
DEAR AVON GROVE COMMUNITY:

Every day in classrooms across the Avon Grove School District, students 
explore the world and take on many challenges to further their learning.They 

are encouraged by their teachers to use their curiosity and creativity, to try their 
own unique approaches, and to keep trying until they succeed. This is what innova-

tion looks like.

In this report, you will read more about Avon Grove’s educational innovations, rooted in 
the Avon Grove Board of School Directors’ Strategic Plan, including:

• A full-day kindergarten program that allows our youngest learners more time for academic, 
creative, and social development.

• A boost in technological tools, including the launch of the 1:1 Technology Initiative.

• A creative High School bell schedule that gives students and teachers more time on 
task and gives students the opportunity to receive support when needed or to 

explore a new subject.

We hope you’ll be impressed by all that our students are achieving. 

We also want to recognize the tremendous contributions and support 
of our parent and community partners. Our efforts 

would not be nearly as successful without you. Thank you.

Sincerely,
M. Christopher Marchese, Ed.D., Superintendent of Schools

Bonnie Wolff, President, Board of School Directors



Starting in August 2017,  Penn London Elementary 
(PLE) kindergartners will have more time for both 
academics and developmentally important play with 
the District’s launch of full-day kindergarten.

“They will be much better prepared going into first 
grade, and for their whole academic career, based on 
what we will now be able to accomplish,” said PLE 
Principal Dr. Cynthia A. Holland. 

State Kindergarten Expectations Have Increased
Dr. Holland said the state kindergarten standards – 
the list of what Pennsylvania’s kindergarten students 
should learn – have grown more academically rig-
orous over the years, and are now written for a full 
day of instructional time. PLE has met the standards, 
but it hasn’t been easy. With a 2.5 hour day, teachers 
have focused on math skills and reading skills, building 
lessons that incorporate other subjects. 

Teacher Joan Leaman has taught kindergarten in the 
Avon Grove School District for 32 years, witnessing 
the change in kindergarten focus from the social 
and emotional development of children to greater 
academic expectations. For example, in the 1980s, 
kindergarten graduates were only expected to recog-
nize letters. Current kindergartners must know let-
ter sounds, be able to blend sounds to make words, 
read beginner-level text, and write a story comprised 
of several sentences.

 “In the past 30 years, we’ve added, at most, 10 min-
utes to the school day, but the curriculum expanded 
exponentially. There was no longer daily recess, snack 
time, and free play,” she said. “One of the main things 

I’m looking forward to with the full-day program is 
incorporating the best of everything – what we once 
had and what we’re currently doing.”

Longer Day Means More Work and More Play
According to Dr. Holland, the new longer day will 
allow more time for Math and Reading, and also 
distinct time to focus on Science and Social Studies. 
There will also be more time for Guidance, Comput-
ers, Music, Art, Gym, and Health classes. 

For the first time in years, students will have daily 
recess and lunch, and their day will begin and end 
with class circle time – all of which provide students 
and teachers with more opportunities to work on 
social and emotional skills.  

PTA President Carolyn Hammerschmidt, mom of 
a PLE kindergartner and Avon Grove Intermedi-
ate School third grader, has advocated for full-day 
kindergarten. “I think children will experience a 
smoother transition to first grade, not only because 
of the consistency in the daily schedule for the stu-
dents, but from the additional time that children will 
have to interact socially with their peers,” she said. 
“Time to play in school means time to learn how 
to negotiate, problem solve, communicate, and build 
friendships within a developmental and nurturing 
environment.” 

The full-day program will also provide more op-
portunity for students who either need academic 
support or more academic challenge to receive it, 
enabling teachers to tailor instruction to each indi-
vidual student’s needs.

Full-Day Kindergarten Coming to Penn London Elementary
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HOW TO REGISTER 

Registration will take place at PLE with a 
scheduled appointment.  The appointment 
window opens on Feb. 10.  As a part of the 
registration process, children will complete 
a screening assessment. This will provide the 
school team with an overview of each child’s 
basic skills.

