapters 21-24

Unit 10: Solid Waste, Minerals, and Mining, Chapters 27-28


	Fourth Marking Period

(4/13-6/8)


	AP Test Review

· Project

· Review content

Project


· Calendar may be subject to change with instructor’s discretion.
Name: _______________________________________ Date: ________  Period: ______

AP Environmental Science Regulations & Expectations

I have read the above expectations and regulations for Ms. Ciprani’s class and agree to abide by these expectations and regulations at all times during the school year.

Student Signature:  _________________________________________Date: __________

I understand and agree to the expectations that my student will be expected to adhere to during the school year.  If there are any questions regarding these expectations, please contact me as soon as possible.

Parent/Guardian Signature:  ___________________________________Date: _________

**Remove this page from syllabus and return signed**
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