For more information about what to bring or 
to set up an appointment, please visit: 
www.avongrove.org/district/registration



With the start of the 2016-17 school year,  Avon Grove High 
School (AGHS) students now have the ability to dive deeper 
into complex topics, work more collaboratively with each other 
and their teachers, reach for goals beyond basic course require-
ments, and receive support in areas they haven’t yet mastered.  
All of this is attainable through the adoption of the new Avon 
Grove High School bell schedule. 

The schedule is a six-day, rotational schedule allowing students to 
take eight credits per year. Some days in the cycle include fewer 
but longer class periods, commonly referred to as “block” days. 
Block days provide students and teachers much more instruction-
al time to explore the curriculum in greater depth while offering 
more opportunities for students to work collaboratively on proj-
ects. “The collaborative learning environment of students working 
together is more similar to what will be expected from students 
in post-secondary education and the world of work,” notes Avon 
Grove High School Principal Scott DeShong.

From Mr. DeShong’s perspective, in many ways the new AGHS 
schedule allows students to customize their educational 
experience. Each student has the ability for his/her individual 
needs and interests to be met.  This is a huge benefit of the new 
schedule. The schedule also allows a greater number of students 
access to courses for career and college preparation. 

One unique feature of the new bell schedule is the Intervention/
Enrichment period (I/E). The I/E period meets four of the six 
days in the cycle. The I/E period allows Avon Grove High 
School students to customize their learning experiences 
through interest-based academic and co-curricular 
options. For instance, students who need help can 
request it from a teacher, and teachers can also 
schedule support sessions for groups of  

students. These sessions can occur without disruption to the 
daily schedule.

Enrichment offerings include everything from how-to classes, 
such as college application and financial aid support, to robotics 
to yoga. More options will continue to fill the catalog of avail-
able offerings in the future. These learning experiences are 
not graded, which Mr. DeShong notes is an incentive for 
student participation and enthusiasm.

At Avon Grove High School, the I/E period allows 
students to experience a new learning activity 
without risk to their GPA. The opportuni-
ties the new schedule offers to students 
promotes a greater ownership of their 
learning and the ability to enrich 
and expand, with the overall 
intended goal of enhancing the 
development of high school 
students as life-long 
learners.

New High School Bell Schedule Fosters Flexibility, Creativity, and In-depth Learning
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School Points of Pride
Avon Grove High School...

...received 2016 rankings of 33rd in Penn-
sylvania and 1,233rd nationally from U.S. 
News and World Report.

...had seven National Merit Scholarship 
Program Commended Students and three 
National Merit Scholarship Semifinalists in 
2016.

...Marching Band earned first place at the 
U.S. Bands Pennsylvania State Champi-
onship. The String Orchestra received 
a Superior Rating at the Music Festival 
Competition in Hersheypark. Three stu-
dents qualified to perform at the PMEA 
District 12 Orchestra Festival.

Fred S. Engle Middle School...

...Shakespeare Group members brought 
home several awards at this year’s Shake-
speare Festival at Immaculata University.

...had seven students participate in the 
Chester County Science Research Com-
petition on March 7.  An eighth-grade team 
won an honorable mention for a study of 
fingerprints and a seventh grader received 
first place for his biofuels project.

...students won the Kick Butts Day Inter-
view Contest, sponsored by the Chester 
County Tobacco-Free Coalition and the 
Chester County Health Department. The 
three students interviewed a tobacco user 
or medical expert about the dangers of 
tobacco use, then created a presentation 
based on the interview.

Avon Grove Intermediate School...

...fourth graders studied macroinverte-
brates and watersheds alongside Stroud 
Water Research Center experts, who 
visited the school’s outdoor classroom.

...Band performed the “Star Spangled 
Banner” prior to the Phillies vs. Cleveland 
Indians Game on May 1. 

Penn London Elementary School...

...hosts an annual STEAM Night to raise 
students’ interest in Science, Technology, 
Engineering,  Art, and Mathematics.

...students worked with Artist-in-Resi-
dence Rhoda Kahler to put their own 
stamp on tiles and create a one-of-a-kind 
mural of the building of Penn London. 
Musician-in-Residence Rob Swanson 
celebrated March Music in Schools with all 
PLE students.

...students paired with more than 50 High 
School athletes to celebrate differences in 
the Misfit Sock March in conjunction with 
the Olweus Bullying Prevention Program.

Athletic Achievements
Avon Grove High School...

...Boys Lacrosse, Girls Swimming, and 
Softball teams won Ches-Mont National 
Championships.

...Softball made the PIAA State Champion-
ship Game, finishing second in the state.

...athletes qualified for PIAA State Com-
petition in swimming, wrestling, boys cross 
country, and cheerleading. One swimmer 
won the 100 meter Breaststroke and 200 
meter Individual Medley at the district and 
state competitions, and was named PIAA 
Girls Swimmer of the Meet.

...athletes signed with colleges in November 
2016. These nine athletes include a swim-
mer, two volleyball players, two baseball 
players, three lacrosse players, and a golfer.

...the first High School and Middle School 
Athletic Leadership Academy (ALA) was 
formed this fall. Coaches chose these 
scholar-athletes for their hard work and 
determination to do the right thing on 
and off the field.

Fred S. Engle Middle School...

...Girls Track and Field went undefeated 
for the season and won the championship. 
Boys Track and Field finished second in 
the league.

...Field Hockey continues to grow as a 
sport, finishing with a 9-2 record.

...current Eighth Grade Boys Soccer play-
ers finished their middle school careers 
with a two-year record of 23-5.
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Avon Grove Intermediate 
School Art Teacher Angela 
“Jill” Benjamin 
Receives Citadel Heart of 
Learning Honor

Angela “Jill” 
Benjamin, Avon 
Grove Intermediate 
School’s 
extraordinary art 
teacher, received 
the 2016 Citadel 
Heart of Learning 
Award. She 
represented Avon 

Grove as one of just 15 finalists across 
Chester County to be honored by 
Citadel Federal Credit Union.

Throughout her career, she has 
worked hard to provide outstanding 
learning experiences for her stu-
dents. She has hosted a variety of 
artist-in-residence programs that have 
allowed students to create artwork 
alongside mosaic artists and mask 
makers, among others.

“She cares about the kids she teaches 
and is passionate beyond belief about 
art,” said Avon Grove Intermediate 
School Principal Jeffrey Detweiler.  “Ms. 
Benjamin works cooperatively with 
other teachers to build interdisciplin-
ary lessons in art and other subjects, 
such as History and English,” Mr. 
Detweiler said. 

Thanks to Ms. Benjamin, students have 
contributed to art endeavors outside 
the district, including the Intermediate 
Unit’s Shakespeare program, Long-
wood Gardens’ student holiday trees 
program, and the Brandywine River 
Museum Imagine Gallery.

“Ms. Benjamin encourages her stu-
dents to express themselves through 
Art,” said Avon Grove Superintendent 
Dr. M. Christopher Marchese. “She in-
spires her students, and they obviously 
inspire her.”
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Focus on Curriculum and Student Support 
Yields Higher Test Scores

A District effort to align curriculum with state standards and provide students with additional support
 when needed has resulted in an upward trend in state test scores across all grades and subject areas. 

High School Keystone Exams, 2017 Cohort 
	 Advanced/Proficient
Algebra
Avon Grove 84%
State  68.2%

Biology
Avon Grove 75%
State  65.8%

Literature
Avon Grove 86.9%
State  76.8%

Class of 2016 Average SAT scores
         Reading    Math      Writing
Avon Grove    527       535      508
Nat’l average   494         508        482  

More students are taking Advanced Placement Classes and Exams –  
and Beating the State and Global Averages!

Since 2012, the number of Avon Grove AP students increased from 286 to 391, and the 
total number exams taken increased from 475 to 723.  A higher percentage of District stu-
dents scored a 3 or above as compared to their counterparts across the state and globe.
    2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Number of AP students  286 339 342 362 391

Number of Exams Taken  475 523 579 675 723

Avon Grove Students Scoring 3+ 82.5% 77.3% 86.3% 83.1% 84.1%

Percent Scoring 3+ in PA  68.2% 68.3% 69.1% 68.3% 67.7%

Percent Scoring 3+ Globally 61.5% 60.9% 61.3% 60.7% 60.3%

Where the Money Goes
TOTAL EXPENDITURES: $91,471,852

Fund Balance 
Appropriation 
$6,546,822

Revenue from  
Local Sources  
$55,238,132

Revenue from State 
Sources $28,922,029

Revenue from 
Federal Sources 
$764,869

Instruction: 
$57,966,466

Support Services: 
$25,101,419

Non-instructional 
Services: 

$1,094,967

Debt Service,  
Transfers, & Contingency: 

$7,309,000
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The 2016-2017 budget is the final installment of reinvestment 
and cost-containment strategies that began in 2014. This 
reinvestment replaced funding in areas that were previously 
reduced.

Between 2014 and 2016, $4.9 million was reinvested in 
personnel, curriculum, facilities, and technology. The District 
simultaneously made several cost-saving operational changes, 
saving $4.9 million during the same period. The net impact of 
our reinvestment was cost neutral!

Avon Grove has also had to absorb significant budget impacts: 
increases in both state retirement fund obligations and charter 
school tuition. Through reallocation of resources and judicious and 
limited use of our fund balances, this was accomplished with very 
modest tax increases. These strategies continue in the current 
budget. Next year, the District expects to achieve operational 
balance and will begin to examine future capital needs.

Where the Money Comes From
TOTAL REVENUES: $91,471,852

Reinvesting in Avon Grove: The 2016-2017 District Budget
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Avon Grove Students Exceed State Averages in 2016 PSSA Performance
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READING
%	Advanced	and	Proficient

MATH
%	Advanced	and	Proficient

SCIENCE
%	Advanced	and	Proficient

Avon Grove State



Avon Grove School District Enrollment 
Avon Grove School District serves more than 
5,000 students in four schools: Penn London 
Elementary School (K-2), Avon Grove Intermediate 
School (3-6), Fred S. Engle Middle School (7, 8), 
and Avon Grove High School (9-12).  The District 
covers 67 square miles and serves five townships: 
New London, London Grove (which includes the 
boroughs of Avondale and West Grove), London 
Britain, Penn, and Franklin.

Student Demographics
2.5 % African American

< 1% American Indian/Alaskan Native
1.9% Asian

75% Caucasian
19.5 % Hispanic

< 1% Multi-racial

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE CLASS OF 2016
Hats off to the Class of 2016 – 415 Avon Grove innovators now making their mark on the world!

FUTURE PLANS
Higher education:  84.6%

Technical: 3.61%
Military: 1.92%
Career: 5.54%

Undecided: 4.34%

2016 Scholarships, not including High School-awarded scholarships: $2,941,424
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Enrollment Totals
Penn London Elementary School: 857
Avon Grove Intermediate School: 1,516
Fred S. Engle Middle School: 817
Avon Grove High School: 1836
Total:   5,026

Faculty Profile Number 15+ years Fewer than 15 Bachelors            Masters         Doctorate
                                                       in AGSD        years in AGSD          or Equivalent

Classroom Teachers 335  109  226  73  259  3
Other Certified Staff   29    12    17    4    25  0

Total   364  121  243  77  284  3

5

90.13% 
of 2016 graduates 

matriculated to 
higher learning in 

college, trade school, 
or the military



Inside the glass walls of the Avon 
Grove Intermediate School (AGIS) 
Learning Media Center sits the 
Makerspace – a place where stu-
dents in grades three through six 
build and code robots, invent tools 
to help people with vision or hearing 
impairments, and create objects they 
imagine with a 3D Printer.

“One thing I shared with students at 
the beginning of the year was that if a 
job can be taken away from them by 
a robot, it will be, so they need to be 
the ones designing the robots,” said 
Instructional Technology Coach Chris 
Montagna. “Sure enough, they are.”

Third graders are designing multi-vari-
able robot crash tests to study the 
fundamentals of force and mass. 
Another group of students comes 
in during recess to build their own 
robot. Fourth graders are working on 
circuits – it was a group of them who 
used electronic building blocks called 
Little Bits to design tools for people 
with vision or hearing difficulties.  

In addition to allowing students to 
build designs from their imaginations, 
the 3D printer helps bring lessons 
about other people to life. Students 
studying Native Americans built 
dioramas including some of the Native 
American structures they have stud-
ied. Building models of the structures 
helped students understand how their 
style was perfectly suited to their 
specific purpose.

AGIS Principal Jeffrey Detweiler said, 
“The Makerspace gives students the 
critical skills needed to become pre-
pared for life.”

Avon Grove 
Intermediate 

Students Dream 
It, Design It, Build it 

in the Makerspace

There is new emphasis on technology in 
the Avon Grove School District which 
meets goals set through the District’s 
regular curriculum review. The District 
recognizes the importance of technolog-
ical literacy in the Information Age. Some 
of our students will work in careers that 
haven’t previously existed, and most ca-
reers require adaptation to new tools and 
ideas. Facts are important, but so is the 
ability to innovate. It’s about more than 
finding the right answers, it’s about asking 
the right questions.

Here is a sampling of Avon Grove technol-
ogy initiatives.  And please read the related 
sidebar on the Avon Grove Intermediate 
School’s Makerspace.

1:1 Initiative Supports 21st Century 
Learning
This is the first year of the District’s 1:1 
Technology Initiative, through which 
every Fred S. Engle Middle School student 
received a Chromebook – a web-enabled 
device that can be used as either a tablet 
or a notebook. 

“Having every student in the class use the 
same device makes teaching and learning 
more effective,” said Superintendent Dr. 
M. Christopher Marchese. “Giving stu-
dents access to technology fosters a 21st 
Century Learning Environment.”

Schoology Facilitates Individualized 
Instruction, Boosts Communication
Schoology is a web-based information 
sharing platform that connects students, 
teachers, and parents. Teachers can easily 

share class assignments, information, and 
materials, including audio and video.  This 
has been an asset to individualized instruc-
tion. “On a digital platform, every resource 
is available to every student, and each 
student accesses what they need,” said 
Director of Technology Dr. Gary Mattei.

According to High School Principal Scott 
DeShong, the interface has been a great 
resource for parents.  “Before Schoology, 
each teacher had his or her own website, 
requiring parents to check multiple web-
sites for just one of their children,” he 
said. “Now parents can log in to one spot 
to access information pertaining to every 
teacher their children have, color-coded 
by child.”  

Learning Digital Skills Through AGTV
Technology is the T in STEAM.  Avon 
Grove teachers are working to use that 
T to enhance instruction of subjects 
represented by the other letters: Science, 
Engineering,  Art, and Math. One terrific 
example is AGTV. Students at the High 
School, Middle School, and Intermediate 
School each have their own television stu-
dio and online station. Students produce 
a live broadcast of daily announcements. 
They live stream special events, including 
athletics, concerts, and special presenta-
tions. Operating a camera, digital editing, 
audio, lighting, post-production work, and 
publishing in various formats are all part 
of the skill sets our kids are learning.

Watch AGTV on the 
District’s homepage, 
www.avongrove.org 

Meeting Students’ Needs in the 
Information Age: Curriculum Review 
Yields Technology Focus

Technology Supports 

Innovation
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Back row, left to right:   
Edward Farina, Brian Gaerity,  Herman Engel,  Jeffrey Billig

Front row, left to right: 
Superintendent M. Christopher Marchese, Ed.D.;  
Patrick Walker, Ph.D.; Bill Wood; Bonnie Wolff; Tracy Lisi

Not pictured: Charles Beatty III

El Informe Anual de Avon Grove 2015-16 está disponible en español en el sitio web del Distrito.

Avon Grove School District 
375 South Jennersville Road                                                                                                                     West Grove, PA 19390                                                                                                                     610.869.2441                                                                                                                     www.avongrove.org
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